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PREFACE. 



1 HE Second Volume of the Anndal BioctaAPHY and 
OsiTtJAE*' . is now presented to the Public. It con- 
tuns an aecotint of many of the celebrated men who 
died in the course of the year 1817 > and also includes 
three memoirs of distinguished characters, who were 
cut off but a few months antecedent to ttiait period. 

On this, as on a former occasioi^ recourse has been 
had to assistance of various kinds ; and it will pro< 
bably be allowed, by such as are disposed to liberality 
and candour, that much curious and interesting in- 
formation has been procured. It may be easily dis- 
covered ^n inspection, indeed, that many imp(»tant 
papers have been obtained j and it ought to be known, 
also^ that while some families have vouchsafed to 
contribute, pri^nal documents, others have kindly 
corrected su<^ as were s^t for their perusal. 
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On the life of Sir HerbeftCroft, much resenroh has 
been bestowed ; and a variety of facts relative to the 
late Dukes of Northumberland and Marlborough are 
here detailed, not hitherto known to the Public. 

The memoir of the founder of the .Literary- 
fund, comprehends aii analysis of his works ; while 
that of the late Dr. William Thomson was in part 
compiled from materials which he himself had fur- 
nished, .and in part from repeated communications 
with his early contemporaries. The latter will be 
found to contain anecdotes of several of his friends ; 
and, indeed, it is connected with the literary history of 
England during the last thirty-five years. The article 
respecting the Right Hon. John P. Curran» is from the 
pen of a gentleman to whom he was well known ; 
while £hat of the Hon. Henry Erskine exhibits a spe^ 
cimen of his early poetiy, which is now printed, for 
the first time, from a copy transcribed by his own 
hand. 

Nor ought it to be omitted, that on most occasions 
an analysis will be found of the chief works of mwiy 
of the literary men here noticed j together with oc- 
casional quotations of the most splendid passages in 
their respective productions. 

The " Ne^ected Biography," exhibits two or 
three specimens that may not prove wholly uninter- 
esting. One of the memoirs contains all the Latin 
poetry, as well as the few anecdotes that could be 
still obtained, relative to a singular youth, who, like 
the Roman Marcellus, appeared abofe the horizon 
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only for a moment ; and then suddenly disappearii^» 
like his own countryman Crichton, left scarcely a 
trace behind. 

Neither in this, nor the preceding volume, is it 
meant to urge any pretensions beyond the humble 
claims of industry and impartiality. It is earnestly 
hoped, therefore, that but few errors will occur ; and 
no particular bias be discovered, either in respect to 
politics or religioii. 
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PART I. 



MEMOIBS OF CELEBRATED MEN, WHO HAVE 
BIEB WITHIN THE YEASS 1816—1817. 



Thi; Rav. Sih HERBERT CROFT, Bart. B.C.L. 

OS DUMBTXK PARK, UT THK COUHTT OS MXRKS, 

[WiVA an Account of his WVis.] 

JL O rocord the ev^ita that occur in tiie life of a maQ of letters, 
is, ingeoemla bufrlodetailhiseBibairasiiDeatvhisDiortiticaXiom, 
and his miBfortaaeB. H^ ia truly hunentable, more espetially, 
when, as oii the preaeat occauooi the bic^^ra^y of one bi^^ity 
gifted with powers of a superior order, ^f;ites our attemion ■ 
when a poet^ a [diilologiet, aid aa autiqu^y demaods av onoe 
our riqMct» and our commiseration. Morfis it oakulated to 
diniiiush genend regard, when ire reccdleot, :thBt the gfiutlf- 
man aow under oonuderatUM^ to repqbdde. tprth and wtim- 
- peMbaUe chatracter, wpemdded Uie cUinu of n acoompUshed 
Bcholar^ and. an orthodox diving 
voi_ n. i B 
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« SIB HERBERT CSOFT, BART. 

Sir Herbert Croft was the head and representative of a very 
ancient and respectable &mily, which, In all probability, de- 
rived its name flx«n Crofi-CastU, in the county of Hereford ; 
vbere it spears to have been seated anterior to the Norman 
Conquest. That his progenitors were great Saxon Chie& long 
before, and powerful Barons for some ages after that memora- 
ble period, there can be but little doubt, without recurring to 
more remote periods. We have it on record, indeed, that Sr 
Richard Croft, of Croft-Castle, was a men of eminence in the 
togn of Edward IV. He took Prince Edward, eldest son of 
Edward VI. prisoner, at the battle of Tewke»bury; and being 
justly apprehensive of his &te, such was his scrupulous honour 
and dehcacy, that he would not deliver him up, until after pro- 
damation, and promise of safety for his person had been pub- 
licly made and granted. 

We find a Sir Herbert Croft sitting in that parliament of 
James I. wliichwas assembled in 1604. An act of brutal vio- 
lence committed again St his person, produced a new and spirited 
decision on a question of privilege, as will appear from the 
fcdlowing quotaUon Irom Macaulay's History of Engluid, vol i. 
p. 18. 

" The Commons had nobly asserted their privil^es in 
several instances. The delivery of Sir Thomas Sbiriey, one 
of their TneinberB, who had been- committed to the Fleet, was 
demanded and obtained, and the Warden .punished for con- 
tempt of the House, in refusing to release his prisoner. 

" Sir Herbert Crofts, (Croft,) another of their members, 
coming up with others to hear the King's speech, was insulted 
by a Yeoman of the Guards, who shut the door against him, 
^ylng, ' good man, burgess, you tiome not here '' The Com- 
mons resented the insult as an aflront upon the whole House ; 
and thdr anger was with much difficulty ^q>eased by the Yeo- 
man a^ing pardon for his ftuilt, and receiving <m his knees a 
r^rimand from the Speaker." 

In still more modem tunes, we leitm that a Herbert Croft, 
born -at Oxf(H>I in 1603, -was aomiaated soon after, the Re- 
storation, to the see of Hereford. His father, a-zealmu .Co- 
■ 9 . 
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SIR BERBEET CROFT, BART. 3 

tholic, had srait him for education to the Ea^iah CoU^;e of 
Jesuits at St. Omer's, in Flanders ; but on his rrtum he be- 
came acquainted with Dr. Morton, Bish<^ of Durham, who 
converted him to the Protestant faith. Soon after this he was 
admitted a student of Christ Church, Oxford, and entering 
into holy orders in 1639, was preferred to a prebendal stall 
in the cathedral of Salisbury. In 1644 he was advanced to 
the deanery of Hereford; and taking part with the King 
(Charles 1.) against the Parliamait, experienced many .hard- 
ships on account of hb loyalty. On the return of the son 
(CSiarles II.) he was fortunate OLough to be rewarded for hit 
attachment to the father with the see at Hereford ; but not- 
withstanding his zeal and su&rings in the royal cause, hit 
lordship, instead of becoming a persecutor in bis turn, ap- 
pears to hare imbibed noble and liberal sentiments in the 
school of affiiction ; he being the author of a tract printed 
in 1675,' entitled " Naked Truth ;" the object of which was to 
obtain toleration for the Dissenters. He died at Hereford, 
in 1691, and was buried in the cathedral. 

His' only scm Herbert appears to have been cr«ited a Ba- 
ronet during his father's life-time, having obtained a patent 
in 1671. He represented his native county in several par- 
liamoits, as Knight of the Shire, and married the daughter of 
Thomas Archer, Esq., by whom he had several children. 

He was succeeded on bis death by Sir Arch^, his only sur- 
viving son, who sat during several parliaments for the boroughs 
of LetHninster and Beerabton ; and who was nominated. a comy 
missioner of trade and plantations. He married Frances, 
daughter of Brigadier-G«iei^ Waring. 

On his demise, in 1758, he was succeeded by his grandson 
Sir Archer, who, in 1759, married a daughter of William 
Cowper, Esq. <Hie of the Clerks of the House of Lord^ and 
most likely a descendant of Lord Chancdlor Cowper, by whom 
he Iiad an only dau^ter. 

Without entering into further details, it is only necessary to 
observe, that Mr. Herbert Croft, the Either of the subject of this 
memoir, does not appear to have be«i much mdebted to the gifts 
B S 

L..j-^-.-i-.,C.ooglc 



4^ Sia HEBBERT CROFT, BART. 

o£ fertnne. The third Baronet, indeed, had cut off the aitiul of 
the &mily edate, and sold Croft Castle to the &ther of t^ 
late ThiHnw Johnes *, Esq. of Llanvinr in Cardiganghire ; and 
being but a younger branch, he was, of course, very slenderly 
I»wided for. He, however, obtained the o£Bce of Treasurer 
of the Charter House, which miabled him to muntain and 
educate his fiunily with a considerable d^ee of respectability. 
His sMi, Herbert, of wliom we are now prepared to treat, 
and grandeou of Sir Archw Croft, of Dunster Park, in the 
eounly of Berks (the second Baronet of this fiunily), was born 
Nov, 1, 1751. Being intended for a liberal profession, he re- 
ceived a regular education, first at school, and next at Univer- 
sity Cdkge, Oxford ; and as his studies pointed to the Bar, he 
obtained thedegr«eofBachelor of Civil Lew, on April 6,1785, 
by which he conaiden^ly abridged the term of his attatdance 
on the Courts. 

. Mr. Croft, previously to this last event, had entered himself 
a student of IJncoln's-Inn, and for some time resided in cham- 
bers there. That his mind was at this time seriously bent on 
the legal profession, will ^pear &om a pamphlet published 
in 1 782, containing an account of a plan laid down by him for 
^ new edition of the Statutes at large. 

At length, however, firom what motive.it is difficult to 
pronounce, Mr. Herbert Croft bent his views towards th« 
' Church. On this occasion, he was fortunate enough to ol>- 
iain the office of chaplain to the Garrison of Quebec In 
this new profession, however, he does not appear to have 
succeeded. Some of his progenitors had enjoyed deaneries, 
prebendal stalls, and a rich bi»hq>rick ; but the estates in 
I&refordshire and Bericshire were gone; and no political 
ix parliamentary interest was attaohed to his family. He 
aeons also so unfortunate bs to have been destitute even of 
• patroii, although he publicly professed a lasting and un- 
bounded attachment to an accomplished Dignitary of the An- 
dean Church, who might have easily rendered him comfortable 
for life , 

* See vol. i. of Am. Kog. p. itt. 
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It is well known that Bfr. Croft entertained a high reqpect 
for that celebr&t«d Prelate the late Dr. Hurd, who aft«r duly 
discharging hi* qiAsoopsl functions for almost twenty-Mwi 
years, and refusing the primacy, expired in his sleep May 38i 
1 808, in the 69th year of his age. Hie following ^itaph, com- 
posed long bdbre that period has been unifonnly attributed to 
the pen of the subject of these memoirs : 

" PASSENfiER I 
THE URK YOU HATE VISITED CONTAINS THE HEART 

OF Richard Hurd, Bishop of Wobcbbter : 

A I>RELATE DISTINGUISHED BT EVERT TIRTUC, 

AND 

IHHORTAUZSD BY EVERY QUALIPICATIOH, 

THAT 

COULb ADORK THE CHRISTIAN, 

THE GENTLEMAN, AND THE SI^OLAR. 

THE ROYAL PUPILS*, WHOSE CONPIISNCS 

a£ 

GAINED BY THE ELEGANCE OF HIS MANNERS^ 

AND THE SINCERITY OF HIS COUNSELS, 

KNEW, AND ADMIRED THE WORTH, AND 

INTEGRITY OP THEIR PRECEPTOR. 

THEY CHERISHED THE MAN WHO HAD TAUOBT THEM 

THE IMPORTANT LESSON HOW TO BE BELOTED, 

WHILE THE ARROW OF DEATH FORBORE TO - 

VINDICATE ITS ERRAND, AND DIRECTED 

THIS 

TRIBUTK to HIS HEHORT, WHEN ROBBED 

OF THE FELICITY OP CONTEMPLATING 

HIS LIVING PERFECTIONS." 

Mr. Crofl being disappointed in his expectations of clerical 
preferment, now addicted himself wholly to Uterattire. His 
pursuits naturally led him to form an acquaintance with Uiose 
who pursued the same track with himself; and he was lucky 
enough to reckon many celebrated and retpectabie characters 
among the number of his friends. 

■ Tin Vf\aet Regtnt and Dake of Y<ii1(. 
B S 
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At a period trben t)ie name of Dr. Samuel Johnson Ikad 
atttuned hi^ and universal nune, he deemed it his peculiar 
good -fortune to be one of those who lived in familiar and 
mirraerved intimacy with the great lexict^apher. While 
the firiTiier was employed on the lives of the poeta, he expe- 
rioiced great difficulties in respect to materials, particularly in 
regard to Young, a name of considerable note both at home 
and abroad. To conciliate the Editor, his iriend, on this oc- 
casion, spears to have exerted himself with considerable efifect ; 
and from Mrs. Montague and others, learned a number of par- 
ticulars, which, but for his labours and communications, might 
have been for ever forgotten. He also appears to have been 
personally acquainted with the son of the author of the " Night 
Thoughts ■" a circumstance which doubUess enabled him to 
refute a variety of errors, prgudices, and misconceptions con- 
cerning that much-injured gentleman. To acquire a more in- 
timate acquaintance with the private hfe of the author, he 
actually took a journey into Hertfordshire, to interrogate the 
Poet's housekeeper in person, but he arrived too late, for she 
had been buried two or three days ! 

It is the general fault of biographers to bring forward all 
the virtues and t^cnts of those whose lives they write, and at 
the same time keep all their foibles and vices in the back 
ground ; but Mr. Croft did not, on this occasion, feel any ne- 
cessity to follow the beat^i track. His frioid, Dr. Johnson, 
not only allows that his information was of a superior kind> 
but adds, '* the Public will perhaps wi^ that I had soUcited 
and obtained more such favours from him." The vehicle, 
nowever, is not perhaps of the best kind ; for this biographical 
sketch is conveyed under the form of an epistfJary correspon- 
dence, that disfigures the uniformity of the work of which it 
is destined to constitute a part. This letter, doted September 
1 780, commences thus : 

« Dear Sir, 
" In consequence of our different conversations about au- 
thoitic materials lor th« life of Toun^ 1 send you the ibllow- 



,y Google 



SIR HEIIBERT CROFT, BART. 7 

ing detail. Of great men Bomething must alwa^ be said to 
gratify curiosity. Of the illustrious auttwr d* the ' Night 
Thoughts,' much has been told of which there never could 
have been proofs ; and little care appears to have been taken 
to tell that, of which proofi with little trouble might have been 
procured. 

" Edward Young was bom at Uphun, near Winch«ter, 
in June 16S1; He was the son of Edward Young, at that 
time fellow of Winchester College, and rector of Upham, &Cb 
The father became dean of Sarum, and we are told that 
Kshc^ Burnet cnnunemorated his death, in' a sermon preach- 
ed in the cathedral of Salisbury, on die Sunday after hi> 
demite, 

" The son was fdaced upon the foundation at Winchestw 
College and ^lerwards repaired to Oxford, ' without the re- 
ward {H-ovided for merit by William of Wykeham.' There 
are who relate," adds Mr. Croft, " that when first Young 
found himself independent, and his own master at'All SoulS) 
he was not the ornament to rdi^on and morality which be 
afterwards became ! The authority of his &ther, indeed, hod 
ceased sometime before by his death ; and Young was cert^> 
ly not ashamed to be patronized by the infamous Whartoti. 
But Wharton be&iended in Young, perhaps the poet, and 
particularly the tragedian. If virtuous authors must be-psr- 
tronized only by virtuous peers, who shall point them out ? . 
Yet F<^ is said by RuJf head to have told Warburton, that 
< Young had much of a sublime gaiius, though without com- 
mon sense ;' so that his genius, having do guide, was perpe- ' 
tually liable to degenerate into bombast. This made him pass 
& foolish yotdht the sport of peers and poets ;. but his having a 
very good heart, enabled him to support the clerical character, 
first with decency, and afterwards with honour. 

" They who think ill of Young's mondity, in the early part 
of his liie, may perhaps be wrong; but Tindall could not eir 
in his opinion of Young's wannth and ability in the cause of 
reli^on. Tindall used to spend much of his time at All Souls : 
* The other boys,' said the atheist, * I can always answer, 
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becAUse I -always khow' whence they have t^r srgaineptx, 
whidi I have read a hondred times ; but ^lat fellow Yoimg is 
eoiriuifially pestemig me with wnnethiiig oPhis own.' 

^< After sl^ llndall and th^cciiBurers of Young' «4yb»'r&> 
tooncileable. Yoong might, fijr two or three years, have tried 
that kind df life in whidi his natural principles would not bu& 
fer him to wallow long. If ^lis were so,' he has left behind 
him, not on^ his evid«ice in &vour of virtue, but the potefit 
testimony of ncparience against vice." 

Our bit^ajJier allows that s«me of Dr. Young's worti^ 
particolsrly his dedications, abound with flattery ; btit he 
•hows how. the author was ashuned o^ and sup^essed many 
of them ; after which, be asks, " Shdl the gates of repentance 
be shut only again&t Uteraiy sinuetB ?*' Mr. C, Uttle dream- 
ing at the time that he himaelf should ever be in exs^Aly the 
saBie predicamen,t, seems to cast many doubts on the assertion 
oonvqred by SmSi ui his ".Rhapsody," that his author had a 
pulsion fcixB die court! ' ' 

Ti^e iuft tt4d that while Young was in Ireland, ihost proba- 
cy in the suite of the Duke of IVhaTten, the Dean one eAiUc- 
noon pointed out aaoUe elm, which in its uppennost branchi- 
es was jnueh withered and decayed, to which pdntii^' he 
Baid to hhn, <* I sballbe like tint tree, I Ehtdldleat t<^l*' 
■ ." It will surprise you," adds he, addressing himsdif to Dr. 
'JobAscm, "to see tne cite second of Atkins, case 136, Ailete 
fceiriKj' (he Attomej'-GCTiera], March 14, 1740, as authority 
ftr the Ufe of a poet But biographers do not always find 
' -Budi 4>eHain guides as the oaths of the persona whom they re- 
cord. Oumc^or Hardwicke was to detennB% whether two 
'Umnities granted by ^e Duke of WhartM to Young, were 
Jfbr l^;al oonsideratioas. One was dated the 24th of Man^, 
1719, and acconnted for his grace's bounty in a s^le princdy 
^and taanmendable, if imt legal ; — * considering that Uie pub- 
Be fgobd is advanced hy die aicourag^nent of teaniii^ and 
'rire polite arts, and beii^ ' pleased therein with tlie atteblpts of 
< Dr. Young, in conraderatkm tlm«>^ imd of the love 1 beoar 
.him,&c.'- Theotherwasdat^'^I0thrfJulyyI792." ' 
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' Mr. Hwbeirt draft racoiidBitiiat Voltiui^ baVing ridiculed 
Milton'B sUa§oi7: of JBin^and Death* in tfae company <J fail ftu-> 
Uuir^ (most'prebably^Bt tbe celebrated Bdb Doddington's,) the 
tbllowing- extcai^re. epigram was tbc peaatbiaeBl to v^ich 
tfaiac^brated Frenchman ^xwed himseli' on this oecaeioD : 

" Yoii are id nihy, profligate, and thin, 

At once we think thee, Milton, D»th, and Sin 1 " 

■ ; He also seems to prove that the flawing .celelH:ated lines 
idjound with ihepqetica Uetntia, aa Lady Elizabeth Young, hec 
dttilghtw sad burisand, ore the persMM supposed to be alluded 
fo in ^ Night Thought^; all fii whom died at fiir more da- 
tant periods : 

" lasatiate Archer,! could not one sulSce ? 

Thy shaft flew thrlce> and thri<^ lay peace vas slain ; 

And thrice, ere thrice yon moon had filled her hom." " 

■ We ere tcdd soon after thi«, that , <* wbea Yoaag was wHt- 
ing.a tragedy, Grafton is aaid by Spence^ to hkre seiit Iiim « 
boman ^uU, #ith a candle in it, as a lamp ; aqd the poet ia 
reported to have used it." 

Aft^ statute that it is un&ir to bdng Uie gloominess of 
*' Night Tttob^ts " to prove the ^oomineis of Yoang, aad 
io dlicnr that his goiius, like the genint of Swift, was, in (Mtie 
BcUure^ the aoHen inspiration of discontent, he remarks, that 
hivpcriiHwasuidebted tohig good hunijOiir for an asaembly 
and a bowling-green. _ \ , ' 

■ " ■Whetheryoa thhJt wthme, Iknow not," addibe; but 
f- tbc &V(nirit$ maxim, de mortuisnil nisi'bommt, always spewed 
to me to savour more of female 'weakness than' of maaly reft^ 
ton; He that/has too miu^ feeling to ^^telJt it) of the dead, 
iafab, i£ ibey cwnot defend tiiemselTOs, ore at least ignorant 
oi his abuse, will not he«^te, by 4lie meet wanton Oalunmy, 
to 'destroy the quet, ^he fbrtnoe, the ripoliation of the tiving. 
-YetieeipBUifris not beard btdettfa the tM&b any more than 
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*' De mortuis nil iiisi verum — De vivis nit niti honum, would 
approach much nearer good eeiue. After all, the few faandr 
fuls of remaining dust, which once composed the body of the 
author of the ' Night Thoughts,' feel not much concern, whe- 
ther Young pass now for a man of sorrow, or for a * fellow of 
infinite jest.' To this savour must come the whole £unily of 
Yorick. His immortal part, wherever that now dwells^ is still 
less solicitous on that head." 

Our author next enters on the task of proving, that the 
character of Lorenzo was not pourtrayed,for Dr. Young's own 
son; and, by r^ieated references to the text, he establishes 
this beyond a possibility of doubu Dates, too, are called in 
by way of evidence, with a force and eflect that put doubt and 
suspicion to silence. " The marriage, in consequence of which 
the supposed Lorenzo was bom, happened in May 1731. 
Young's child was not bom till June 1733. . In 1741 (when 
the poem was commenced), thb Lorenzo, this finished infidel, 
this youth, to whose education vice had for some time put the 
last hand, was only eight years old. An anecdote of this cruel 
sort, so open to contradiction, so impossible to be true, who 
could propagate? Thus, easily, are blasted the reputations 
of the living and of the dead." 

Mr. Croft, while on this 8ubje<^ hazards the following 
strange assertion : — " Young was a poet g poets, with revo- 
rence be it spoken, do not make the beet parents ; fancy and 
imagination," adds he, " seldom deign to stoop from theii 
heights ; always stoop unwillingly to the low levd. of common 
duties. Aloof firom vulgar life, they pursue their r^id flight 
b^ond the ken of mortals, and descend not to earth but when 
compelled by necessity. The prose of ordinary occurrences 
is beneath the dignity of poets." 

Notwithstanding all this, we now distinctly learn, that 
Youn^ who died at the age of eighty-four, was actually a bad 
firfher, -or had a bad son for his of&pring 1 

It oii^t not to be here forgotten, that Dr. Johnson sever 
parted with-Mr. Crt^ during the time he was coUectiag Bute- 
rials for this Ule^ without recurring to Uie adventure already 
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fainted at, which occurred at All Souls, and exclsiiliiag, — 
" DoD't forget that rascal TindaU, l^r 1 Be sure to hang up 
the atb^t !" 

Soon after this period, Mr. Croft, as has been already men- 
tioned, entertain^ serious tbotights of quitting the law, and 
entering into holy ordcn. Had he persevered, and been for- 
tunate the highest honours of the bar were now (q>eD to his 
ambition ; and the road to the Woolsack and the Cbaacery 
bench was hetii strughter and shorts, perb^>s, than that to 
Canterbury and Lambeth. However, there is no arguing i^unst 
pr^KwiMSJons ; more especially, when an individual thinks be 
has a vocation for any particular calling ; and the sutyect of 
this memoir, after having thrown away the l^wun of many 
yeara, and spent a considerate sum of mon^, at length dis- 
covered, that his taste had always been for the churdi, rather 
than the bar. 

He accordingly disposed of his chambers in IJncoln's-Inii, 
and r^aired once more to Oxford. While there^ in die Au- 
tumn of 17S2, he wrote a postscript to the life of Young, in 
which he tdls Dr. Johnson, " how much be is honoured and 
bettered by his ft-i«idabip ; and if I do credit to the church," 
adds he, " ^ler which I always longed, and for which I am 
now gMng to give in exchange the bar, tbtHigh not at as late 
a period as Young took orders, it will be owing, in no small 
measure, to my having had the happiness of calling the author 
of * The Rambler ' my ftrieud. 

« H. C." 

To have been the coadjutor of Dr. Johnson, was creditable of 
itself; and, to have obtained the esteem of that great man, who 
could not be persuaded to alter uiy thing but a single sentence 
bestowed in his own praise, will be deemed by most, a rare 
instance of felicity on the part of a person then 'wholly un- 
known. And yet, after all, this life abounds with doubt, am- 
bigoityt and indecision. A great degree of hesitation is used, 
both in respect to the author of the ' Night Thoughts and lot, 
s(m ; and the biographer seems to think, like hi* firiend, in re<- 
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^GCt to Addison, " that it is prc^r ntUur to aay nolliiDg that 
ii ialae, than all that is true." . 

So early as 1775, Mr. Croft had commenced hi§ literiary 
career by ^oeatiB of a imall volume, entitled " A Brother's Ad- 
vice to his Sisters." HU *' Love and MaldnesB," published sboiM 
1780, containing the story of the untertnnste Miss Ray, vrtio 
wtts shot by her lover^ the Reverend Mr. Hackman, in a series 
of letters*, produced considerable Jsensation in the public 
mind; and occasioned gceat enquiry after the anonymous author. 

As he was a man of inde&tigable industry, after the demise 
of oar great Lexicographer, Mr. Croft conceived the idea of 
publishing an improved edition of Johnaon's Cidioiiary.f 
Proposals were actually published in 1792, but the list of sub- 
scribers Was not sufficiently enconra^og to hazard so ponde- 
roas and expensive aa undertakiiig. This must have (ope- 
rated as a great discouragement to Mr. Croft's;, literary pur- 
yuits : tar he hiad purchased a number of books, &o. and 
actually studied the northern languages, with an exprete view 
to this undertaking. 

Meamdiil^ his cousin, Sir John, the fourth Barcmet, having 
died in 17!}7, the title devolved on the subject of this menuur; 
but as it was inutccompanied with the ancient patrimony, it 
proved no great subject of gratoiladon. At this time too he 

• Tlieie Icltin ire given a.i a conapondcDce •uppuied to hitt puied bctweea 
MiM-Ray, mJitrMi lo the Eari at Snadwu-h, ind the unfeitunate Mr. Hicknin, who wu 
d«p1]r iraillan whli hei chiriDt j ind bf whom ihe im uuutnUed. Thej ttt rtij wall 
wriltco, and cOiiUin a net]' pathciic and intereiting acctnml of the twty of Cbattenon i 
indeed, we are of opinion, that thit tulbor ii the onlj one who hu done real juttie* (o 
Chatlertou'i memoiyp 

'■ Hi. Haekmaa Rguio u tbe hiaioTiin of Chattenan, and (he whole, ihniigh ' boi^ 
raw«d pfitODa^' (a> the late Lrird Orfoid tffteaa 1i), it a moat ingeaioua Bction." 

t " A omi edition of JolinMin'i Dictlonaty, coneclf.1, wiilunii ihe imalleii omiiaian i 
conudenbljr improved, and enlarged with "">" 'han twenty tfaouiand ««di % itlaSBHed 
by exaJtiplafnMn (he boolu quoi«>| hji Dr. Julinaon, and fVfim. oihera of the beat Miiho- 
ritv in oar 04ii, and former tiniea.'* — Advert, 

It apptan from the propo»Ii circulated on ihia occiaion, that the luhKiipiion wai to 
ba 13 gniaeaa: half to bi paid atdieiispe sfaubicribiag, and half oa the de]i>B}r of ibe 
ttutd Toluioc . Thia ipWndid dtaigu wai rendered abortive for want of management, a) 
ha coald not sevure a auffici«ut niunber of nilnciibere, after long and ineffecluat altempta 
cten CO leeure an Indenurifiealion for the erpcncn of paper and ptintiog ; wliboat toy 
nfectutiQiUbounl . . 
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was msmed, and had children ; so that the bar<met^ instead' 
of an honour, most probably must have been deemed an in- 
cumbrance. 

In the course of the same year, we -Snd Sir Hubert on the 
Continent *; for about that time, he published a letter to the 
Pnocees Royal of Enf^Aud, now Queen-Dowager of Wirtem- . 
berg, " on the English and German languages ;" accompanied 
by a table of the " Northern languages." This was always a 
&TOurite subject with him. When the late Mr, Manningf, 
in consequence of his acknowleged skill in Saxon literature, 
most happily translated and illustrated the will of King Alfred, 
from the original in Mr. Aatle's library, our author was selectad 
to superintend the printing, and conduct the whole through 
the Oxford press. This was accompUshed in a way to do credit 
to Ae Editor. ' ■ 

Having been disappointed twice in his life, first as a lawyer, 
when he conceived the plan of a new edition of the statutes; and 
next as a man of letters, when he issued proposals for a Dic- 
tionary of the English tongue ; and being also destitute of pre- 
ferment in theChurch, it is but little wonder, that Sir Herbert 
Croft shoiild Be considered as a disKppoiilted man. Indeed, some 
years sinc^ he disposed of his extensive Ubrary; and in I80I, 
retired to France with a very scanty income. It would appear 
from pubUc documents, that a pension of 2001. per annum had 
' however, been enjoyed by Imn for a considerable time ; and it 

■ He wu at Himbargh, in 1796 ; mi, in 1 leittr from lh4t cHj, he oburcM n 
taSowi: — " AEleraliling SiagMtni'i will, in the Aiigl<>~S«t«n'bjigni^,.I .<te»r- 
miDed on vh*t I hid thnntgh to muj juri wiihed fuciD opponuiiiljr of doing. I n- 
•olTed mth Skinner, Juoiua, Hickei, ■nd Johtiinn in mj hind, to Mcend the ut- 
ciont itran 1^ the BKe, fur the puiyqte of rlthing (hk fbunttiD-hwd oT iln Engliih 
longuB." — He rectitfd (bout (hia period > (upeib gold medal from the Bi>g of 
Sireden. 

- t'HleRevatndOmtiManmngiF.R.S. end F.R. A. wiaedunced It Qoeta^ Col- 
ic^, Caabridge, wbere he obuioed the degree of M.A. in 1744; «BiI thuof fi.D. i« 
1793. Having been nominated Chtpliin to Dr. ThBmu, Biihiqi of Lincalii, hepro- 
cnreiltbrou^thejiatronageortKitPreltteihe I'tebend nf Milion Eccletia. Mr.Nicholl), 
in iol. ii. p. 4*11. of " Ut«rary Anteiotet of'ihe Eighteanlh Ctmarj," <Annv," that 
tolhe llieiarj pan oTWi own countrf, Mr. M. perfonoed a mMI accepttblB lukt'in taking 
up, and by unweirieii applKT.iion completing the Saion Dictinnary began bj' hii friend 
die Bveiend Edwutl 1^." Thii wtk wU publirfied iu a >ol>. folio, 1 779. 
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might have been wished p«-ht^>8, that this grant had been 
encreased in &vour of so meritorious an individual, whose zeat 
and loyalty were so frequ^tly displayed in various publl- 
catitHis. He never returned again to England, having died 
at Paris in April, 1816, at the age of sixty-five. 

Sir Herbert Croft was a man, who to great erudition, and a 
most extensive knowledge of the ancient Sax<Hi, as well as mo- 
dem German and French languages, united a high reputation 
for social talents. He had been twice married; first to Sophia, 
daughter of R. Cleeve, Esq. by whom he had three daughters ; 
and secondly to Elizabeth, sister of Henry Greswold Lewis, 
of Malvern Hall, in the county of Warwick, Est}, and Sarah, 
Countess of Dysert, by whom there is no issue. 

No one more sincerely rejoiced at the restoration a! the 
Bourbons. On the occurrence of that event, he addressed 
" Congratulatory Verses" to the Duchess of Angouleme ; and 
also " Reflections," addressed to the Congress at Vienna. Both 
of these were written, print^, and published in Parts. 

Listt^tke Works 
. Of the See. Sir Herbert Crt^, Bart, and B. C. L. 

I. Life of Dr. Yotmg, inserted in JcdinsoD's Iive6 of the 
Poets. 

3.' A Brother's Advice to his inters, 12mo. 1775. 

3. Love and Madness, a story, too true; in a series of let- 
ters, 12mo. 1780. 

4. Fanaticism and Treason, or « dispassionate history of the 
Rebellious Insurrection in June, 1780. 8vo. 

5. The Literary Fly, 1780. The first number appeared 
Jan. 18, 1789. 

6. Some Account of an intended Publication of the Statutes 
on a new plan, 1782. 8vo. 

7. Sunday Evening Discourses, 1784. Svo. 

8. Letter from Germany to the Princess Royal of England, 
on the English and German l4anguages ; with a Table pf the 
Northern Languages. Hamburgh, 1797. *to. 



dpyGooglc 



SIR HERB»tT CROVT, BART. IS 

9. Hints for History, respecdug the atten^t on the King*! 
Life, Ma; 15, ISOO. 

1 0. Prc^KMaU for publishing by subscriptioD a new edition 
of JohnscHi's Dictionary ; corrected without the smallest omi^ 
sion; considerably Improved, and enlarged with more than 
twenty-thousand words ; illustrated by ^camples from the books 
quoted by Ttr. Johnson, and by others, of the best auUiori^ in 
our own and former times. 

N. B. Tlie subscription 12 guineas. 1792. 

11. Congratulatory Verses on the Restoration of the Bour- 
biHis, addressed to the Duchess of Angouleme, 4to. Paris, 
1814; and — 

12. Reflections for the (xmsideration of the Congress at 
Vienna, 8vo. Paris, 1814. 

The Hev, Sir Herbert Croft, was succeeded in the baro- 
netcy by his younger brother, the present Sir Richard Croft, 
a distinguished accouchew; 
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IWitk an Analysis of his principal Works,'} 

The life of this extrftordinary man is replete with incident. 
It is difficult, however, to designate his rtaHon with exact pro- 
priety: for if the character of a Priest be inddibte, as was 
maintained in Parliamwit, while discussing, the case of a 
celebrated Philologist, he never could divest hims^ of diat 
ittie and ofiSce. Certain it is, however, that like the Author 
of EITEA nTEPOENTA, he considered this as one of the 
many politic maxims of the Romish Church, which had be- 
come obsolete and of no avail, posterior to the refom^on. 
like him, Uierefore, he deemed himsdf, of late years, a lay- 
man, and always was styled, and wished to be oonaidered, aa 
well as addresaed, in Uie dwracter of a private gratl^nan. 
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la eeapetA to his nteinoira, aa^le materialfl ewtt relatire to 
all-tbe prindpal epocbs. He irae known to a wide circle <^ 
□un of lettera ; and by founding, as veil as preddiog for m^y 
years, over a great, floorisliiiig, p<^larr and bmevolent insti- 
tution, his name, cliaracter, and actibm, have become lamiliar 
to the public at iarge. A gentleman * indeed, while be wasycC 
alive, actually wrote and published his lift^ atask fei- which be - 
had become emioeatly qualified by a long sod intimate ae- 
qoaintance; while the author of the present article has seen, 
peniaed, and t|ad in his possessiim, a manuscript Biogn^hy, 
compiled under his immediate inspection, and corrected t^ 
his own hand. 

David WilliaiM was a native of Wales, having heea bom 
at en obscure village near Cardigwi* in 17SS. His fiither^ 
<»ice possessed considerable property, but hi consequence of 
some (uuuccessfiil speculations in that qiedes of uadergromd 
lottery connected with mises, his circumstai)$;es became em- 
barrassid, and.he removed from bis former place of abode to 
(he above county, with a fimuly consisting of several childrau 
"While these were sent to a neighbouring school &K education, 
the dder Mr. Williams endeiivoured to seek for reli^ from 
the rejections incident to^his miaf(Hi:unes, by associating with 
the Methodists, who then, as noiP, were extremely numerous 
in the principality. But not content with the consolations 
derived from region, he determined to extend them to his 
childrm ; and actutdly pnqnwed to dedicate one of these to the 
ministry; indeed it appears to have been (he very pinnacle (rf* 
his ambition to have beheld his dearly beloved David a teacher, 
or as he was pleased to express it, a Saint among, this class <^ 
Sectaries. He was accordingly educated, at Carmutben, 
e]q»resaly for this purpose. 

■The late Cipitin 'ntomu Monii,i>bD livedfiii niinf jan. In >h« nnt amcMrred 
Mandihlp, uul Ikmiliirity with Mr. Willitma. Tba; mei idJ conrenxl dtil j g butu 
length, icaeliiefi unhappily intCTTened, and not onl; ihcic iotiniacj, bnt. tfto Auix 
ae^uarounH ceaacd. 

' ' The Ctpuio m, one d( du rarl; pNDumn of the Ihinir fiud, and aetoallj ap. 
.Ffanl iuthe character of Richard III. for the bfocGt cf that iuiitutian. 



■dDyGooglc 



ii ' MB. W1LLIA»8< 

The son, however, according to hia own cftndid confeasmn, 
was utt«-]y un<]uslified for the sel&dehial and austerities <^ an 
trvvig^cai hfe. Gay, sprightly, uid ardent, his boeom la»> 
giuihed for pleasure ; he widicd to mingle with the woiid at 
large; and soon began to hotd in abhorrence all those " for- 
nialideB and grimaces" i^i(^ were scrupulou^y required' of 
one, who aapired to something approximating to inspiration. 
Two circnmstancefl chiefiy concurred, however, in fixing his 
w^v^ring reaolutions: the one was the extreme poverty of hit 
Kmily; the other, the dying injunctions of a fond parait: 
Ihes^ powerfully co^p^ating in the present instuice, uid no 
other provision indeed, offering, to administer to his necessities 
be Anally consented- to submit to the usuelpreparatory forms, 
which it may be easily Hipposed, were neither tedious lior ex< 
pensive. 

We now behold him, while still a youth, officiating in the 
character <^ a minister, at Frome, in Somersetshire. Although 
he had then scarcely attained the age of manluxKi, yot he ap- 
pears to have actually become a popid^ preacher. As a c(hi- 
vincing proof of this, it is only neoessary to state, that at 
twenty-tWo, such was his rcputtti«i for piety and seal, that be 
received mi invitation to the city 4)f '£xeter. On this occasion 
he underwent the requisite formalities of a new ordination ; 
And as be was now colled upon to preside over on Arian con- 
gregation, it is evident that he had changed his Methodistical 
principles, for those of a class of dissent^^s, then, as- now, 
■not very numerous. 

B^g both young and volatile, he appears, however, to have 
be^i still unsettled as to religious tenets; for soon after 
this we find him Engaged in a plan to introdufce a Sodnian 
liturgy amcKig his new Sock. A soeie^ for this purpose, had 
actually been formed at the Octagon Chapel, in Liverpool, 
and Mr. Williams spears to have had such a firm hold of 
the consciences of his congregation as to induce them to adc^ 
it. Yet, he did not long remain wilii those who had thus im- 
^cttly submitted to his craitrouL Two di^rent reasons have 
been as^gned for bis quitting the West of England : he on his 
part, urged the hypocrisy of his associates ; while hia enemies. 
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on the other tiatidv iDsinusted that aotwithntanding the ap- 
parent^ and perhaps real fervour of his devotions, the preacher 
who had proved unable to aabdue bis own passions, was not 
exactly fitted csther for his charge or his fimcticms. 

Be this as it maj', - certain it is that Mr. Williams repaired 
to London for the egress purpose of improving his condition; 
and it is-a most convincing proof that his conduct could not 
have been very obnoxious, either at Frome or Exeter, when 
it is recollected, that he was now cordially rac^ved by n new 
flodt, and for some time actually did duty at a Diawnting 
Meedng-Jiouse, at Highgate. H^e be preached a course of 
semuHis " On RdlgioiH Hypocrisy," which discounes were 
afterwaids puUished. He also iqipears at this time to have 
minted freely with the world at large, and to have oAien 
frequented the play-houses t for he now b^an to write 
dteatrical criticisms, and to enter into discussions on various 
importwut subjects. Accordingly, about this time, ^ipeared 
a " L^ter to Mtj Oarrick, cHi his conduct and talrats as a 
manager and performer;" and also " The Philosopiier," oon- 
sisdng (tf- three polhical conversalioni, dedicated to Lord Mvi>* 
fidd, and the Bidw^ of Gloaoester. 

Nearly at the same period,, a respectable, if not a numerous 
portion of. the clergy of the Churdi of Englani), aj^peavs to have 
- wished to be relieved fr<Hn certain consta^itious scruples. They 
accordingly asscmbted at the Feathers' Tayern-j in Leicester- 
fields* and Jaeing joined by a great many Dissenting Ministers, 
a petition for r^ef in respect to subscriptiffli to the thirty-nine 
srticleij was immediatdy agineed upon. On this occasion, the 
aiaiataaaoe of Mr. Williams is -said to have been invoked. 
CertuB it is, tibM. he penned - " Essays on PubUc Worship, 
Patriotinn, and Projects of Reformation," but on this, as'cm 
famer ocoesions, he was thought to have leaned too mucb 
towards Deism, for an Orthodox Dissenter; aad in an ap> 
^endtK, 6«<m aiW mt^oined, he openly attacked the creed of 
liifi -former awociates, of whoa he now todc leave, for ever. 

Dozing soBoe yeftrs, a new uid great sdieme had been 

broodiBg iti tos mind, which he now det^mined to carry into 

c 2 
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unmediate execution. It i^)peaTed to him that the syBtem of 
education, then destined for youth, was not adapted to the 
age in which he lived i many essential branches of instruction, 
he thought, were 'Omitted in our great schools ; while the 
coHf^es, founded in times of Monkish Bi^rstition, were 
liable to serious and insuperable objections. Actuated by these 
considerations, in 1772, Mr. Williams determined to est^isb 
an. academy, in the immediate vicinity of the metropolis, 
aod adopting the plan of John Amos Comenios, the cdcbrated 
gnunmarian and divine, who had been invited to this country 
about the time of the civil wars, to reform the English schools, 
as anutdel ; he accordingly settled at Gheisea. As it was ab- 
Bohitely necessary that a female should preside over his house- 
hold, about this time also, he married a young lady, for whom 
he had long entertained a great regard. 

He once infonned the author of this article, that his success 
on the present.occasion was astonishing. Notwithstanding he 
had left the Methodists, and quarrelled with the Dissenters, 
^et, no sooner had he puUished his pro^Kctrts, in which he 
BUfg^ted his intended improvements, than his house filled 
apace. To encrease his success, he, at llie same time, published 
a tr«ati«eaa educaticm, in a small volume, for the purpose of a 
more easy and nq)id circulation. 

While at Chdsea, Mr. Williamis resided near to the river, 
in Laurence.street, and if we are not greatly misinformed, in 
the very house, at (»ie Umeoccupied by Uie late Mrs. Macaiiley, 
the hist(»JBQ. About this period, the important subject of 
education, began in an ^ninent degree, tok engage the public 
.attention; and while the writings of MiJtcm and Lodtt, <m 
this sul^ect, were . read with eagerness, the new notmns incul- 
:C«ted with an extraordin»y degree of etoqumce, oad for a 
time, with an extraordinary degree of ef&ct also, by Rousseau, 
occupied the minds and speculations of every one. 

The subject of this narrative i^tpears to have not pnly con- 
8id«^ a schqol as a taicroamh or little orgaiused world of 
Jtself, but ^so to have wished to introduce every thing ther^ 
eUher useful or ornamental in actual life; On this occaHon it 
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was QiiiJbriDly obiBerved by him, that he expenenced &r lew 
obstmcfioD from indodlity on the port of children, than 
Jroni tiie obstiMcy end pr^udices of thar parents. With a 
conimendshle zest, he insisted as a first principle, t&'at a strict 
adherence to truth should be ever held s sacred as w^ as ito- 
mutable rule of conduct; and to attain this practice, setting 
aside all ideas of daty, in a moral sense, he proved it to be 
the interest of his pupils, to avoid and abhor every thing- con- 
nected with a lie. To procure their confidence, and avoid 
even the ^pearance of superiority, he himself, would enter 
into the class with than, and submit bims^ like the youngest 
boy in the school, to the inspection and controul of the usher. 
All personal punishments were prohibited; ncdhing was efl^ed 
by authority alone ; thus arbitrary proceedings of every kind 
were most scrupulously avoided. But he produced the wished 
for efiect, and that too in a higher and better d^ree, by in- 
troducing uoong his pupils,a lively emblem of the'noble institu- 
tions of thar native country; and punishing, not at^ordiug to 
the caprice, ill humour, or interested partiality of a pedagogue; 
but by written rules adi^ited to the state of the society. Ao- 
cordiogly, a body of laws was formed, in a general assaoibly, 
and tbese were enforced by means of a-trial by jury, every oiK 
readily submitting to the verdict of his peers. 

It was his wish, to connect and combine £imiliar otge^E 
with every branch of science. Thus, he is represented as 
teaching get^f^hy by gradual surveys of a house,, a neigh- 
bourhood, or a. district, while the previous view of a black- 
smith's ^op or a kitchen garden, led to the study of miiiera]<^ 
and botany. The principles of drawing and mensnratitHi 
were^ugbt at the desk; but the practice of both was after- 
wards elucidated and endeared by Httle excursit»is, for the pur- 
pose of effecting the execution, in a practical point of view. 

Somewhat like the Bellian and I>ancaeberian plan of ap- 
pointing monitors, appears also to have been adopted; 
while finance, and other branches (£ statistical studies were .- 
introduced into the h^er classes. It was the (pinion of the 
su^ect of this article, that globes and maps should be niadt^ 
c S ' 
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not bought; tind to effect this purpose, widt ability, that the 
assistance of artists should be invoked, in t}ie first instatwe. 
"He also connected the elements of history with geography in 
all its branches, and appears, about this period, to have had a 
" Sectetary to an embas^," as one of his private pupils, who 
was very conversant, indeed, in respect to langnageb, but 
utterly iacompct^it to resolve any of the cotnin<m problems so 
fiuniliar to all those acqufdnted with the first principles of 
ge(^;raphy and astronomy. 

With his ordinary scholars, he constantly referred' to the 
" Collection Academique" and the French " Encyclopedie,'' 
when information was wanted fer the acconpliAhment of some 
purpose, or the fonnation of some machine ; aad he found the 
impressions, thus conveyed, to be lasting. He deemed the age 
of thirteen or fourteen fitted to comprehend the doctrine of 
air, tlie construction of piimps, the science of hydrostatics, 
and the pursuits of chemistry. Mr. Williams considered ^e 
essays of die late Dr. Watson, Bishop of Llandaff, as among 
the most useful and entertaining books for children. 

In short, " he pursued, in practice, the plan which Rousseaa 
had sketched ffoni imaginations" and he thought "tlmttbe 
fruitless efforts of the mind, in in&ncy, to understand the 
subtleties of grammar, the ambiguities of poetry, or the mys* 
teries of metaphysics, were generally succeeded by an iodolmt 
acquiescence fatal to all -great or Manly eterlitms." 

But another great and leading object, dttring tliis period of 
his Uie, was a new.^stem of faith; for l^e subject of this 
memoir wished to amend the religion of the nation, iii the 
same manner, and at the same time, as its education; Mid 
dius, ' like a young man, by attcsnpdng too much, at one time, 
actn^y effected httle or nothing I About tiiis period, the 
unhappy and iihlbrtanate contest with our American coksuei 
took place, and a native of die Tran»-Adanlic 0»itincnt; who 
had distinguished himself b(»h as the greatest dectrjci»n«£faiB 
age,and the most strenuous asserter of the ri^its of his insurgent 
countrymen, became ^iprebenNve of lus persond safe^^ At 
the new institiition, at Cbelsef^ hc^ for some time^ '■ SoanS bath 
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a Gaeure and hoqiitaUe asjrlum. * III coajnnction with, or 
rather at the iiutigation, . perhap*, of this celebrated man, 
who undoitbtedly asBisted in the formatioii of his code of ethict, 
Mr. WiUianiB drew up the system of a new religious tkith, tha 
creed of which was confined to a sin^e article. Here follows 
an exact transcript (tf it : 

" I believe in God ! — Amen" 

And it may not be in^rop^ly observed, in this place, that 
when the indcpendeoce of America was declared, and ascer- 
tained, this became the sole subscription required from uiy of 
the citizHis of the new republic A Common Prayer Book was 
dso con^iled, on a similar plan, iif respect to brevity ; but 
wfaetfaer it resembled that now adc^ted in another hemisphere, 
ffi which all repetitions are avoided, is difficult to resolve 
without an absolute reference ta both. Some doubts, perh^i^ 
may exist in the minds of many, as to the actual participation 
of the philosopher, just alluded to, in the plan under con- 
sideration. But these are now obviated in the fullest and most 
catis&ctory manner; for the writer of this article has been 
lately -assured by the grandson of the late Dr. Franklin, that 
Mr. Williams obtained his assistance in the shnplification and 
arnu^^nents (rfa new litnrgy. After it had been printed, in 
1776, he trannnitted copies, not only to several distinguished 
persons^ in EngUnd, but also on the Continent. The follow- 
ii^ is the reply to the letter accompanying it, fj^m Frederick 
the Great, whos as it is evident from the address, was deceived 
both as to his character and profesdcMi, having taken him for 

• Id lertareiaani. vol. iii. p. 24. Mr. WlHiMus refen to Oili incidmt, which the 
wrilCT of tbii uticle hu, indacd, bcuil him mentlun, in camcmtion, with bnoming 
pddf- " At.lb«>imato •hichj ntn, L|ihi|gKi[to of cooulEnbla fioK, (Dr. F.) 
■liamfoitBiwhvirMCa] into poliiict, took refuge {nim > poliual Harm, in our ftmilf ; 
iDd oiiered with tnt, ihe cbincterliiic of geniut, into aenW of lu eniplajintiii*. I 
■fiitnti he inipaitirakiIj(laMe(l)tnhlh*ail]'q>pll«iionof irithmtlinldGilniiy, 
«• qacuioii* of ofarioia or jmponuil uw. All ihoM nlculMiont on tbe pown at 
cODipound IntereM, in uinihilaiiag debit or ■animnlwing |iropeitj, wtra D»de *■ 
, which have •inee tuwd political writers into <i1^ d^rcei of repn- 
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s Tnan of Tsuk and title. Were it permitted, at thia distance 
of time, to guess at the occ&Bion of the mistake, it might be 
furly attributed to the res^nblance of his name to thftt of the 
]ate Sir Charles Hanbury Williams, K. B. vdl known at home 
on account of his poetry; and ^road by his diplcmlatic staticm, 
having been minister first at the court (^ B^'lin, and after- 
wardB at that of St. Petersbui^h : * ' 

" M. le Chevalier Williams, 
" Je viens de recevoir a la suite de votre lettre du 20 du 
mois de Mai dernier, I'ouvrage, que des s^timents de liberty 
et de conviction voub ont feit donner au public sous le titre 
d'Essai sur la Liturgie. Votre attention dam cetoivoy^ne 
fait plaisir, et c'est pour Vous en t^moigner mes reia^^dmenta 
que je vous M* la pr^aente, priant Dieu en m^e terns anr cc^ 
qu'U ait M. le Chevalier Williams en sa sainte et digne gard& 
" Frederic. 
, " A Potsdam, 
« iBlOd'Aodt 1776." 

This letter, the language of which in a grammatical point 
of view, is very questionable, was accompanied by another 
&om M. de Catt, private Secretary to his Prus^an Majesty, in 
which be pays many compliments to our author, assures him 
how much the king is interested in the success of so accom- 
plished a nlan, and begs he would transmit all his literary pro^ 
duc^ms for his pemaaL 

The " PhJloBopher of Fetney," nearly at the same timc^ 
ac^owl^red the receipt of his litui^, iii a very elegant 
^istle: 

" I have perused it," observes h^ " with all the pleasure 
that a Rosicrucian would enjoy in reading dlie work of an 
adept. It is a great comfort to me, at the age of ei^^-two 
yean, to see toleration openly taught and asserted in your 
country, and the God of all mankind no longer pent up 
in a narrow tract of land. That noble truth was worthy 
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of your pen and your tongue. I am, with all my heart, one of 
your followers, and irf' your admirers ; and with much respect 
Your most humble 

Obedient servant, 

Voltaire." 

Mr. Baqie, a ieam^ German, then residing in London, seems 
also to have approved of his labours, and Mr. Bode, of HaII^- 
burgh, to have been enthusia^c in the praise of the " good 
Samaritan, Williams." In addition to these testimonies, may 
be added that <^ M. Teller, an eminent divine of Berlin, who 
congratulated him, in English, about the same period, *' on 
his intention to est^lisH a worship for universal believers in 
the Deity ; and I am very glad," adds be, *' to see this now 
performed, and the external forms of devotion, according to 
your intention, very well executed; for it cannot be denied 
that the b^ef of the one Supreme Being, and the study of 
universal benevolence, are the most important articles of the 
Christiaa Religiffli itself. 

" But I am now very desirous to know what approbation 
your worship has found in (with) the public? 

", I send you by this occasion (opportunity) a specimen of 
(a) like form of worship, proposed by Mr. Basedon, at Dessau, 
in the principality of Anhalt. I wish it may have your appro- 
bation, and that all your endeavours for promoting a rea- 
sonable reli^n may succeed. 

" I am, with great esteem, 
" Your humble and obedient servant, 
" Berlin, " Teller. 

" tMy^O, 1776." 

Meanwhile, the academy at Chdsea continued to prosper"; 
for ^thongh the terms were so hi^ as to circumscribe the 
pujuls to the children of opulent parents alone, yet such was 
the reputation of this institution, that the number of students 
were seen, not gradually, but rapidly to increase. However, 
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all at once a stop was put to the projeets and the prosperity of 
Mr. Williams, by the sudden death of a dearly beloved wife. 

This domestic calamity quite unmanned him. So much, 
indeed, was he a£fected by the melancholy incident, which 
appears to have been equally sudden and unexpected, ^at he 
actually eloped from the scene of his afflictions, and leaving 
his scholars to shift for themselves, abandon^ his reudence 
without consulting any one. Ovei^«4ielined with grief, and 
utterly inc^able of attending to business, he now secluded 
himself in a. distant county, during a period of many months, 
and seemed not only desirous but resolved, to avoid all inter- 
course with mankind. 

Having thus voluntarily rehnquished the emolamenta and 
advantages resulting from his new establiehment, and rejected 
all the &VOUFE of fortune, at the precise moment when, for 
the first time in his life, she appeared ready to befriend hun, 
Mr, Williams, on recovering from his sorrows, like his father 
on a difFerent occasion, seemed to seek both for help and con- 
solation, in religion. 

Soon after this he determined to extend his plans, in order 
to communicate with, and include others, who either thou^t 
,ia the same, maimer with himself, or might be dispos^ to 
adopt bis ideas. He accordingly opened a chapel lb Margarets 
street, Cavendish-square, and it is not here meant, to be con- 
cealed, that the mode of worship was after a new and un- 
authorised system. But«s this did not prove popular, even 
in a small d^ree, being entirely confined to about a score of 
auditors, success was of course wanting. Indeed, little wonder 
will ensue, when it is recollected that the spirit and forms 
of this institution, were equally hostile both to churcbmeo and 
regular dissenters. Notwithstanding his total (iulure on this 
occasion, which was feadily anticipated by seveial d his 
friends, he published bis ipauguration sermon. . This was sotm 
after followed by two vtdiunes of lectures on the universal prin- 
ciples of 'religion and morality. 

As it was now evident, that the subscriptions had become 
utterly inadequate to defray even the expences incideot to 
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the plan selected for public worahip; and the auditors had 
proved scarcely suffici^it to fill a common sized room, lie was, 
at length, persnaded to assemble them ia one. At the sugges- 
tion o£ the l^e General Melville, * a man of amiable charao 

* Tbk gcBilrawii aftcmnb pvAliUied hit nn> crtii, ubiEh u h«is ral^Bnt, 
lognltei viih ilie nols which ucompanled ir, both being uUrcntd (a t ImidkI 
Dirine tml D.D. who hw ttmati iha Eil][w wiih then. 

" lodoaed it ■ cepj of i PhilMopbical Creed, which, while KemlDg to bt In ilxlf of 
ihe ilrieUM InA, y«t ii ■□ eomprilutitiBt in iu piineipln, u to idmil inj •pplio- 
tioD* ct tbem, mnti ronduclva la it* greu obJMI, (■• cxpnoed In the 7<h Article,) 
b^ ill penoni, howeKT mnch differing in ibeit ptr|itabc pemMinu or pnftwOH, on 
the hetik ofrere^ad nligioiii, orpdiiioIeoDitiiaUoiu; cnn from the direct oppoiiin, 
naintly, the neni ntiomlin, sad the moit derout nligioniit ; the freeil Blh»CTaU, 
and the moK abtohite Jfonorrafe, who all »i^ne in the o^'fcf , but dISet in the inri 
fowiioi.. 

BnwM-Mmi, aislAvguii, 1791. 

Muitum in Parvo, 

A CREED. 

NATUHAL, INVARfABtS, AND TUNDAMSMTAI. [ 
Endiitg tuiere iRori Creedi begin, j/et in to fOr aUrodactoiy to Una ai thtir 
contenti maif bt Jtmnd to be antfomaile to il. 
IM. Hut hj mj utDr*r I ■»* ani, ind enr have bren, wlille inlie, and in 1 mte 
flfKmibiUt]', jioitnwiji RiMing, under an incnunt lucceHion ctf conscioui (esiationi 
OK XEiENiATiOHi, pTOdimd byniua interott or exiernti i both tbeie lenatioDa ud 
leMiUHioM, nUnnllf and neoeiMrilj impljingmj txiilna; but ihe latter tnilf n im- 
pliei 1117 idtnfifjr. 

3-1. That alio by mj caniciDui eenutlDni and reieatationi, produetd by nuiei ei- 
l^nal, iaai aaturtll]' and ueceoarlijr implied, tha caitleDn of theae extemali of nature 
id ma; and theae twounta afteruatioti, inlcmalJf and *it«ii]all]> canaed, ue the 
a of mj knowledge of taj owa eilitenw, and that cf entermil 




or ipGolte la dantum or time, mnM be alio infinite 
ailimfti to eiihar are not eonravable. 

Mb. That (he etemil and infiniie EiTaranci mat be either hituri uNiTEiiiiit, or 
an eternal and infinite CAttti of nature, which did cnate, doei auitain, and might tiinihi- 
lale nxttina. 

eth. That which ever of the ' two, be the eterail and inGmis nuaUBce, whethei 
■atnta or natota't eaosc, it u nnnweliBj ti impoaaiUe for man by lit natue aoly, to 
know. 

7lh. That, tbt hat italt of Mtnn, with iba beat uxof it bj Kan, in ai &t ai 
nitorallj productiTe ol hii greatett aum of jbafiptneii in alt etagea of hia Biiitanee, 
whelberln inditidoalitv 01 loClKTr, ii erer iha aoit eaaentitlobjeGtsf hii nature. 

Sih, Hat thii most enentlal abject ii nainiallf lelf-endeat to, and •> anjojcd by 
lian, while an inditldual-ia Bcdrtade, or i< competentlj MtaJndble bj him in that alale. 
Ana xbe beet oie of naliiTe and eiperience. 
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ter, and unimpeachable morals, an apartment in tiie British 
Coflee-House, Charing-Cross, was accordingly eelected for 
this purpose ; and the congregation, which had now dwindled 
to twelve or fourteen, accordingly assembled thete, for a con- 
siderable period. The wits of that day were accustomed to 
remark that the dinner, accompanied by excellent Madeira, 
and no small )>hare both of good humour and hospitality 
usually given by the above-named patron of the institu- 
tion, in Brewer-street, after the lecture, operated as no small 
inducement to attendance. 

When this establishment had closed, Mr. 'Williams engaged 
in a variety of literary works, and being fully sensible of the 
numerous calamities to which authors in general are not unire- 
quently liable in a peculiar degree, particularly in this coun- 
try, he conceived the happy idea, if not of annihilating, at least 
of alleviating the misfortunes of this class of men. Accord- 
ingly, he associated with a few friends, whose numbers at 
first did not exceed six ; and of these the narrator is un- 
luckily enabled to name only two, besides himself, viz. Ciqitain 
Morris, the elder brother of a gentleman whose Lyric Muse 
has often prolonged the midnight festivities of the metropolis, 
and gladdened the hearts of all those asssembled around the 
convivial board ; together with the Rev. John Gardiner, since 
;d, but then Vicar of Battersea.* The sudden death of 



Sib. Tbii ihit fuDdBmcnial and imponant truth, dihoogh hj lUlun in min, h ni 
■HKonljpfiiiTio, and iudcpendtDi of, sny human laws or kivulid rkuoiom, bat 
mutt iiill be equillj to in > *ufpo«d tuta of loullj DiteJuiucd lud ptrfccllj lolitvj 
indi'idiuliiy } ju in thai of wcielj it will uloiiioc rcquin the conmning lidi of both 
taw utd nligion, in u Eir u they maj b« u»eful o> nwemry ft* iht wid moat •Munul 

lOih. That, lull}, th« eipediency omcccwit]' in tocieljfor ihcMddt&omtawutd 
religion, Bill ba preciielf in proponion to ih« deficiency or incScacy of the btit uM of 
r^ACreauaornstitraJrEUgiiH); tmdthc dagm of prr&ction !a both km »d retigioii* 
formanVInd, miui necesuiily aod OKtly be in iht ratio aC ibt'a conliirmily and'eoD.- 
ducinnru u> the moit ewendtl object of human natiue, ai atited in the 7th anicl* of 
thia Cittd. 

LondoD, I7S^" 

■ Pertiapt, th* nunc i£ Mr. John Nicholi, F. S. A. aatfaoi of (he Hiiioiy of Lcinilet- 
•Ure, liwaiyAiKcdotM, &c. Sic. oight ta b« addad to iba EbuDdmalraady.Miindk 



,y Google 



HR. WILLIAMS. Q9 

^ learned ftitd accomf^hed Floyer Sydenham, M. A. of 
Wadfaam CoU^e, 0»ford, in extreme poverty, and literally 
of a broken heart, originally attracted their attention, and 
proved not a little favourable to their infant institution, in con- 
sequence of the Bensations produced by that melancholy event. 
It was at Erst intended, under the idea of supporting and en- - 
couraging obscure, but meritorious writers, to publish their 
works for their own exclusive 'benefit ; but it bochi became ap- 
parent, that this would, be converting the founders into boc^- 
sellers ; and that the trouble, risk, and uncertainty of such 
an undertaking, would swallow up their scanty funds, and 
annihilate all their beneficent projects. It was accordingly 
determined, after some ineffectual experiments, to confine them- 
selves to occasional relief. Even this contracted plan, for a long 
time assumed an inauspicious aspect; but, at length, recourse 
was wisely had to publicity. Annual dinnere were arranged 
and advertised ; pc^ulor noblemen were selected as Presidents 
and Vice Presidents ; while respectable Oendcmen became 
Stewards and Registrars. In addition to this, a r^ular com- 
mittee was formed, and at length a house for the institution 
fvas sdected and rented in a central situation. Subscrip- 
tions and benelactionB now flowed in apace ; and a posthumous 
dcHiation Srom a namesake and descendant of Sir Isaac Newton, 
at length contributed to give stability to the system. It might 
appeal both invidious and indelicate, to mention the names of 
men who are still alive; but, it may be allowed to observe, 
-diat the author of this narrative has himself recommmded and 
procured occasional assistance for one of the greatest mathe- 
inaticians now -existing in Great Britain, with whose feelings 
-on this occasion, he had a long and tdmost hopeless contest. 

Although the funds, as already observed, were at first 
'Scanty, and their powei^ of beneficence necessarily circum- 
scribed, yet, Mr. Williams, and his worthy associates proceed- 
ed with undiminished ardour in their career, and, in the course 
of twelve years, they appear from the registers to have dis- 
tributed tlie sum of 1 6801, Hs. among one ■ hundred and five 
persons. Since that period, from causes alrnidy assigned, thar 
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sphere of action has encreaied, and man; eminent peraons who 
have powerfully contributed to the amusement and the in- 
struction o! their countr^Tnen, have had their necessaries sup- 
phed, in a limited, it is tm^ but, assuredly, in a delicate and 

aati&ti»ry manner. The learned Dr. H (now no more), 

was relieved fr(»n his temporary onbarrassments throu^ tbte 
channel. The institution has lately c<Hitributed to the educa- 
tkrii erf' the (Bphan son of a ceiebfated poet ; while the last mo- 
ments of the celebrated Mr. Ar. M -: — were cheered by its 
jufUcious beneficence. 

After this short, but it i* hoped, interesting digressicHi, we 
Bhalt return to (he subject of these memoirs. 

In the year 1 789, appeared " Lectures on Education : read 
to a Society for promoting reasonable and humane Improve- 
ments in the Discipline and Instruction td* Youth ; by the Rev. 
David WilUams ;" in 3 vols. 8vo. The first of these was de- 
feated to the Duchess of Devtmshire ; the seeond, to the 
Duchess of Northumberland ; and the third, to Mrs. Blair { 
bU of whom were complimented on their attrition to this in* 
terestiog sul^ect; while the two former received due jvuse 
for the truly maternal care with which they had reared their 
oSspring. 

- \vi. I> contains sixteen Lectures; the first of which is occu-^ 
pied with the subject of " parental love." Next follow gene- 
ral observations, and exfdanatory remarks. In Lect. IV. and V, 
it is hud down as a maxim, "that Schools ought to be the 
Images of Life:" VI. contains an account of ^leprivate attempt? 
to refenn puUic customs ; VII. " Aforal Seatons :" VIII. on 
the "* Activity and Curiouty of Children :" IX. "Natural Hia- 
toiy:" X. "Parental Substitutes:" XI. " Advantages of PvJt»- 
lie, compared with those of retired Situations :" and XII. " the 
Learning and Science of Infiuicy." All the remainder are 
dfdmitfd to a consideration of the " Virtues of In&ncy ;" and, 
" the Fn^riety of, as wdl as advanti^|et resulting from, a 
Love of Truth." 

Patental tenderness is 'a principle, whicb vhea virtuousir^ 
•and affictiimately fimoded, leads, we are told, to the fpaHr- 
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est and best actions, and has " immortality for its ol^ect in the 
prosperity and happiness of a tamily." " But, it is mischievous • 
and btai," adds our author, " if not conducted by season and 
, virtue." " Mistaken indulgence by parents of weak and ordi- 
nary understandings, uxl the effects of that fendnesa whidb 
spoUa children, by over nursing, saving them trouble, and fos- 
tering their caprices, do not come under consideration at this 
time. Too mudi oare and attention to save th«n trouble, may 
be sometimes owing to real affection under, the directing weak 
judgment ; but the common indulgence of childrm in their 
entices, proceeds from the wont of sufficient auction, or a 
selSsfa r^ard to our ownease. To pursue steady and salutary 
measures, necessary to the healUi, education, and happiness of 
children, may be often attended with pain and anguish to oui^ 
selves, but hardlyever to them. Parents usuaUy allege, in excuse 
for not adjusting deviations, that they have not the heart to coi^ 
rect ; that they cannot bear lo see children suffer, or to hear 
them cry. With the affectation of tenderness, they are guilty trf 
actual inhumanity; they suffer the springs and principleB t^ 
their future characters to be weakened and injured, because 
they h^ye not sufficient affection to extimd their desires and ' 
views to the general happiness of their of&pring : and the pro- 
bability and project of future wretchedness make no impres- 
sions On their hearts. But they camiot bear to have Uttlc 
caprices checked, or irr^ularides (^temper smothered and ad- 
justed; because, though they have no hearts, they have out- 
ward senses, which are affected and disturbed by the excbma- 
tions and complaints of the children. These parents are to be 
found in the class of sentimental moralists, who make high pre- 
tensions to virtuous aiifections, and who have no feeling but 
for themselves," 

Mr. Williams considers " correction," as a brutal idea. 
" Bodily punishment," according to his system, " is never ne- 
cessary with children, unless they have been ipjudiciously 
managed, and then it would not be used by a wise man, who 
had time to have recourse to inducements. Punishment," 
adds he^ " is the expedient of ignonuice and vice; as it is the 
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manner of a savage to use violence on a machine whose move- 
' mente are obstructed. Wisdom never punishes because it can 
adjust; and it corrects errors by removing their causes. 
Children, who have the good fortune to be under the direction 
of wise and virtuous parnkts, by having their little deviatimis 
observed and adjusted in time, enjoy presoit happiness in a 
much greater degree than others ; while the essential prinia- 
ples of future excellence are taking firm root in their minds." 

Mr. W. also considers it as a common error on the part of 
parents, to contemplate riches as the means of happiness. He 
deems this error fatal to children ; and he fancies it almost in- 
credible, " that men, in a state of considerable avilizati<Hi and 
knowledge, should have been generally employed in procuring 
fw their children all the means of lu^pinessexcqtt the c^Mcity 
of enjoying it" " Parents," it is added, " either wholly neglect 
every rational method of formiDg the temper and character of 
in&ncy, or entrust it without choice or consideration to those, 
who offer on the cheapest terms ; while they themselves pursue 
the arts of accumulating wealth, of obtMuing honours, or prc^ 
curing pleasures. Children form their opinions^ and ieam 
th«r morality, not from the lessons they occasionally hear, but 
from the examples before them. They disregard the formal 
precepts of low and wretched schoolmasters, and pant for th« 
m(»nent when they may acoHnpany their parents in paths 
strewed with gold, and have thdr hours and days dissolved in 
fdeasure. 

. " I have heeia severely animadv^ted upon, for presuming 
to diarge the present times with barbarism. I should be glad 
to be directed in denominating the unnatural inattention and 
want of wise and manly r^ard, in parenU for their oSpring. 
Men and women of fortune seem to be the only unnatural 
brutes in the creation. They alone produce thdr children, 
vrithout affection ; and when bom, they alone desert, or leave 
them to the care of any who will take them fixan mercenary 
motives. They cruelly withhold that food from their young 
which all other animals delight in administering; risk thdr 
lives to avoid the tender office of beneficent love; and ppevoit 
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die possibility of fenning the first sparks of domestic affection. 
And, ;Wlten they have thrown their children into the hands of 
nnr^s and schoolmasters, they betake themselves with great sa^ 
tisfaction to cares and employments better suited to their capar- 
cities ; and bestow expence, attention, and trouble, of which 
they think their children unworthy, on inferior animals, which, 
they render proper associates for themselves. Is it wcMiderfidi 
the children of such persons are not properly prepared for their 
stations? — that any foplish customs prevail in schools ?i—. 
that we are taught As many languages as wae given at Babel, 
and with the 5ame effect of confusing and ruining our intel- 
lects ? — and, that a method of making a child healthy, faeaest, 
virtuous, and intelUgent^ would be incomprehensibly or treated 
with ridicule T' 

After these preliminary observations, we ore told, that 
" education is the art <^ preparing a child for the duties of 
life." The primary object of attention is the both/. It requires 
both judgment and care, to assist its growth and health ; and, 
to ibna the first organs of sensibility, so as to receive just im- 
pressions. The Spartan policy was far too rigorous and unre- 
tenting: for the infant adjudged unlikely to become healthy 
and useful, was immediately put to death. This position is 
enforced, from the case of Agesilaus, whose debjli^ and defor- 
mi^ had nearly procured bis condemnation. Persons of a 
dlstii^uiabed rank have in many instances been preserved 
from a lingering death by being snatched " from the bosom of 
an enervated mother, from the fetid atr of her chamb^, and the 
poison of cosmetics and perfumes, and put to the wholesome 
breast of a hardy peasant, suffered constantly to breathe the 
element in tt'hich it must Uv^ and tossed and tumbled into 
life and activity. The heroes of antiquity are feigned to owe 
. health, vigour, and prudence to this precaotion. Gyms could 
not have been the victor and idol of Asia, if he had been nur- 
tured by Mandane; he is therefore said to have been brought 
up by shepherds. The founder o{ Rome was consigned to a 
Trol£ Indeed any animal mast be a better mother Uian a fine 
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Our author next censures " the injndidous and inhuman 
measures usually adopted under pretence of tenderness end 
kindness. Thus, the child is tau^t to dread every wind that 
blows ; and is made to believe, that the element in which he 
is destined to live, is his greatest enemy< This is not a fan- 
ciiul or exaggerated description. In communities called civi- 
lized, where riches are obtained by industry, but misemployed 
by tDJtididous luxury ; where fortunes are provided for youag 
people, and where young people are not prd^ared for the use 
or enjoyment of their fortunes; the greater number of those,' 
not under the necessity of labour, are totally useless to the 
world. They live for the preservation of their lives ; or, hav- 
ing been taught to apprehend injuries and dangers from earth, 
air, water, and every thing around thean, they die daily, and 
undei^ for years the terrors and injuries of a dissolution, 
which nature has ordmned but once." 

At length, when the faculties of the man develope ; or, v^en 
the soul has possession of the body, the business of education is 
generally commenced, lite first years of life, we are told, are 
left to ignorance or accident ; and the disposition, bias, and 
character, thus formed at random, are either rendered means of 
distinction, or subject to the permanent restraints ofprgudice 
and custom. " Educatiou is an apprenticeship for the employ- 
ments of life." What are those employments? — good hus- 
bands and wives ; good parents ; dutiful children ; affectionate 
relations and fiiends; useful members of communities; and 
benevolent citizena of the world. The prindples of these du- 
ties are in all men similar; and the measures to betaken with 
all children, to render them moral agents, are similar also. 
Educatiob should consist not of precepts, but of exercises con- 
nected with such important situations. We never misappre- 
hend the object, irfien qualifying youth for any inferior occupa- 
tion or employment. In that cas^ we do not fiirnish maxims 
to be committed to memoiy ; for, we see a good mason or car- 
penter cannot be formed by rules on the use of slone or of 
timber; — we exercise persons designed for such employments 
in their practical branches, and hardly ever fiul cS accomplish- 
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ing bnr purposes. This is die metbcxl pointed out by reason, 
bjr philoBOfAy, and by the wisdom and practice of antiquity, in 
die instruction of man for the duties of life. 

" To act on public theatres, men are immured in collies 
with priestfl ; end, to discharge the duties of society, women are 
dut up in aunneries and convents, or in boarding schools re- 
semUing them in inconveniences and vices. There, super- 
stition, medianic order, and poor unwholesome diet, check the 
vigour of the body and mind, or break the spirit into a dispo- 
sition, to be ever innncere, hypocritical, and servile. This is 
the description <^ modem education. 

" Youth should be habituated to t«nperance ; and prepared 
for the accidents of life, ev&i by occasional abstinence ; but, 
while children are guarded against intemperance, th^ should 
be fully fed with nutritive and generous food ; and the lessons 
of absdnence should appear to them to be mora}, not econo- 
micsL llie preset scan^ diet has &tal effects on thar con- 
stitutiaaiB. I^wders occasioned by repletion are easily re- 
■noTed;tbo6eoccasionedbyiiiaiutionseIdomornever. Children 
starved in our titde schools, never becomevigorous and healthy." 
It is&rwbrse, we are assured, in respect to females; and it is 
here intimated as a general truth, that " hardly a young person 
twed up at a boarding sduwl, can suckle her own children I" 

Do you wish to induce a child to love his brothers and us- 
ters ?-*— do not enjoin it as a duty : for injuQcdon cannot dfect, 
it may obstruct, your purpose. Produce connexions, or good 
offices between them, and you will obtain the object. Do you 
vnsh-to. render a hay suaoqidble of the g^eaX passions of lov^ 
frimdsliipi patriotism, and universal txmevol^ce? Do not in> 
flam^ or oifoeble his c^iening mind, with the glowing strains 
<^ ancient or modem elotpience on these subjects ; train him in 
die actual ezerdse and art of sacrifidng present gratifications, 
to those at 9 little distance ; and teach him by repeated expe~ 
rienc^ that every pleasure is multiplied by the participation 
of others. This is the art of edUcadiHi. 

Reason and custom are at variance in thdr motives ; and 

they tBfier in the means of acquiring thdr objects. The in- 
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structions of nature are by trial and exp^ieii<K; thpu of edit- 
catioD, by words, manners, and pFeeeptB. Cbildrm when put 
to school, are literally put to bookti under the care c^s nwDi 
who is merely a librarian in authority. Wldi himj letfnii^ is 
everything; and the useof learning-^— ic to beleamed. 

" The plan in general credit is, that of which authority ch- 
fear is the principle ; for the same reason thai; airbitfary gOVero- 
menta, under various forms have been generally e^blubed. 
Every understanding is competent to wield tbe sword ef a dci- 
,pot; while the arrangements of political and civilHb«l7,,Kem 
to be barely within tbe r^ch of human talenta. In education, 
ev«y solemn and pedai^fia brute, may terrify feeble and helpl^s , 
infancy into convul^ve eS^rts: jit may b4 barely In the power 
of the wisest mind to. comprehend t^e tendenoesand <lirecti<Ht 
.of the human frame; to assist without ctwtrcdlii^ its powers ; 
and to correct its deviations, withoirt destn^ing the spirit wliieh 
inay occasion them. In both cases, tbeeaaymethodfs adopted 
by ort^ary understandings, who still exult iA . superiority of 
numben, and in the difBcuIties which ^bartass and defeat the 
^brta of those, who quit the pid>Ucpatli, for. the labyrisdu (^ 
regulated liberty, or of reasonable educatiMi. Th«e eolfau- 
uastfi, these viuonaries, as they are c(Hnm<mly dentmunated, axe 
not likely to be redaimed, or ind^, to relinquish their Ih^ws* 
by the reproach and ridicule of of^ioneiita. Estimating the 
blessii^ of hberty, or of a reasonable and htunaae educatiod, 
by efifects in detached atid hnperfeot imttuices,' their imagina- 
ti<Hi8 form splendid ideas of perfect systems, caecuted with wi»- 
dom and probity. Thoughthesb ideas may never be<raalized, 
yet, like perfect forms and modeb in the arts, they are ever pre- > 
aentto the mind {^ the artist, who ndarges his Mtofaction and 
pleasure as he approaches and copies them." 

It was in vain that Mr.WiUiams att«npted tdobtaJn.saustanoe 
from books ; even Rousseau, proved unavailing^ ias he thot^ht 
his plan of leaving children wholly to themselves, or to emplojr 
them only in such exerdees as invigon^e Ifaeir bodieot ^ had 
so much the charactn of bnitafi^, as to be inadDuasiUe.'' Not- 
withstanding this de«laraU<n^ our author appean to bare «)ucd 
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tbe leudns of the antluM' of EmiU^ on a TRri«ly of Occasions, 
more e^MCuJl; when the Jotter took the ancioitB fot his models 

IVntb, he a»3m, wm his first ob)ect;«ild be soon found, 
that the taaerciift of authority waa productive of hypocrisy; 
tnstead.of '^fiircing," tiierefore, lie recommends children to 
be -" led" into empbyments. . . Wen llie '^ jlciving of a hoc^ 
in the streets, to be aMgnedaaa-task)" adds he, ^*tbeatnuee- 
matt would di8^pear,.and this -species of dexterity, reeoltt- 
lioD:, an^ perseverance, WDidd aevw attain its present perfect 
tiim ; the boy who now overcomes tks difficulties of crowds* 
would &ea be Qbatructed by the -first passenger, tmd wearied 
widi the dif^tiest ex^t^ioa" His experi^ice at length taught 
turn, *' that the eommoa meUiod- drfeate its own end by en- 
deaVooiing to anticipete it ; aad that the first years of in&ocy 
•re misemployed in stwyea whieh might prove the ornament 
or felidty; of more advanced periods." 

&B49onjuncti(n widi one of bis pufnls, he commmeed the 
study of natnod history, a subject then bat little known to 
himself; and he soon found that the boy was fitrmshed with 
occiqKiticxis Boitdd to bis powers, and boiudless as his curio- 
aity. The properties of wood and iron were examined, in 
diar Bative forests and miitee ; uid die labours of die carpenter 
and Uacksuitli supcarintended, when brou^t into tise, for 
the pnrpoee <^ trade find domestic ecomHny. 11i<r^ also, at 
die same tune, read " Emile," and " perc^ved its system to 
be a coUeotitm of ntaxtms suited to ancient Greece, blended 
with tbe customs ttf American savages." But the Jears, die 
jealon^, and intervention of the parents, soon put an end to 
these interesting pursuits. 

' On anetber occBsion, to r«)der untruth odious, our teacher 
a^^pears to have actually (Stained a lying b(^,irom a wottiious^ 
4>y- way of .practically exhibitjng to his scholars the dangel^ 
ba oQWO W, nod inutility of euch a base and cowardly habit 

He seems to have feund Ihe childroiofp^sons c^ condition, 

-extoaiiely pervose at first; . bat not half so mnch so, according 

to Ihs notitms, as ibev parents. The latter were irredaimable I 

■'- *' CfaSflmi- Weught to me," observes be, ** vrere -vicious 
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m/at in miniatore. The business of fashiomible educsttorii 
, {Conducted with ostentation and expence in private &nnlieii 
is on the prindplea of artificial gard^img; and Uie pupils are 
hot-house plants. Thar pn^jress and beauty damle or si^- 
prise superficial observers; but they sicken at the first- breath 
of common air; they have latent instpiditieB . discem^le to a 
natural br accurate taste, and th^ fade or perish with the 
rapidi^ they sprung up. — My actual business was generally 
differmt from the direct execution of my plan. Quintffian 
says, those who would learn music oS Timotheus, were oU^^ 
to pay double price, if they bad any previous instmction. It 
required more judgment and ddicacy than I could always 
command, to dissolve the m^^ricious channs of r^ned affec- 
tation or to correct passions forced into maturity, without ex- 
citing resaitments, which would have disai^xHSted all my 
purposes. The immediate danger was from the eariy foonation 
of vicious habits ; especially when the growth and vigour of 
premature passions were conadered, by parents, as indications 
of superior characters." 

It was the fixed opinion of Mr. WiIUmiie, that without the 
confidence of the pupil all the important purposes of education 
are lost; and he seemed to think, that the character of aboy 
at school, is his duiracter for life. In his tim^ he was <Kihr 
acquainted with three usefiil boc^: Com^uf^s "Janua 
Linguarum," " Spectacle de la Nature," and the " Precqitor." 
Happily since that period, we have been provided with a mul- 
titude of useful works, anditwillbe thefiuiltbothofthepfe- 
sent and the next generation, if they be not more wise than 
the preceding ones. 

It must have been seen jn tjie course erf" this work, that Mr. 
Williams, while a young man^ was eager to overturn many of 
what he deemed, the prevailing errors of the times; wdif not a 
desperate zealot of poUtJcal re^mn, that be wa9, at lea^ de- 
sirous of profitjng by the lights and knowle^ (^ the. age in 
which he lived. He accordin^y hailed the commoKemeqt 
of the French Revolulicm as an epoch peculiarly fcHtunate, 
not only for ttie nation itself but also for the. buifun spades. 
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With BOme of the actors on tlds great scene he was personally 
acquMOted, particularly with Brissot, whom he had known in 
England; and who, like himself was not only addicte^l to lite- 
rature but had beei at one time employed also, in the educar 
don of youth. 

At an early period of the revolution, and while as yet it re^ 
masned unsullied with crimes of any great ma^tudc, Mr. 
Williams, with Dr. Priestly, Sir James Mackintosh, and some 
other distinguished Englishmen, were declared French Citizens* 
by the Legislative Assembly, Soon after thisj when Louis XVL 
was at lei^[th persuaded to form a new administration from 
among those in direct opposition to his government, it was 
determined to invoke his assistance in the formation of a 
new constitution; and he was accordingly invited to Paris, 
by Roland, then minister of the home departmait He ac- 
ccffdingly repaired thither; but he was neither seduced by this 
flaUering distinction, nor led to augur any but the most sinister 
events, irom the character and conduct of those in pow»< 
He behdd the Jacobins' active, indefatigable, and sanguinary; 
,\^ule on the other hand, he percdved that the Brissotins, as 
they were th«i called, were passive credulous, and utterly 
incf^uble either of promptitude or decision. 

Madame Roland, in her famous " Appeal to Impartial 
Posterity," while giving an account of her hasbuid's second ad- 
ministration, expresses hi^ respect for the taloits of our author, 
as one of those connected with Ute new destinies of France. 

" Paine" observes, tins cel^rated female " is better caU 
colaled to make a revolution,^ than form a new constitution. 
He details and establishes those great principles, ^ vtiaeb the 
exposition strikes every eye, gains .the applauses of a club, or 
excites the enthusiasm of a tavern; but for cool discussion in a 
conmuttee or the r^ular labours of a le^slator, I concave 
Pavid Williams infinitely more proper. Williams altheii^ 
made a Fr^ich citizen also* was not chosen a member of the 
ctmventitm, in which he wbuld have been <^ more ose ; but 
was invited by the government to repair to Peris, where he ' 
passed several Bumthfl, and frequently oMiferred with the most 
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active repreaentstives of thenEtion. A profound tbinker and 
8 real friend to mankind, he appeM<ed to me to conlnne their 
means of hairiness, as well as Paine feeli and describes tbe 
abases i^ch ccHHtiEute their misery. . 

"*' I saw him from the very first tim^ that be was present 
At the sitting! of tbe assanbly, uneasy at the disorder of the 
debates, afflicted at the isfluence exeraaed by the gdleries and 
In doubt whether it were possible for such men, in suc4v cir- 
cumstances, ever to decree a national constitution. I cannot 
help thinking that the knowledge which he then acquired of 
*rhBt we were, attached him more strimgly to his eountry, to 
wMcIi he was impadetit to return, ' How is it possible,' said 
he to m^ ''for men-to debate a question, who are incapable 
of listening to each other? Your nati(Mi does not even take 
pain^ to preserve that external decency which is of so much 
consequence in public assemblies : a giddy manner, caniess- 
nesB, and a slovenly person, are no recommendations of a l^s- 
lator ; nor is any thing indi^r^nt which passes in public, and 
of which the effect is repeated every day ?' 
■ " Good heavens ! what would he say at this time, if he 
were to see our senators dressed, since the 31st of May, like 
watermen in long trowsers, a jacket, and s cap, mth the iMsom 
of thdr shirta open, and swranng, and gesficnlating like 
drunken sans-adottes? He would think it perfectly naturtdfor 
Che people to treat them like their Inqu^. and for the whole 
nation debased by its excesses, to crouch bmeath the red <^ 
the first despot who shfdl &id mews to reduce it tosubjec- 
tidn. — W^ams, is equally coaepetaO, to fifl a^ place in the 
parliement or the seaate, and will cany with him ^me' dignity 
'wherever he goes." 

- He doubtless obtwned this lady's a^^irobatitRi in ocMse- 
quente'f^ his ithorei%h hatred and disRi^rObatson' of the 
Jaeobioe. Tliese were considered lyjr him as so manyferoeious 
inoBStOTB, 'tint declared uid irreconcileaUe enemies of tdl syi- 
tnos calculated to restrain their passions. L&e her too, be 
«ddied*by some signal exertion to put down and to fiuM^ 
•Bofeelipierre, of whose Intnre ctimes, the mteds df both wodi 
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td have been alresdy de^ly imboed by antidpatioD. Nor 
ou^t it to be forgotten, that trout the very first, he counselled 
the preservation of the king, and augured the moat ^nister 
events from his decapitation. 

On Mr. WilUams's return, he wished to oomplete the con- 
tinuation erf* Hume, a work which he had und^takoi at the 
special request of a spirited individual, who had already pro- 
vided a series of most superb and expensive copper-plates. 

But, as our author had been recently in France, and the 
part he had takei while ther^ was cruelly and grossly mis- 
r3pres«ited, the favour of the court aod ministry could 
scarcely be expected to such an undertaking. A compromise 
therefwe ansiwdr asd a sum f£ m<mey was t^idered and ao^ 
tinted under t^ bead of indcnmifieatian. 

tit. Wilbaaas, was now getting tM, without beooming ric^ { 
his health too had &iied, aod infirmitiea of every Idnd seemed 
■eady to assail him. A paralytic a&ction having threatened 
to suspend the use of his liudas, he removed to Brandon for 
& chvige of m, and sented a house there, for a consideratle 
period. .But bis fbrtune was not calculated to support this 
charge and it ww fancied 1^ some, that &lliiig.like Beoli-* 
VogUo, inta misery in his old i^e, he would be nfiised admit* 
tanc^ polios, into that veiy.ho^tal, which he himaelf had 
creotad, ' But^is wtts tuA, the case, for aa the. eoQtraiy, in 
B cw c q uwioe- of the kind recwnmendalioa of Lovd. Pelliam, 
Aow Earl ofOBcheMw, and a targe body of the sqbactOers, 
he was innted- to take up his- abode in 4e house of (he 
Literary Fond, O^ard Street, Soho. Tho'e, in ^ character 
<^a remdattiary director of the jnatitutiaii, he waa to be daily 
seen, and ap|4ied to. He sat chiefly in the drawing^roon^ 
wiA a marble bust of Mr. Newton, an enoinent bene&clor to 
the society, «n one side (^ bun, imd NBodter «Chinseilf&i die 
^posfte cerRer.- These had heen otecuted 1^ «n ableatliBt^ in 
'cotisequence -of a vote of the sOcie^, and vreet OMisectAted t* 
gratitude I 

> in JAm homnraU^ ssylum, Mr. WiBianw was carcAdly 
^rttended by Us niece, to w^b<nB he -eery pK^eily baq^eaibe^ 
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tlie bulk oFfais fortune, which did not^cceeda few bimdred 
pounds. After a gradual decay of some years, he at last 
calmly resigaed his breath, on the 29th of June, 1816, and 
was interred on the succeeding Saturday, in St. Anne's church, 
Soho, where the following ample uucripuon marks the place 
ofhis B^mlchre: 

David Williams, Esg, 

AGED 78 years: 

Founder of the Literary Fund. 



In his person, Mr. Williams was tall, and well prop<w- 
tioned; he had been once accounted handsome; and wa» 
always particularly attentive to his dresB. In his manners, he 
was courteous and a&ble, and contrived at length to attach 
to him a number of respectable gentl^nen, v^ose principles 
were onihently hostile both to the political and religious creed 
which he had originally professed. 

In respect to the religious tenets, at one time entertuoed 
by Mr. WilUams, we are not fiilly prepared to descant, bec 
diose we are not acquainted with their precise import and teilr 
dency. It appears &om his own works that the (pinions which 
had gtme abroad on this subject, were eminently unfriendly to 
his views, as a teacher of youth. Without meaning to afford 
the slightest sanction to any thing contained in the following 
qootation, it is here given merely with a view of conveymg 
scone of his early opinions, both on the subject of educatitm 
and religim, and that too precisdy in his own woi^s : 

" In a state of gen^^ e^rvescence, when the spirit of 
curiosity is impelled by strong passions, the aid of reli^on is 
thought requisite : and some ideas of rdigion are unavoidable^ 
On this EiUjject I am not usually left to my own judgmoit : 
ah opinion prevailing that I must be averse to religious prin^ 
dples, the female Interest of &inilies is exerted in precautiona. 
agwnst my influence. 

« I can allow for prepossessions, or any thing analogoim to 
princ^lei but I abtuw profligacy. If the wooun are sapes- 
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slilious, the men are unprincipled : while the mother Is anxi- 
ous the child be not coDtaminated with philosophy, the &ther 
wishes religion to be formed into s conv^ent dress, to be put 
on or off at the pleasure of the wearer. It is my misfortune 
in common with thousands to disb^eve pretensicms to diniie 
commmiications,' which have popular ' sanctions. I call it ' a 
-mi^jrtune because in the present condition of society, it is 
attended with inconveniences; and whatever may be al](^|ed of 
die motives to free thinking, they do not generally furnish 
compensations for iu disadvantages, or injuries. Hence the 
ctmtradictory phenomena of the moral world ; whence know- 
ledge is gradually dissipating prejudice; without ef^cting the 
forms of religion or diminishing the number of its votaries. 

" The experiment I made on the subject, at some expence 
to the peace of my mind, and the convenience of my fortune, 
has furnished information which cannot be obtained by every 
enquirer; and the residts, if establbhments were demolished, 
every dung wearing at this time the form of religion would 
be extinguished. You will perceive I do not allege the&ctas 
an'aigument fi»- establishments: they form the great asyliun 
of UBprincipted hypocrisy. Hie general murmur of good- 
will attending the first intimation (^ my design, expressed the 
wUies of thousands ; but they ventured not b^ond'a wish : 
and many of those who flew to the standard of liberty before 
Aey had estimated the inconvenience, have atoned for the 
imprudence by an humiliating species of recantation ; or simk 
into the ranks of superstition, with precautionary accuiaula- 
tions of insincerity. Religion shelters infidels in disguise: 
it is the fortune of incautious sinc^ty, or improvident rash- 
ness to be brwided with the unequivocal marks of irreligi<m. 

^ No man, believing the admirable provisions of nature to 
be superseded by those of revelation, will treat it widi con- 
tempt, or even with habitual negligence; yrt contonpt of 
religioD is the dispoation, not of professed fi'ee-think^^ for 
- they are actuated by a different sentiment ; it is the gestetal 

■ dispootioD of the times : no penons ridiculeit so frequently, 

■ or-with ao moch pleasure as those who save appearances re- 
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qwctu)£ it wiOi the multitude, orwiioare si^iported . in eas* 
»ad affluence by its emoluntents. 

" Tlw pretenflions of diyine ibesiengen are "not, to m^ 
inattere of light diicoum. They are in my siiicei« appr^en* 
^cm, among the most fruitfiil and pemidons sources of im- 
posture, or opprewion ; they ebedt industry by the si^fiortor 
(Opulent claues, oomtitationally ^Ued to iile^tiinat« . power j 
(^ld they produce greater evils in human aoeifities,- than any 
other causes in my knowledge. If I ever refer to thesn, it is 
BM with trivial ribaldry, but with serious conc«ra, or indignant 
abhprrence. I am not, however, the apostle of irrd%iim. 
llie baoefiil tree has struck its roots too de^ty for my strength. 
I w<mld npt encounter the monsters that guard it, to t«ar off 
a branch, or to scatter a few leaves," 

It appears, that the subject of this memoir was very caudcnv 
of attempting to make proselytes. Whatever his own dou^ 
ini^ have been, he never tried to infuse th^n into the 
minds of his pupils. " Per3on%" adds he, " having-r^ooitne 
to me, in educatioo, have therefore nothing to apprehend frodi 
^e. While X scorn the aSkctatioa cA sftntimoits. I dis^^irove, 
J^ can respect sincerity, even, in p^midouB prgudioes; widl 
avoid all discussion of c^ioicHis daiominated rdigious. lliis 
conduct is so cansonant to my indmations, it is becdme a 
habit of 80 easy a nature, that &miliee who have been mao^ 
yeara connected v'oh me in educadoD, et^poee me a cleiwy- 
mat) in the ^ exercise or practice of coslomary duties; and 
£%queotly wish me to perfortfi such occaaiOnal offices as wAt 
gpe them fipportmuties of pecupiary complim^ts. 
.- « f^o propositiotn," says ba, "in oaxe of hia discouraes, can 
be iucontrov^tible, if the ft^lowmg be not^ — Moral phile- 
iffy^y to be. m wiefiil ^ aaay. other scieAce, should be u fire^ its 
prilM^ies ^iwed from «^Fisnee,ac« from authi»^;lii)«i»l 
.and uifbr;[(ed.'piip^6. bave g^ferall; .been cwviDoed .of this 
,tt|utb ; and the coovictioa (grated ie vanoua methodafiw the 
. a^vantc^ at society. The respeot they imprasscd vn their ai> 
.«|la*nbW9e,-the influeooe vi. thcic cwrersalitm or avka^ 
were^yojtiialiieto ths.iotcaetta of aukwl. . fiat aoand pU- 
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toEophjr renuuDed in « species of obtcuii^ ; Bometimes deeply 
clouded by ecom or qootempL It seeincd to me ^ enterpti^ 
of sQinf merit, to adze aa ^vantageous ^pot, left uoiguardett by 
superstitious despotism : where the cruelties or injuries of ex- 
hausted phrenzy had produced a suspensum of hostilid^ caUed 
toleraiion. The ground was untrodden, it had f^ inconveni- 
encea, perhaps hs dangers. The little interest or address in 
my power, could not induce caie man to accompany me; uid 
I first occupied the past alone. 

" Whether a measure, which may have some effect ui con- 
tinuing the alliance of morality and religion, can be justified, 
may be matter of fiiture consideralitm. My present concern 
is, to dispel the obscurities of ignorance or misapprehenuon. 
The injuries of malignity, I wHl, if possibly contemptuously 
avoid, if not, I will endeavour to repd them. I apeak before 
persons who have attended every step in the tudertaking; 
whose judgment I esteem more than any tMng assuming the 
form or consequence of pubhc opinion. - 
. *' In opening the ch^>el in Margaret-street, it was my ol^ect 
to daim for moral philosophy, the toleration allowed the extra- 
ragancies of gloomy enthusiasm, or the dc^roas of f^Mcioas 
sedition. Others had dared to think or write with fireedom ; but 
none had [daced morally at the side of superstition, by publicly 
tgaching its- doctiines. This object may not be out of ^y 
view, whatev^ be the fiuctuations of ^e society formed by the 
notice of my intention. X speak to the knowledge of ofiany, 
that I have needed obvious interests, and broke valuable 
fiiendsbips to avoid the empiricism of a sedat^ ; to adhere 
scrupuloudy to a design, which I may yet see ocknowlf^ed 
in its utmost importance." 

He conduces, by observing " that the impertinence of -rut- 
gar atheism is similar -to that pf a wcnin eoi}tanning the fiystem 
<rf Newton." .-*,." 

It has already been seen in the course o^this nan^v^ tlult 
Mr. 'Williams hbs a great and zealous '&iend to' trtdA i and he 
cm^antly ineulcsted its maxtipB, into ibe two seses, as indj** 
pena»Uy necessai^r for Ifoth. tie ^iprored of civility aiul 
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politHiess, and considered merit and ezceUenoe entitled to an 
ai^tionate rec^tion. But, on the other hand, the aSe<%- 
ation of these qualities vas most cordially detested by him* 
more especially when subservient to mean or selfish views. 

Hewas accustomed to consider complaisanee as something that 
occupies the interval between haughty obstinacy and meat) so-vi- 
Uty. A mind harmonised by the union of knowledge and virtue 
is prepared to tolerate infirmities or faults in others, which it is 
not inclined to adopt; and with which it could not assimilate. 
He thought, therefore, that true complaisance mig^t yield to 
the t^nqiers or inclinations of others beyond the limits inva- 
riably prescribed to its own. Politeness^ he considered as a 
gradation of beauty and elegance in manners, seldom to be 
expected in young people. He also deemed this quality not 
unfrequently in opposition to the virtues ; and often productive 
of great baseness, when employed to deceive women ; to sooth 
the vices and infirmities of princes ; ,to cajole private men out 
of their probity or property ; and to give the appearance of 
benerdent condescension to selfish views. 

He detested deceit above all things, and was accustomed to 
observe, that as the camelion assumes every colour bat whit^ 
so flatterers exhibit all principles but that of honesty. Wbm 
fbnales have become accustomed to this felse gratification and 
delight, he contemplated them as exactly in the condition of 
those unfortunate wretches who have acquired a taste for stroi^ 
spirits, and cannot live without them. 

Mr. Williams considered the plays performed occasionally 
at some of our public schools, as highly ot^ectionable in point 
of decency and morals; and he expressed his opinions freely 
and frequratly <m this subject. 

Tomurds the dose of his life, he appears to have changed, 
or rather to have outlived most of his fifioids. At an earlier 
period* as has beea abeady noticed, he was a great stickler 
for reform, both in respect to goremment and religion : but he 
now seems to have gradually relaxed, and as the society-whioh 
he had founded was liberally supported by many gentlemei* 
who held offices under government ; to we often bebcdd hint in 
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his latter days, ccmoected both with eminent divines of the 
estaUished diurch and respectable placemen, who were alike 
eager to promote his humane views. 

For scsme years before his demise, a gradual decline of mind 
as well as of body seems to have taken place. He was feeble^ 
and not only wrote but uttered bis sentiments with some diffi- 
culty. Although su[^)osed to have been, at one period, gifted 
with a considerable portion of eloquence, yet he was not fond 
of public speaking, and for a long time previously to his dis- 
solution, he constantly and studiously neglected the opportu- 
nities affi>rded by the usual complimentary toast, at the annual 
dinner : " to the founder of the Litra^ry Fund." On those oc- 
casions, he remained silent, and declined to make any public 
return <rf his acknowlegements. 

We shall conclude this memoir, with the following passage, 
written by a quondam friend and biographer. 

<< The distinguishing traits of Mr. Williams' character, were 
a boundless philanthropy and disinterestedness; studious of 
every acquisition that forms the taste, but applying the 
stroigth of his genius to the arts of government and education, 
as objects of the highest importance to the wel&re of naticHts, 
and the happiness of individuals. In his dress, el^andy plain; 
in domestic life, attentive to the niceties of decorum ; in public, 
politely ceremonious ; in all his mannas dignified and distin- 
guished ; in conversation, animated ; in his person, tall and 
agreeable, having a commanding look softened with afi&bility," 

List fjfthe Works of the late David WiUiams, Esq. 

1 . Several single Sermons, published at different times. 

fi. I^etter to David Oarrick, Esq. on his conduct as a man- 
ager and performer, Svo. 1770. 

S. Essays on PnbUc Worship, Patriotism, and Projects of 
Reformation, ISmo. 1773. 

4. An Appendix to the above, ISmo. 1774, 

5. Somons on Religious Hypocrisy, 2 vols. Svo. 1 774- 

6. Treatise on Education, IZmo. 1774. 
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7. Pbui of sn Academy for the InstructkHi of Youth, 1774; 
S. The niilosopher ; consistiitg of Uiree Polemical Coawt- 
sations, Sto. 1775. 

9. A Liturgy ; containiiig the uoiversal Principles of Re- 
Jigfon and Morality, Svo. 1776. 

10. A Let^ to the Protestant D>s»entera, ob the Political 
Conduct of th^r Bo^. 

11. A Letter to Sir George SaviUe, Bart, M. P. (m die 
Nature aod Extent <£ Intellectual Liberty, Svo. 1779. 

12. ApcJogyfor furofeasing the Religion of Nature, Svo. 
18. Lectures on the Uoiveraal Principles of Jldi^n and 

MoraUty, 2 vob. 4to. 1779. 

1*. Liters on Pditical Liberty, Svo. 1782. 

15. Inters on Education, 3 vols. Svo. 1789. 

16. A Fha of an Associadon on Constitutional Principles, 
small Svo. 

17. Lessons to a Young Prince, Svo. (This was never 
■ publicly avowed.) 

1 8. History of Monmouthshire^ 1 vol. 4td. with plate? &om 
drawings, by his friend the Rev. Mr. Gardener, Vicar of Bat- 
teraea. 

19. The first part of Claims of Literature, coDtuniog the 
origin, motives, olyects, and transactioas of the literary Fnnd, 
Svo. ISOS. (A new edition of this work, with a short li^ 
accot^Kuiied by a portrait of the author, was published by 
Messrs. Nichols md BesOfy, in 1S16.) 
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The Ret. JOHN DISNEY, D. D. F. a A. 

1 HE present, as well as the former volume contains the lives 
of many eminent diylnes of the church of fjigland, who have 
oot only reflected honour on our national establishment, but 
■aiso on human nature. * 

The article now subjected to the perusal of the reader, is 
intended to convey a biographical sketch of a distinguished 
clergyman, who deemed it proper, in the prime of life, and 
with the full possession of his faculties, to withdraw from that 
revered institution, of which be was an oroament, forsaking 
all prospects of ecclesiastical preferment, to profess himself 
not only a believer in, but the pastor of a diffetcQ^ and in 
Mine respetotA, perh^is, an hostile &tlii. — Ed. 



The late John Disney, D. D. is descended from a very ancient 
and respectable family in LJAcoInshire. His father John Disney, 
of Lincoln, Esq., possessed an estate at Swinderby, in that 
county, and had several children, all of whom, with the ex- 
ception of one f , appear to have paid the great debt of nature. 

The Eubject of this narrative was bom in the city just 
mentioned, on September 17, 1746. Being son of a getitlc- 
man in affluent circumstances, he of course received a liberal 

* See vol. i. Li^ or Dr. William ClOTtr, Lord BiibKp ot 3l. Anph, p. 1«. ; Dr. ' 
W. Jadnan, Loid Bbhop uf Oifnd, p. W. i Um ittj Rcr. Dr. VineaM, Doin ofWut- 
nimur, p. las., aod Dr. Wu*od, Lonl Biibop uf Lludaff, p. 430. 

f Mr. Ditnty, m elder bmli*r, in caiii«iu«K« oft mnruge viih tn htirru of that 
suns, unimed lh> oidniAun of Fiuhs, Mid by tin hdy, obuined tlw «Ute <^ Dm- 
-bui7 Fuk in the^niBtaf of Etui. Oh oriili dioglnen tauntd SiiW, Hiluf, Ba/i. the 
wheibccune the fife oC bii &nt coiuiiif Mi.Duney, ■buiiiteioTThc Inner Templi. 
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education. After obtuning a knovledge of the first prin- 
ciples of hiunan learning at home, he was sent to Cambridge ; 
for his &ther was a whig ; and that Univnsity was then denn- 
ed &vourabte, both to the inculcation and developement of 
those principles which had produced the Revolution of 1688; 
and by .placing William III. on the throne, paved the way 
for the introduction of the illustrious House of Brunswick to 
the government of these realms. 

Having been entered a member of Feter-House,, he so<»i 
distinguished himself by the am^^ of his manners, the 
correctness of bis conduct, and a taste and turn for sober 
enquiry and invesUgation. Being educated a member of 
the Church of England, he resolved in due time to ap- 
pertain to its ecclesiastical establishment. Accordingly he 
entered first into deacon's, and then into priest's orders, and 
became vicar of Swinderby, a small Uving in his native county, 
if we mistake not, in the giti of hie own &mily. Although en- 
titled only to vicarial dues, this, which was his first preferment, 
from a variety of circumstances, became a very desirable ac- 
quisition. He afterwards obtained die eectory of Pant^m, in 
the same county with the former. ^ 

It was his good fortune, «4ule at Cambridge to be honoured 
.with the acquaintance of Dr. Edmund Law, afterwards Bishop 
of Carlisle, who had been first a Fellow <tf Christ Coll^ ; 
then Master of St. Peter's, and afterwards a Prcb^idary of 
Durham. This eminent, pious, and liberal dignitary of the 
Church of England, in 1769, obtained the bishopric of Car- 
lisle, soon after which he nominated Mr. Disney one of his 
chuilains. 

Meanwhile onr young divine had passed through the 
intermediate degree, LL. B., and at length attained the dis- 
• tioctioD of D. D. High prospecta in the church were now 
op^ied to him, and he had eveiy tiling to expect &am the 
friendship of the worthy prelate under whose jurisdiction 
he had some time lived, and beneath whose roof he oc- 
cauonally resided. But Dr. Disney, had' entertained cer^ 
tain doubts as to articles of &ith and modes of discipline, 
enjoined and laid down, by authority, and subscribed to by all 
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who aduiDwleged the jansdictum of the Eogliih hjerarcby. 
If the writer of this artide be not greatljr misinfonDed, he was 
not «iDg)ilar ^> respect to his scruj^ee. The arttdes, about 
(hi» period, had become a subject of mtteaition, aod many di»- 
tingqiBbed mesiberH of the AngUesn Cbiuvh had, objected to 
thar nature and tendeQcy. An assodalaon w^s actually 
icnoMd, and a respectable body* both of ChurtduQai, and Dii> 
scstere, held a meeting in London *, for the express piuposc 
gg petitKHiing partiament on this very saliQe^ 

No reUef having been obtained, but on the contcary, all 
hq)e of alteration b^g cut off, Dr. Disney determined to 
■ct in strict conformity to his principl«a and profeBsion& 
: Accordingly, after due deliberation, be determined to mtb- 
dravr entirely from the ctwaftHmion of the Church of England ; 
bnd therefore, in a plain, open, and man^ manner, resigned all 
his preferments. 

. Ho was, perhaps, induced, in some small d^rce, uptm the 
prei^it occadmi, by the principles and practice of the vour- 
aUe and Reveroid Francis Bbtckbnro^ archdeacon oS Clcre- - 
land, with «^om he afterwards became so indmately connected, 
by an alliance with.his fitmily. This distii^piiihed. cles^ymaa 
was the author of the " Confessional, or a full and five mquiry 
tata the nght^ irtiH^, edification, and success of establishing 
systematical Ccnfessions t£ Faith and Doctrine ia Protestaat 
CSnuxthes." That woii was then much read, and had, at lengtl^ 
Boquived no small degree of cdebrity; so favoutable, indeed 
was he to the Dissaiters, that a respectable body of than, resio 
dent in the metropolis, was desirous to enrol such, a distin- 
fished name in the list of thdr pastors, on the . demise of 
Ihr.ClMadler. 

Whaterer. his precise motives may have been^ the c<mdQCt of 
Dr. Disney most be allowed to have been, honourable-and dia- 
tntereslsdi He doubted— ol^ected — wa» ocmfirmed in his 
disiwnt— vedgned' his emoluments— »id finally withdrew. 
At such a maa> as this, it was impossible li)r the finger of sown 
to point; foi< thq tongue of calumny to t^fanimt* ; or (ot the 
serpenl-tootb of bigo^ to assssL 

• Al llu Feathm Tneim, Leitwttei Square. 
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54 DK. DI8HEE. 

Nor was Dr. Dfai^ less fortanate Hi raspeet to anodNT 
tharactM- well known in the pditical world. — Mr. Thonu 
Br&rid^ who had assumed tlie addendant of Hcdlis, in cxa^ 
Beqaenceofdie willof Mr. Timo^y Mollis, aperscHi of Bii^;th- 
lar t^aracter, great worth, and exemplaiy patriotism. With 
&th gentleman he hsd trav^ed through Italy; aaiA tlu^r 
cfMoknisand prineii^ being of a siniileT tendency, the former 
unexpectedly fomid himself his heir, at his decease. 

Mr. Tliomas Bruide HoUis, never hortng been married, de- 
tennimed, IHce his bendiKtor, to select an heir for himself; and 
accordJDgty pitdied i^on axxA. educated a pnHnising yomig 
nati «xp7fesijy for this purpose. 

But Ihe si^ject <^ his intended beneficence happening- to 
die, at an eatly peri«d of life, be determined to dionec 
another, and accordhi^y, afi«r a long and intimite aoquaint- 
loic^ fixed <m I^. I^sney. Utor ininciples, both politick 
mid r^igious, were nearly if not exactly the same ; the maiden 
«ster of the testti^rfor wbcnn be had amply {»ovided* was 
tAA and infirm ; teaA he had no immediate relatives i^atever. 
The H(«. Thomas Brand, veti of Gertrude Banmeas Dacr^ 
nad Kni^t of the %tre for the coontyof Hertford, to whom 
this Iftt^ bequeathed )ier fintune) was only a third or finrth 
cousin. 

On die demise <^ Mr. B. HoIUs*, Dr. Disney published a 

■ Mtmaai of Tbomai Brand BnUii, Eiq. F. R. S. tad S. A. 
Of Ae mcoton of Ibn gnidnniii, we bnt the foUoirilig biitl bat '"**"■"■" 

1. John Biand, ciilzen ud mncer of Lotdoo, died Mwf iih 170B1 Inving three 
■OLi bj hii wile, whoae msiden nuue wti Aihbj. 

3. ThoBU %iDd, ^. of die lanerTem^, niMriedMvrguet Niib(it,OBljiki^b- 
tetiindMr of J^ni NUM) <f CUpftDf^unetfie tb*«aBaL7 of fleMi, Eeq. ud >« 
gnat gnndMhet of ihe Hob. Thomu Braod, of the Hoc, one of the pceaent lepce- 
•tnlftiine of thai countf ■ 

a. Timathj&indiOf iheHjde, milngkaatOM, EHex,tiMiDeroniiniitd£Mrum« 
time, (he iwiieiiiilii conoenp of ^ bifid! John, who e^euila bne been ■ uUc- 
Biercir, pHrehued the ^wre eitiie in 1 7 IB, and ptrtlj re-built theoiiiuioii. Sedr- 
ing from Inde, he eftemidt becune ■ Deputy- I^euieunt ud Miing M^iMiUe for 
A* «aimt]r, tiai uin t tfao <>£(e'Of SboiC Bf liW munaga iriib 6*nh, dnigblercf 
Thomar Hickling, &q. he left two daaghun, Sar^, who maniti Bjcbicd Giiada). 
E^. <rf iUitin Fiian, aad Eliiabeth, a mtlden lid;rj who died Utelj. 
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quarto vduipe, eootaituog hi« hSe, very sppn^riately adorned 
witb ft number of excellent eagraviiige. This was intended aG 



ThaiBu, bit onljion, oF stioni we ueaowtbout to tinl, «*> born to l}19i and 
m ediKtUd, Gnl at Brentwood, tod ifttrvardi tt Ffliled, in hii nitivB county ; 
thence he wu remoted (a the college o! Glugaw, end imiriculited in tlie lliird citu, 
in 1798. Heetteoded iha liciam of l>n>feHOT Hofdiiiiion, mod almp eouitiinad t 
high naptet For lhi< genlUmui: bit but, indeed, mi'couuatlj placed in one cf 
hit ■puiTnend, in London. 

In 1739, he nag edmitud « dudenlof the InncT Temple, and in 1741, icon after 
Iiii reiutn from tlie nonh, appean lo hav« taken cbanibeM within ibe pceeincti of that 
Inn of Court. 

In the lummer ot 174B, he let out on hii tnieli with hii friend Mt. Thomtl 
Hoilb, and ihej nturned (ogetbei, during the winter of 1749. Next }(«, hepro- 
eeeitedby biniieifoD hb second tour through Fnnce, Itilj, and Genaanj, aod coi- 
finued ibniad until the lummer of 1753. During ihii period) he became icquauiled 
with the l.oiJi Nonh indCaituKiath, who were then aiio travelling on the GontlneDl; 
and be Iiept up ■ coneipandence with the latter, after theii leparalion. 

Soon after hii eecand arriial in England he wai eleeted a member both of the Royil 
Societjand the Societjof Antiquariet ; he alw became a Governor of St.Thomae'a' 
Hoipit*], Sic. While aciivetj employed in town, doling the wioler, in* rental attendaacf 
on then and aimilai ioitiiutiani, he conitantlj tpent the aummer at hii countrjr leai. 
called the Hyde, in the erabelliahmeat of which, he appean (o hare taken great delight. 
In IJ61, be completed hii hall, under the anpcrinleadatice of that celebrated arcbilcct. 
Sir William Chambcn; and in 1773, obtained an dieiatiooaf aome of the^ai^inniiig 
reaila, ao ta to render the approach to hit abode both more euj and more comfbctaUe. 
There he, at length, finally settled, being determined to " tnjoy the peace of nature," 
in hiaowngttmnda. And there too, lis aai (requentif riaitedbj ibe aaaertora of public 
liberty, paniculai'ly Dr. John Jebb, wbo appeara to hare delisted ,in ihii charming 
Telreat. Alluding to what wai felt by him during the ipring, at the Hjde, a litlla 
before bia demise be obaened : " The sight of oaiurs in her Gnt exertion), ia ittetf 
•iKN^ to make a man better. 1 think I feel ila force." He died «xm after, 
March 3, 17Se. 

In 1774, Mt. HoUit man luteipectedlj obtained an addition of several thouaandt 
a yMl, to hi* patrimonial fiirlDiia, bj the demise of a &iend, who baa beeo clufacteriaed 
a* " an EogUsbaan, a lover nf liberty, bttcountiy, and ita original conn itntion, aa 
MOM nobly eonfiimedat the gloriont lerohition." Intliecoune nf the very nrit yar, 
however, id eoDsei{ueaee of cenidD rumoura ipread to his disadvantage on this vei| 
•ccobM wafind bin obacning, in a latlei dated Altaic B, 1771, " The botmiir and 
mnniiwaee of my fiiend, have not coatiibuted to m]r peace of mind, in coDeequenc* 
ef thBnabce and env; of panicular persons. They began nry early, and have cosp 
tinned to prevent that eruoymeni, which I might have expected : (or after the se>en(K 
eaaiuHttan of mjidf, 1 an aot sensible that I Wa altered my pHodplea, mj manner 
of HGi, or condDCt in genHal, v to any ptcson io particular, but endeavoured to follow 
Aa example of mj friend." 

Soon after thl* arenl, in addition to bb own, he uauiDcd tbe nan* f nd arms pf 
" Hottis," eaoMit mg td ibefiJou, oreapaf liberty, on ^cUeulaiantiqiMahield, (uJa, 
•uiddad within • bwdcr of iwalve eiroles, or. Tba cresl aw lamed of a wnatji of the 
E « 
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a" companion' to the life of Mr. Thwnas HdKs, and it most 
be allowed to- exhibit a fine specimen of the recent advance- 



coloun, ;hIci and or ; ■ iafga in ptle, pimited dowmnrd, vgeal. The hill >a 0<tl m 
jnofile, or, ataiuKiig on ihc gnud, «r. ' . ~ 

I . . " At liblikt dypcum, dalaeuUi nupiduhatum; 

f Jht gdkui (ipiti i dcfenditni i^ide pcctua." 

^ . , , Ovid. Met, tI. Jt, J9. 

f'talltO, hsat tengtb anompUihed hit wnhoT doing honour to ibe menorj of hi* 
decaied frienil, b; tha publication of lui life, in ■ nu^ifioeot qnuto lolanw, ic- 
comjiinW hy la *p|Mndii cf the umc liie. Both of thoe were tdocned irith rapeib 
MgnriAgi,' f ud ibe Khole conuiti of i actia of tbs bnt boofc prind that hu na ap- 
Pfued. in EngtiDd, The opence of lhi> work mad have heen piodiginuij it wa* 
' never pubtiihe'd, bnt glien airaj libeially, boih to dtitiogahbed indinduik and. aocie- 
iM : ID ahorl. It >a> tent ererj itheie, and to eveij one, iibenee the leait good to the 
tntaot pnbBe libertj mi likely to be dnind. To Mr. Acdideacoa Blackbarnc, who 
compiled Ihe miik, and wha hid belore received the lum oT fivs hundred pouudi, in 
eomsqaence oS a bcquett in ihe late Mr. Tiiomii Hollii'i will, a noble compeniairon 
wat prcMnttd: It ii gteatlj to beiamtnled, ibai thii publieaiion ihould iuie coniained 
■oneRrongnflectioniagaJnil the ftonan Cuholip ; but ihe geniuiof the ige, and 
(he tempef of the public mind, hai linee cxpelienccd great aJienlian in reipect to 
thia etaeniia] point. 

It irwell known, thit Mr. Thomu HcJIii vai deiiioiu of belng.a membei of the 
HnoiA of Common) ; and it nun nmalin to obiCTre, ihu it nouid han ticen loTIunale 
foiMr.Bnnd Hollii, had he never altempled to beeome a legiilitor. On the diuoluiion 
of PirHaneDt, In September 1774, a Hat fat the borough of Hindon, ni oSered him^ 
and a* he Hat to be aienipifroni all psuoat interpoiiiion at ihe eWiion, a teiloui, but 
imfiniileni friend, having andaiiaken to act as bii agent, qeiiher trouble nor dis- 
gMta appeand to be attached to thia tnnaaciion. He wei accordinglj returned with 
iha feWmfid General Smirh far hii e(dteagite ; but the election wat declared DOid, 
anda cnmnutMe of the Houie anon after declared, " ibtt the lining memben, and 
peti^stwn, bad alike been guillj of notorioui bribery." A proMcution immediately 
eniued, and the deTendanig irere aentenced 10 paj a fine of 1000 mailn, and auf&r lis 
month* 4o»prii6nnMBt . 

UMailitarr'^^li'l'te, on tbii occasion, hired ter; eipendreipanmenli, and lived 
ingertitaplendaiirxiduD theruleiof the KIng'i Bench, but the lubject ol thia itaemoir 
eontigwd himielf, during that unhappy hilf year, to obicuiily ; and never ihou^t on 
tfail idiiir, during tha remainder of hia life, Hithoul boiror. 

During ilie Aioerinn wir, Mr. Brand Hollia wu a alrennoiB friend to and idvocat* 
for the cauieof ihecoloniei. On tbii occaiioo, heappcan to have been ai cnnaidembiB 
piina anij expeuca in circulating what are called " Liberty Tract);" he also eneounged 
•everal trriieitio pobloh on thai lide of the qncaiion. 

It vaa abodt thia' peiiod, we believe, thai he finl betune acqnumed with Tbonu 
Wne, whuia Bnt work produced )uch great effici oo ihe iotiabiianta of the Tnn)- 
Adaoiic contintot. Hii portrait, ever »fler, occupied a conipicmmi part in ttwhovat 
in CheiterGeld'ittcet, Miy Fair. 

On-ihe conehilon of peace, Mr. Adami was appointed E^niatei Flenipotentiarj from 
the United Statei of America, to tha coori of Loodan ; and both thia geottei 
li) Udj )p«Dt HUM lima at the H^, boili in 1JB6 ind 1787. On thalr K 
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ment t^tlie-srts in England. And I«t it not be forgotten faen^ 
that tbe two HoUiaes, togedwr with the subject of this n 



AoKric*, thi]' bMUM hii cDrrapondcnli ; ind it wtnld ippcu, ftom wna at itti ¥)<«• 
PrciidcDt'a letura, thM bt «m (hen, tt kwt, no agmj to icgil goimumt, liniMd 
Ijr ihe Um. Wa luvt (latja uodentood, that th< Iiie Colarxl Himilion, mm of 
G«n«rtl Wul^iigloii'* Aidci-ic-Ctnp, mi a bold and open HWrtor of tbit JgetriDC' 
But MOn lEur (he dcmbc of tba Pre*idRi(, (ha Fodcmlitu Ion dMir idpokritj ; ml 
tbe npobKcuw eiei wwe, ^fHH 10 bare eoMllruad a dcckkd nuioritj, « Itut, la 
>U (ha clecliDM. 

llie Anerictni bed dreadj nooiliiMed * Hetluiaa P rt fia at, out of eonpl'imeiit ti> 
naanyDf that naiae, «bo h«l been benefuun toHirmnl Cillige ; aodin 1187, tba 
Unheniif of Cunbridgc, in MhucIkuhii'i, Gonfeited on tbe inbject of tLie nandr 
tbcdeGreaoFLL.D. in thamoetfletteni^ tenw: " Vii iilr piieclinu HunM Cnnj 
Hollii kncAffi, noKTK reipaUioe liurviB Herndiente &nler beoeficiu, at libanlie, 
lie." In MUitimiaivpealedpTCMiiti, he bequeathed to ihii college tbanuBofiMM 
luuidred poauW ) and preieinod nwRj botdn alio lo the Soeiaij of An>, et •wiaA ha 
had becD elened ■ member mt-vj T**" belbn hia damiM. 

At Mr. Hotlii nerer <ru a menber of iha Hodm of Cmnmou, the efade trgd bj 
bim BU of eoane iimitad. In iTSo, ba uaociiled in fiKmiag (be " Soeiet; fiw Cob* 
•liiutionl Inlbrnutiun," tba chirf olJHt of whirh ma (Tdbnn in hriianeot. At- 
cordii^;, in conjanciion wi(b ■ number t^ independent gpntlnnen who had Offotti 
ihe American war, and lincaietj njolced at iu tamiinMion, he contlnnad a conatiM 
aitMidaot at the meeiingi, and a lealoui promoter of the endi of itt inttllntion. Id 
campaoj wi[h (he late Sir William Jooet, afterntdi one of hla Mqeatj't inifn, 
in Bengali John Honie Tooke, aathorofthe " binniona of Fuilej," andlauMJ. 
for Old Sanim ; & Simoel Romillj, ifiarmidi Sidicitar-GeMral ; Hqnr Urtorigbd 
Mr.Daji&c.^. He aUo coneuired, in 1780, with the Her. Cbriiiopber Wjrill, 
CbainDan of (be Tttrkihlie Cnmmi(tee, in a peiltioa to hriianeit " to aaqnln iato 
and corract tbe groai abtuei in the expandimte of public diob^; to ndtwe all 
eunb'Kanl emdumenti; (o rauind, and iboliih all liDecnra plaeei, and onucritMl 
pCDtiona; — aod lo apprapriaie ihp pmluca la the neeenitiei of the Stale, in ndi a 
mannei a* to (be wiidom of parliament ihoidd lenn meat" 

Ur. Braod Hollii, who, at one iJ du " Dqiutiai for Wealminaler," ippavia to • 
ha*e.aa*<iiihlel »nb Mr. Pl((, and olbert, at tbe St. Alban'i tarern, wtfCluir- 
■no of that Committee, the report of •^ieb wta drawn up by Dr. John Jebb, eootain- 
iag a ataiement of lappoaed giicTante*, He ■ wai abo prcMnl in the diaraclar of a 
" Dap«<]r.rrom£a«,".it aeranl other iBembliei for tbe lame porpoae, la 1781, 
when, (be .la(B Mr.Ktt alia altended, and aihihiied uiiconimon warmth, eloqnenca, 
and seal, in behalf of a reform of what ha wai pleaaed to term, " the Commoui 
Uonae of Parliament," When that gencleman afterwudi lieeime miniiler, be, at 
(hraa >ev«al epoi;ha, moved tbe great queatioo of rafbrm in the repreHntaiion ; and 
on all thoae oceaiioni he wai nipponed b; the lubjeet of tbii menoii and hit fTieiub. 

In 17 B6, Mr. B. Hollii, although diBering in hiiRligiooa opiniooa, beeame a libaal 
inbaeriber (o tbe Frotaitint I}laiantiD| Academj', it Haeknej, ao inititution, which 
after a brilliant commeDeenent, and ahboug^ lappoitcd bj liberal Audi, caaaad to 
enatin 17SS. In 17sa, be wuoneof the nawardi oflhamaetlgg lor celafanting the 
ttMOttj of the laeolBtion of IBBS { id 1 J»9, be babald, wi'ih inexpreaaiUa delight, 
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pOMGEMdnotmljra&ietafite&r, but were l^enl eocoor^^* 
of the varions prodnotiaiu bod) of the diuet and tbe paver. 

Dr. Disney expresses tuniBelf thus, in his pre&ce to the 
■ memoirs, dated from "the Hyde, September 38, 1808." 

" No ^wlogy is intended to be offered for the following 
sheets ; they will gufficiently speak for themselves. The gene- 
rous minded reader will approve the dedgn ; and the bio- 
grapher trusts that the courteous reader will candidly accept 
the execution. He is not cons<nous of having mittated or 
misr^resented a single &ct; or having concealed or em- 
blazoned a single trait c£ character. He scorns to offer any 
unworthy sacrifice at the altar of truth. He may also be 



ih* dum of Iib«rl7 in France) utd u« with ne *i>i»U uiii&iciion, thtl it wu u jtt ud- 
■ccemjpinicd wjih bloodihed. 

Id 1;E>J, ha cn-opeiated with Mr. now Eul Gny, and the " Fricndt of ths 
Peeple," in an UlCBipt m procun ■ pirliwiimiirj refona, and on Fcbraarjr M, 179S> 
w^Wtidied, indboobtllet'i thop, in Ficcadiliy, with a fit nf ipoplof ^ but tie re- 
covereil (ram tiat Kizuie, apd hit hcilih happtlj' icturned. 

In mpcet to rdigion, )u wa> bred * DiHentcri but he ahenrudi became an 
Unitarian. i 

Id hit chaiacter Mr. Bnnd HoUi* mi mild, in hit temper amiable, in bit mannm 
obti^ng. " Preteire jour iereiutj !" wai a huouclte maxim nith him, uid thli he 
contaDtly ncomnKodad in all hit fHendi. Hii cabinet of antlqoitin ■«• both ran 
and Tiluable ) and hii laaie in verla wat deemrd vhula and conect.' like hia pre- 
deceooi, he collecied all booki, 'mnlaU, pIctUTet, and gema, connecied with the casta 
of libetlj ; or ralcu'ated to inipiie a lore of it in odwr individuati, and among otJu* 
natioua ai well *i hia own. He wia indolent, hnvenr, and anrae Itom burineai ; a* 
ibat with a large unincumbereil fbnune, he wai aomeiimea in want of monej. 

When ihe houie of Dr. Prieitljr wu dnitojed h] a mob, in 1791, he made him • 
Ubeial proent; to Dr. Geddea, in isoi, ha tiaotmitted iciol. ; and he waa one ef the 
fint to Hibbiibe ti> retiere Mr. (jilben Wakefield, from the difficoliiei likely lo aerac 
from hia Impriionmeiii In DorcheiieT Jail. 

In leOl, he leFi London, for the laat time, and' expired on Saoda; Septenbers, 
ll04i at the Hyde, withnut a ligli ora atra^e.aa hewasiifting inhia draw}*g-f«im. 
He Wit buried in tha chancel of the eaiaUiahed church, where a amaU •aicopbagua, 
with tbefoUoirilig inicription, hat been erected to bii memoij. 

" TUOMAI BRAND HoLua, E>fl. 
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excnsed for repetting bera what be hu taken occasion to ob> 
serve elsewhere ; — that under cartain circumitancea, " the 
tribute of frioiilihip and gratitude became a debt of honour and 
of justice; and he'wbo^reeaUy to thecnstons of tbe ancients, 
' Z)oeg not sacrifia to Heroes tSi after Stmset,' equally re- 
pels all' su!|Hcion of intcre^ and every petulant charge of 
designed exaggeratioa. * 

" Hiese memoirs are not intended to be committed to tb« 
wdinaryfiHins of publication. The cirde of private friends 
w^ accept with tenderness what is presented to them widi 
unviiKed good wiU; a, few of our public libraries will cootimw 
to presCTve in the company of its betters, this minor produo- 
t«» in biography. 

« ScHne of the engraved plates which accompany the 
present volume, are given in deferraoe to the taste of the 
writOT's &imd, and in confirmation of it ; while the introdno- 
&m of others will gratify his own feelings. They will jointly 
give to thk little work an increased interest in the estimation 
of those personal fiiends from whose attachment and ctmstancy 
be has dmved some of the greatest comforts of his life. 

" The portrait cf Mr. Brand Hdlis was engraved from a 
drawing in a-aytma in t^e early part of fais life. It was takai 
at the desire of his firiend, Mr. Thomas Hollis, was carefully 
preserved by him, and considered as a correct likeness. It 
nii^t be added, that tdnce his decease an artist i^ distal 
guished abiUty was invited to n»ke an effort with his cfaieel 
frotti memory ; but tiie oj^portunity was iirecoverably lost. 

*' Tile two sections <rf the hall and staircase at the Hyd^ 
were engraved for Mr. Brand Hollis, a few years before hia 
death, fri»n the drawings of Sir William Chambers, who ex- 
ecuted the design in 1761^ as stated in the body of^e work. 

" Of the figure of * liberty,* or * Britannia,' (may the 
names ever be synonymous I) a correct account cannot be 
given. The design is masterly, and the graver of Bartdons 

■ Sce> " Mano^i of Michul DadHn, Emi." iSOOi tad the dadintioo (^ tin in- 
comptnUc Jonin to ArdibUiop Hening Ijsi, fnbti to the HMnd volume of hii 
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has beat employed in a freedom of manner singularly cbsrsc 
terisUc of hia But^ecU and himself. 

" The two Sarcr^hagi are engraved by Mr. Baeire, firont 
drawings whidi he made in tbe. course of tJie last wiater.. 
They possess expression which, does credit to his amities and 
exertion, and an accuracy which distinguishes his fiddity in 
delineation. The antique knocker, preserved in the tills pag^ 
was also drawn, and engraved by tbe same feithful artist. 

" The large Roman Sarcopbagns, is eeren feet one inoh iu 
length, and elevoi indies in bd^t, as may be seen from the 
scale annexed. In front are figores in ajfo relievo, (according 
to the Memoirs, of Tliomas Hollis, p, 1 29.) of Roman work-; 
manship, representing the whole race of fauns^ faunesses, and. 
satyrs oE dificrent ages, very perfb^ and antique. But the 
three groupes of figures would appear to be more accurately 
dncribed, by saying that the centre. compairtmiHit r^vesaits 
BB£diat..sacrificiiig, xiqqwrted <»i tbe i^ht side by afsatyr, 
and 0D'tfae4eft,.by a^tkmi. At his loet^ are the p»n*>M>r and 
tiger. Or .the ground, ik the sacred basket fiwna wbich is 
issoing tbe wrpent. At one end of tiie fnmt, are Sleciv, 
with an in&nt Baeiduis in Us arms, and a di^ and a goat at 
hb feet; at anodier eoA,' a -femak bftcchantd [daying with 
cymbabu This sarcc^bagut was broii^ 'fmn Rometogetliw 
ndth.'its companion, by William (Joyd,' Esq. of Gfegoriesi, 
near Beasonsfield, Bnddnghaimbire^' and both were pqnjiased 
^himiin JimelTS'l,- by Thomas Hpc4JLi9, Esq., in order (as 
he writes, July's, saiBe yetur) to be presented to his 'good 
old -frieud, ' Mr. Brand.' And tlw Sarcophagi Mr. Brand, 
(efioifitods .-Mr. &aod HbU&) greatly eAeemed, and alwaya 
eonsidered '' as:miakiBg tba'principal onutments othis holL' 

, " Concerning ^ese, aiid some oth^ mirbke, A&. HoUia 
wwrte tohif fn«*id(July IT,- same yearj) ' RemeHrfjer how- 
ever, li»t-Iiav to d^Mor.'tbeseinarUea'to you like a gentl»- 
manandttfriend, that ill, free «tf all «bafges vhatsver; nor 
are yon to d^iart from yonr disposition, from the scmbtnoesses 
of the country, and tamper with my nnderstrappers,' &c 

" Tbe Gredc Sarcophagus, the companion of the formeTi 
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■dioi^h lesE iri size ^being five feet tfarA inches long, aiid one 
foot three inches high, and Uw oarer' aeren inches high) was 
also purchased of Mr. Lloyd, and preamtxd to Mr. Brand, 
as b^re mentioned. In the front and <m each nde, are 
■ figures in ofto reHew, ' rfpresentiEg (a«M«fing to the 
MoncHrs, p.' 129. be&re ched) the Anazons begging peKce of 
' Tlieseoa, king (rf* Athens, hy means <^ Hippolita his queen, at 
related by JMutairoh.' RicA in figni«s ami Greric woi^man- 
stiip ; and ' very mtire and perfect Tlie oastx is also iii 
■tUtor^ievo. SeeKutardi'sLifeofnwiene.— ' The. Athe- 
nians dialled thor rig^twing, and a great numbev of the 
Amazons were akin. At lengthy after four monl^ a pence 
was coodaded betw«en them, by the Aediaticm of Hippc^^^ 
Drydea'a Tfan^tion, 1709. vd. i. p.- 11 — 13; or Langw 
heme's, 1801. vtd. i. p. 29. > 

-'" But it has been «uj^;eBted to me n^ greater ^tpareat 
-correetQess by that informed n^Fthdt^ut, and ingemons artiK 
Mr. Honnan, on hie recently eHaming diis valuable rdkpie of 
antiquity, that the sabject of Uiis Gredi Ssroophjigas^ is ^ 
story of Ulynes' diaeovery of Achilles, ctmcealad by hb 
mother, Thetis, among the daughters lof I^iooniedea. Ui^ntee 
viatcd the ooiutof Lyoxoedes, in the dtavacter of amer*- 
obant, loid exposed Tatioua trinketato the young -wcu^enifar 
ihmr dwMOe,' and mixed wi& thea6 scHue warUhe weapbm^ 
IStedaughten of Ly<»iBedes chase such thangs^ as wese appn>- 
fHTiate to female occupotioas. ^While they were in the act (rf^ 
making this selectioo, U^sses caused a trumpet to be sonnded, 
■when ' Achilles, althoogh dresaed- Uke a wdloan, immediatdy 
^ciaed :a spear and shield. By jtbis ttrat^m, AdiHks was 
.discosefed.and sent to the Trcgon war. A^reetMyto this 
.«toryi the centfe figuire is Adhiltea »itha shield on WaWl 
■■atgif bcMBdi A io g a ^lear'iahis ri^t.hutd; ^e figurer>k«Ml- 
4ng.'befpre.him.isjbis.&vourite feqi^ ;:the gye figUresrsear; her 
.are her aUters, and tlic oldioan,beJund-them is Lycomedes; 
vthe %ije ' in a cap is Ulyssesj rejoicing in hw siwcess, and 
ibehind.him jare his two comp8mqi».-r-i,On-.theaid next to 
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.the figure of Lycomedes, is Hector .slain by Achilles,, un- 
finished. Chi the othw^ is Achilles kilUng Penthesilea, quem 
of the Amazons, Sec, 

" TV new of the Hyde, the patenwl residence erf. Mr. 
Brand HoUis, and those of the Hermitage and the {nece of 
water there, were painted in the autumn of 1 806, by that in> 
geniouB artist and Tcry worthy man, Mr. George Cuit of 
.Richmond in Yorkshire: and' it was some .gratification to 
have a second opportunity (rfemplc^dng his correct pencil, aSbsc 
an intervalof thirty years. The two former are engraved 1^ 
Mr. Bazire; the water-piece ia engraved by another hand. 

'" The moral monument was the sculpture of Mr. King of 
Bath, and is very well executed from a design of my own ; 
but makes do claim to any other recommendation than that 
of simplicity and neatness. 

" A catal<^e of 8C«ne marbles, bronzes, ■ pictures, and 
gems, has been made, and indeed printed for private use. It 
was not drawn up without attention, and has received con- 
siderable iaiprovement from the assistance of two respectable 
friends, Mrs. Howard of Pinner, in Middlesex, a lady whose 
erudition is exceeded only by her diffidence, modesty, and 
-benevolence : uid the Rev. James Tate, master of the Grun- 
mar School of Bichmond in Yorkshire, uid late Fellow of 
Sidbey Cc^leg^ Cambridge, a gentleman whose leamiag, dili- 
^gi3icet and zeal eminentiy distinguish him^ in conducting his 
scholars tbrou^ the highest dqwrtments of a daaracal edo- 
oation." 

It was not until some time after he had resigned his livings in 
the Church of Engtand, that Dr.Disnay became personaUy ao- 
quunted with Mr. Brand Hollis. He had known him, howev^ 
long before, through the medium of the learned Archdeacon 
Blat^bum^BconuiQonfiiiendofboth; andifthememoryirf't^ 
writ^ of thi»ertide be correct, he drew op an index fbr-tbe 
two qilendid volumes, containing the life of Mr. Thomas 
Hdlis, edtted by the above gmtleman, iUuBtrated with many 
'^fine plates altd a variety of misceUfuwous dlBsertations. Thtav 
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acquaintance soon ripened into friendship, and that friendaliip 
continued to improve during a space of many years, un- 
broken and uninterrupted by any sinister ercnt. 

In 1 786, they took a journey together, fcH- the purpo^ of col- 
lecting materials for the life of Dr. Jebb, which wu puUished 
in the course of the succeeding year. Of this able and amiable 
man, they botli etitertained the highest respect; and his bust 
constantly Occupied a distinguished place in. the parlour of 
Mr. Brand HoUis's town house. On his demise they tran^ 
ferred their friendship to his widow. But it may be nore 
satisfactory, perhaps, for the reader to peruse these idtereding 
particulars, as stated by himself in the printed life of the 
eminent and worthy physician just alluded to. 

"It was not till the end of 1782, or early in the year 1783* 
that the writer of the present page (Dr.Disn^), upon bia 
resigning his situation in the established church, and removing 
to Ix>ndon, became personally acquainted with Mr. Brand 
Hollis; but that acquaintance proceeded to iiriendship, and 
ihat frioidship continued to improve, and was unintenupte^ as 
long as he lived. 

** Dr. John Jebb, the ccnnmon friend of Mr. Brand HoQu^ 
and his biogri^her, and the &iend of the whole hjiTn^n rac^ 
in all their best and dearest interests, died March 2, I'786. 
In the course of the next month, an intention of undertaking 
the collection and publicatibn of his works, with some account 
of his life and labours, was announced; and at the tseA-Q^ 
twdve mraiths, that engi^ement with the public was oompteted* 
in 3 vfAa. Svo. Early in the summer of the same year in which 
our fiiaid died, Mr. Brand Hollis and myself spent some days 
together at Cambridge, in order the more correctly to renew 
the knowledge of past scries on this theatre of Dr. Jebb's 
academical and theol<^cal life, and to consult the tqiuuon and 
advice of his friends, on various matt«s reqieoting the pro- 
posed pubfication. 

" In August, 1791, I met my friend (Mr. Bialid Hollis) by 
bis own request at Salisbury, in his retom frmn Dorsetdiire, and 
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viaited Southampton and Winchester in company with bim^ 
■ on our way home." 

" In the disposition of his fortune at his death," says Dr. 
Disney *, " Mr. Brand HoUis might seem, as it were, to have 
adi^ted the precedent of his fiiend (the late Thomas Hollis-, 
Esq.); and the date of bis will (November 2, 1793,) was 
Jiearly twdve years before his decease. He left his only sur- 
.viving sister f an annuity, charged on bis estate in Essex ; be 
■IsogaTe small pecuniary legacies to several of his fii^ids; 
nude provision &r some of his servants, and gave more limited 
legadeatotbe rest of them; and bequeathed, without anne^ng 
any condition, all his r^ and personal estates, as well those 
in Essex, which be inherited from his &ther, as those in Dor- 
aetsbire, which he received from bis friend, ' and all other 
his real as w^ as personal estates, whatsoever and wheres(V 
ever, to Dr. John Disney, of Sloane-Street, Knightsbridge, 
near Ixmdon,, bis bms, executors, and administrators, to bis 
and thor acAp use and baiefit.' He also appointed him big 
executor of siich lus last will and testameiM;. 

" On no one occasion," adds Dr. D. " and in no one in- 
stance in the course of our confidential or &miliaF conversation, 
either in London, or at the Hyde, during my repeated visits 
ther^ did be give ihe slightest intimation of bis partial 
■ntcaition, or drop one unguarded ^^ression leading that way. 
'^Solat^yas September, L802, he presented to me a sleeping 
cupidf.by Algardi, upon his indirecdy learning from another 
person that I much admired it ; but this marble was the only 
memorial which he had ^ven me in bis life-time. Since bis 
d^ath, I have sometimes thought that I could call to my re- 
membrance some &int traces of bis great watcbjiilness over him- 
self in this practised reso-ve ; and I can with pleasure bring 
badt to my recollection some, marked evidenqes of bis regard; 
buttbesea innod^^reeajnounledto. tokens of friendshipso un^ - 
bounded, and which he intended to confiim, by so magnificent 
9nd ^tlendid a bequest." 

• McDoini p. 33. t ^^ Brud U iIpm dml. Eik 
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Onthedemiseof Mr. Brand HolUs, in the autumn of 1804, 
lits surviving fn«nd placed the corpse of his munificent bene- 
lactor next to the boneb of his &ther, in -the chancel of Iii^ 
parish church. He also soon after erected a monument to his 
memory, with an appn^ate ingcription,. expressive of his 
" friendship and gratitude." The -workmanship is iexqqiaite, 
and the whole partakes pf the beauty and simplicity of ancient 
times. 

He also composed his " Memoirs," which were printed in 
160S, with the annexed motto, " Amicitise Sacrum." Owing 
to inattoition on the part of the person to whom he confided the 
care of this>ork, the paper is of a very inferior quality; and 
he intended, tni this very account, with his usual liberality; to 
have published another edition, not to be sold, but to be pre- 
sented to the fri^ds of the deceased. Prefixed, Is a very' fine 
engraved porlrait, after the manner of chalk, of Mr. B. Hollis, 
when in bis thir^-second year, drawn fi«m the life, at 
•Rome, in 1752, by Pozzi, and engraved, in ISO?* by £. 
>Boc<juet. The other raigravings, consisting of sarcophagiy 
a view of the Hyde, the grounds, and the summer-house, aie 
1^ executed with great fidelity, taste, and skill, and thiere is 
oae plate that dues not di^ace the well known talents of 
fiartalozzi. - 

; But Dr. Disney was doraned, aft«- thelapseof afew fleeting 
years, to stand in need of that " g^erons tear," which he bad 
so often dropt over the tombs of other worthy menl'Witb whom 
heUved in the habits of friendship. 'His heahh had':been for 
a long lime in a declining state, and his ministry at Essex- 
Street chapel was first suspendedj'and then entirdy ceased on ' 
■this account. Indeed, he at laigth confined 'himself to the 
■Hyd^ in Essex, and with the exception of his sjgnatuie toa 
requisition, as .a freeholder, to the lord-lieutenant, for a coim^ 
meeting, we do not recollect that he exercised any piid^c fiibo- 
tions whatso^er. 

A worthy deigymas, who had enjoyed " an uodeviatin^ 
uiyntermipt^ ifriendship of nearly thirty years .craitinuuice," 
who had " seen him, under a variety of circumstances, and 
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without the maak of diiguisei i^u<A be never asmmed," but 
'? witfi all ihst opetmoH of tamper, that gedenme £«iikiieK <^ 
natursfiby whieh he was raoarksbly diaracterizedt'* thus 
detcribeB his last illness : 
.*' Hia health had been aeiubly declining for s oon)iderable 
. ^e; but -he eodored a painful and . lingering illnew with a 
fixrdtade and composure which were truly admirable. — Per- 
fectly aware of bis situation, he one day told a friend who was 
□ear hiin, 'he bad hoped all would have been. over before that 
time; butbesupposedalittle more disciplinewas necessary; and 
all was ordered ri^t' At anpther time, he said to his physi- 
cian, * I hope I shall not have to go through all this, long.' 
•—When momentarily expecting his awfiil change, he was 
most perfectly tranquil and collected in that expectation, and 
ABxiouB &r his release. He said, not long before his death, 
he felt completely free from pain, happy and comfertaUe to 
the greatest degree. — Agwn to one^wbowaa nustdear to 
him, he observed, — ' Amidst my severe a£Bictions, I have 
many comforts, and muoh to be. thfmkful for, thou^ I do 
lufiera good deal; but I endeavour to be patient; and I insh 
to bring my mind to brieve, that'this bed is the bestidacefor 
loe. Some have a mu(^ rongher journey oat of this Systran 
than I have.' — It was a striking observation of a nei^bonr- 
iog gottiemao, for whom he entertained great personal regard, 
whoy Dpon se^g him in his sick room not many days pre- 
nooa to his dissolutifiny t^narked, that * His was the mily 
composed oii happy countenance in the house.' 

" He frequently expressed his desire to be released, and that 
.'hetfaonf^t his time long. When s word or sentiment escaped 
him* he was the same precisely as ever, imchanged in dck- 
■HMh- 8u£%ving, and in death. When rapidly advancing to 
dwmoM swlul and trranmdoss' of all mtnnents, he craitinued 
aim and aoreoe, kind to others, and composed and dign^ed 
in bis own views — Till, at length, he breathed bis last mth- 
■Oat ft'itmg^ dr^e Bigh^— ^snnk into-a state <rf''4Weet and 
gentle repose, anddesed bd»«yes for ever on llni world. 
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*■ The ohanbar vhwa the gaodnun m««a hu ttXa, 
-Is pririhged bejasd.the MnuBon wtSt 
Of m'rteoN* life, quite in the rerge of .hcSTen.' 

- " SbcIi were tbe iptereatiiig awirU Bcenes, siu^ tb^ wd train 
of coaoomitfuit drcwnstanceii, which^ I h^TB pvtlf wi t n cwc d, 
or which have beai r^wesented 4e me witli g^^Ht tetmaxy 
aad ilistiactn«6B, as veil as with dmp itOejest,, and tbe lirdiest 
satsibility. So consisteD^ so di^pified wfu tbe cooduct of 
this approsad servant of God is ciFcuoutaooqBt^e t* c^ tiying to 
human nature, — so enlightened, soTigoEoiu wfp%.tbe prior 
cijJes which sastaiaed and carried him tbtoi^ no comraon 
snBeri^i, — so tvi^t and cbeeiia^ tbe'bop«s FJuch injured 
his breast even within tbe precincts «f the tomb." 

At length, on the evening of Tluirsda;, Deceiiib<s^L816» 
he was released by death from those afflictions jpr^dncod by 9 
Imig and lingwing illness, which he appe&n tO;haTe branch 
not only with a manly fortitude, but an hefoic constancy. 

Thus died in the 71«tyear of his age, J<4m..IMspey,.D..D, 
F.R.S^ a man whose memoiy will be long rebpecfed by dU 
dawnuBalKNas (^ Chriatiaos, on account <rf the immpiwe sacri- 
fioe made by him to his religious pcinoii^ whei ^ infiiitt 
fasnly was..«s yeH u^rovided vnth the fffy» (£ fortune, u)d 
while be^ himsdf («ly«a)<9ed the scan^ aiiefU)8.tts«aUy aUotted 
in this eoimtry to yonnger brothers. But, while he difiu«d 
with, and withdrew from the pale of the Anglican. oommunicm, 
hia cmdoct, ia Tei^>ect to the eatablisbed church, waajceepectful 
and urbane. In 1793, be defended the practice of "public 
wMsfa^" £n>m tbe attack of the learned. Gilbert Wakcfidd; 
and Christianity- itself from the "Age of Beason," writtcB by 
Thomas Paine. 

On the oth«; hand, he was always anxioua to advoffide the 
princiideB of " UnilariuL Christians," particulariy in a *eries of 
litters to Victsirana Knox, D.D. against all tboae who thou^t 
prt^r- to impugn them; whUe he anxknsly aide»Tiwi«d u 
promotei:&dr spread by moms of "aemiau," and "dia* 
logoes^r andatill morebyannnifiHm-good and Tiituoas prao 
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tice. Indeed, his own liie, conduct, and conversation, formed 
the most popular and poweiiiil aid on this, and indeed, every 
other eimilar occasion. 

Some idea of his religious opinions may be gathered from 
his account of those of his friend Mr. Brand HoUis, as 
^hibited in the life of that gentleman. * After stating that 
he bad been educated in the principles of a Protestant, dis- 
sent from the established church, chiefly with reference to 
the power of the civil mngistrat^ in matters of religion, &c. 
he adds as follows : " But from his subsequent reading and 
reflection, he became a firm believer in the Unity and 
Supremacy of the one God and Father of all: and in the 
divine mission (of) Christ as the messenger and prophet of 
God ; and he was, agreeably to such his &ith, not only a 
member of the chapel in Ess^ Street, London, but a liberal 
benelactor to it 

< " He was unequivocally a believer in the resurrection of 
Christ : ' the evidence of a future state,' says he, in a pa|»er now 
be£>re me, * is such as leares no doubt in my mind.' And I 
remember his very seriously, and emphatically' obseiring, that 
* he utterly hated an immoral action.' ' Where then,' con- 
tinues hie, ' may we expect to find a better source, or greater 
security for the religion, and virtuous conduct of any man, 
than in the conviction of the government, wisdom, and good- 
ness of the one only God ; — in a belief of the divine mission 
oi Jesus, and of a resurrection to a future state of distri- 
butive justice and mercy ; and connected with these, in the 
profession of a rooted aversion to every immoral action. 
More copious articles of faith may be professed, and believed, 
by good and excellent men of all religious persuasions ; but 
men are not necessarily good and excellent, because of their 
laigtbened creed. * Indeed, when^any creed is imposed,' the 
very act of imposing implies suspicion on the part of theiin- 
pbaer: and such imposition may invite, and' in some hard 
cases will compd men to become hypocrites. And the world 
has beffli long told by the history of the Christian church, 
how very inadequate 'Sflch means are to the advancemeot of 
* MasKiin, p. u. 
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that truth, and charity, which peculiarly belong to Cliristi- 
snity, and constitute the great character of its master." 

In respect to his political opinions, he was at once mild, 
g^itle, and linn. Bot.thcee, like his religious creed, shall be 
here enumerated, and expressly in his own words, first pre- 
mising, th^t he was on enemy to violence of all kinds; that he 
wished to succeed by argumeni alone, and that he both hated 
aud ^c<HiBtantly reiiued to associate with those, whatever their 
pnifewed pret^sic»]s might be, who wished to de&ce and 
destroy, rather than to repair and rectify. He knew and 
iie bof^ted that we possessed the noblest and freest consti- 
^tution in the worid; and he never went further than to 
express a wish coupled with an honest intention of removing 
some of those practices introduced by time and "ccarruption, 
which are supposed, instead of adorning, to blemish and dis- 
grace the febric 

. .- After>tBtiDg the particulars of a petition to parliament, by 
the Yorkshire Association in 1780, "To enquire into and 
correct the gross ^uses in the expenditure of public 
money, to reduce all exorbitt^nt emolum^ts, unmerited pen'^- 
^ns," .&C. he continues as follows j " How camesdy and how 
repeatedly these well-intentioned and well-digested measures 
base been pleaded,'and with what st^>erciliou5. disdain, or 
bare&ced evasion they have been treated by the venal satdlites 
and sycophants o( power, the present* existing situation 
of our bleeding country loudly proclaims, and will con- 
tinue to {Hticlaim, till imperious necessity shcdl extort from 
parliament the radical reform of the constitution of the House 
of Commons, and set limits to the wanton extension of the 
House of lA>rds. 

** But the irapracticabihty of obtaining the redress of these 
.grievances will continue so long as Parliament continues unre- 
fonned in its elections ; and so vei^ unequally to r^reses^ 
the ctmstitoent body of the pec^lej so long as dilapidated and 
rotten boron^ shall said the same- (number of) members, 

• TOi iquiiffnlT alludti t(i the lUte of Gmt Biiuini in iSflt. 
T 3 
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as the 30,000 fr^i&cMers «f .Y<H^ihire ; BO longu groat towni 
like Leeds and Manchester' aludl not be admilled in saoh f»^ 
jvesoiMion, and the aty «f Westnuuter allowed only- to 
«qiiid Ihait t£ CAA Samm. — So long,- -with reelect Go all qtie»- 
Uons of ptditioal re^m, shall we continae to proceed in ft te- 
tr(^;ade-dircdi(Bi,>and oi^ lament our denuHOstrative fUl^ 
irfien we are iioally s rained peoj^eb" 

On Sunday moming,. the 36th of January 16I7i was -de- 
livered th6 fiinevid sermoa of this cdobrsted diviiMt iwhohad 
perfonnedthfe same:sad office atthedemiwof Dr. Briestley, in 
1804.' It is entitled ^'i The Memorial of the Jufit," and w» 
preached in MilUH^ Chapel, Leeds, by the Rev. Thomat 
Jcrris. 

" His death," said he, "may be truly ctnsidaivd as a 
public loss; I should, . therefore, deem it a speciea of injustice 
to the public, were I not to att^npt, however iaadoquat^, 
to do jnsticeto hb: memory; not by an o4aiXatiou»diji^i^ of 
his racahed merits, which-need not'the imposing aid of p(m&- 
gyric to <imbla»mthem,T— ibutto ^pi^ that sacred tribute. t£ 
the heart, which 'imwmaarj justly daims feom. diose who 
were best aeqnaintedrvith faasr'iiianyadmiiBbiej^naUties. l^is 
office has been afaeady pointed -oat to me by the niggestion of 
tOme&iendsi-whose opinion upon this snl^ect, though perb^w 
too partial^ yet is raititled to my attenticm and respect. Per- 
Ii^» I may be allowed to-obsorve, dtat, tn^e coone of an an- 
deviating, .uninterrupted friendsb^ of neaiiy dnrty yeatv c<xi- 
tinnance— haying ,se«i him londcir a variety of ciFcumitancee, 
and "vrithout the nadic«f<diagui0e-^ which he never aBBanted'«- 
but with «ii' that (^tenneis of temper, that genecotu 'frankness 
of nature, by which he was remarkably cimractensed ■— I 
should CDBsidier' myself utterly) deetttote <ef ^ observalvMi 'and 
discemment'of'Cbsractert if I were not in some raeaaiu» caitj> 
petent to eatimatehis: tdf«it%vaiid'to appredate^hisvirtiMKi ■ 

" Having;recently"bcon'ile«rhunia s<nHe:af^thelastitNa>- 
resting scenes (tfihasvahndli&i; and* at his ^mented idSMh 
ha'nng joined with many highly respectable persons to pay the 
last solemn tribdlc of honour and affootion- Co the 'departed, in 
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attending the sacred ritea of sepulture) and depo^tb^ bis 
venerable r^uiuns in the sitent tomb— you will not be sur- 
priaed if I am Bltoost afrtud to trust mysdf nptm this aS^Cing 
subject, while all the kindest eenaibtlities (^ the heart ore 
awfdce, trembUngly alive to the sentimentB of unfeigned sor- 
row and regret. I am well aware that, upon this painful 
occasion, I shall stand ift need of that indulgence which I 
have often needed, and as often eiqwrienced, within these w^s, 
from the candid auditory to which I now address miyself And 
1 am persuaded,' that the kindness of your sympathy will be 
prepared to make every reasonable ^lowanoe for the imperfect 
executitxi of the task which I have prescribed to myself — to 
which, notwithstanding, I feel myself unequal. 

" Doctdr. Dbney was a man of no ordinary description. 
With great natural endowments, he had a mind stored with 
various knowledge and inforaiadon ; whilst a siiiguW eaeigy 
and vivaaty of sendmmt, a suanty and nrbattity of manner, 
and a tempin-'hapi^y tommutUGativ^ gave a peceHar interest 
and spirit to his Conversation, and animated all^ound hmu 
Possessing high and varied attainments, he was eminently con- 
versant with the several dep&mnenta of theology and lit»a- 
iure. Aiid it maj' here be observed with pri^riety and advAn-F 
tagG^ that bis contreversial'writings are remarkable for that 
manly liberality, candour, and moderation, whidi reflect 
honour cm the cause wMdi h*'espOi»ed, and at once (Kstinctly 
mark the chwacter of the scholar, the gentlemmi^ and'the 
duistian.' 

" His estimable and accomplished cfaaraeter was estalidished 
upon the-jiist^Ound-ef-hto upr^lt, and; ^emplary ccoiduct 
through life. Distinguished by his rank in society,' and 
adorned by^thenobler^uitinctioaof Ms virtues, he was faig^y 
esteemed and reelected in the ndghbourfaobd in which he 
was resid^it ; ia' the drde of his numerouB and respectable 
fiicnds ; and by all who were competent 16 judge of the purity 
of his prinople^ of-^he fedqjendenee,"tbe honour, and in- 
tegrity rf Ihs KtitmBi" ■ 



H.yGOOglC 



72 PR. DISNETt, 

Pr. Difliey has left bdiind him an an^le rortone, an4% 
large &mily. In 1774, he married an amiable woman, the 
dattghter of the celebrated and pious Archjdeacon Blackburne, 
who died in 1809. By this lady he htid ei^t childreif. Qf 
these, John, bred a barrister, and for some years Recorder of 
Bridport, married his first cousin ; Algernon, who is still f^ 
bachelor, has attained the rank of a field officer in the army i 
and there are five amiable daughters. 

A bust of this respectable geatlemaQ, carved by the chisel 
of J. Cockaine, was exhibited in the model room of the R(^ 
Academy in ^17. 

Lisi of the Works 
Of the late Rev. John Disney t D,D. I.S.A. 

1. Aniaiadrersions on Dr. Ruth^orth, an 8vo. tract, 176S. 

2. Foar Sermons, on Christmas-day, 8vo. 1771- N, B. 
These were afterwards r^ubhshed, in his 2 vols, of Sermons. 

3. Loose Hints on Nonconformity, 177S. 

4>. Letter to the Archbishop of Cant^bury, 1774. 

5. Rational Christian's Assistant, 1774. 

6. Remarks on Dr. Balguy's Consecration Sermon, 177£. 

7. Short View of Confessional and Clerical Petition Con- 
troversies, 177S. 

8. Thoughts on Licensing Public Alehouses, 1776. 
&. Remarks.on Bishop Hurd's Charge, 1777. 

10. Considerations on the Clergy acting in the Coramissiw 
ofthePeace, 1781. 

1 1 . Ileasons £>r quitting the Church of England, 2d edition, 
1783. 

12. Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Ardiur .Ashley 
.Sykes, D.p. with an Appendix, 8vo. 178fi. 

13. A friendly Dialogue between .an Athanaoan .and a 
Trimtarian, 2d edition, 1767. . 

11. A Pre&ce to *' Discourses pn yarions subjects, k^ether 
with Considerations on PluraUdes, by Sam.pi6ney, LL.B. 
late Vicat of Wanstead, Essex," 8vp, 1788. 
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] 5. Address to the Bishops, 1 790. 

16. Observatiimg on the Homilies, 1790. 

17. Arranged Catalt^e of publications on Toleration, 
Corporation, and Test Acts, 8to. 1 790. 

IS. Letter .to the Students of Divinity, in the Diocese of 
Chester, 8ro. 1790. 

1 9. Memoirs of the Life and Writings of Dr. Jortin, 8vo. 
1792. 

20. The Book of Common Prayer Reformed, for the use 
of Unitarian Congr^tioos, 1792. 

21. Letters to the Rev. Vicesimus Knox, D.D. 1792. 

22. Short Memoir of Bishop Eklmund Law, 1800. 

23. Short Memoir of the Life of Michael Dodson, Esq. 
1800. 

24. Book of Common Prayer Reformed, with a Book of 
Psalms, and a collection of Hymns, 1802. 

25. M«noirs of Thomas Brand HoUia, Esq. 4to. I808. 

26. Sermons, * vols. 8vo. 1793 and 1816. 

27. Six Letters occasioned by the institution of an Auxiliary 
British and Foreign Bible-Society, 8vo. 1812. 

28. Remarks on Dr. Tomlin's [Bishop of Lincoln's) 
Charge, 1S12. 

29. The Great Importance of a Religious Life Considered, 
1812. N. B. This was formerly published under the title of 
" A Religious Life Considered ; to which are added some 
Morning and Evening Prayers." The Editor in the Sd editiiHi 
observes, "that he has made certain omissions; and has 
deemed it right, in justification to the original author, to ac- 
company the publication with an explicit statement of the bet." 

SO. Short Memoir of the Rev. R. E. Gamham, 1814. 

31. Short Memoir of the Rev. William Hopkins, B, A. 
1815, 

32. Ik, Disney also compiled an unpublished Index to the 
2 vols, of Mr, Thorns Hollis's Life. 
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WILLIAM THOMSON, LL.D. 
^f^ih an Account of some of his Friends and Contemporarieu\ 

X HIS is one of the most extraordinary men of letters <^ the 
present age. His name with on exertion to poeiry, is (xw- 
nccted with almoat everyspecies of compodtioi), and it woidd be 
impossible to wrUe the history of the literature of the reign of 
George III. without assigning him a place, if not very de- 
vated, at least sranevbat conspic{Kni» among the authors of 
that period. Had his life and adventures been regidarly 
drawn up by himself; and had he favoured the world, like 
J.J.Rousseau, with "confessions," communicated &irly, 
honestly, and without reserve, at the dose of his lifc^ it 
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would liave been a work truly curions ajkd ovifpaaL •■ He. had 
been coimacted with the En^ish presa, dtrriiig a period not &> 
distant from half a century ; be was acquaioled with a nnmbee 
of renowned v^ieranE in the Tarious iiranchee of science and 
philoaophf , in the southern «s well as the northeni porti<» of 
the United Kingdom^ and he had taken by the hand; and 
cwductEd .towards the temple of fiunej a variety 6f umkiUUl 
tyros who were dffliroua l^iiia mean to aVtun the name of 
authors^ and. acquire withoat any- previous laboiurs the ap^ 
plausB and ^tpvobstitni of ;th«ir countrymen. 

William ThomBon^.ia ■native -of- Scotland, was bora in tbe 
year 1746, just ^et the battls>of . CuUod^i, which condnded 
the civil war oecaaimed 1^ the landing of the Yoit^ CheoaHiri 
as he was tb«i termed, much, in the same manner that the 
ever memorable battle of Waterloo has temiinBtcd die loojf, 
portentous, tcoA sanguinary strife on the Continent." 1^ 
[dace of hie birth was a. cottage, in the parish <^ Port«viol hi 
Strathcm. This obscure, spot: is situate six> miles from 
Perth, a place which had largely participated in the then 
recent dtstorbances, and ^Miut thirty from. Edinbnr^ ^tm 
cajMtal, which with . an exception to the castle had readily 
yielded tothe power and the pretfflisiww of an adveoturooa 
descendfuit of James II. 

The character cf the Swiss is said to be tinctored by that 
of. their deepvoU^s-and loajestic mountains; andthe mindi 
of men» perhaps assume somewhat of die bue of thas« 
scenes which are familiar: to-their eariy infancy. ' Inthis poiiH 
of view, therefore^ it may. not be improper to cA>sePTec ttsrt 
tiie subject' t^ the present ra«noir first drew his breath dn the 
banks of the E>ne^ v^ch, during the floods :tliat fi^qKedtiji 
occur in.^rug, avtumoy and winter, descends in torreotsi and 
wfaUe it exhibits aevwal' fine natural cascades, not nnfrequMtly 
qommitsgreatdafBagein.^at^aeenta^a^^orvalley. Some^ 
the stnteUastr<^ithe:Orehil.hilla tdo^ whence diisirivH- derivM 
its seuTO^ cltwcJya^inj uid.ifhile tbeytennlm^-thisdisH 
trict by means (^an immense barrier, they at the same time lift 
dim lofiy heads to the ^ies| now seemingly encumbered wiA 
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clouds, now enveloped in enow. At other periods, they 
exhibit a pleasing varie^ of sheep, goats, and black cattle, 
sent-thither to graze on their Bteep and rugged sides. 

Matthew Thomson, the father, like the generality of his 
countrymen, was an industrious and ingenious man, who 
endeavoured to obtain support for himself and family hy the 
junction of two or three distinct professions j for in the first 
place he united the trade of a carpenter to that of a builder ; 
while he occasionally appeared in the character of a busband- 
mati, having rented a small &rm, from a neighbouring noble^ 
man, whose name will be mentioned hereafter with no com- 
mon degree of praise. By means of these various avocations, 
he.contrived to bring up aiamily of thirteen chUdren. His 
wife was daughter of a neighbouring schoolmaster of the 
name of Miller, who reuded at Aimtully, near Dunkeld. 
To this worthy mother William was indebted for his 
early proficiency in the rudiments of acquired knowledge. 
From her he learned to spell and to read English ; and 
perh^K it was no small advantage to hb intellects, that 
he was not bom a few miles further among the highlands 
of Perthshire, as his talents might have, been clogged, 
and his ideas encumbered by means of an . additional Un- 
guage. To this same parent he was indebted also, for a 
religious education, as she instilled into his mind not only 
the first principles of ethics, but also all the tenets <^ 
superadded to all the respect so commonly attached In this 
portion of the empire to, the kirk of Scotland. Another 
fortunate event, perhaps, for it is not meant to be con- 
cealed, ttiat his &ther's circumstances were far more narrow 
and contracted than his heart — was his bang bom in Scot- 
land; for to persons erf' such a condition in England, all hopes 
of liberal acquirements are too frequently precluded by their 
station and finances. But the parochial schocds of the north, 
at a mere nominal expence *, readily admit the youthful and 
ambitious student to a knowledge of the various branches of 

* The mm then pBitl to i counlry acbooloiutn in Scotland, conM n« protnblj 
h>«e cucolcd one ghilllng tnd liipence pctquincr. A(*tirj i>wiscl7 uuehwl, in 
oiilsi to iun>'f ''>' deficicDcj. 
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education, such as arithmetic and Latin ; and the writer cf 
this article, has known mathematicsi and even Greek taught 
there, with no small d^ree of ability. Into one of these, this 
young man was accordingly admitted ; and under Mr. Youngj 
for that was the name of the obscure, but meritorious school- 
master, he was initiated in the rudiments of all the various 
kinds of knowledge that he himself had acquired. His piqiil's 
eArly promise must have soon developed itself for this g^i- 
tlemanj having been advanced to a more profitable estabhsh- 
memt at Inch Tare, on the banks of the Tay, within the 
rich district of the Carse of Gowrie, the boy at his special 
request was suffered to remove along with him. Althou^ 
but a few miles distance from the paternal cottage yet this 
change appears to have been accompanied with some coii- 
siderable expence, or at least, an addition to the. former, such 
as the &flier of a very numerous family could not easily sup- 
port. But here fortune kindly interposed: for the Rev. Mr. 
Randall who lived in the adjoining manse, and had a son 
about the same age, being charmed with the promiring 
talents of the youth, came forward with equal zeal and suc- 
cess, and 'it has been said, that an aged branch of the bmi^y, 
cheered with the reputation of his grandson, contributed 
soinething on this occasion. 

William -fully realised all the hopes (bat had been enter- 
tained of him, and in addition to his scholastic improrements, 
soon discovered a degree of discrimination, as well as know- 
ledge of the world, seldom to be met with at such an early 
period of life ; and it is not a little remarkable, that after he 
had adtfibted himself entirely to books, he was eminently de- 
ficient IB this very quaUty. The late Dr. Bisset, who knew him 
well, has given the following example of it, in respect to the 
clergyman whose name and good offices have been already 
enumerated. 

" Even when a boy, William Thomson was a penetrating 

and sagasiods observer of mea. He very readily, discovered 

'tiie'characterofhis friend Mr. Randall,~which was both strongly 

'.marked, and peculiar. The Rev. Thtnnas Randall was a ibbo 

11 
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of ccmsider^le talents and learning, etpecsalfyin theology; 
with a dash of rdfijgYotuness wluch: at 'first ogbt tippeax^ liie 
genuine enthusiaflin of lirriy faiicy and ar-dent passion, but was 
not wholly uiuoixed with policy. At this time most of the great 
towns in Sootlaod were eDsmmred of preachers who gave 
them what they called the real spirit of the gospel, and bi- 
culcated &ith and grace, in^ead of mor^ virtue. As the 
livii^ in towns were more lucrative than in the country, the 
BBsan^on of this evangelical garb often promoted the am- 
bitioo of Bfipiring politidasa ,ia the church, as the appearance 
of k^alty, and what they call zeal foc'the constitution, oflen 
e»Jts aspiring politicians in the state. 

Mr. Randall assisted in the education cf Ihb sob and young 
' Thomson; ' He was at incredible pains to inspire the 
youths with a horror against popery. Thomstm menticxu 
the foUowing, as one of the modes by iciiich he aideavonred 
to Imprint on tJidr juvenile, minds a proper abhorrence c^ 
Anti-Christ. Hewotdd shew thcan a map ol Europe, with 
Cfftain parts marited with red lines. These lines described 
the [H'(^%8s <^ the Holy Ghost in correcting sinners, and 
making the simple wise. . Ebdibiting to the boys Sootlaod, 
"trith whi(^ they were best acquainted, be traced the course 
of the H<^y Spirit through the southern and western counties, 
wherein the bne bad no interruption ; tliat is, where enthu- 
siasm had pervaded the whole country. There were smaU 
specks or dots o( red in eastern and northern parts, where the 
spirit had occasionally reached, and established detached 
outpoatB, though at a great distance &am the head quarters. 

The red line was not to be seen in Strathmore, the Stor- 
mont, <Mr Atbol, these being the scenes of pious and ratjonaj 
reli^on, without puritanical &naticism. 

An extraordinary portion of odire was, however, [doced 
upon Stirling an excelloit benefice afterwards beld by this 
spiritdid geogi^er- himself ! 

» The contonpktion of suili' -a mixture of itbsiudity and 
religious profession,' (mded -to. give. the yoathfid- mind rather 
■m wrong vMioii'on themibject of rali^ntn gvierti, b^n» the 
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judgm^twmi fiu;fici^(l7 matured. to. diitiiigiiuh between ge- 
luj^/piety, and. <]» SKfia sod SsaaeKj^ iU piabman. The 
aa^ne pJiWRgtar, iw4^.fiLyear; different iaipresBun- on. William 
lluiilUiWi # iiQS pfnestron^ ^i™V part^ > and on his com- 
paoion TiwQiaii-RandByi the younger, aboy of reiy niode- 
Tojt^ ^Uti^ mild and. plastic. The. former, bold and orU 
ffn^ tbougju ibr himself; he iiid>ibed. no portion of his 
'j^psdy diteptor's ^iricual sendments, and .perhapi rather 
merged to the opposite , extreme. . The latter a mete ceeatare of 
example and aatbori^, became the very saint that, his '&ther 
wii^ted to form." 

The sudden and unexpected death of Mr. Yomig, the wor- 
thy achool-master, under wiiom William had attained, con- 
si^rable proficiency, at length .occasicmai hia jremoral&om 
Inch Tare lo. Perth, after: a residmce of thre^ yean, in the 
fecmer.^Mt. This ancient place, built.on ihs banks ofdie 
Tay, is not only the chief, town in the shire, but also the 
dental of the adjacent district. Here a. new. world was 
opened &>t l^e wonda: and iaipectioa of.a boy, who iiad 
been broo^t up:inaUttle etditaiy &xm Juwse^^and lield no 
intercourse with, and indeed had nerer before seaiaoy thing 
larg^ or more magnificent than a Jong staaggling Scotch 
village. It was his fortune to be placed at.the^same grammar 
fldiool as that in which William Mnrray, Earl of Manafidd, 
the very able'and eloquent Chief Justice of . Ilie Bang's Bench 
in England, was educated under a Mr. Martin, then con< 
aidered as the Caledooiao " Busby," on account of Ids talents 
and discemm^t. Mr. Condtite^ the master of th^ day, 
who also possessed a'Consideralde degree of shrewdness, toolt 
particular notice of his new pujul ; and after studytag his 
diaracter, and contemplatiug his energies, fairly predicted, that 
under. equally &vourable circufnstonces, provided his powers 
of mind dontinued to expand with correspondent vigour, 
Thcnuon might one day rival Murray in piHut of talents. 

At yearly age the sul^ect j^ this meouur was, sent to the 
IMvetaity.efSt. Aoidrewt. finindedin Hll,.by BJabopWard* 
low. It has since been remarked with no smalL.iduire of 
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triumph, that the loweati or initiated class of that year, con- 
tained an uniisual number of aMe young men, most of *hom 
afterwards acquired ik> inconiiiderable degKi Of celebrity iii 
life. . "Vl'illiam was but fifteen years old whan first admitted as 
luminator^ while the. Hon. Thmnas, now Lord Erskine, waM 
no more thMi eleven or twdve. Dr. George Hill, did not 
indeed emigrate towards the south like thesd young men :- but 
he attained -some &me and considerable preferment at hbine> 
Having at length become principal of the Univerdty where 
he was educated, and leader of the General Assembly, wheA 
Robertson the historian retired &om those scenes erf* sublunary 
enjoyment. Tb'these names may be added Dr. Moncrief, the 
physidsn; the worthy and lcamedDr.Pi^son,.D.D. Minister 
of the Scotch Church, at Anisterdsm; Mr. Niel Ferguson, 
the Advocate ; and Professor Playfair ; although " last, not 
least," in this cat^ogu^ being one of the most accomplieiked 
mathematicians of the present age. 

. Notwithstanding Mr. Thomson applied himself, in common 
with the other students, to mathematics, yet this was not^ 
favourite study ; and consequently he never excelled in it. He 
soon . attained great eminence, however, both as a classical 
scholar and s metaphysician ; and such was his r^utation in 
K^iard to those, that it at length procured him a protertor in 
the person Of Thomas Hay, Earl of Kinnoul, , whose ancestor 
George, had exercised the important post of Chancdlor of 
- Scotland, during part of the reigns of James I, and Charles 1. 
This worthy nobleman, to whom Thomson's father was a 
tenant, possessed a fine taste for learning, to which he united 
great piely. With' a generous munificence he was accustomed 
to encourage every one who displayed any extraordinacy' de- 
gree of profidency. The promidng talents of William Thom- 
son had already become the subject of eulogy and ■ observa- 
tion within the precincts of the University; and in 1763 he 
was .introduced to the notice of this worthy peer, then their 
Chancellor, by an expre» ceccimmeadalion, on .the part of^ 
sewral ((^ the Professors who took a lively interest in his fitte 
and' fortune. 
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Being a man i^ ju<%inent, however, bedeteraiined to deddc , 
-for himself, and put these boasted talents to a trial before he 
would undolake to encourage tjiem. An exsmuiation accord- 
ingly took plac^ and Horace, Juvenal, and Gcero, were the 
books selected for the ecperiment. Finding that the boy's merits 
fiiUy corresponded with the general opinion entettuned of 
him, he from that moment became the .patron of a yoiitb,' per- 
haps still more dear to him by having been' bom not only in 
his own vicinity, but also on his own estate. His lorddi^ 
even condescended to take an active part in his educaUixv 
and he accordingly prescribed; him dtemes, with a view of ia^- 
proving his l^inity ; and subjects fi>r essays, (or the purpose 
of melbrating bis.style: both of 'which proved eminently seN 
viceable in future life. 

T%iB' fortunate event occurred when the young man was no 
4ndre than sixteen or sevente«i years of age ; soon after which 
his lorddip took the entire charge upm himsdl^ and even 
admitted him into his own fiunily. Accordingly be was received 
under the name, and is the capacity of librarian, at Duplin . 
House, where there was a very fine and select collection t^ 
books, in different languages, both ancient and modern. 
Her^ daring the vacation, William was constantly employed, 
and here too, he found ample food for an insatiable curiosit|P, 
that finely produced both profit and instructi<H). His Ubours 
Were doubtless stimulated partly with a viewed advancing him- 
self in life, and pu'tly from a wish to please bis b^ie&ctor ; 
who being greatly addicted to study himself, sat in an adjoiib- 
ing room, whence he could superintend every thing that oo. 
cnrred in the libi&iy. 

Meanwhile, during the session, the studies of the University 
were not forgotten, and a course of philosophy obtained for 
the youth an accession of &me and reputation. But the 
time was now arrived, when it became necessary to think of a 
prc^r destination ; and on this, as on all similar occasions, the 
choice was less directed, perh^>s, by what is most congeni^ 
-to the character and genius of the p^y ; than by the facili^ 
of acquiring the favourite ol^ect of a settlehwBt. - His noUe 
VOL. II. G 
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patroD, who was born, in 1710, had now attained a mature 
age; was a zealous member of the established church of Scot- 
land, and hdd the clerical character in a high degree of estir 
tnadoii. In addition to this,: be had several tolerable livingn 
in his own immediate gi&. Another speculation, was to ob- 
tain the divinity cbur of St. Andrew's for his yowtg friend. 

Mr. Thomson was accordingly destined for holy orders, and 
be succeeded in his theoli^cal studies precisely as he would 
have done in any other theoretical pursuit, in which a retentive 
memory and good understanding paved the way to success. 
His prc^ess was noted and applauded by the late Dr, Dnim- 
mond*, Archbishop of York, who occasionally visited his 
brother, and consequently had frequent opportunities to see 
and converse with him. Thus ^proved and supported, he 
etiter^ the divinity school with a high character; and. the 
Chancellor, uniformly kind in his attentions on this occasion, 
obtained for him one of the king's bursaries> which, added to 
his own liberality, produced a comparative state of affluence. 

At this period, a certain dry kind of humour began to 
m^e its appearance in the conversation of Mr, Thomson, 
which indeed, never forsook him afterwards during the re- 
mainder of his life. Of this the following is an example, 
which has been communicated by one of bis fellow-students. ; 

About the year 177+, while he still attended the divinity 
school at St. Andrew's, it was the custom on certain dayx for 
all the young men, in turn, to read a ch^ter of tl)e bible, 
and repeat a prayer, in order to initiate them in the practice 
of public speaking; for which purpose, in ordei; to increase 
the audi^ice, many of the respectable towns-people were 
usually admitted. At length it came to the turn of Alexander 
Meldrum, a very modest young m^n, and then, not a Uttle 
remarkable for Jus stifihefis and formality. The portion of 
scripture selected on this ocCadon happened to be the 15th 
chapter of St. Paul's Epistle to the Corinthians, in which, by 

• Hii DBiiK wu m\gwMf H3J. bring ibo Mcmid .on of Geni^c Henr; Earl i.r' 
Kianout ; but he «Huiaf[< ibu oT DronrnMid, u h«ir of cniitl. Id hit greil-gcind- 
Otha, WBttu) I^ommnKl Lord StMihiliu. . 
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hastily scraping out Uie letter c, our wicked candidate for 
holy orders contrived to render the whole passage Iqdicroua,, 
viz. " Behold I shew you a mystery: we shall not aU de^ 
but we shall all be katiged (changed) in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump." In consequence o£ 
this new reading, the whole hall was instantly in a titter, which 
increased to a broad laugh, and discomposed the muscles of 
the grave and venerable Professor of Divinity, when Willie, 
as he wa3 then c^led, with much assumed gravity exclaimed : 
" A very quick execution indeed!" 

So requisite did it then appear, to acquire a sufficient stock 
of theology, previously to being admitted a Minister of the 
Kirk of Scothuid, that six years' attendance at St. Andrew's 
was not deemed fully sufficient to qualify a youhgman for this 
charge. Two sessions more spent at Edinburghi were actually 
supposed necessary ou this occasion ; and thither Mr. Thoiik- 
stm accordingly departed with the full consent, and doubtless 
at the express request, of his munificent patron. By the good 
<^ce8 of this kind nobleman, he was introduced to the two 
great literary stars that then adorned the northern hemisphere: 
Dr. Blair, at that period so famous for those discourses which, 
for the first time, rendered eloquence familiar to the Scottish 
pulpit ; and Dr. Robertson, whose talents as an historian 
began even then, to render him known aad respected through- 
out England and Europe. By these gentlemen he was treated 
with singular distinction; they discerned genius and erudition 
in the young scholar, and at the same time, congratulated 
themselves on obtmning such a valuable accession to an order 
of which they themselves were distinguished ornaments. 

His social disposition was now fully gratified in the northern 
ci^ital; and it was there, perhaps, where he first imbibed 
that eager attachment to conviviality, and " good fellow- 
ship," as it is called, which never forsook him through the 
remainder of his life. On the other hand, »t he excelled in 
wit and humour, his company was greatly courted by his 
friends and fellow-shidents. And here it ought not to be 
omitted, that ^out this tim«, he formed an acquaintance with 
G 2 
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Mr. Dugald Stewnsrt, who, although bis junior by bCVmi yeftW,' 
alre«fy began to give an early promise of that proficiency, 
which baa acquired for him so many literary laurels. " 'Wilh 
this gentleman he frequently conversed and argued on ^most 
eveiy topic, madiematice apart, contained within the whole 
circle of science — more especially on moral and political sub- 
jects; and above all, on metaphysics, in which they boUt 
excdled." 

Soon after this, Mr. Thomson was admitted a licensed 
preacher, previously to which he passed through the tiery 
ordeal of a long examination, which, indeed, he rather cottrted 
than feared ; and the longer and &r more dreaded ceranony 
of praying, preaching, and &sting, absolutely necessary, pre- 
vioudy to admission. 

Tlie following facts shall be detailed in the express words 
of cne oF his intimate friends and couiRrymen, drawn up at 
s time when he was still living, and probably with his own ex- 
press participation. 

" Thomson being now licensed to be a preacher, the first 
dt^ree of Scotch orders, his patron was tlesiroiis that he should 
become assistant to the clergyman 'of the parish in which 
Duplin was situated, witli the reverston of the livu^; then 
held by on old gentleman named Ranken ; and proposed to 
allow a liberal salary out of his own pocket, so that the 
minister might be relieved from duty without a diminution of 
income. This intention' was intimated to Mr. Ranken, who 
received it with displeasure, and, like the Archbishop of 
Grenada, seined very indignant that any person should pre- 
sume to discover that he was becoming old. The Earl, dis- 
appointed in this project, and seeing no prospect of a i^[>eedy 
vacAney in his own immediate neighbourhood, recommended 
his pnpil to his friend the Earl of Hopetoun, patron of many 
livii^ much nearer Edinburgh, the chief seat of Scotch hte- 
rature. ' Lord Ht^etoun promised Thomson the first vacancy' 
in his gift, if he should not th^ have a more advanti^eons 
benefice. 

" Meanwhile Thomson continued to preach for the clergy 
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in die n^j^ibottthood, according to theci»toin,ofScotch.licen- 
tiotes, aad alio continued to Bapeiintend the DupUn lifara^. 
Id this r^Kwitory he one day found a work, that to an anti- 
quarian might have ^>peared a literary diicovery. This was 
a Latin tceatia^ purported to^be a letter of Axchimede* to the 
King of Syracuse in whidi. the renowned matlieniadaian, 
master of the laws of reasonit^^i uses againM the credibility of 
miraclee, precisely, the saifte argiunrait which is en^c^ed by 
Hume. Archisiedes cannot bdieveihe laUes of the poets, and 
the prodigies recorded by historians, because, he Kas.no expe~ 
rience of sueh- tkingt himte^y nor ever khew any one viko had 
such experience, and because, as far m he knows of the- com- 
mon;coarse of nature, it is uniformly in opposition to tales of 
miracles, prodigiai, and deviations' from the n^lar pfae- 
QomeoBr of oature. Thomson discovered tins production to - 
have come livAn the pen of the celebrated Dr. Pitcaim. 
. '* On informing his Lordship of the book which fae had been 
peruung, the Earl told him, he presumed it had beeogivan to 
his &ther by the author, with whom the late 'Earlhad been 
well acquainted ; and desired WiUiam to ' translate it into 
English, which task he performed to the great satis&ction of 
Lord Kinnoul and his literary friends, Lord: Kinnoul had 
supposed wiU) many others, that Hume denied the truth and 
the possibility of miracles ; Thomson- provad to him, diat 
Hiune's I'eal doctrine is not, that miracles are impossible, but 
improbable; that we have no proper evidmce of miracles, 
but the evidence of ei^ierience that they never existed. That 
this wits.the doctrine of Hume,, though erroneous, his patron 
was perfectly convinced, by passages referred to by-Thomson. 
*' Whatever influence or power William Thomstm could 
establish, either with a-great man, any set of men, or society in 
general, he could attain only by mdirect means. If he had 
been in public life, he might have commanded high situation, 
1^ the estent of his capacity, the masculine force of ratiocina- 
tive eloquence, or by parliamentary ability. He would not 
have stolert fevour by artifice and finesse^ Without any 
very tediousi reMardi, a reader of politioaf bistoi^' may per- 
o S 
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haps admit that it is pouible foF such a chtiracter to be su[>- 
I^anted by a less capable, but more crafty competitor^ Such 
are to be seen in the bouses of 'squires and lords as well as in 
the palaces of kings. The transcendant ability of Thomson, 
inspired envy into many of his cotemporaries, and into those 
who sou^t the &TOur of Lord Kiunoul^ jealousy. As such 
could pot raise themselves to any thing near an equality with 
Tliomson, they tried to debase him to a level with themselves. 
One divine in particular had an eye to the most lucrative bene- 
fices probably about to become vacant, for himself and a com- 
panion of bis theological studies, with whom be was veiy nearly 



" To fedhtate this sdieme it was necessary to remove 
Thomson out of the ^y. About such a house as Duplin 
tosd-eaters were not wanting. One of these, a female, into 
whom cehbac^ iniused additional asperity, and hardened rigid 
orthodoxy, was much delighted with the clergymen in ques- 
tion, because, though not very deep, they were evangelical 
preachers. Through this toad-eater these divines suggested to 
Xiord Kinnoul, that an opportunity opened for procuring the 
reversion of a good living to their much-respected friend, Mr, 
Thomson : that oM Mr. Porteus of Monivaird would be ex- 
tremely thankfiil for such an assistant ordained as his suc- 
cessor. Porteus, who had been predisposed by th^ for this 
srrangement, coincided; and his Lordship agreed. Thomson, 
though he discerned the influence and motives of the secret 
advisers, and was himself averse to any appointment that 
would cause his absence from Duplin at a time when his 
presence was necessary to counteract hostile machinations, 
yet would not refuse an offer intended, he well knew, by his 
patron, for his benefit. The ^^1 promised that his new em- 
ployment should not impede his exertions in his favour. He 
allowed Thomson fifty pounds a year out of his private purse 
during the life of Mr. Porteus, and obtained twen^ pounds 
more from the landholders. 

" The presbytery of Auchterarder, to which the parish of 
Monivaird bdonged^ was remarkable for rdigious gloom and 
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&natical austeri^,* IF a miaister would be popular bere, it 
waa necessary for him to be r^dly severe in his mannerB, as 
wdl as rigorously adherent to all the horrors of puritaiucAl 
orthodoxy. Thomson was neither the one nor the other. He 
associated more with the lairds, who ore generally free and 
jovial, than with the ministers and elders ; he amused himsdf 
with hmtting and fishing ; nay, he had even the migodliness to 
play oa the violin. Indeed, in the presbsrtery, he acquired 
the character of a ban vtvant and pleasant companion, rather 
than that of a godly minister. His sermons cost him IHtle 
troilble. By meditating a few minutes on the Sunday morn- 
ing, he was able to deliver a discourse replete with sense and 
eloquence, while some of bis brethren w4re at hard labour' 
through the whole week, to stuain out a suffident quan-. 
tity of mystical nonsense. This difference of character and 
talents made Thomson very unpopular vrith some of hia bre- 
dliren. Thou^, on the whole, he was much hked even in the 
presbytery of Auchterarder. In his own parish he waa ex- 
tremely beloved, not only by the gay Highlanders, but evm 
by the grave and somewhat melancholy Lowlaaders.-|- Being 
ordaiBed in 1776, the following year be acquired very great 
fiune, t^ a speech which he delivered in the (general Assonbly, 
and on the following occasion : — A person of the name of 
LawBon, whose &th^ was olmoxious to aome of the orthodca 
clergy, had applied fi>r a licentiate's orders. 

" Against the yotmg man's character and qu^ificattons 
there could be no objecti(m. Some of the ministers, however,' 
opposed him on account of an extreme uheouthness in hia man- 
ners and great ignorwice of the world, and particularly of every 
thing tqiproaching to genteel life ; although hia family pos- 
sessed no inconsiderable estate in the parish of Auchterarder. 
The real truth was, that Campbell, the minister of Auchter- 
arder, entertained a grudge at Mr. Lawson's father, for having 

■ Ste Ncma'i Tour through ScolUnd and Engtind, p. 351. 
f I^e iiariih of Mofi'minl, on tbe Ftudiki of At GnrnpUna, ilacinili i«H> the 
nlitj of Stnikcrn, 
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c^^XMed hir i^^Bttaent to the kirk of Auchterarder. Tbom- 
sen, wlto was chosen, in 1777} one of the' deputies of repre>- 
seot^ves of the presbytery in thj& General Assembly, to which 
Mr. LtawscHi had appealed, suppcKted the appeal that had, 
hfiea made b; Mr. L»wbod, on the ground that students dF, 
dinnil^ have claims to ordination, having gone through ^e 
prescribed course of study, if nothing can be urged agatfist 
their literary attainments, or their moral character, although 
they should be defici^t in what the French call petitfs mceun, 
QC manners : ' the churches of the Retbrmation,' said Mr. 
lluNnson, after a good deal of seriouB reasoning, < m general, 
but thfrt ef Scotland in particular, have been much indebted 
to rustic a^Htstles ; and in tfaie presbyteiy of Auchterarder, in 
partjicular, diis excessive studiousness of fashion and pc^toiesa 
it but a novelty. 

" Such an apostle appeared near two thousand years ago on 
tiw. baiJts of the Joldan, preaching repentance^ and aniioundng 
the ^^roadiing reign of grace and the remission of uns. . The 
wmld confessed his right to preach a doctrine he so' well p)!ac=- 
tia^; and. the united e£^t of precept aad example was pro- 
digious*. But had this preacher, in the spirit of EUas, ccmi^ 
or'should he yet appear on the baidu of the Em, and seek the 
communion of oar good presbytery, begirt, as he was, with a 
leathern belt, clothed ld the skin of a camel, and chewing the 
While his locusts and sucking his wild honey: * Pray Sir,' it 
would be asked, ' who is your barber? We should be .ashamed 
to be seen with yon tm the tffwn-^one* of Auehterarder.' 

V At these words the whole assembly was moved with 
laughter, and his Grace the Commissioner himself, (who, in; 
the A^embly, represeaits the person of the King,} the Earl of 
Etdfaousie, relaxing his gravity, laughed heartily. At his 
taiAa, a few days thereafter he took much notice of Mr. Thran- 
MW, and said,' * We are all indebted to you, M'.Thomsoni 
"' you really made us laugh a great deal.' But laughter was not 
tbie only emotion excited by Mr. ThomsoQ : be was equally 
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successful i» rousifig sympalby with Lawson, and indignation 
- against Campbell, as we leam from the Rev. Mr. Macwiley, a 
friend of Lawson's, who published Mr. Thomson's speech, or 
the substance of it, in the Caledoniui Mercury. 

"The decision in LaWson's case was of great importance 
to all students <^ divinity, to all who mi^t entertain proa- 
pects of settiing rdations or dependents in church-livings, and 
to the unity and very existence of the Church o( Scotland, as 
Mr, Thomson showed, to tbe satisfaction and approbation of 
the Assembly. And though there was on this queatioiJ about 
I<awson, as it was treated by Thomson, a great deal of the 
ludicrous, it was considered by Dr. Robertson and his friends 
as a very serious question. The presbytery of Auchterarder« 
when push^ {rota the ground of rgection they had taken, 
said, that they had an atbitrBry pow^ of receiving or n^ect- 
ing a candidate for being received on trial, without being ac- 
countable to the General Assembly, or any other court, than 
that of their own ctmscience. ' 

" This presbytery was distinguished &om all the presby- 
teries in Scotland by puritanical rigour of discipline, though 
not by any means by purity of manners ; by a Pharisucal 
pride, and & spirit of refiractiousness against the authority of the 
Church. They were not satisfied with the Confession^ Faith, 
nor yet even the Solenm League and Covenant, but framed a 
creed, known for half a century by the name of the AucAter- 
arder Creed. It was distinguished l^ the hi^iest pitch to 
wtuch AntinomJanism could be strained ; by the position that 
very &w indeed were to be saved though many were called: 
and that hell fire was not a metaphor, but that the bodies of 
the- ungodly would be re-united to their- souls, for the purpose 
of being binned, though not consumed by an inte^e dement- 
ary fire, to all eternity. 

" This presbytery, pretended, in a word, to be an independent 
diurch by itsel]^ and in all cases being best acquainted with 
local circumstances, to set at nought tbe decisicms of the As- 
sembly, even those for the induction of ministers into church- 
livings by the law of patronage, and, in all cases, to do whaf 
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diey themselves conceived to be for the interest of the kirk, 
and the glery of God and the good of souls. So that the 
question of Lawson was ultimately connected with that system 
of subordination, unity, and alliance between the church and 
the state, for which Dr. Robertson had with so much honour ' 
and success contended. 

'* During the few years that Mr. Thomson was minister of 
MonivMrd, he was invited by Dr. Robertson to correspond 
with him, which he did with much pleasure to himself, and as 
much amusement, as we have been well informed, to Dr. 
Robertson, who always spoke of Mr. Thomson with great 
kindness, and an apparent anxiety for his wel&re. The 
cd^rity acquired by Mr. Thomson at tiie General Assembly 
was very pleasing to his patron, the £arl of Kinnoul. The 
living-hunters, amounting to three in all, when they went to 
Duplin, where the clergy of all parts were always welcome, 
admitted that Mr. Thomson possessed great talents ; and 
lamented that he should not put them to a better use. They 
said every thing against Lawson, whom they represented as 
devoid of common sense. They exa^erated Thomson's con- 
vivial indulgences, and began to make an impression On the 
- EarL Indeed, his Lordship might have long seen, that Wil- 
liam Thomson was little fitted for being a clergyman where so 
much rigidness was required. 

*' Thomson's pleasurable prc^nsities, which he was sup- 
posed not always to confine within the bounds which ascetic 
Puritanism prescribes, though no instance was accurately 
ascertained, yet were the subjects of reports, that, pervading 
the cot)ntry, reached the ear of his patron. Thomson deemed 
it ^[pedient to redgn his charge ; and not choosing to seek 
another church living in a less censorious place, be resolved 
to bid adieu to Scotland, and to try his fortune in London, s 
scene much more suitable to first-rate genius and learning than 
the presl^tery of Auchterarder. Mr. Thomson's noble pa- 
tron, in whose breast an affectionate concern for one, whom, 
from his seventeenth year, he had brought up end educated in 
bb own fiunily, was not wholly extinguished by a conduct, 
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oertaialy not alu^etber becmning a miniBter of the gospel, 
gave orders to Mr.l^tenry Fowler, one of the principal clerks 
of the Treastiry, and who, like Tbomaon, bad been brougbt 
up in hia own femily, to pay him bis yearly allowance as naual, 
until he should feel his way in Lmdon.* Mr. Thomson did 
not call (or it moi« than two or three yeara; whether that, in 
so^ort a tune he bad wrought himself into tolerably good 
circnmstances, or that he was desirous, from vani^ or prid^ 
to have it thought, in bis native country, that he was so. 

" The circumstance of bis receiving his pension from the Garl 
of Kinnonl, through a clerk of the Treasury, gave rise to a 
very droll incidoit. As he came out of the Treasury, the very 
first time he went to draw his 501., be was met by Professor 
Dunbar of Aberdeen, whose great object it was, by ptditieal 
writing to make himself of consequence to government As 
they walked together along Parliament-Street f. Dr. Dunbar 
adced Hiomson where he was going ? and whether they might 
not go some where and dme together? Thomson, without hesi- 
tation told him, that h* wa^ going to Mr. Dnunmood's the 
banker, to get money for a draft from Mr. Fowler, and that 
be would then be in proper circumstances to dioe^with him. 
He told Dunbar that he mi^t go to Drummond's along vrith 
him. He did so; he saw the money pmd; and vras imme- 
diately ccmvinced that, though he himself had not obtained any 
thing, and scarcely aoy attention, on account of his essays, this 
fellow had already been taken into the pay of the Treasory. 
After dinner he iairly put the question, whether he was not in 



*'Dr. Tbonuononccinfurmed ilic miter of thii nou, tbit lbs coontij people in the 
DcighbourlMod of ihe £ul of Kinnool'i mt si DupUo, wen nerei able to con^ie- 
hend the real rruoDs of hii lordtbjp'a attmchmeDt 10 him. In ronvquence of (hii, 
thejvere accuitomed ID attribaie hii kindncH end munilinnce to Klfiah end Knnul 
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■f-.Tbe geniltmen here incntlnnet] wu one of the proTcieoti ai hing'i College, Old 
Aberdeen, where he uiuall; puaed b; the lame apiHlliiiun u the fiiher of (be Hetthen 
Dellln. Mappening to be demoniinting ui ibetruH pniporiiion duiing ■ dolt atid 
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thept^oT^e nunutry? Thomson toteazeand vex Dunbar,, 
coi^nnedhim in the belief that it was 8o» b; Blightly denying 
it, ox evadiiigthe qu^tioo, and turning thesul^ect," 

We now behold Mr. William llioinBon an inhabitant of 
London, an immense capital abounding with ridies, loisery, 
and tanptations ; and holding out honours, preferment,, and 
advantages of all kinds to successful candidates, of eveiy 
d^offiination. But the fame td' our future author had not 
preceded him, from the northern to the Boutjiem aq>ital ; and. 
as yet he had not composed any work calculated to attract 
either the applauses, or the c<»>£dKtce of stracgers, so that be. 
was destitute of friends. In short hentigfct have renuioed here' 
in obscurity fot many years, and wasted all his " sweetntss ki 
the desert tiir^" had not a circumstance occurred, that at once 
produced for him, both Iwead and celebri^. Dr. Rglbert 
Watson, late Principal of the United Colleges of St. Andrew's,. 
bAd' died in the year 1780. He had projected a history of 
Pluiip in. King of %)ain, which of course comprehraded the 
revolt g£ the provinces of the NetEieclands, (including Holland,) 
from bis iron yoke; and as this subject was intimately:Consected 
with the insurrection then actually existing in our Trans- 
Atlantic provinces ; it was expected to bectane a very p<^n]lar 
and ihtovsting work. In order to realise this t^ect, the 
aoUior had comm<»ced a correspondence with several of his 
conntrymen settled in foreign parts, 'and particulaiiy pith the 
late Dr. Maclean, and some of the ministers of the Church' of 
Scotland, residmt in the United Provinces. Unfertunatdy, 
however, this learned divine died at the age of £f^, before he 
had completed his labours, and the sequel of an unfinidied 
manuscript, remained to be c^Mnposed by another hand. Tltis 
becanu an object of great consideration, both to lus fimie 
and his tenily, fer he -had left some orphan daughters but 
scantily provided for, and exdted great hopes of gratification 
on the part ef his countrymen. It was a lucky circumstance; 
both for Mr. Thomson, and the young hidies, that two of 
their guardians were his ' friends ; for tb^ counted of the 
Doctors Robertstm and Blair; the vmerable Mr. George 
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Dempster,' Ez-M.P. who is the sole survivor oF'tham all; 
and the Iste Mr. James Shaw *, their unde, vi^o afterwarda 
became an author himself. Tfiese gentlemen selected him to 
revise, correct, and fini^ the original sketch. This task,. 
delicate, and difficult as it aaeuredly proved under the au- 
^ices of Mr^ Thomson, who was inde&tigable bofii in bis 
labours and researches, advanced r^idly to a condusion, 
and ftnaliy obtained the commendation tf all his employers ; 
while it proved a source of considerable profit and advantage 
tb the ftmily of the deceased historian. It was the optnimi 
of no contemptible juc^ — Dr. Adam &nitli — that the 
latter was the better portion of the work. 

" Dr. Maclean, of the Hague," observes he, " who was 
writing' of tho&e times and offiurs, was very much afrud <^ 
Dr. Watson, and Dr. Watson was very much alraid of Dr. 
Maclem; but I could i have told themj that they had very 
little occasion to be afraid of me another. There was one 
-of whom they little thought (Thomson), and who did not 
^KMsess half of their advantages of leisure and libraries, who 
was forlnidable to both." 

On this occasion, the continuator's multi&rious knowledge^ 
proved df great avail ; his generalising Ilabits afforded him 
ample opportunity for compressing and condensing boUi his 
narrative and his arguments ; while the hope of fame and the 
fear of dis^)pointment, contributed not a little to ^ve that ' 
neatness and precision to his language, which he aflerwards 
neglected, partly in conse(]uence of the muttiplicity'of labours 
assigned to him ; and partly from mere inattention. 

That the fortunate conclusion of this work, obtained con- 
siderable fame for the present, and abundance of ftiture em- 
ployment to Mr. Thomson cannot be doubted ; uid it 
Might not to be forgotten, that the share of t&e profits as- 
«gned him, proved a considerate encOnragemoit to a 
young man, vrhose resources were both acaoty and pr^ 

. * .ThU geoilmiiD,, the *an of the Iiu Profeuot Shmv of 5l. Andre*'i, »ii greuly 
iiMincdio theMud; nf niiunt hut«Ti ind tame jr«an. line*, wroi* inrl pablrahcd t 
«wk, cDtitltd, " Skctdm of the Netbertiadt," which be hid fccamlj rinied. 
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cariouB, Nor taught it here to be omitted, that his friends, 
of whom he had then many, obtained for him the unsolicited 
d^ree of LL. D. from the University of Glasgow; frliile a 
second c^er of the doctorate, arrived soon after from Edinbui^h. 
We are from this moment to consider Dr. Thomson, as a 
regular London author, not indeed like the literary men of 
Germany, who annually prqiare Oieir vorks for the express 
purpose of being sold at ike fair of Frankfort; but, one 
always ready and willii^ to treat for a ^to. 8vo. or l2ino. 
volume, no matter on what subject, with any enunent or 
adventurous booksellers of the day- He was . also not un- 
frequently employed either to revise or review the voAs of 
living authors ; w that he was not inaptly termed by a cele- 
brated lady, whose embrio novels he was supposed lo frame, 
train, and render productive, "aprofessiooal critic" In short, 
' be opened a kind of literary Bazaar, in which ware of aU 
sorte and sizes for the library, might be obtained in a finished 
state, and he must be allowed, indeed, to have been eminendy 
distinguished, in respect to the variety of his labours,. empl(^- 
ments, and speculations. In consequence of the wants of an 
oicreauDg &mily, he was now obliged literally to write for 
thor suf^ort, and consequently, on all possible subjects, con- 
nected with the politics, the history, or the passing occurrences 
of the times in which he lived. 

The next employment of any magnitude, in whidi we find 
our industrious author emplc^ed, was a " Commentary on the 
Bible;" this was published not in his own name, but in one 
supposed to be letU for the occasion; tiiat of a reverend 
divine, then a popular preacher in London. Hjs booksellers, 
on this occasion, were Mess». Fielding aiid Walker of Pater- 
noater-Row, a part of the city in which he soon became not only 
well known, but eminent koA conspicufms in no small degree^ 
Business, and that tot> of a di^rent and respectable kind, 
flowed in «pas». At the recommendation of the late Dr. 
Douglas, afterwards Bidiop of Salisbury, who had read, and 
approved of his Magmm Opia • ; he was fixed on hy Dr.'HoJ- 
• HimiT «miUp IK. 
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lingberry », to be both translator and and editor of a history 
of Great Britun, during an JntereriiQg period. This was 
originally written in Latin, by Alexander Cunningham, bom 
at Etbrick, near Sdkirk in Scodand, in 1654, but educated 
in Holland. 

In c(»isequence of this latter drcumetance he was induced, 
while a young man, to accompany Williem III. then Prince of 
Oange to Bngland. After a variety of onployments and 
adventures he became English Resident at Venice, in which 
station he continued during five years. He then repfured to 
England, and died in London, in 1737. After a l^se of 
fifty years, in 1787, speared his " History of Great Britain, 
ftnm the revolution to the accession of George I. in two 
volumes, 8vo. translated fi'om the Latin manuscript by Or, 
William Thomson." Of the original merits of this production, 
the writer of the present article has often beard him speak with 
ai^lause. 

Sometime anterior to this, however, he had written & 
work in which a vigorous fency was not a little predtmiinent. 
This was " The Man in the Moon," a whimsical title, cal- 
culated, bo exdte attention and attract notice. It abounds 
with fiincy, combined with criticism and leamii^. The 
author is at great pains to point out all the objects worthy of 
researchf within the cirde of science and philost^hy, in this 
sublunary world. His sketch of the metaphysical phih>3o> 
phers, has been praised by some of his contemporaries ; and ■ 
he is anxious, like Pope, to discriminate betweoi laborious 
dolneas, ^and spontaneous genius. While he employs the 
ridicule of Swift against all lovers of vert^,- — superficial 
naturalistir, herbidistB, ^d antiqutaries, find no farMir with him. 

In 1782, i^peared Travels in Eurcfte, Asia, and Africa, 
which of course was not an original prodaction ; Sat the work 
wn ctHiqwBed io London, from the commimications of others. 
This vras followed, in 1788, by Memmrs of the War in Asia, 
from 1780 to 1784 ; an interesting period for ^1 those who 
wet e connected with our settlements in the East, dther by 

• Df. Hotlingbcrij bid nuTRCd Cunnli^h»m*9 gimitdmighlet. 
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reodence or commerce, and iudeed to th^ whcde nation in ft 
g^eral point- (^ view; In tbe.course of tku woi^ he ptmr- 
trays witfi a. ctnuiderable d^ree of abi&j, the disaetrmu 
state of our Asutdc poeseuioDB, in conseijaenee of our having 
employed alt our ibrces, and nearly exhausted all our finances, 
by a ioi^t sahgoinary, and uuprofitaUe contest with our 
Amtriean colomes. He exhibits the imminGnt danger, an»- 
ing fton the power aud talents of Hyder ADy, who bad 
entered into a formidalde league with f^imce^ and raidered 
himsdf renowned by his vaiour, his victories and his re- - 
sources. . He then rereTrcs the medal, . and di^lays the 
talents employed against faim, both in the cabinet and the 
fidd; the means adopted to (^tain success, and finally, the 
termination c^the contest by a.secure add honourable peace. 
. OUiged to recur to imcessing labour and ctmtinual exer- 
tions, in conaequoice of the res angusta domi, a munber of 
nameless works were revised, edited, or produced by l^e 
Doctor, in r^id succenion. It was not until 1789, indeed, a 
period ^en the minds o£ other men were principally occiq>ied 
in pditicBl qteculatifms, that he prodnced another work d 
fiction, combined with a certain portion of sd^ce. His 
*( Mammoth, or Human Nature displayed on a Grand Scale,- 
&C." 8^>eared also, at this important period. In this work, 
he seems desirous to '^justify the ways of God to mail," 
by txh^iting in oar nature and destination, certain ci^Kibi- 
lities, not only of hi^piness, but also of high intellectual 
attunmcmta, provided they are but pn^rly and solely directed 
towards thor respective ends. As on a fimner occasion, he 
had Swift's " Qulliver" in his eye, so be recurs to the same 
production on the presoit ; but in express opposition to that 
satirist of human nature he display mankind in an amiable 
and interesting punt of view. 

But St. William Thonson did not whdly confine' faia exep<- 
tions to works oonnected with histoiy or imaginatJon^ widi 
travels, vctyiges, or romances. There were no species of lite^ 
rature in wMi^ he did not partiopate ; and in which he was 
*ot thoa^t at <me time also to excel In new^i^ters, maga- 
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sdaett'and revievra, he'«i^;aged with an ardour, and to a 
degree, scarcely credible. An excellent joeniory, joined to an - 
extoisive and almott unirersal knowledge, reodered him a 
good reporter *, and accordingly, he was sometimes eog^eA 
for the sesaion, and sometimes for a single erming or two only, 
when debates. oD great national qaeitixaia wflre expected. 

It is well known that the Ut« Mr. Williaia WoodfitU was 
the first who Taitared oa details of this kind ; add it was not 
withoat peril, as he hims^ was aocoatoo^ to astert, tliat 
he published an account t£ the proceedings in parliament 
In point of talent and acquirements, be was &t outstripped 
by the subject of this memoir ; who, on the othv hand, must 
be fiiirly owned to have found a superior in the person c^ 
Mr. James Sheridan, an accomplished Irishman, no way con- 
nected however with his celebrated namesake whose i^ieecbes 
he was accustomed to detul, with wonderful accuracy, point, 
and precision ; as wdl as those of Mr. Fox. They have been 
all equalledl, if not ecUpsed, by some young men of the present 
day, most of whom have rec^ved a liberal education ; and in 
point of conduct, characto', and talents, rank as gentlemen. 
. In the course of this fatiguing and laborious ministry, Dr. 
'DtoniMd exerted himself frequently for the " Oracle," and^ if 
we are not misinfonned, also oceasionalty for the " Morning 
Chronicle," and other daily papers. He was of course accus- 
tomed U> sit up during the whole night, and it was not tmtil 
^tofid day-light, after the members bad retired to thm beds, 
that his labours, in rmpeet to penmanship, commenced. It 
was. then, that over a bttftle of port, or some oliier requisite 
refreshmaitt, if it could possibly be procured, he would sit 
down add disburtben a mind, firaitght with the eloquence of 
other men ; and it- was not until near the hour of pnblic^oD, 



■ Thomwn h tU, bj ■ pnd judge, lo htitc be«n nibcr *a iDitI«nii*a npjrtn, K 
lima ; and to kan NomuMi np^ist tnj dsGcieucjr, iiiilng rram ihji iMglMt, bj 
Iha KKiurcti of hi* own niad. Oa iu being one lU} obaemd, ilial ■ ptrliculu 
iftteh wu not " tliu kidbIIt delivcKd bj the mtmbir," ba rcplM^ •< it «u a 
MUb sac, not ironb rcaicBbtike; I tWeltac nadi taMhtt, ni & beitar om 
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thiU he was permitted to retire to hk funily. In addition to 
this species of ctHopositicHi, he was- accustomed to furnish 
disseartaticms, essayt, and paragraphs ; and as he was regularly 
paid in ready money, this eHiployment, if not more coi^enial 
ts his mind, vta at least mdre suitaUe to his wants than those 
works Sot which he recdved a more inadeqnate otmsideration, 
and that too) by means of what he termed the long-ninded 
notes of bodnellov. He dk> published, for many years, a 
we^y ' dnulgement erf pcditics in the " Whitdiall Erening 
Post," which redounded greatly to. the credit of that pi^x^. 
As dds publioatiOQ was entirely devoted to tite interest of Mr. 
Fitt^ and -the Wnistera Aea in plac^ it may be readily sup- 
posed, that the prindples there &Toured and inculcated were 
not emmentjy hostile to their admimstration. At length, how- 
ever, ia an eril hour, and by the exertion of an indcpmdoit 
spiiit, widdt di^rived him and his family of upwards of fifty 
guineas a year^ his dismission actually took place in 179S. 
On this occaraon. Dr. Thomson, after ponsmg, examining, 
and detailing the evidoiee produced agwnst Aris, the 
Keeper, or ** Govefnor of the House of Correction in Cold- 
Bath-Fidds," proclaimed the horrors, cruelties, and injustice 
thM were then and there sud to be perpel3«ted. Mr. Pitt, in 
open Parliaiiienl^ had indeed in a manly manner, avowed his 
seaue of,' and indignation at bis miscondurt. Subseqnently 
to this period two Grand Juries have made a [wesentment 
ag^nst dusjful; and the Magistrates at length, by a tardy, 
but just sentence, finally agreed to his dismisHm. On tkis oc- 
casion, Dr. WiHum Thomson, became the victim of his huina- 
nlty ; and was thus deprived of a considerate -sum, earity 
" earned l^ the h^xmn of two or .three hoars, during the mern- 
ing.of pubhc^on. It -mil be readily sui^poeed, that he Was 
not actuated by any poUtical considerati(>n ; for although at 
the commencanmt of the FVench Revoluticsa, he suE^^ his. 
mind to be dazzled, for a tim^ by its q[d(»donrE; yet -it is w«U 
known to all familiar with him, that he conadered politics 
nearly with the sarae mdiffiarence as a game at dusa ; and 
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neret distiirbed his dambers,'(Hr injured hifl ^to-eets, by any 
MiagBor cmiadenitunu of this Idnd. 

In other periodicBl publicAtion>, he was also engaged during 
many years. Not only the review of new woriu, with an ac- 
count of their tuithors, in the " European fi£agaiine," was 
cMidiiGted throuf^ many Thames by him alone; bnt be was 
also employed in comporing other pm-tiolis of it. In iJm 
" Polidcal Herald" too, a wedcly pamphlet, luf^ioied to be 
conducted on true Whig principles, al&ougb wholly and en- 
tirely devoted to the coalition of that day, he totdt an aotire, 
bat subordinate part, under the name of Igtwtas ; the chief 
conduct and advantages accruing Irom it, being reaped by the 
celebrated author of the " History of Mary Queen of Scots." 
He alsoaigaged in the "Critical Review," until adispute took 
place with Mr. Hamilton. 

So great now, however, was hisfon^ that like Dr. Jdinson, he 
was generally applied to lor a pre&cetQ many a new book, and 
almost every monthly .publication, on its first ^pe^ance, .was 
ushca^d into the world by his poi. When Mr. Wheble first 
printed the " ^wrtsman'a Magazine," be actually addressed 
our author; and although no man in the kingdom was so 
tittie acqu^ted with the nature and haUts of bounds, horses, 
and bares, yet ' he sat down and instantly composed a 
dissertation on these subjects, for which he recdved a coiqile 
of guineas. The technical part was afterwards added by the 
Editor, vbo perhqra deemed the introductory essay too fine 
and lumznons for the intellects of his readers. 

It has already been stated that the subject ^ diis memoir 
lost a small annual sobsidy, by his attack of one Governor ; 
and it now remains jo be added, that fortune at length amply 
indemnified him t^ rendering his ud necessary to the defeuc* 
of anotho'. The impeachment of Warren Hastings, Esq., 
late Ctovemor-General of Bengal, opened an ample field for 
discussion ; and Ae long and cruel protraction of that gend^ 
man's trial, however terrible to him, tended not a Itttie to the 
benefit and advantage of all his advocates, notvritiistanding they 
earnestly, loudly, and unanimously protested against it. 

H S 
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In the English Review, for which He wrote dunng many 
years, while it beltmged. to another, and which i^terwards bfr- 
came hix own property, as well bb squibs, poiophletB, and ■ 
separate pablicattms, particaUrly by an *' Introduction to the 
Histo'iy of the Trial," Dr. T. sustained the character, sup- 
pcHted the innocence, and justified the intuitions of thb siur 
gular and celebrated man. His humanity was all aUve on a 
former occasion, to the distresses of the prisoners, supposed 
to be maltreated in his own country; but the cries and dis- 
tresses of the B^ums and the native princes, never once ap- 
pear to have quivered in his ears ! His zeal (m this occasion, 
of course, reconunended him to Major Scott, w1)o became ac- 
qnwnted with the Doctor, through Mr. John Murray, an 
EBiinait bodiseller, then residing in Fleet-street, He was 
afterwards introduced to the Ex-Gov^nor and his lady, whom 
he was. Accustomed, in the warmth of his admir^ion, to com- 
pare to " King Soiooioa and the queen of Sheba." 

At this period, he rended in Fitzroy-squar^ and by this 
time had. formed an acquaintance with a number of respectalde 
men. Among these, was the present Sir James Mackintosh, 
a gendeman much younger than himself the edio of whose 
early r^utation had already be«i heard irom the Scottish 
cqiital ; and was about to resound, by means of his Vindicia. 
GaUioB, throughout the whole empire. At an earlier pmod, 
and by means of Dr. Moncrie^ his dass-feUow, at {Edinburgh, 
he had become acquainted with Dr.GUbert Stuwt, the eloquoit 
i^logist of all those in oppositicm to the testimony <tf his. 
countryman, Buchanan, whom he respected, and his contem- 
porary and rival. Dr. Robertson, whom he hated and abused. 
" Oibby," as he was accustomed iamiliarly to term him, was 
lus senior by four yearsi and although the son of a FrofeBi^or^ 
and himself a candidate for the same office ai^r a ly^gular, 
educadon at the Universi^ of Edmburgh ; yet we have heard, 
his fnend assert, and ^peal to their common acquuntanc^ 
Dr. CiFanl, for the truth of die position, that although he ex- 
edled in composition, and possessed a variety of other know- 
\eg^ that yet he was actuiJly mw cquainted with the eomfofni. 
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divisions of soieiice and philoet^hy. Under this gaitlanan, 
as has been already observed, he ccn^iDscd Mveml p^ere for 
the " F<^t]oal Herald," for which the former, as the oateiuible 
Editor, was hatidsomely paid| fvhile the Utter reGeived but a 
scan^ remuneration. But it was as a " boon cooipanioo," 
that be was intimately ctmnected with this gentleman, who was 
greatly addicted to conviviaiity, uid that too in a manner, 
and to an excess which can scarcely be credited by one who is 
acquainted with the elegant effosions of his polished mind. 
The " Peaoock," in Gray's-Inn-Lane, was the scene of their 
festivitiee, lutd it was there that these learned Doctors, in 
rivulets of Burton ale, not unfrequendy quaffed libatiwis to 
thnr favourite deity, until the dock informed them, of the ap- 
proacfaing day. 

At length the constitution of Dr. Sbiart succumbed; a 
dn^y b^an to threaten him with dissolution, and be took a 
sea voyage to the place of bis nativity, fin: the eiq>ress purpose 
of recovering his health. While in this situation, he was much 
amused by the gambols of the seals at the entrance into the 
Frith of Forth, and on enquiring of the captain of the packet 
on what theiy subsisted, he was told in reply : " salmim and 
salt water." This seemed to exdte his ccaapassion, for he in- 
stantly rejoined : " very good meat but very bad drink t" 

In foQowiog the series of his literary labours, we shall eih- 
deavour as much as possible to preserve dates. As he excelled 
in summaries and abridgments, and might be allowed- to 
have abounded in general knowledge, our author greatly de- 
lighted in narrative and disaertation. For many years be had 
been profitably engaged in composing articles of criticism, 
to^edlM- with the poUtical and literary appendices to Mur- 
ray's " English Review," the latter of which were writt«n 
dueSj, ifnot scdely t^ his own pen. But in 1784, when he 
.become sole proprietor, the sale dropt, and the concern ceased 
to be advantageous, as the work was no longer committed to 
the fostering hand d that " nursii^ father," a Londim book- 
seller. At length, atWr a fiiir trial of three or four years, 
mtder bis own excluuve management, he was forced entirely 
H 3 
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to reHnquish iL He accordingly applied to the late Mr. 
Jos^h Johnson, of St. Paul's Church-yard, who, at leagih, 
incorporated it with the " Analytical Review," to whidi the 
Doctor tnuofterred, iae a considerabtetinie, a continu^ioii of 
the fenner Appendix. 

At the plain hot heritable table of the publisher, he was 
fi^acntly a guest about this period, and among the rest of the 
company, Mrs. Wobtcmecrot^ vho waa usually present, occu- 
pied a distinguisbed place. She was then highly intereadn^ 
b^g in the height of her youtb, beauty, and literary preten- 
sions ; but her merits seem to have been either utterly uoknown 
to, or overlooked by the Doctor ; for happening one afternoon 
to be Idl tete-a-tite with her, he soon after fell asleep, and 
snored aloud. The lady was accustomed to laugh heartily when 
she recited this circumstance. 

Inl79S, waspublishedavfJumeof" Travels in the Western 
Hebrides, &om 1782 to I7i>0." This iqipeared under the 
name of the *< Kev. John Lone Buchanan, A.M. Missionary 
Minister to the isles &om the Church of Scotland ;" but Dr. 
Ilionison ought to be deemed the real author, having eon- 
triysd, from a few notes (rf' this dergjnnan *, to form a small 
8vo. volume. Before this period, the Western ^budse were 
bat little known to the public, having been scarcely ever men- 
tioned, except by Ddnald Monro, whose opinions and descrip^ 
tiona were quoted and impHcitly followed by George Buchanan, 
inhia history of Scotland. Here was a new fi^d i^iened, for no 
professed modem traveller had ever Altered those secluded isles, 
of Lewis, Harris, both the Uists, Barray, &c. some of which 
are distant no less than 70 miles from the main land, and none 
else but a missionary would ever have peregrinated tluther. 
According to the de[dorable account here g^ven : " die wig- 
wams of the wild Indians of America are equally good, and 
better fiimuhed," than the cottages of the onbappy and <^ 
pressed peasantry of Harris. If the account which new 
lies open before the writer of the preset article be true, or 

* TIm E**. nbf ioBU}'* nal nuM ii MutI 10 lai* been "MM^igei." 
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even nearly correct, Uw Airicail Sotitty ought t/ct teed tnttfel- 
lers dnlher, and Mr. Wilberfbrcet now tbat the da/re vr&ie hat 
been ha{]|>ily abcdiBbed, should truisfer hu attention to thoie 
miserable shores. According to this cuTatiTe, the ancient man- 
enai bonda^ still exists in all its horrors; tha labours of fifty^ 
two days in the year are demanded from some ctf the uuh^jpy 
tenants ; <^ms of them are obliged to fester their " mast^s 
children," with<nit wages ; while the stat* o£ the ** SpaUaf^' is 
assuredly &r inferior to that of the ncgTo in the West Jn^ei; 
tcx they both seem, indeed, to Uve and Ux>ur under the ta- 
rors and toxture of die whip ; but with this diSiat^/et, that 
iriiile the ^budean slave is here represoited as starring 
during the whole year ; the slave of the torrid, zone, Ims at 
least the chance of getting sleek and &t, during crc^ time I 
Hnmanity teaches us charitably to bapb that the or^nal 
anthorwas imposed ujton; or that the X)octpr waa.ipduc^ 
by bis representations,' to colfltar and varnish an esat^joM/ed 
tale! But if it beotherwiae — and uirely the sulget^ is wordiy 
of<»quiiy, by actual inspection on the part of the curioat^.ia^ 
quiative, and humane travelers t^ the present da3^ — it is to 
be hoped that the public indignation will be aroused, and that 
die Scallags of those ranote idea will at length be libferMed 
from an ill^d and intolaaot braidage. 

A few months before this, a w<^ had appeared, etrtitl«4 
" Travfib into Norway, DenmariCj.and Russia," by A< Swin- 
ton, EUq., who is represented as " the near rdation" of thecele- 
brated Admiral Greig, who had acted as oommander of cm of 
the 6eets fitted out by Catharine IL This volmne has ako 
been attributed to Dr. Thomson, who, if not the oi^nd 
penman, at least, under the character (^ an editor, is su[q>osed 
to have mode it assume its preeexit shape and form. He was 
intimately acquainted, indeed, about this period, with a.gat- 
tlcman di some o^ebrity, who was a native of the nordL of En- 
rope ; and we percave that Professor ThoAdyn of C(^>en- ' 
hagen, has furnished a carious Appendix, consisting of " words 
common to the Scotch, Icelanders, and Danes." At two 
travellers of some eminence had recently explored die non^tem 
H 4 
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parts 6f -Europe, and (XMnmunicated tbeir remarkB to the pub- 
lic, it became necesauy to dispute thdr authori^, and under- 
value their opinioDs; here feUows s curioiu specimen, not 
only of the art of bodk-makdn^ in England, but also a& an 
incident to it, the necessary ability to write down and d^re- 
clate all anteced^t productitms. 

" Mr^ Wraxal made a tour of 2000 miles around the 
Baltic, in the course <^ five months. It is impossible either 
to disregard the admirable alacrity of this gentlemaa's move- 
moita, or to suppose that he had it in his power to draw 
muiy of his reflections from actual observation. Mr. Ooze 
'^veiled at a pace somewhat slower, and much more sotann; 
He has giv% us many accurate and useful details concmiing 
oaann&cturee, commerce, population, public revenue, military 
establishments, and the ceremonials observed in various inter- 
views with which he was honoured by nobles, princes, and 
kings, TWse, together with historical extracts from a great 
number of writers, with multiplied experiments on'the conge- 
lations c£ mercury made by different philosophers, at different 
times and places, swell his volumes to a respectable size as well 
as price. , 

• *' It is not, howevOT,' long detuls, bi<^raphica], bistorical, 
or philos<q>hical, that are expected by every reader to fimn 
the principal parts of books of travels. What the travdler 
hims^ observed, inferred, suffered, or enjoyed — but above 
flS, manners, customs, dress, modes of life, domestic economy, 
amusements, arts, whether liberal or mechanical, and in a 
word, whatevier tends to illustrate the actual state of society, 
^id that not (mly among the great, but the body, and even 
ihe very lowest of the people : all this, in the iqunion of those 
who read rather fbi: amusement, than the study of cither 
ptditics or natural philosophy, should enter into those narra^ 
tives whidi are sotqwsed to hold a kind of middle rank between 
the solidity of studied discourse and the freedtxn of colloquial 
conversation. 

*' It is on this humUe ground that the author of this volume 
notwithstanding what has been pubtidied by the respectable 
gentlemen above-mentioned, is induced to t^er to the public 
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a.Tuiety of observations, trliich he has been enabled to make 
by frequeit voyagea to Dauoark, and a resideaice of several 
yean in RusbIe." 

An oideavour is here very laudably made to interest every 
Briton, by descrilsing the " Skaw," being the fint part of 
Dounark seen by our traveller, and which forms the north 
part of Jutland, ** as the ancient Cimbriea Chersonensus, from 
irtience issued that race of people called yln^es, who con- 
qoered E^ngland, and gave (heir name to our country." The 
author, to &nuliarise the reader with the views befin^ him, 
seems to rejoice, and be joyliil amidst scenes which other men 
usually h(^d in horror : " I d^ght to see nature in h^ 
winter uniform — to he surrounded with rugged rocks, and 
frozen oceans." " I ait down," continues he, " for the pur- 
pose of writing to you, by a snug fire in the cabin ; but the 
ship rolls in such a manner, that it is widi di£Bkndty I con 
either hold my pen or keep my temper. Perhaps it is the 
kraken that moves his huge sides noder rae ? Where shall I 
find a tub large oiough to be thrown oat to sach a whde ; 
' .whose ^es behold bis tail at tlie distance of three miles; Surely 
the works of ^creation are sufficient of themselves to fill and 
expand the humui mind, though they should Dot derive uiy 
addidooal grandeur from, the tifi&i^ted imagination." 

But while the author here afiects to ridicule the dreams of 
the good Norw^ian Bishop Pontoppidan, yet, lest his own 
narrative shoidd be wholly deficient in die inonder^, he intro- 
duces to our nodce a Norwegian ship-nuMter and his matc^ 
" who. in the year 1786, made oath before iht magistrates of 
]>unde^ that they had seen a large Ssh within a few leagues of 
thecoast of Scodand, 'uAxck tii^ judged to be three tniks m len^k." 
This the editor gravely maintains to have been the ee»-woTm 
described by the " suflragan of Berg^i," and boldly assets, 
that it " drags its slow length of abont one hundred yards." 

He thai enters' into a dibcnssibn relative to the supposed 
proportion between die size a( animals and the planets they 
.inhabit Some philosophers we are told, give to the human 
bcii^ in Saturii an altitude ot " six^ feet ;" and if their coi^ec- 
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tiiT«8 be right, ** the people of Mercury will not exceed seven 
w nine inches in bd^t." 

The Frendi Revolution, which bad begun about this time 

to exhibit a formidable aspect, also (umishes ample scope for 

notice and amplification. Here follows ' a pateage, however, 

that will be deemed to be prophetic of some of the events that 

* have actually occurred: 

" It ia unfbrtmiately to be f^r^ended, from ao lively and 
fidde a pec^le as the FVencb, that they will not be satisfied 
with that natian^ degree of freedom which is ctmaistent with 
good gorernment : that th^ will dream of golden ages before 
the clouds of tbeir mom are reinoved from the horizon ; and 
request, in childish fits of liberty, for the v^ crown of their 
mpnarch to play with. 

** As this nation has long given us the patterns for our 
clothes, they wUl no doubt now attempt to give us patterns of 
freedom. 

*' Alas I the consequence of such attempts will stir up an 
additional number of enemies to those -who will naturally op- 
pose A^m, even in their just claims to the liberties of men. 
Tleir foolish effi)rt to go beyond the bounds of rational 
liberty, may give just cause to the sovereigns of Europe to 
endeavour to prevoit the cont^ous example from spreading 
among their sul^ects ; and in the stni^le the French may 
lose a part of their newly redeemed inheritance. If the 
French should abuse what is now in their power to obtain, — a 
fr«eand equitable government and laws, it may ratiier retard 
tJian forward the cause of freedmn throughout Europe. The 
bloody struggle, both of civil and fordgn war, may deter other 
nations firom endeavouring to shake off the chains of des- 
potism, wh^ th^ see these succeeded by anarchy and devas- 
tadaa." 

This work, conosting of a ungle volume, is dedicated to 
the Empress Catharine; it containa a spirited print of an 
equestrian statue of Peter L, and on the idiole is writtai in 
such a manner, as either to interest or amuse every lead&r. 
-Boccnt evmts, too, have'Rastiredly jostifled die hij^ opinion 
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here Mitertained of Nonrarjr, m express oppontim to travelkn 
of great note, who, after viuting it in person about this period, 
actually described that country as an incumbrance to Denmark. 
Nearly at the same time, -we find Dr. Thomson cmce more 
in the field ; for Dr. Parr about this time introduced him to 
Mr. 'Windham, and having published a " iSequel to a printed 
Ptapet lately circulated by the Rev. Charles Curtis*," he ad- 
dressed a letter to his learned friend, which abounds with 
many g^ieral observations, accompanied by a few pertinent 
and pithy sentences relative to the French RerolHtion. It is 
pretty plain that our author had not as yet made up his mind 
relative to the part he was to take on this grand question ; for 
while all allowed his moderation, neither of the. great parties 
in the nation could deem him either an ally or a con&derata 
In the first place he appeared under the auspices of a reverend 
sag^ who was sui^xwed to think fevouraUy of the general 
prindples by which a neighbouring nation was actuated at 
that precise period ; and, in the next, he does not weeia to 
have been at all unfiiendly to innoivatton, when improvemoit 
was the ol^ect ; having frankly avowed, that it is now ** time 
diat men, leaving the mere coastings of usage and precedent, 
diould steer by the polwity of reason," On the other hand, 
both Iwre uhI in the English Review, he seems to suppose^ 
that the French philosophers w«% too rapid in their mov^ 
ments; they did not sufficiently accommodate thdr changes 
to the gradual variatjcm of minds and drcumitancea ; and 
eapposed mind to be equally plastic and cUictile with matter. 
He also prefoi gradual to sudden and radical alterations in 
^rstenu. 

" When shall natural philosophers," he. asks, "arrive at 
the art of rainng the marble from the sohd rock into arc)»6 
and fnllars, and other forms of architecture, by means of the 
prcgectiU fwoe of gunpowder ? Scarcely is it less difficult for 
the mord jdiilosopber to combine the awakened propensities 
and diwxmlant views of millions in one harmonious and perma<- 



,y Google 



108 DE. THOHSOH. 

neiitpotitical ^istaii. Bat if liiefnomfiitemt^ those propuinties 
and Tiewibe not calculated with due e^ctDeas, the powder of 
pasncMi, instead of raiBing a goodly pt^tical fabric will cover 
the fair &oe <^ nature with volcanic ashes. Poets have as- 
cribed certain edifices to the divine power of music, but the 
' concord of sweet sounds* is radically and essentially di£^Tent 
from the angry passions. Haimony is attractive I Discord 
is destructive I" la another place, our author obeerves, diat 
" as the nature of a seed is beat discovered by its devel<^>einent 
into an herb, shrub, or tree, so the principles of government 
are beet undcmtood, when they are contemplated in their 
action, dfect, and full expansion." 

We %ish the subject of this memoir had been always as 
harmlessly or rather as usefully employed : but ti uth obliges 
us reluctantly to declare, riiat he was, both b^re and after 
this period, actively engaged in writing tracts in defence of 
the slave-trade I A committee formed for the express purpose 
of supporting this, in&mous troEEc, actually met in the city, 
and holding forth golden temptattota to needy man of letters, 
unfortunately prevuled on multitudes to advocate tb«r cause. 
Hie res angasta domi can be alone pleaded in mitigation, 
and t^ authbr of this biographical dcetdi, wjio remon- 
strated with the doctor on the occasion, has reason to think 
tliat he was at length heartily ashamed of this part of his 
ccmduct 

' It would be uncandid to dwell on this pertkn of hisUfe; 
it wonld be tu^ust wholly to omit the . meniiofi of it ! We 
now recur, with heartfelt satisfaction, to another prodUetiot^ 
dictated t^ the purest humanity. An old highland serjeant, 
<^ the name of Macleod, was accustomed to leave bis native 
mountains every year, and, after (xaversing a large part of 
Scotland and fhig^and, regularly f^ipeared in the metropcdis 
for the express purpose of receiving his pensifm at Chelsea 
Hospital in person. His muscular powers, his brawny make, 
his broad chest, his Gaelic drens, and his ability <^ still wielding 
the broad sword both with vigour and address, attracted the 
notice of every beholdei;,'and more especially as he really was, or 
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preteadfld to be an octogenTiarian. . To interert tlie pnUic M 
larg^ the doctor kiii(% imdolook to write his life; <i*luoh 
was scoDrdin^y fearSarmei, being sccoinponied l^ an engreTed 
t»iiit of the veteran biii»el£ This, together with hii visits 
to all Sootchmen of any note^ and nob a few distinguished 
En^itdunen also, procured a considerable sum of money, al- 
tliou^ it was then generally bdieved, that he was a mnch 
younger man than he aflfected to be. But no one can blame 
thedoctor even if be was imposed upon l^his countryman, on the 
score of seniority. Without reding any advantage to himisdft 
he generously patronised a man ccmfesBedly i^ed, and. by a 
few r^id. strokes of his producdve pen enabled " auld Do- 
nald," who had actually fought the battles of his country for 
DKwe than half a century, to return to bis native gl«i, eurlc^e^ 
ccmtaitcd,~and grateful ! 

We have already alluded to the doctor's connection wiA a 
very req>ect^>le bookseller in St, Paul's Churchyard,. sc»ae* 
tilQe deceased ; it now remains to be mentioned, that this ex-> 
teo^d further than the coalidoii between the En^isb and 
Analytical Review, as will be perceived from the following 
narrative. John Oabrid Stedman, a native of Scotland, 
wb^re he was bom in 1 745, had entered, as it was 'fonnerly 
&e custom with many of his countrymen, into the military 
sendee of the states of Hollaod. Having been dispatched to 
eoe of the Dutch colonies, on the continent of America, he 
acted for some time ag captain in a detachment emplt^ed 
gainst the nevolted negroes, with a Swiss for his commanding 
pfficer. After undo'going an infinite number of haidsh^ 
and fiitigues, he repaired to England, either with the acquired 
or asfinmed brevet rank i^ Lientenant-Coltmel, which he had 
assuredly, merited, by long and desperate service. He was 
accustomed, like Othello, to talk of his nutnerons advrattures 
by " flood end field;" to produce the astonishment of his 
listening auditors, by his many " h^-breadtb.'scapes ;" while 
he excited a tempoi^Lry horror by describing a new game of 
jiioe-pins, in wliieh the bowls conaiated of the bleeding beads 
oF insurgent Afncans, newly severed from their bodies by the 
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CntliusGS' of his fbUowers \ Being drairous to publish' a ^3ook 
on this subject, nbder his own nsnie, acccmipanied with prints 
from some admirable drawings' in his pomession, made and 
coloured on the spot ; it became necessary to furnish him with 
assistance. And we have been told, that Mr, Johnson applied 
for that purpose to the doctor, who on this occasion acted the 
important part of literary dry-nttrse to the American bantling. 
Accordingly, with a celerity unequalled, perluq)s, on the part 
of any other man, (geared a *' Narrative of an Expedition 
against the revolted Negroes of Surinam," in 2 vols. 4to. with 
plates. This work, containing a variety 6f military trans- 
actions, on a narrow and confiiied scale indeed, but accom- 
panied by a number of circumstances toiding to render it in- 
tereAii^, was read with great avidity at the tim^ and paned 
throu^ a second, and perhaps a third edition. It Was cre- 
ditable - to the editor ; and must have been profitaUe to all 
parties. With this respectable publisher, wh<^ imder a seriqai, 
and even severe countenance and deportment, ctmoealed an 
excellent heart, we never heard that he had anydispute; but 
he was not unfrequeatly engaged in altercations of this kind j 
for a coolness took place between him and Mr. Murr^, in 
consequence of the transfer of the Eoglidi Reviev; he waged 
an immortal vat with Mr. Hamilton, die printer, about the 
Critical J while be commenced a lawsuit with Mr. RobinKm 
of Patemoster-row concerning copyright, &c. ftc Mr. Mur- 
ray, who had been originally an officer of Marines, was dccus- 
tomed, like'Dilly and Johnsbn, to ^ve weddy dinners to 
literary men ; and, although become a tradesman, wrs not 
wholly guided by interest on these occasions ; for he lovad 
society, was enable of a generous action, and greatly delighted 
in the company of his countrymen, the Drs. Gilbert Stuart, 
Grant, and William Thomson. Mr, Hamilton was accostomed 
to make ludicrons charges against the subject of this monoir ; 
viz. " that he sometimes wrote bodes in his own nam^ but 
oftener in. that of other men." This might produce a laugh, 
but it contained no serions accusation ; and it must be recol- 
lected that Dr. Johnson, with all his Uteraiy pride and moriil 
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feedings, did not disdain to do the same. Mr. Robinion was 
B shrewd, able man, who was then at the head of a most re- 
spectable house in Patemoater-Bow, and the largest publicjier 
at that time, perhaps in Great Britain. 

Of school-bocd(s, now so fruitful and prc^table as a com- 
mercial speculation, we cannot recollect tlie name of one &N 
tributed to the Doctor, Bnleas "the continuation of Gold- 
smith's History of Greece, from Alexand^ the Great to the 
sacking of Constantuiople by the Turks," may be included 
within this description. As a translator, on the other hand, 
he often t^peared before the public, and was on thes^ as well 
as many other occasions, constantly noticed, although, as majr 
be easily guessed, not severely animadverted up<Hi, l^ his own 
periodical journals, which proved an admirable vehicle for the 
di^CTiination as w^ as refview of his works. With the French 
language he was pretty well acquainted, and transposed the 
text into his own vemacnlar tougue, with considerable ease and 
&cility. But such was his zeal and eagerness, that he would 
have undertaken a version from the Hebrew or Persian ; and 
had be but become master of a lew leading facts, so great was 
his ability, at one period of his Ufo, that he would have used 
these as his. texts, for very able and animated disquisitions, 
eiUier in or after the styl^ manner, and sentiments of the ori- 
ginal author. 

He translated Acerbi's travels to the North Pol^ daring 
that gentleman's residence in England ; and it can scarcely be 
doubted, such was his desire of employment, that he ^ther 
learned Italian expressly for the purpose, or recurred to 
the dictionary, not only during every page, but almost every 
line. 

Towards the latter end of his life, the Doctor was chiefly em- 
ployed in bringing up the long arrear of Dodsley's Annual 
Raster. Of this employmeDt he was not a little proud, as he 
now conudered himself the legitimate successor of - Edmund 
Bnrke. ■ We understand that he compiled the historical part, 
firon 1790 to 1800, inclusive; and if paid as liberally as the 
Ri^t Hommrable gentl«nan just alluded to^ his remuneration 
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would have exactly amounted to SOOOL for ten volumes; we 
have reason to think however, that deven or twelve were oo- 
dertaken and completed by him. 

On this occasion he was lucky oiough to obtain the pa- 
tronage, 'And if we misti^ not, access to the library of- Sir 
John Macpheregn, late Governor- General of Bengal; &om 
whose extensive collection of papers, as well as pers<Hi«l com- 
mtmications, he was enabled to derive much useful and in- 
terestiog information relative to British India. 

Meanwhile, his famUy was now growing up towards matu- 
rity, and it became necessary to endeavour to obtain some per- 
manent provision for them. William, his second son, being a 
boy of an adventurous spirit, at an early period of lif^ embraced ' 
. the nautical profession, and r^utired to the EoU. Thither 
also two daughters were sent, one to Bbmbay, and the other 
to Bengal, where they both married well, and one most ad- 
vantageously. On this occasion the worthy and muoifioent 
baronet just alluded to, interposed with his wonted generod^; 
he recommended both of these young ladies in the kindest 
ftud most affectionate manner, the dder to his friend the late 
Governor Duncan, the younger to sevei-al of bis correspon- 
dents in India. In consequence of this respectable intro- 
duction, their reception was ikvour^^ and their success 
complete. A third dauj^ter a little before this, had settled 
in Scotland. 

Towards the ctmdusion of his life. Dr. ThomMm had bnt 
little to do with the English press. He had written upon all 
subjects, and seemed to be fairiy exhausted ;^in short he re- 
sembled afield, which the necessities of the former obliges him 
constantly to crop with wheat; and the oonseqijieDce may be 
easily and readily foreseen, in respect to both. Peihaps too, 
it was improvident in him to retire to such a distance from 
the centre of action ; for he faad taken a house at Kensington 
Gravel Pits, which although in the immediate vicinity of the 
metropolis, is &r too distuit dther to be included within the 
drcuit of a Printer's Devil, or to keep i^ a regular and 
constant commuoication with Patemoster-Bov. 
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NotwithatandiDg these mani&ld disadvantages while ther^ 
he imdertcxA and executed a work, whidt tends ta confirm 
irtiat has been already sud, as to the variety of his powers, 
and the extent of his acqni^tifHu, Aboat the year 180B, he 
cmnnieneed, and in 1806 c(Hn|det»], Memoirs relative to 
MSitary Tactics, admirably adiqited to the wariike g^iis of 
Hat day.' It was dedicated, with great prc^ety, to His 
Royal Highness the Duke of York, then, as now. Commander 
in Chirftd* the Forces; imd if we are not greatly misinfocmed, 
has been used as a text bo(^ at High Wycombe, the senior 
d^urtntent of the ^jQUtnry College. On this occasion he 
recurried to the aocioit mode of war&re; and the hero ot 
Carthage occi^ned a res}>eotable place in his dissertations, 
oil accOnnt of the science displayed in his various eng«^|;e- 
ments. Aprefooe was added by the late A&. Gjenni^ F.R.S. 
who bod studied divinity along with him at St. Andrew's, and is 
said to have been tme of theaUest mathematicsaQsofthe presait 
age; in which be ably demonstrated the mistakes that had been 
made, rdative to the baUles of Hannibal. We believe, that 
this was the last work of an^ «ninence achieved by our au- 
-'thorralthou^ there is reasmi to .suppose that he has left 
Hveriil nuuinsoripts, chi^y dedicated to metapbyidcal en- 
quiries. It was in the calm and obscure retxeet alluded to 
abov^ 'that Dr. WiUiam Thonuon passed the evening of bis'^ 
days, provided indeed with but a lender and inadequate in- 
come ; yet exetr^it from want, and luckily devoid of care. 
With a mind no l<Higer <&tracted by proofi, revises, con- 
tracts, sales, or calculations, equally at ease from the clamour 
of nrinterB,''the remonstrances of Booksellers, and the threats 
of Lawyers, he concentrated all his happiness within the bo- 
som of his fiuoily. After lamenting the loss of his two lovdy 
daughto's, who had died in the East, his last days were bor 
nouraldy, UscAiHy, and grstefolly anployed, in the education 
of his grandchildren, until overtaken by Dea^ on the 16th 
of March, 1817. 

- Thus died in the 71 St year of his ag^ William Thomson, 
LL.D., tbe most active, laboriotis, and indefatigable man' 
VOL. II. .1 

DowcdDyGoOgIC . 



'il4i DB. THOMSON. 

afletterathaf has speared in the present rc^S) andwboj if he 
could not say like Magliabecclii, " that he had ccnnposed aevat 
volumes in folio with a sio^e pen," y&L might boast that he 
hi^d written on a greater varied of aubjecta than any of hit 
own contemporaries. As a tourist, he had travelled over 
Ilii^laiid, Scotland and Ireland ; aa a novellist, he had ascended 
to the mooD, and pierced to. the wilds of Africa ; while as a 
warrior, he had fought at Saguntum, and Cannae. Both Asa 
. and America had come within the wide grasp of his studies 
and refleirtJons. Memoirs and biography were for some years 
his daily occupation ; while the criticism of his own and 
other men's labours, produced more perhaps, than the fee- 
simple of his original works. So fitmiJiar was he in respect 
to the events of the times in which he lived, that he Was con- 
stantly employed in detailing the speeches, or arranging the 
tr^Qsactions, or writing eulc^ums for, or sounding the dealb- 
knell of the reputation of bis friends, contemporaries, rivab, 
and enemies. 

In respect to. bis person, although not tall, he wis strong 
muscular, and athletic. His complexion was dark j his oaanAer 
energetic ; and when young he must have bem very powerfiiL 
At a former period, his pei'soiial intrepidly exposed him to 
many dangers, both by night and day. Like Hercules of old, 
he wished to clear the world of monsters ; and he would attack 
any one when he dec9ned himself a^rieved. At midmght 
he was accustomed to return through a long and dreary road 
to his little mansion at the back of Kensington Gardens, and 
when nearly at the age of seven^ he was seen by th& aifthor 
of this narrative to brandish his lai^e oaken stick at a noble- 
man's coachman, who, through negbgenc^ endangered his 
life at Hyde-Paik corner, while walking towards the gravels 

pit*. 

In bis nature he was ratjier ircascibl^ and not altogether 
forgetful' of either real or Biq>pt»Bd ofi^ces : it was at one time 
in his power indeed, from a thousand unexpected sources to 
assail and perbi^s 0verwhehh a literary character ; and one gen- 
tleman who had declined his acquuntanoe, during fiftem ydLrt 
felt the smarts of his vengeance. But instead ctf resenting this 
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mOduct, net sooiifft)did.he)imr that diBDootoii'K&uitca) 'were 
deranged, than l^ means of a Tespects)^ de^ymttfi 4f'-the 
(^urch of England, who concealed bis inteipoiition, he pro- 
cured him an <^r of assiatance qn the part of tlist meet eK- 
cellrait institution, the Literary Fun;! His manly answer on 
that occasion merits to be recorded ; '* I am only in some 
teaoporary difficulties ; and will accept of no relief." 

Notwithstanding his manners, like ,his dress, were rather 
roi^h, orijpnal, and unpolished, yet Doctor Thomson is said 
to have understood, and frequently exhibited a great ddigbt 
in add" attachment to music. His. hospitality was so great 
as'hdt unfrequently to exceed his means: be was fond of com> 
pany indeed; and at one period of his hfe, accustomed to in- 
dulge ill late hours and the jollity <^ tavern suppers. In 
respect to rdlg^on, he constantly inculcated and asserted the 
Christian code to be a most powa^, useful, and advantageous 
iostnuuent, both in respect to atatw and individuals. In his 
social hours he was gay, noisy, and argumentative ; and poa- 
sessed a fund of broad humour that not unfrequently set the 
" table in a roar," more especially on the part of his country- 
m«i who alone. fiiUy comprdieDded bim ; fi>r his accent, pro- 
nondiation, and dialect, not seldom rendered him obscure to 



As an author, it has been justlysud of him, *' that he united 
great vigour of invention, great depth o£ observation, and 
great eloquence of expressioo, with remarkable n^igence 
of composition ;" and it is happily added, " that he could be 
romantic' without extravagance, and eccentric without absur- 
dity." 

The ]>x:tor was twtce married, and bad children on both 
occasions. His first wif^ Diana MUtone, was a Scotdbwoman ; 
his, second, who still survives, educated her family with exen^ 
plary prudence and proprie^: like her husband too she 
proved an author; and hernovds^ may be read without fear 

■ Ha foUvmng hiTs btan wuibnttA u» th« p«B of tU> IMp 
1. ThcLob^iinihtif Life; a. EKccwivg Snuil^^UHj ; a. Fuil FoIliM g Hd t. Tlw 
Flide of katfOy. 



,y Google 



116 DB. THOMSON. 

on' the part of young women,- which is no smidl ooBoAiaidation 
'durbig the present age. - ' ' 

-LiUtef^ Works torittm, edited h/, or attributed to the late 
Dr. WilUam Thomson. 

History. 

,' , 1 . ContinuadoD and conclusion of Dr. Watson's Hist<^ of 

Philip III. 

3. TranshUion from the Latin of *< Cunningham's History 
of Great Britain, from the Rcvolutioa to the accession of the 
'House of Brunswick, in the person of George I." 

3. New Edition and ContiDuattCMi of Goldsmith's History 
of andent Greece, the whole concluded in 2 vols. 8vo. 



Biograp^. 

4. life oT Seqeant Madeod. ... 

Vot/ages, Travds, and Memoirs. 

5. Travels in Europe, Asia, and Africa, 8to. 1782. 
6.Newte'8 Travels through Scotland, 8vo. 

7. Travels into Norway, Denmark, and Sweden, 8vo. 1792. 

8. Buchanan's Travels in the Hdirides. 8 vo. 1 793. 
9. -Memoirs of the war in Asia, from 1780 to 1784. 

10. Stedman's Narrative relative to Sorinaoi, 4to. with 
plates. 

11. Aoerbi'sTraveb to the North Cape, translated fitHu the 
Italian. 

12. Military Memoirs, Sd Edition, Svo. 1806. 

Miscdlaneaus. 

13. Comm»itary (Hi the Bible, by the Reraroul Mr. 
■HarriBon* 
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14. Appeal to the People <^ England, in Behalf of WarreU' 
Hastings, Esq., late Govenunr-Oeneral of India. 

1 5. Introduction to the Trial of Mr. Hastily , 



NoD^ and Bomances. 

16. Man in the Moon, S TOl8.'13mo. 1782. 

17. Mammoth, or Human Nature displayed on a grand 
scale, in a Tour, with the Tinkers or Gypdes, to the central 
parts of Africa, 2vols.8va 1789. 

Pamphlets and Periodical PuUications. 

1 8. Several Tracts in Defence of the Slave Trade. 

19. English^ Critical, and Analytical Reviews. 

20. Annual Registers. 

21 . The weddy summary of News for the Whitehall Even- 
ing Post, for several years. 

22. Reports of Debates for, and Dissertations, &c., in several 
of the daily Newspapers. 

23. Papers in the PoliUcal Herald, under the signature of 
%aotus. 
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HUGH DuKB-AND Eabl of NORTHUMBERLAND. 

LORD LIXDTENAKT, AND CUSTOS ROTULORUM OF THE COUNTY OF 
NORTBUHBBRLAND, VICK ADMIRAL OF THE SAMB; OMK OF THZ 
LORDS OF HIS MAJESTy's MOST HONOURABLE PRIVY COUNCIL ( 

CO. r.R.B. ra. A. ; A gbnbral in th£ army, and constablx 

OF LAimCBSTON CASTLE. 

** ESPEKANCE EN DIED." ^— — 3f(rf. 

Xt would be equally vain and ridiculous, to enter into a 
laboured detail of the genealogy of tltis good, amiably and 
ilfautrious nobleman. By the paternal side, his Gratfe derives 
his ori^n from the Sniilhsons, or Snofthsons, a family so 
ancient, as to possess a lordship of the same name, in the 
county of York, at the time of the Norman conquest. Indeed, 
according to the testimony of one of our most respectable 
h^alds, who bad access to the family pesters, be claims the some 
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lineage as the Veres, Earb of Oxford ; the Beauchamps, Earls 
of Wu^cJc ; the MortimerB, Earis of March ; and is dto de- 
scended from Ae great femilies of Percy and Neville; and 
even from thb blood royal, through the princeiy House of 
Yorii. ' Ab to the maternal stock, the Perdes.are readily 
traced from the ancient kings of Fri^ce and England, and 
the Seymours, irom Mary Que^i Dowser of fVonce, younger 
dau^tea* of Henry VII. by his Queen Ehaabetb, daughter 
imd heir of King Edward IV. in whom were united the two 
royal Houses of York and Lancaster. - 

Hu^, the elder son of the fi^t .Duke of Northumberland, 
by his consort Elizabeth, only daughter of the great Duke of 
Somerset; was born, August -I4{ 1-742, in the parish of St. 
George, Hanover Square. After receiving a suitable edu- 
cation, he was introduced to the world as Earl Percy; and as 
his early inclinations pointed towards a military life, his lord- 
^ip was at Iraigth gratified, even in this wish, although doubt- 
less with much reluctance on the part of his parents. He ac- 
cordingly obtained a comltiiseion in the -army, while yet a boy, 
and actually served with great credit, for a whole campaign itt 
Germany, during the seven years' war, under the auspices of 
Prince Ferdinand, then supposed to be one of the ablest com- 
manders of his age. 

Nor did this young nobleman fail to display his Spirit and 
jttdignation at home, when the hcmour of his iiuiiily appeared 
to be called in question. The government of l^rnmouth fbrt 
had hem usually disposed of in a manner agreeably to th« 
wishes 6f the Diike of Northumberland, in return for the 
veiy handsome manner in vhlch a portion of the adja^mt 
ground had been transfered, for the accommod&tion of the 
gturiKin. On an expected vacancy, his Grace iq)plied to Hi* 
M^es^ in person, to Confer this appointment on his eldest 
soil ; and the royal promise was supposed to have be«i given 
Ml that occasion. On the death of ^ Andrew Agnew, itl 
1771, a^ apfJkatiQii was aeoordhigly m&de to Lord North, 

■ Sm CoHin' f«ngi, *^ ii. p- 476. 
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intimatii)^ in the; Hiost delicate numner, . the promUe that 
had been made; bat that jninister replied, in a very laconic 
^istle, " that it was totally uunecewary to reiaind hjm of any 
'|^«Tloas engagemenl, as the goTernment of T^nmouth fort was 
already disposed of to the Hon. M^r-Genera2 Alaunder 
Modcay." Such an a&ont was not likely to pass with impu- 
ni^ on the part of a Percy ; and the earl accordingly trans- 
mitted a spirited rejoinder, purporting, " that be had received 
his lordship's letter with an equal degree of concern and indig- 
nation ; for whatever his opinion of the present ministers might 
be, be had always looked upon the great Person's own word to 
be' sacred, undl that moment." 

. ' But notwithstanding this insult. Lord Percy never fiiiled for 
a single pioment, to odiibit both his accustomed loyol^ to the 
King, uid his warm attachment to what be deemed, the beet 
interests of his native country. Accordingly, at the com- 
mencement of the war with America, in the course of which 
the Trans-Atlanlic colonies successfully resisted all clums of 
taxation on the part of the parent stat^ his lordship mode a 
taider of bis service to government. These being readily and 
joyiiilly acc^ted, be instantly r^atred to the scene of. action, 
uid took an active part in most of the miUtary operations o( 
that day. 

At the batde of Lexington, fought on the 19th of .April 
1776, bis lordship, with a body of British troops, came very 
(^porlunely to the succour of a detachment under Colonel 
Smith, who bad not only advanced further than was expected, 
but had actually expended all his ammunition. General 
Gage, in bis <^cial dispatch, afterwards published in . the 
Iibndon Gazette, obs^'ves, " that too much praise cannot be 
given to Lord Percy, for bis r^narkable activity, during, the 
^hde day." This nobleman was also present at the spirited 
acticHi at Bunker's Hill, and distinguished binuel^ .not only 
then, but afterwards essentially contributed to the re4uctioi>.c^ 
JFort'Wastungton: the column beaded 1:^ bun, was^tbe first 
that entered the enemy's lines. 

Meanit4ule his iUwtiioas mother, who bad diriinguished 
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h««d^ not only by a jMincely demeanour sult^^ to h^ ex- 
altedrank, but abo by a mumficent encoaragemoit <^ litraa- 
ture and tbe fine arts, di«d oa her lorUi day, December 5th, 
1776, preci»dy at the time ber Grace bad ctHnfileted the 70th 
yeai of her age. On this, the Bufaject of tlw preseat memoir, 
who was still abroad in the service of his country, succeeded 
to the baronies of Percy, Luf^, Poynings, Filz-Poyne, Bryan, 
and Latimer. His lord^p did not, however, take his seat jn 
the Hmise of Lords, until November SCt, 1777, (mhis arrival > 
froiu America, which he had quitted at the aid of the cam- 
paign of that year, 

" Earl Percy was rec^ved with op^i arms by all the ministers. 
So much promptitude and gallantry on the part of a distin- 
guished nobleman bad excited' their admiration; and acoc»d- 
ii^y, we find him soon after appointed Colonel of the fifth 
regiment of foot, with the rank of Lieutenant-Greieral in the 
army, 

Bitt by this time all the tury speculations about subjugation, 
conquest, and uaconditional'submission had evaporated, and 
the more sober part of the cabinet, b^an.to t^lk of peace and 
conciliation. On that occasion. Earl Percy'was considered, 
£rcaa the modowion of his prindplee, his knowlege of 
America, and bis hi^ rank, as well as high character, to be 
eminentiy calculated for the office of chief C<Hmiussioner, or 
T^^er Ambassador Plenipotentiary, now proposed to be sent 
to the insurgent c(d(Hiies. His &milyaDd fiiends, on this pro- 
posal, disavowed all ideas of emolument, but th^ wished to 
stipulate for the Garter, as a necessary ^poid^e to the em- 
bassy, more espedaUy as lliere were no fewer' than three blue 
ribbands vacant at that very moment.'' To this proposition, it 
was repliet^ " that his lordship might dep^id upon it, on his 
return." But his lordship had not as yet forgotten the pledge 
fpTenhim.in recftect to the government ofSir Andrew A^ew; 
and he is said tohavestatet^ " that being too well acquainted 
with courts, to trust'to promises ; if he could not have the. 
, garter- beforeembarkation, he must decline going." 

'■ BjthrdNihof tb(iPidnof'ljBpfoD;Mddie£nUorAUwnuiIc>iidClM*wr. - 
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Tbepteacnt Earl of Cu'lisle, thea a very young man, was 
afiiei*Warda {daced at theheadof a commissuffi^ for tfae same pur- 
pose. He was honoured on that ioecaaoa, *e believ^ mA ~ 
the garter, as he doubtleEs deemed it i&dispens{d>te, and pre- 
ferred the possesion to Ae prospect t with the teiult of dwtt 
fXabagsy, the public is weH accjuainted. 

Devoid of ambitimi, and aaxioue only to be useful, fekri 
Percy now addicted himself to the pleasures' of dtrtiiestic 4o- 
ciety, and the car^s incident to his station. At the age of 
twoMy-^Wie, July S, 1764, \ab lorddiip had been persuaded to 
form an alliance with one of the noblest and most akicient fa- 
milies in tiie United KingdMn, having married Lady Anne 
Stuart, third daughter <^ Jithb E^I of Bute, thto the &- 
TDurite and prune minister 6t his [vesent Majte^. Btit this 
connexion, however desirable it might have been in otiier re- 
spects, jproved Unfortunate; and it was at l«igth finally dia^ 
solved by act of parliament, in Mardi, 1779. Soon aftet, 
and under &r mmre prt^itidua au^ices, this nobleman formed 
a new idliftnce wiAMiss FranceS-JuUa Burrd, sister to S&r Piter 
Burrd, Bart now Lord Gwydir, and officiating Great Cham- 
berlam of England, -ini consequence of his marriage with 
Prisci]la-B&rbara^£li£ab6th Lindsay, Baroness d'Eresfoy, 
eid^t daughter of Peregrine, third Duke of Ancaster. The 
leiLdiUg motive to this union was of no vulgar kind : it origin- 
ate in timt spe^^.of attachment from a child to a parent, 
which the Romuls honoured with the name of Pieiy. In the 
ytor 1778, the father of the present Duchess Dowager, of 
Northumberland, Was advised to repair to Spa, for dbe beiie&t 
of his health. His afiecttonate dai^hte^ dreading to trust th<i 
life of one so justly dear to them all, to mercenary hands, 
resolved to accompany him thither; and carefully secluding 
themselves from the society of the gay and &scinating company 
who had assembled there, devoted the whole <^ thdr time and 
attention to the plearffig task of fel&iing the last vital spBrk 
of a lifo so highly priied t Hieir exemplary aituttion to th^ 
honour of our age and Coniitry, ptodnoed a general admiratiod 
and esteem ; aad finally led to three of the noblest matnmonial 
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cdnncxieBe tbat ntUer Engluid or ScoUbbcI could i>roaiice: 
fbr -thb one toeuse the CoonteM of fercj; a second, after 
Mng ibT Kone tiiiM Ducbess of H«Mlt»n, was afterwards 
more hApp^ U MarohioneU cf Exeter ; vliik die diird wat 
aekued fbr Oie iri fe of tlife Earl of Beverley. May similar 
conduct be ever retarded' wit^ equal ftocCesil 

In Ae year 1795 Lwd I^cy was greeted widi a ton and 
hdr w^ tJbrwardfi tnhEaited all iaa bonoora ; and on June 
the etfa, 1786, he succeeded his father as Duke trf Noirthnm- 
bmrlMid. In doe time, he aimmed hh seat in the House of 
Lords : and aAwwards obtwned the Garter. Until this period 
he liad repreMtnted, without intrigue and without solicitstion, 
the dty of Wesaninster b Paritament. 

The first Duke ^ad generally voted with the Court : and in- 
deed liddavsnety of splendid offices bodi in England and Ire- 
land. * Tlie second intermeddled but little in politica: he howevw 
had survE^ed 'America with the eye of a rtatesman as well 
as of a soUier, and could not heartily approve eiUier of that 
. war, or of Los>d NorUi's admioiMration, although lie had been 
indiKed hy a nice sense of htmour to draw his swotd in behalf 
of tke one, and thns bi smne measure, incidrateEy oMitribnted 
to si^^rt and oonntowDOe tlie other. 

Nor WM hie Grace disposed to yield a servile obe^ence to 
all the SMAsares sanctkmed and mforced by the splendid elo- 
cpMBce <^ Mr. Pitt We accordingly find both him and his 
fiiends frequently joining in ^position to tlie MMsten. 

RAired within the bosom of a happy lamQy, the Duke nOw 
ocoupiad his leisure for the benefit of Us children and pos- 
terity. As his noUe firther had been unable perhsfH to extend' 
his oarts to every portJon of such an inuacnse pK>|>erty, the 
fonm-houBea on the great northern estate^ were immediately 
rtpurvl and rendered comfcatable. Alnwick Castle^ which the 
ftntner had restored was now bettUified And improved, Hix- 

• Rk QncewnMias 'tiiHVicenijr in on* iiliI]i1,MtlMut«r oTihc Immmio the 
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thumberbuul-hoiue^ a residence. superim-. to any hot«l.in Pans, 
in pdnt of size, arrangement, and magnificence^ was r^dn^ 
&r more conv^etit and noble i while.Sion, tbe most auhaiA- 
iag villa in our island,- findy dtnate^on the b«iks of itsnobic^ 
river, and connected with onr history by bo many. intaiesUnf^ 
recollections, was kept up in a style vorthy of. its owner. The 
writer of this article beheld the scs&lding Gmt a new. and 
capital repair, still standing at the time of his Grace's lamented 
denise. . 

Nor were meliorations of another kind fi»^otten.. . In, an 
age, hi^pily devoted to the advancement of agriculture Hi^ 
Duke of Northumberland, was n<d wanting in his duties. The 
rural economy of his estates was greatly fiwilitated, improred, 
and encouraged, under such auspices; and the fiinner, in:cOn- 
seqoence of a moderate rental and a secure tomre, was now 
taught to consider the interests of the lord mtimately conr- 
nected with those of the occufuer of the soil. . Such parts .of 
his domain as seemed interdicted by nature firom the labcwrs 
of the plough, were planted with trees of various kinds, pro- 
perly protected uid fenced. The desert began to smile imder 
nich foBtoing care; and the heath-dad hills, stndded.: with 
large and numerous ^iclosures of evei^reens, and dedduous 
pluits, slowly improved both the climate and tfae soil; .while 
it rendered the ac^iery at once more beautiful and romantic. . 
Nor were minor objects forgotten ; — those that connect man 
in his last stage of d^wndemce, to. society, and rendcar the 
latter days of the labourer happier and more comfintable — 
for his Grace, set a noble example. of this kind, by the introduo 
tlon c^a moat admirable, humaae, and bau£cial custom : that 
of making a proviuon fiw the men servants on such, of his 
large farms as had merited it by thdr industry and fiddity. 
To these who are distinguished by the ^pellation of iirnds. in. 
the north, provided thdr cmduct had heea meritorious, his. 
Grace was pleased to allow a cottage and ten acres of land. 
This qKrated as a premium to virtue : for it proved an allure- 
ment to Labour during youth, while it seired as a security* 
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agiinst want, when tfae period of old age and infinnfties 
aniVed. 

'Unibrtuiiately, the Duke of Nortbiimbcrland vas hinuelf 
BHbjeeted^ and th&ttoo from bd early ag^ to mkny o£ the iHi 
to which :lrail mortdity is beir. But the complaint that 
chitiBy Muioyed, was the gout, a disease that had long oflSected 
the extremitieB. In consequence of ill health, his Grace was 
oUiged to repair to the condoent,' more than once; in order 
to seek for rdief in the milder atmoqihere of LidxHi. While 
there^ he ia said to have been treated with marked dutinoUon^ 
by the reigning fiunily;' and whoi a little re<«stabliBhed, be 
^ipears to have constantly returned to his natrre country vHh 
renewed delist 

At Alnwidc, the Duke lived with baronial magnificence; 
and the feudal tinea, under his castellated roof, seemed ta be 
revived, in all their ncMe and more congenial acoompani- 
ments. ' It is true, men at arms no longer strutted in his hidl ; 
therevdry.of a host* of iioisome retainers was unknown; the 
herald, with the emblazoned coat, no long^ paraded the 
courts and proclaimed the tourtiament, wheregallant knights 
contrived to wound each other, to please their gentle dames ; 
or the well-appointed champion entered the listed field 'finally 
to decide the cause of the widow and the orphan, by the cun- 
ning and strength, or the weakness and unskilfulness of his 
recreant arm. 

But here were to be seen &r more gratifying objects ; pvMic 
days,' on which uninvited guests were received with hospitaHty 
and splendour; a banquet over which order, regularity, atid 
grandeur at once presided. To these were occasionally added 
two sights, truly noble : thousands of the inhabitants of the 
county of Northumberland voluntarily meeting their good and 
noble landlord, to congratulate him on his return ; while a 
formidable body of " Percy tenantry," commanded by his son 
and suocessor, consisting of in&ntry, cavalry, and horse-artil- 
lery, all accoutred, caparisoned, and paid fi^m the treasury of 
Alnwick castle, presented a spectacle that could not be paralleled 
on the part of any other talyect in Europe. 
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At Iffiigth the nfirmities of the Duke of NorthnmbeEland, 
aided and increased by the advance of age, enfeebled a &une 
already sihsttned by long and suocessive attacks, and .his 
GrTBce at last resigned alt share in this mortal wwidj at 
Northumberland House, amidst the teiuss o£ hia-anrrounding 
fiunily, the sighs of bis torrowJng ^onmtics, di» r^ret :of Ids 
numerow tenantry, and the respect' of all mankiikd. 

AUhough the seccmd, hke the first DiUce, had tived with 
qil^dour and magnificence, yet by good roanaganent, oider, 
(Otd -diBcretion, considerable vealth was accomolsted from th« 
nonius of princdy revenues ion the benefit of his o^iiii^. 
No (Xte.'knew how to be more gaoerous when occasion o&red: 
Uia Qrace presented a very large sum of money to Mr, KraaU^ 
pX,the moment of deep dietress, when his tiioia and entire 
pn^>er^ 99emed to have Ixeu ingulphed ia the uniJcing ruins 
of Druiy-lane Theatre ; and on the deanise of the late Mr. Jo- 
seph Ricbardsoo, M,P., a man endeaxed'to thousands 1^ his 
vit and compaiuonahle quahties, the head of the Femes, with 
equal delicacy and promptitude nobty interpoeedto shield the 
widow and the orj^iaa from misery and diatnssB. 

The burial was at once giand^ solemn, and -magnificent in 
the extreme. 

Order ^ Procession. 

'Eight Bannerols, carried by Horsemen. 
Horsemen imcovered, bearing a Ducal Coronet on a Criipson 

Velvet Cushion, led by two persons uncovered on foot 
' Standard of Great Britain, borne by a man on horseback. 
Guidon. 
Two Horsemen. 
Large Banner of the Family Arms and Quarterings, six feet 
square, borne by a Horseman- 
Horsemen. 
Helmet and Crest, 

Horsemen. 
Target and Sword. 
, Horsemen. 
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Surcoat. 
Horsemen. 
THE BODY 
In Hearse, full dressed. 
The ineide coffin was lined with rich white satin, and the 
dress of the same, trlnuned wUh '£ne point lace, &c The 
outside case made of English oak, covered with rich crimson 
Genoa velvet, and Enished in the handsomest manner, with 
stars of the Order of the Garter, coronets, and every appro- 
priate decoration. On the plate are engraved the arms and 
supporters, with the following iDs^ption: 

The Most High Puissant and Most Noble 
Prince Hugh Percy, 
Duke and Earl of Northumberland, Earl and Baron Percy^ 
Baron Lucy, Poynings, Fitz-Poyne, Bryan, Latimer, and 
Warkworth, and Baronet, Lord Lieutenant and Custos 
RotuloTum of the county of Northumberland, and town of 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Vice-Admiral of the same and the 
Maritime Parts thereof and Knight of the Most Noble 
Order of the Garter. 

Died on the 10th day of July, 1 81 Y, 
In the 75th year of his age. 
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GEORGE SPENCER, Dore of MARLBOROUGH, 

S.C.L. F.R.S. 

MARQUIS OI BLAHOrORD, EABL Or SUNDBRLAND AND MAKL' 
BOROUGH t BARON OF WORMLEIOHTOM, AND CHURCHILL OF 
SANDRIDOR ; KNIOHT OF THR MOST NOBLI ORDBR OF THR OAR- 
TBR; lord LIRUTRNANT. and CUST03 ROTULORUM OF THB 
CODNTV OF OXFORD ; RAKORR OF WHICHWOOD F0RZ8T ; HIOB 
STRWARD OF OXFORD AND WOODSTOCK ; OOVRRNOR OF THR 
CHARTER HOUax; AND A SENIOR BROTHER OF THX TRINITY 
HOUSE. 

** DIBU DEFENDS LE DROIT." Mat. 

Xn point of descent, this family is ancirat, and in respect 
to militRiy merit, eminently illustrious. Nor is it deficient as 
to talents of another kind: for that accomplished poet of 
the sixteenth century, who was the friend of Sir Philip Sidn^, 
at well as the favourite of Elizabeth, lays claim to be reck- 
oned Among its kindred. Gibbon the historian expresses 
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himself with his usual force and elegance, wMle treating on 
this subject : ** the nobility of the Spencers has been illus> 
trated and enriched by the trophies of Marlborough ; but I 
exhort them to consider the Fai?y ^leeti) as the most noble 
jewd of their coronet. 

This house, according to the gmealogical tables of Ander- 
son, may be traced to Gitto de Leon, who flonriihed at l^e 
commencement of the eleventh century ; and from the testi- 
mony of Edmondson, we are taught to believe that Robert Le . 
Despenco', was the progenitor of Sir Robert Spencer, who 
received the honour of kni^thood, from the sword of the 
maiden Queen. . Chi the accession of her successor, James I. 
he was oinobLed and admitted into &vour. 

Sir Wmstone Churchill, the historisn, who for a time ]o^ 
his estate, on account of his loyalty and adherence to ChaHea 
I, was the lather of the cdebrated John Duke of Marlborough* 
whose talents are attested by nineteen campaigns ; who never 
fought a battle in which he was defeated, and who never sat 
down before a town which be did not take. The fame of the 
British anny under his auspices, resounded for the first Ume 
on the banks of the Danube^ and the Rhine. Notwithstand- 
standing^ he was the ornament both of the court, and the reign 
of Queen Anne, yet his Grace was taught to feel the c^rice 
of fortune; and indeed he would have withdrawn in ]710» 
but for a letter Rgned by Lord Chancellor Cowper, and all 
the whig lords of that day, soliciting his stay, and depre- 
cating his resignation, which, however, finally took place at 
a less au^icious period. 

By his consort, a daughter and coheir of Richard Jennings, 
of Suttdridge in the county of Herts, this distinguished war- 
rior had one son and four daughters, the former of whom, 
died in his thirteenth year. All ^e females were matched 
into noble fiunilies. One married Frauds Earl of Godo)phin, 
uid bfeoune afterwards Duchess of Marlborough ; another was 
the wife of the E^loC Sunderland; a third united her fitte to 
Scnx^, first Duke of Bridgewatw; while the youngest became 
Duchess of M6nti^;ue. 

VOL. II. K. 
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Sarah, the mother of these, and rister to the Duchess of 
- Tyreonnel, was Mie <rfthe most extrftordinwy women of that 
or any age. Her Gracci under the veil of a beMitifiil aad femi- 
pine countenance,: concealed a mafculine spirit and undw- 
standing. The feeble mind of her soveragn was overawed 
by the majesty of her demeanor, and the superiority of hra' 
genius. Anne was accustomed to correspond with this lady, 
mider the signature of " her poor, unfortunate, feithful 
Morley," and their intimacy followed by what- courtiers are 
accustomed to term tiie disgrace "of both her And the Duk^" 
was terminated by the vile arts of a " woman of the bed- 
diamber,".who at once betrayed, and endeavoured to ruin 
her generous benefactress. The princely present of 5000f. 
to the historian Hooke, the bequests to Mallet and Glovw, the 
patr(Miage of Craves, and the miinificent legacy of lOiOOO/. to 
William Pitt, the first Earl of Chatham,, with a view to 
enaUe him to preserve his independence ; fiilly attest the 
gen^osity «f this great and singular woman. 

George,'; ^. third Duke of Marlborough, by Elizabeth, 
djou^ter of Th<Jmas Lord Trevor, was born on January 26, 
O. S. 1 738, now corresponding with February 7. As Marquis 
ofBlandford, and the bar of a rich and powferfiii fapiily, gceet 
pains were taken with his education; and his fether, Duke 
Chafles, having a taste for mathematical pursuits, he applied 
for the stJection.of a private tutor to Mr. Bliss, at that time 
Savilian professor of geometry, and astronomer royal, who 
was ftequenUy a guest at Blenheim. That g«aitleman imme- 
diately recommended Mr. Moore, a young man of his owa 
coll^. His father is said to have followed the same pro- 
fession as that of Cardinal Wolsey, and, bang a man of merit, 
after a variety of prcanotions in the church, he at length ditid 
Archbishop of Canterbury. 

The young Marquis of Blandford was at first destuied for 
a Hiilitary life, and commenced his career as an aide-de-camp 
to his own fether', dilting the campaign: of 1758. Hiailontt 
ship afterwards ohuuned a company in a m«rcMng regi»t)it 
ithe 20th foot,) soon after which, he d«diaed the jMfeBOMi. 
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At the demise of the second Duke at Munster in WeBtphali^ 
viials commander of the Rntisb army, he was in his tventicth 
year. Being desirous of seeing still more of foreign countries, 
tliis young nobleman soon after revisited the contin^t in com- 
pany with one of his brothers. In Italy he diq>layed both hia 
taste and magnificence. At Genoa, then famous for its mauu- 
fitctores, his Grace expaided 6000^. in vdvet, which was after- 
wards converted into splendid hangings for bis town house* 
Being determined to ccJlect a noble cabinet oi antiques, Mr. 
Jenningx the celebrated coHnoitsatr, who was then alao en hi* 
travels, informed the writer of this memoir, that he was con- 
sulted on this subject. According to him, the sum of IS091. 
was actually paid for two ru« gems at R(Mne, and two iBOre 
were bought at Venice, fiw SOOl. 

The Duke appears to have rebirnted to his native country, 
in 1769, or, 1760, for in the spiing of the latter year, the 
lieutenancy of his county (Oxford) was conferred upon him. 
On the 2SHh of Augutt 1762, he married Lady Caroline . 
Russel, daughter of John Duke of Bedford, by whom be 
has bad a numerous issue. At the coronatioo of George III. 
this! hi>bleman occupied a distinguished station, having bem 
appointed to carry the sceptre and the croes' in the procession. 
The offices of lord chamberlain, and lord privy b««1, were 
coiiferred in rotation, and soon afW voluntarily resigned: $>r 
he was always held in great favour and esteem, by his presoit 
Majesty. In 1 768, he was decorated with the garter. 

His employmoits and indinations were of a far different 
kind from those who re^ in the iuxury of public exhibition. 
Hie Grace loved the ehade, and avoided the glare and glitter 
of courts. To these his good tastelaught him to prefer the 
" bowers of Woodstock." 

Having at one time a pasuoh for the rural pastime of fish- 
ing, he -conceived the idea of converting a little e^te, or ozler- 
bed, situate in the centre of the TltanKs, between Windsor 
and Maidenhead-bridge into a stately ifland. Tljis tren^r- 
mation was oocordingly adiievcd by means of chalk, which waa 
brpught Aawa in ligfattav fixnp " CJiefden's proud reU-wtj" 
K «. 
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and having a range of river, near two miles in extentj imino- 
diatdjr after tliu he built-a beautiful little cottage, th^ hall of 
whidi has its ceiling omanieQted,at this day, with monk^ in 
the various characters of fishermen, boatmeo, Stc. These 
animals, whence the place was ever after denominated Monk^- 
Island, were painted with considerable skill and taste by an 
Italian artist, who sccordiqg to tradition, on this occasion Soand 
means to caricatwe all the principal servants ^>pertaining to the 
bouE^old. A. banqaetting-room was added; but the latter 
was afterwards di^gured by a Sheriff of London, of the name 
ot Fladyer, who being perht^ a member of the Fishmongers' 
Cwnpany, disgraced the purity and simplid^ of the ordinal 
slyle by his bad taste ; for, with his golden dolphins, and s 
variety of gaudy ornaments, he contrived to give a ludicrous 
air to die whole. In finc^ he daubed over a charming a^iarU 
ment with so much leaf gold as to {u^uce an exact imitatioD 
of Englidi gingerbread, covered with Dutth copper, at a 
country fitir. Let those who doubt, examine : for the edifice 
still remains. 

The Duke at length b^an to arrange and augm^it the cd- 
lection of gems and intaglios, which he himself had in part 
selected during his travels. To these he now added the 
cameos and intaglios of the Anmdelian collection. The taste' 
M and judi(»oUB Horace Walpole, afterwards Earl of Orfbrd, 
pit>nounces the marriage of Cupid and I^yche, to be " the 
finest remain of antique sculpture of that kind." His Grace also 
moved by a noble and monificent taste, determined on this oc* 
casion to invoke the asdstance of one branch of the fine arts, 
to embellish and enrich another. When Bartolozzi was on- 
ployed on this occasion, all agreed on the fitness of the cbcace ; 
nor was expence spared to render the letter-press, as well as 
the engravings of these two vohmies truly unique. Dr. William 
Cole, chaplain to his Grace, and tutor to two of his children, 
composed the Latin expositions, in an elegant and impropriate 
manner. Tliis work was never published; a limited nund)^ 
of copies only was printed ; and presented with great Iibna» 
lity to the n^ lilnary, a few of the grieat instifutious tfaroti^b- 
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out Eun^ and some of the most distin^ished viriuosi — Mr. 
Jennings, the gentleman already alluded to, and to wliose 
&ther, Sarah Duchess of Marlborough had bequeathed 
20,000/. in one of her many wills, was not forgotten on the 
occasion. Indeed he himself has been a zealous collector, 
during a long and erentfid life; and has parted with many 
fine acres to gratify his taste in sh^s, pictures, and statues! 

Another and a different but laudable pursuit somewhat be- 
fore this period, had engaged the attention, and for a time oc- 
cupied a large portion of his wealth. Blenhdm, once a rc^al 
residence; and whose modem name recalb the memory of the 
splendid and unrivalled victory gained by John Duke of Marl- 
borough, had been granted by Queen Aone, as a reward for 
his unparalleled services. The mansion itself was rapidly 
falling into a state of dilapidation ; and the grounds around it 
were become rude and uncidtivated. 

The genius of cojxz^i/y— Browne, was now invoked, and a 
new world speedily created. A noble wall, that cost 1000^ 
a mile, and could not now be built for double that sum, was 
erected to secure the boundaries of an extensive park ; which 
was speedily converted into an ornamented &rm, producing 
not only grass but com ; while deer and cattle of all sorts and 
descriptions, either calculated to convey an idea of grandeur, 
or utihiy, were seen wandering about its pastures, The gar- 
dens too, were laid out anew; and both these and the adjacent 
country rendered accessible by the finest walks, kept in the 
neatest order that ever my eyes have beheld. The home view 
had hitherto been grossly deficient in point of water, without 
which neither grandeur nor true beauty can possibly exist; 
but as if by magic and the hand of a great master, may lay 
claim to something approximating to enchantment -— the 
scene was suddenly changed, and the bridge of the Rialto, 
which had hitherto crossed a dry ditch, now beheld a river 
flowing beneath its lofty arch. The valley was also flooded, 
and the Glyme taught to pour forth its living waters into a 
lake extending over two or three hundred acres. Bays and 
ports, and roadsteads and harbours, now seemed to terminate 
K 3 
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the curves of this noble expanse; while a little fleet masted, 
ri^ed, and fitted out, so as to resemble a navy, floated on its 
glassy bosom. It was thus, that the late Buke of Marlborough 
for many years employed both hia wealth and his leisore. Nor ■ 
ought it to be forgotten, that Blenheim itself, undec his 
Auspice^ assumed an a^ect at once more magnificent and 
more ctunfortable. The principal apartments were new hung 
and new turnisbed; the noble hall was re-^mbeUisbed; the beau- 
tifiil, little chapel was rendered more worthy of the Deity there 
worshipped; while the grand and extensive library was adorped 
with an invaluable unique bust, still in high presesyntiop. 
.The present Duke, who is swd to possess a fine taste for bodlF% 
will not &il to keep up and augment this princely collcctieo. - 

It has already been stated, that his Grace's father, to whost 
tutor, the learned Jacob Bryant, he presented a handsome 
annuity, always evinced a decided taste for mathematics ; and 
fhe son, from early youth exhibited a predilection for a noble 
science^ which is intimately connected, and indeed regulated 
by the former. He accordingly ordered an observatory to be 
constructed and fitted up at Blenheim, which he furnished in 
a manner worthy of his skill and munificence. Nor were his 
studies of a selfish kind, for he extended his love of astro^omy 
so as to prove beneficial to the most distinguished of our 
Engli^ youth. Accordingly the Duke presented one of .the 
finest and largest telescopes that could be produced by the 
most accurate mechanics in Europe — those of the BriUsh 
coital — to the University of Oxford. The grand curtains 
in the picture gallery ore also a dcmation from him. 

Nor was he deficient in respect to the wants of those around 
him. On the contrary, the Duke extended his bounty 
to all ; and his largesses were commensurate with the 
wants of the peasantry in that comity. He was also a gener- 
ous contributor to every public charity within the shir^ and 
the Inhabitants of the adjacent city, in particular, fi-equently 
tasted of his bounty in a variety of ways. 

In 181], the Duchess of Marlborough was snatched from 
bim, afler a punful illness of some diuation. It was thus 

r,o,-,7<-i.iGoOglc 



DDKE OP UARLBOaOUOH. 135 

that he lost b consort, with whom he had been united during 
a period of near forty years. His Grace had purchased a chann- 
ing bouse situate on the Steine, at Brighton, chi^y on her 
account : and they were accustomed, for many years, to repair 
thither during the autumnal months. Soon after the death 
of his lady, he parted with that property, which has since 
become annexed to the Pavihon at Brighton, 

Age and infirmities at length b^an to press heavily ; but . 
he still continued to ride out in his carriage, and even on the 
day antecedent to bb demise the customary exercise was not 
forgotten; while no symptoms whatever of an ^proacbing 
dissolution -wete exhibited. His Grace, however, was found 
dead next morning in his bed, by the servant accustomed to 
attoidhiml 

Thus died at the princely mansion of Blodi^m, George 
third Duke of Marlborough, leaving behind him a high cha- 
racter for the domestic virtues. His Grace was also a sound 
scholar, and a man of science ; in fine, without the aid either of 
exalted rank or extensive fortune, he would have been re- 
spected as a most amiable and accomplished gentleman. 

His remains were interred with due funeral honours, amidst 
those of his ancestors, in the vault below the cht^At Blen- 
h^m; on which occasion the present Duke, bis eldest son and 
successor to bis honours and estates, attended by Lord Charles 
and Lord Robert Spencer, Lord Churchill, together with the 
young Marquis of Blandford, and the Mayor' and C&rporation 
of Woodstock, of which he was High Steward, were all 
present, His Grace, George, the present and fourtJt Dufce of 
Marlborough, has latdy obtained the Prince R^ent's pennis'. 
si<Hi to adopt the original motto and coat of arms of Churchill; 
and the House of Churchill now follows, that of Spencer. 
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Sib JOHN THOMAS DUCKWORTH. 

ADMIRAL OP THK WHITE. KHISHT-GRAMD^ROSS OF THB BATH } 
LATB NAVAL COHUANDZR-IN-CHIEF ON THX PLYMOUTH STATIOH t 
AMD A BUBOtES JOB THE BOBOUGH Of HEW BOHNBTi IN THB 
, IMTEBIAI' PARLIAUEKT. 

X HE subject of this memoir, like a ' Hood, a NcImmi, and 
m- Bridport, claimed a clergyman of the Church of En^^ond 
tit his father, hdng ons of ^e five sons of the late Rev. 
Henry Duckworth) Rector of Fuimer in Bu<^iiighamshii». 
He was bom at Leatherhead, in the county of Surrey, on the 
SSth of February, l?47-8, and his &ther having four boys 
besides, and but rather an inadequate provision for so latge 
a &inily, determined to educate him for the sea-service. Ao' 
cordingly, early in 1759, when he did not exceed the age of 
ricTm years, young Duckworth found hinueir strutting along 
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the qusrter-dedc t^ a mui of war, with hU litde square bits of 
white bdoga on the CI1& and collar of his coiit! t<^therwith 
a sword, or rather afaidchion, a» the fashion then was, neariy 
as long as himself^ 

The precise name of his first ship is now forgotten ; but 
certain it is, that he served in the Diamond, then commanded 
by t3>e Honourable Ciq)tun fielding, at a very early period: 
yet as preferment was not very rapid at that time, he did not 
rise to the rank of lieutenant Until June 1 770 ; a space of full 
eleven years. On receiTUtg his cranmisnon, he again went 
to sea, cruised on board of several frigates, and at length 
deemed himself particolarly ha{^y in being appointed to the 
Princess Royal of 9S guDB, on board of which, the celebrated 
Admiral Byron's flag was then flying. In her, he sailed for 
the West Indies, with a view of threatening the French islands, 
and interrupting the. supplies, by means of which, that nation 
was then supporting the insurgent CkJonies of America, 
against the mother country. 

At length afler a very bc»aterous and stormy passage, they 
foil in with the fleet, commanded by die Count D'Estaigne, and 
the heart of every oGGcer oq board the Engh^ squadron beat 
high with the expectation of victory and advancement, ' 
During this action, which did not prove so dedsive as thos^ 
of modem times, several persons happened to.be either killed 
or wounded in the immediate vicinity of Lieutenant Duck- 
worth's station ; and part of the skull and bruns of a black 
pan, called Peter Allen, was actually forced against his 
breast; so that his clothes were bespattered with the blood, 
and he himself was thought for a while to have been slain, 

Notwidistanding the capture of Grenada, and the escape 
of D'Estaigne, this proved a very fortunate batde for the 
subject of this narrative, for within -a few month's after, 
he was appointed to the Rover sloop of war, with the rank 
of what was then termed " Master and Conunander," and 
is now called " Commmdei'' only : ivhich latter appellation 
is ce;rtainly not only an improv^nent, but a more honour- 
able as wdl as appropriate term. This events however, did 
not tdie plac^ until the 16th of July, 1779. 
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Being Ordered to cruise off Mardnko^ partly fin* tbe pnN 
pose of intercepting all supplies, and partly fc»- obtaining intd- 
lig^ice, he " lodted" into tKe harbour of Port Royal daily, 
and conducted himself in every respect like afiutfafid, persever- 
ing, and inteUigent officer. Having obtained the «ivied rank of 
PoBt-Captnin on the 16th of June 1780, he returned to the 
Princess Royal soon after, and in that capaci^ conducted his 
old ship to Port Royal in the island of Jamaica, and after 
remaining thereuntil the month of Februaiy 1781, he repaired 
to England in the Grafton of 71^ guns, being charged with a 
valuable convoy, chiefly laden with sugar. ' ' 

Having before distinguished himself for his valour against 
the enemy, Captain Duckworth now obtained a high repata- 
'ti<Hi by his humanity towards his own crew. During the 
hcnneward passage which was. both difficult and'tempestaous; - 
with a sickly ship, and many invalids on board, he determined 
to make every possible sacrifice for their recovery. Accord^ 
ingly, he was accustomed to send all his fresh meat and wine 
to those on the sick list, while his own table was supplied with 
salt provisions, of exactly the same kind and quality as tiboee 
served to the men. If any thing of a different description 
was introduced, he.refosed to partake of it, until those pointed 
out by the surgeon's return, had been first supplied. A simi- . 
lar conduct ought to be earnestly recommended to all young 
officers ; aa for the veterans of the British navy, such an ex-^ 
ample is doubtless unnecessary: r 

Meanwhile the subject of this memtnr had become a mar- 
ried man, and the father of a family. During the summer of 
1770, he chose for his wife, Anne, only child and heir of 
John Wallis, Esq., of Camelford, in Cornwall; anjj by this 
lady he soon had a son and daughter, both of whom wffl be 
mentioned hereafter. ' ^ 

After his ship had been paid off, Captain Duckworth re- 
mained during a considerable time with his Jan^ly, withqiat 
much prospect of employment, as the Americafi.60nt^:bad 
now ceased. A long and dreary interval of ,p^aQ^ for sudi it 
was deemed by both naval atid military men, ensvEid. ,- A Wy 
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considerable number of half-pay officers found it prudent, 
either to search for cheap quarters at home, or go abroad for the 
purposes of economy. They began to be terrified oi the pros- 
pect of the cessation of hostilities for many a-day to com^ 
and almost thought themselves injured by the declarations of 
some> equally high in the confidence of bis Majesty and the 
public, who had taken on themselves to pronounce ." that they 
bad never seen a fairer prospect of continued tranquillity;" - 

After the lapse of a few short years, however, the prepara^ 
tions in the various hiirbours, dock-yards, and arsenals, throu^r 
out tlie kin^om, plainly indicated a sudden change. Ac- 
cordingly, in, 1793, a long, sanguinary, and expensive war 
with France took place,, in the course of whiph, notwithstand- 
ing the late decisive victory under Rodney, our oav^.aupeiio- 
rity became infinitely more apparent to all Europe, than dur- 
ing that contest which had the enfranchisement oiid independ- 
ence of the American Colonies on one hand, and their suhjee- 
. tion and punishment on the other, for their sole and avowed 
object. 

- On this occasion, no one meritorious person, educated for 
the naval service, was forgotten ; and Captun DuckworUi 
among the rest, was immediately selected for emplojanent. 
This gallant and humane officer was according^ appointed, 
first to the Orion of 74 guns, and then to the Queen, the 
latter of which formed part of the Channel fleet. 

Xiord Howe being determined to bring the enemy as soon 
as possible to action, cruised in the Channel during the re- 
mainder of the summer, in vain ; but tbe French did not 
deem it prudent to leave their ports; and it was not-uotil 1794, 
that the Brest fleet put to sea, and that only for tbe express 
purpose of protecting a fleet laden with com ; the pressure of 
want throughout France b^g so great, that the par^ then 
in power, determined rather to risk a defeat than to be ex- 
po^ to a famine. 

The spirited veteran just alluded to, issued orders to leave 
St. Hern's, on the 2d of May; and the naval campiiign of 
1791, was opened by a very brilliant afid ^rioup ,»GtioD. On 
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reaching the Lizard, R«ar-Admiral Montague was detached 
with bis . flaf^-ship, and a small squadron to escort the India 
convoy ; and the rival fleets, at length, came in fiill view of 
each other at eight o'clock in the morning of May 28, 1794. 
During the first and second days' action, nothing decisive oc- 
curred ; but on the third, a great and eventful victory was 
achieved, highly honourable to the British arms. 

The Orion, of 74 guns, commanded by Captain Duckworth, 
happened to be the third ship on the larboard division, and 
acquired, at least, her own due portion of renown. On per- 
cdving that the Valiant, of 74 guns, under Captain Pringle, 
was raked by two of the enemy's ships, the commander of the 
former galhmtiy interposed to cover her from their fire, in con- 
sequence of which she not only lost her maintop-mast, but 
su^red considerably in her rig^ng. But the paragraph 
from Lord Howe's official dispatch *, pointing out the eighteen 
officers who chiefly distinguished themselves on that day, will 
prove the best eulogium that can be paid to the memory of 
the subject of this memoir. He was indeed one of the eighteen 
wh<^ in consequence of this report, were decorated with gold 
ch^s and medals. After this he repaired to the "West Indies 
and had a broad pennant &r some time at St. Domingo. 

But it was not only by Earl Howe, but also by Earl St. 
Vincent, that Capt. Duckworth was honoured, confided in, 
and esteemed. In 1798, while in the Mediterranean, on 
board the Leviathan, of 74 guns, he was selected for a sepa- 
rate command by the second of these Admirals, and was em- 
ployed in a very hazardous and important undertaJdng. The 
expedition' to which we here allude, was an attack on Uie 
island of Minorca, on which occasion his broad pennant was 

* " T<rditctiii;ge ihu fv* (fmj public dnl)'," njiLord Howe, iohii lappleDicii- 
tuj letter tn ■ fcnoet Kroont gireii bjMin of <ba idioa, " leporu ireie callid lot 
ftom H>g4lBcen of iSu fleel, lot tnppljiDg the defecu of nij obMrvuMa, under the 
limited eircoiuiincei than mentioned. 

•< Thou oSccn, therefbic, irbo bnt inch pirticalv ckirn to m)> ■tlenthn an, (be 
Adminli Gnm and Sir Aloander Hood ; the Riv-Adminli Bowjer, Gudtiei, aad 
Ptiileyi CipUiiii Lord Hi^ SrjmDor, PikcDhun, Berkeley, Gtmbier, J. Haivej, 
Pijne, Aikct, Beorj Htrrey, I^ngte, DaekTortk, and Elptunitone," fcc. 
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SguD flying DO board his old ahip, with a small bat well- 
chosen squadron under his command. The land forces de^ 
lined to acoompliah this conqnest, were confided to the care of 
the g^lant Greneral Sir Charles Stewart, broth» to the first 
Marquis of Bute. 

A small detachment of these, to the amonnt of 800, was ac- 
cordingly landed under the directions of the Commodore ; who 
not only placed the Argo frigate in' such a Judicious posititxi. 
as to secure its flank and keep a large body of Spaniards at 
bay ; but also eflected the debarkation of a reinforcement fit»n 
his transports, which immediately produced the desired effect. 
Soon after this. Fort Charles was seized, and the city or town 
of Mahon summoned ; while the boom which obstructed the 
entrance of the harbour was removed ; on which two fiigates 
immediatety sailed in*, and hopes now began to be entertained,' 
for the first time, that this important settlement might actually 
be takoi by a handful of English troops, landed and led on 
under the auspices of two able and gallant commanders. Ac- 
cordingly, although grossly deficient in the veiy essential 
article of a battering trun, by means of three 1 2-^)oanders and 
3 five and a half-inch howitzers, the oiemy was at laigth in- 
timidated into a surrender. After a capitulation had been 
agreed upon, on the part of the English Commanders-in-Chie^ 
by sea and land, on one hand, and the Spanish Governor on 
the other, the British flag was immediately hoisted, and 
Minorca ^ras thus added to the list of British conquests. As 
tiiis occurred nearly «t the same period, that we were obliged 
to evacuate the fertile and flourishing island of St. Domingo, 
this acquisition proved both flattering and~ consolatory. 

At die commencement of the year 1799, the gallant sub- 
ject of this memoir was promoted to the rank of Rear- Admiral, 
Mid immediately received orders to repair to the West Indies, 
as successor to Lord Hugh Seymour. In the mean time^. 
he was fortunate enough to encrease his fortune greatly by the 
. capture of a rich Spanish convoy, consisting of deveii sail of 

• The Cormortnt »inl Ai.iori. 
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merchantmen. His Aaxe of the prize-money muat have been- 
very considerable. 

After remaining some time on the Leeward. Island statiMi, 
the Jtearr Admiral was employed in a pleasant, rather than 
dangerous expedition, against the colonies of certain of the 
northern powers, who had entered into a new armed neutrality 
a^iinst Inland. On this occasion the success was complete, 
as will be 8e«i by the annexed offidal letter, addressed through 
Evan Nepean, Esq., their Secretary, to the Lords <^ the 
Admiralty. 

... . . " Leviathan, at Sea, Manjh 27, 1801. . 

. ! -«' Sir, 

. " Having consulted with Lieutenant-General Trigge, on 
the subject of the orders of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, we determined not to wait for the expected rein- 
fbrcranents, but collected the troops that' the General thought 
ought be employed with dispatch ; and we sailed on the 16th 
with.i^ut fifteen hundred troops, for the' purpose of attacking 
the Tsrious ishuids specified in our orders, the General and 
myself considering it most judicious to conunence with the 
weathermost oiie, St. Bartholomew, though by calms and very 
variable winds we were prevented irom getting to Grand 
^line.Bay (our intended place of landing) till the morning of 
the 20th; when, having prepared every thing for that purpose, 
and placed the Andromeda, L' Unite, and Drake brig,- to 
cover it, the General and.mysdf deemed'it expedicait to pre- 
vait delay, by sending Brjigadier-General Fuller, and Cf^tain 
Bang, of the Leviathan, with a summons, which afler some 
little hesitation, was accepted, and the capitulation I transmit 
entered into. 

" I then detached the Andromeda with the Alexandria ten- 
der 'to assist in watching St Thomas's, when every exertion. 
was-ined to land a garrison, and form sudi temporary arrange* 
meats as llie urgency of the service would admit; all of «ht(;lL- 
were efifecWd by the morning of the 32d. 
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-- « We round here two Swedish ships nearly laden with pro^ 
duce of this country, a Danish ship in ballast, beudes a variety 
tX small craft, Swedish, and three small French vessels ; and 
I left Caption Thomas Harvey, in L'Urat^, to co-operate with 
the Commandant of that island; and at tail o'clock A.M. was 
jn the act of weighing, when ten sail Were se^ from the mast- 
head ; I therefore ordered the Drake brig and L'Edair 
sdiooner to reconnoitre keefung the wind, myself, concluding 
they wa% our troops from England, which . the General and 
mysielf had sent orders to Barbadoes to follow us after landing 
their sick, with women, and children: this, from light urs, 
was not ascertained till ten o'clock at night, when they proved 
as conjectured ; and . the Proselyte joined in the afternoon of 
the 2*th. 

- " l^xm this accumulation of force, the General and mys^ 
after some ddibaradon, judged it would be highly injurious to 
' his Majes^'s service, and render St. Bartholomew very unsafe, 
if v^e omitted attacking the island of St. Martin ; we therefore 
(thou^ it was not mentioned in'our instructions), prompted 
by the rectttinle of our intentions,' decided upon endeavouring 
to rednce it, and at midnight of-the 22d bore away for that 
puipose; but the ui^recedented variableness of the winds pre- 
vented our getting diere till day-light of. the 24th; and on the 
afternoon of the 23d the Coromandel joined . with the second 
West India regiment, when, having placed Captain Fowke in 
the Proselyte, with the Drake brig, in CtJe's Bay, to cover 
dte landing, under the direction' of Captain Ekinsof the Am- 
phitrite (who had been sick at Barbadoes, but joined me in the ~ 
Proselyte, and handsomely volunteered this service), which 
catnmenced at half-past eight o'clock^ and with his judicious 
arx«Bigenients, the second brigade, of . near fifteen hundred 
men, nader Brigadier-Geiieral Moitland, were on shore with 
their fialdTpieces, and one hundred seamen, by' eleven o'clock, 
«• Was the first brigade of eighteen hundred,' under Brigadier- 
Generd FullerJ by two o'clock, with their field-pieces, and 
one hundred seamoi. The second brigade directly proceeded 
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on to take the heiglita ia the ^^nroBch to the town of Philipi- 
burgh, which was quickly effected, though not without some 
smut Bkirmishiiig, which aft»ward§ brought oa a short action, 
in which some companies of the 64th, under Lieutenant- 
Cok>nel Pakenham, and two ctHnpanies of the 8th West India 
regiment, displayed great gallantry, and took two field-pieces. 
At this time Bngadier-General Fuller, with the first brigade, 
marched on to take the heights obere Fort Chesterfield^ or 
Maregot, where we had reason to expect the greatest resist- 
ance; but the former check (in which die enemy lost &(nn 
fifty to six^ killed add wounded) evinced that opposition oould 
only lead to deetnctiiH), and thc^ embraced a verbal summoni 
(sent in by Br^^adirar-Oeneral Maitland, at fire o'clock), to 
propose their terms at nine ; when Lieutenanb-General Trigge 
and self being oa the spot, the capitulatioa was dgned and ex- 
changed by midni^t, of the S4th, of which I transmit a copy 
for their Lordship's information. 

" At the conunracement of the attack we observed in Great 
Bay, two privateer biigs, of 1 2 guns each, and a schooner of 
the same force, with a merchant ship, brig, and nine or ten futnaU 
craft,- andae I considered them likely to attempt getting offm 
the course ofthenightjif It was found necessary to surrender, I 
ordered die Hornet and Fanny armed brig to work up to Great 
Bay, to prevent such attempt from succeeding ; and at sun-set 
sent the Drake to aid on that service ; but, nnfortunatdy, the 
two first'did not get far enough to windward. to fulfil myinten- 
ti<Hi, by whidi means one of the brigs and the schoomv got 
out, with a few small vesseis, five of which were taken ; bpt I 
am to lament the brig and schooner getting away, after a diase 
of twenty-four hours, by the Hornet and Fanny. We fiMmd 
remaining in the bay, one brig privateer of twdve guns, an 
English captured ship, a merchano-brig, four smaH sdiooner^ 
and a sloop ; the particulars of which my time would not allow 
me to collect, as I b^an to onbaik the troops, ordnance^ &a 
Sec. the next morning, the 35th, and sailed for St. ThonuBi't the 
aUcruooii <^ the :^6t)i, leaving the Proedyte, Hornet, and' 
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OnStSf to asust in the airangements necesaaiy for the secarity' 
of' the island, aod two traiuporta to embark the garrison iii, 
which ooasiBted of between three and four hundred, besides 
nearly a similar nmfiber which got away in the brig, Sec. 
f I have the honour to be, Sir, &c 

" J. T. Duckworth." 

In consequence of his judicious conduct on this occasion* 
the Rear-Admiml was created a Knight of the Bath, by his 
Majesty; and to this was afterwards added, a pension of 
1000/.^CT- anmtm. 

On the conclusion, of hostiUties, Sir John Duckworth re- 
turned once more to the bosom of his family. A long peace 
seemed now about to ensue, and all the endearing tiesoffriend- 
^ip, kiijidred, and connexion, ajqieared ready to replace those of 
a public nature. The bosom of the husband and the father, waa 
destined to expand at the sight of a beloved wifc^ and a beautiful 
oS&prjn£ ; while they in tb^r turn were gratified by the re- 
i^pearonce^ and, as it was hoped, the constant residence with 
them, of ^e dearest of all earthly objects. But these balcy(Hi 
presages were of short dura^on, and &Uacious in the extremet ' 
A new war, aH&t the lapse of a very few months, ensued, and 
Admirals and Generals gladly left the sports of the field, the 
boepitaUtles of the table, and the duties attached to a rural 
life, in order once more to fight the battles of their country. 

On this occasion, Sir John Duckworth ■ was inst^tly 
selected by the Admiralty for the Jamaica station ; and in the 
spring of 1804, he was included in the new promotitms, by 
means of which he became Vice-Admiral of.the Bine. In 
180C, we find him cruising off Cadiz; and on learning, that the - 
French government had sent a fleet to the West Indies,^ with a 
view of succouring the very in^>ortant colony of St, Domingo, be 
inupediatoly collected his squadr<Hi, and sailed in pursuit of the 
ehepDQr, .After Meeting' a jonction with Rear-Admiral Coch- 
rane, -the English fleet steered for St. Domingo. On perceiving 
the French line, the Superb led the way, with a portrait of the 
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gfeUBnt Admb^ Lord IVdMa tatipea^ad to the ndsM-ttt^, md 

the crew cbeeKd hmdly ibid repefttedty, tiittil ordered to dirir 
guiw. 

This small 'eqnadiDB, CMndOui <^ the &te that awaited it, 
endesToured to effect its escape ; and one small part of it was 
actually locl^ enou^ to get o^ while another, and a larger, 
consisting of a first rate, with a Rear-Admiral's Bag flying, 
one eighty, and three seventy-fottr gun ships, fell itito the 
hands of the English. The following official letter, published 
on this occasion, appeared soon after in the London C^zette : 

*< Superb, to the leeward of the town of St. Domingne, 
'* Sib, about twdve leagues, Feb. 7, liB06. 

" As I feel it highly mome&tous for bis Majesty's service, 
that the Lwds Commissioners of the Admiral^ should have 
the eariiest information of the movditaents of the squadron 
under my command ; and as 1 have nb other vessd than the 
Kingsfisher, that I fbel justified in dispotdifaig, I hope Heather 
their lordships, or Vibe-Adlniral' CoQingwood, iv01 dean me 
defective in my dut^ toward his lordsbjp, by addressii^ you 
on the happy event of yesterday ; and as you will receive ray 
letter of the 3d instant herewith, I shall only say, I lost hot 
a moment in getting through the Mona Passage ; and on the 
5th, in the afternoon, was joined hy "^e Magidenn^ with a 
further corrdboradon from various vessels spoken, of a foree 
'often sail of the line, with as many frigates and Corvette be- 
iqg in these seas; I ttierefore continued under eOi^ sail fOr 
the night, in my approach off the town of St. Oomingue, hav 
ing giving orders to Captain Dunn, of the Acasto, whose zeal 
and activity I have e:q»flrienced for a series of years, to make 
sail wilth the Magidenne, Captain Mack^ude, two hours bfe- 
tbre day -light, to reconnoitre, when, at six t^dock, the Ataito, 
to our great joy, made the signal for two of We enbtny'a 
frigates ; and before seven for nine sul at anchor : at li^ post, 
that ihej were -getting under wdgb : the ^uadrtm iffider niy 
command dienmcU:^ order, widi'allBaJjMt, toidtiie'Sopetb, 
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hmmagmfMo^ ha^ogf fl,x^ ^i^oacbing £i8t, so astoi^tr 
armr bdwe ^ight t^ she .eofimy wsne w a compact 11^^ 
wtd«r til «ful( going before the w^ for ,Ca{ie ^i«aO| to 
viiuiw«cd of Oco^ fiftf ; ]aild s^ i^^ (;onHated of oaly Rye sr(I 
of the ,lin^ tW'Q -frigftt«e} and « corvette (wludi Jiereofter will 
be aaoMd), I owcludedi fnw tlt^e m&>iJifAian 1 y/aM >ji jpoa- 
■wssion oS, tbpt ihey were c«de<W<A»iBg t? furjn e juoctit^ 
toth their temainiag force ; ..and io conseqiteace tipped i^ 
OMorae to render abortire such ioteotion, vhich wt» f^m- 
fietely oflGMtxd by a little aEtiar mue, so 93 .tQ ma^e an ,aotfq|i 
certain. I i^Wfifore tel^aphed ^^s^vtdroo, thf^th^fD^ 
«ipfil gbjeot of atUck wo«Jd be <be A^dooiral a^d lus e^c^ndA 
«ad «t three porters past niDe (on jthe sl^pB .to ta^w a^^h^s 
-fiw their nuitual .suf^rt, and Bo^f^fi the eqepijy aS; they £pt 
■p, and a iew miiHites i^ter to fiogvge ..as /Jo3e «« ppe^I^, 
when, at a i^ett pedad a&er ten, the Svperb closed upoQ the 
bow «f .the Alexander, the heading ttlup, and iconvnenced- the 
action; liKt after three hEoadsides she iheered t^i the offu^ 
■was now made for cloeer action, and we yiere enabled: to attaok 
the Admiral in du li^ieri^ (fogneriy Le Vengeur), the fi^ 
of which had been bea^ on the Northumberlandi bearii^ the 
HooMUfible B«ar- Admiral Cochrafle's flag. By this time d>e 
-movanept of the Alexander had thrown h&t among the lee 
divMion, which Rear-Admiral Louis hai^y availed hiQlB^ 
o^ and the action became genecal, and continued with great 
sevflri^ till half past eleven ; when the French Admin^l much 
-abattered, and complete^ beat, hauled directly for the ihutdi 
■and not being a mile off, at tw^ity minutes before noon van c^ 
-«hoi« ; his £>rema«t then only standing, which fell directly q|i 
striking : at which time 4he Superb being only in seven fathoBt 
water, was forced to haot.off to avoid thf same evil; hilt W% 
'long t^er the Siomed£| c^ eighty-four guns, pushed fm.shote 
ne&r'hifi Admiral, when all his maste went^ and I think it a 
duty I owe to diavaeter and my country, to.Add, 'trwi 'the 
'infiH«ation of Sir E.iBerry, after she had .s^uck, and the 
AgamMnnoi desiated &oin>lBEU]g into -her, from the Captnin 
lakiBg offWB-bat, and^m^king ev^ tdten.of eurr^idar^ and 
L 2 
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CapttUD Dunn amures me. both eoaign end pendaat mre 
down: to commeat on vriiich I leave to the world. About 
My minutes after eleven the firing ceased ; and on the smoke 
clearing away I found Le Brave, bearing a Commodore's pen- 
dant, the Alexander, and Le Ju{>itre, in our possession. 

" When I contemplate on the result of this action, whea 
five sail of the line had surrendered, or were apparently de- 
stroyed in leas than two hours, I cannot, though bound to pt^ 
every tribute tx) the noble and gallant ^orts of the Honour- 
able Rear-Admiral Cochrane, Rear-Admiral Louis, the Cap- 
tains, Officers, seamen, and marines, under my command, be 
vain enough to suppose, that without the aiding hand of 
Proridence such result could have been effected, and with a 
loss so comparatively small; and though I shall ever ^m- 
|nthise with the connecUonfl of those that f^, _the reflectioB 
on the cause will, I hope, affi^rd much consolation. 

" To Hpeak individually to the conduct of any one, would be 
injurious to all, for all were equally animated with the sune 
zeaTous ardour in support of their King and country. Yet, 
possessed of these feelings, X cannot be silent without u^ustice 
to the firm and manly support for which I was inddited to 
Captain Keats, and the effect that the system of discipluie and 
good order in which I finuid the Superb must ever produce; 
and the pre-eminence of British seamen could never be more 
highly conspicuouB than in this contest. 

" After the action, the water being too deep to anchor in 
the bay of St. D<Hningue, it was requisite to bring~te with the 
prizes to r^)air damages, put the ships in a manageable state, 
and shift the prison^^ which took me tiU this aftenMxm: 
' when I detached the Honourable Captain St<^>&rd in . the 
Spencer, with the Domugal and Atlas, which latter haii lost 
her bowsprit, with her prizes to Jamaica; and being amDom 
with Rear-A(hniral Cochrane, that he should retum to . his 
cdmmand, where bis services must be wanted, a jury main- 
mast is fitting to the Northumberland, undv this iiJiaodf .to 
enable her to get to wiadwmrd, when I shall order the Aga- 
memnon, iHiich is staying by her, to aocompaoy the Beai:- 
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Admiral to his sfaitioa; and I am now proceeding with the 
Can<^iu, Rear Admiral Louis, AcBSto, and Magidemi^ off 
St. Dtmungue, to make certain of the Imperial and Oiomede 
being C(xnpletely wrecked, after which I shall repair to 
Jamaica. 

" Having recited the tnuuactions of this glorious combat 
which will &irly add another sprig of laurel to our naval hi»> 
toiy, and assist in promoting our conntiy's good, 

" I am. Sir, &c. 

" J. T. DuCKWOBTH." 

finding it ebsolately necessary to destroy two, out of five 
sul of the lin^ the Admiral, by the aid of the trade wind, 
^1 down to leeward with his prizes, and anciiored in his old 
. station at Port Royal. His reception at Jamaica was briUiaot 
in the extreme, and the Assembly, which happened to be then 
sitting, with its accustomed promptitude voted thanks to this 
gallant commander for the e^otiml protection aiforded to its 
commerce and coasts; and at the same time, with its accu». 
tomed munificence, ordered the sum of one thousand guineas 
to be expended in the purchase of a rich sword, with impro- 
priate emblems. 

On the arrival of the impcntant intelligence in En^end, the 
tower guns -were fired, and an unanimons vote of thanks passed 
both Houses of Parliament. The corporation ot I^ondon, also, 
decreed Sir J. Du<iworth the freedom of the city, to which 
was added a sword of the value of 200 guineas. 

Having become a Vice-Admiral of the White, in conse- 
quenoe of a new promotion of flag-officers, he was soon after 
nominated to the command of the Royal Geo)^i;e, of II guns. 
In 1807, he was dtiacbed to the Mediterranean, where be 
had before served, during some time, under Admiral Lord 
ColUngwood. On this occasion, notwithstanding the narrow- 
ness of the strait and the. vaunted size of the Turkish guns, 
'he passed the Dardanelles without dam^e ; but a variety of 
L 3 
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t^tjanstanc«8 itit^rpostfd so te to ^^ent any thilfg ef e&agB- 
tfieiice bang effected, 

■ ' Having f«timed t6 England, in 1810, Sit J<*n was noKii- 
tnted to the ^ewfoundl^d station, which he retuiled dttiag 
tiiree years. At the end of that period he was appointed to 
4be Plymouth station, and died on the HthofAjnTl,- 1817, 
in the 70th yeaf of his age, leaving behind hito the nlime and 
reputation of a great, humane, shd experienced commander. 
The last years of his life, were doubtless embittered, by the 
painful recollection of losing an only son, who had obtained 
the tank of Colonel in the army, while fighting gailantiy under 
die Duke of Wellington, in Sp^n. A daughter, some years 
lidce, became the Wife c^ Admiral Sir Richard King. 
■ -Sir John Dockworth Sat in Parliament, for some time, as 
-one of tfie members for the botough of NeW Roihney, and at 
the period of his deftiise, was Commander-in-Chief on the Ply- 
inouth station. 
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RioHT HoNODiuBLG JOHN PHXLFOT CUHRAN* 



Xhat rare and extrsordinw^ talent caU«d ej^vbh^ hn 
in all agfii smted the a^piraUen, wd bseq aecompanied b;^ 
Ote epplaiue of muikind. In both •nci^t aqd modein ti^Hi 
it haa produced fainet ae veil a; fartmf§, to siicl) aa }iAT« e$^ 
celled ill it; but k k cwly JQ free pountries, tb^ it is fy^ 
coldvat^ with jmecess. 

We are iv»Q aei^sMnted with the tuunee of the er^tors of 
Greece, of Rome, and of Eqgland > but whoev^ he^ of 
tii9se of Russia, Persia, or Hindpst^p ? Afld how mtfay.figa 
quut ^apea, befwe the banka c^ the PaBid>% A>)d the Pwji^it 
the borden of the Arabiao ^1^ m the .sho*^ of dv EP^1«9- 
pont dia]ltH-oducea<:;ieen>,flP»QOithfai§,^pObi0^«o? 

John Philpot Curran, who is indebted fi>r his rise in 
lii^ and |tll bis subseqn^t celebri^, to eloquence aJon^ wa^ 

L 4r 
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a native of Ireland. Indeed, his country f^ipean to have been 
indelibly engraved on his tongue, aa well as in his heart, for 
it is not B little remarkable, that a pecnliar, but not disagree^ 
able cadence, was easily distinguishable in his pronunciation, 
even in the latter part of liis life. 

Some difficulties occur, in respect to the history of his early 
years, for his in&ncy was involved in a gloom of poverty, and 
obsciuity, which a youthtul spirit of enterprise luckily con- 
trived to burst through. It is certaiuj however, that he is 
indebted for his birth to the province of Munster ; and the 
little obscure town of Newmarket in the county of Cork, lays 
claim to the honour of having produced him. It appears 
from the inscription on his coflin, that he was born in 1750, 
but the occupation of his iatber *, and the precise situation 
a£ his family remains unknown. 

There is reason, however, to suppose, that his parents 
were protestants ; and that his ancestors were emigrants from 
the north of England, who had be^ long settled in Ire- 
land. To the former drcumstance, perhaps, be owes his 
education ; any claims m' pretensions in respect to the latter, 
he was wholly ignorant of, or^too modest ever to disclose. 
In ScfMland, the parochial schoob bring instruction home to 
the door of every cottager ; but this is not, and never was the 
case in Ireland : it is indeed, bat of Ute years, that a sys- 
tem 6o intimately connected with reli^on, morals, and.general 
inlormation, has begun to diffuse the blessings of instruc- 
tion over England. And this too has been attained, not as 
in the northern portion of the British dominions, lr|r a 
positive law, and a permanent specific revenue arising out of 
land ; but by voluntary and liberal subscriptions on the part 
of all orders and denominations of men. 

-In the sister kingdom,, an attempt was made upwards 
of a century since, by means of Protestaht Fbbe^hools, 
to convey the seeds rf instruction to a certain number of the 
inhabitants, bat as this blessing was partial and exclusive 

■ It haa >iDce been discovered, that the cider Mr.Curnm, vas occistanall; cmplojieil 
is Mllecting itie nnti fw i giDtlem*ii of iinill fonune in tint neighbonltKiod. 
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being confined to a spedfic daionuiuittfm of OiristiwB only, 
llie Catholics v^e of course- prohibited Iroin all its benefits 
Tllat very drcumstaitce, perhiqis, will account for the present 
unhappy and undvilized state of Ireland : for in wbal con- 
sists the difference between barbarous and polished naticms, 
but in mind and manners? and both these are closdy and 
evidently connected with instruction. 

- But be this as it may, the probabili^ is, ibat as the Cur- 
rans were poor Protestants, actuated by the coinmendid>le 
ambition of advancing their son John, tiiey contrived to 
obtain for him all the advantages that could be derived from 
an institution of this kind. Had he been, what is there 
termed a Papist, in consequence of a superstidous veneration 
for the successors of those very orthodox Popes, JuUus II. 
and Alexander VI. the probability is, that as his parents wer« . 
utterly unable to have afibrded the expences of a fordgn edu- 
cation, and were denied the advantage of one in their own 
country, he would have been a little lively peasant, rentii^ 
half an acre of potatoe-ground, from an avaricious and hard- 
hearted extortioner, commonly called a middie mob ,- and if 
his constitution, which was always feeble, had not been de- 
strt^ed by intense labour, and his mind rendered dull and 
dismal, by servitude, his lively fancy might have made him a 
" Monster poet," and in this capacity he would, perhaps, have 
attempted to write verses in the vernacular language of his 
native province. 

■Fortunately, however, a better fote aw^ted young Curran, 
for he had certtunly acquired the rudiments at least of a clas- 
sical education, before he attempted to obtain an introduction 
into' the University of his native country; end it was in the 
humble station of a Sixer *, that our aspiring candidate first 
t)rocnred-«dmission to the College of the Holy Trinity. 

* Thh ia njd to be * liinatioa in whidi th« tawlnrntnu u< tti*ikl, whjh h u K< 
<W)i4AHl.wiih ihe raoM nnniljinj; muk of infcciorii)'. The Siun luvc ihiir edu- 
cttion, honevcr, free of txpaite, but thpy kie oliliged lo keep tb« wukljr rolli of die 
niU)n,whUaoathemde*alT«tluuduouiiHkof inpcrinundiDg ihe xnktjdiiuibation 
■of loM, ind pwUibmanu. At tfau puM tb^ had iheic mmrk^* £ni(w< 
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Hots beta njd to lity«.r«BiiHaed. during th« iptMof tw» 
yearsf not oolj a n d w t in y ii ilMd and wknowa, but aboost in » 
stirt* «f wMtt WlMtber the dutrMseB of that perioJ, bar* 
betn siiMe magnifiecU in tsder to fivm a mora dtrwt ooubcaat 
^di Ui fiitam proq)aity, is not oxactly koowa ; but cwrtain 
it ta that at the cMtdnsioa of two y«an he obtained a wbobtrn 
ship. This was a fortnnqte circuflutmtce, as it raised bin a 
Iktk d}w« actual distress ; and enabled him to look forward 
nth bapti and copectatioii. 

:llie laeans ^ Vrbicb tibis youth effected a journey to Eng* 
land, and Ictpt his fommcm at one of our Imu of Court, wte 
faetAj fioi^jettural ; it has been indeed asserted, that at this 
early uid trying period of bis life, he msu^tained himself by 
the labours <£ his pen : but we suqiect that he was indebted 
k> stune sourct^ both more certain and more bounteous. 

After a few terfios spent in Lc«do&, he was called to the 
bar, and was accustomed to travel ooe of the Irish circuits 
in search of brictfs and business. It was during an excursion 
of bbiB kind, ^hat he first saw, and formed an acquaintance 
with Miss Creagb, who soon after became his wife, With that 
lady, he is not suj^xtsed to have received any great acquisition* 
in point of fortune ; but in consequence of this c<Hinection, be 
soon behdd himself the father of a family of many children. 

Immediately after their marriage they took up theur resi- 
dence in Dublin, and there waited for more prp^ierous times, 
It was then, and perh^s still is, the practice in Ireland, for 
a female to reUnquieb all die maternal duties ; to entrust her 
ofiquing to mercenary hands; and to banish fix>m her houses 
wd ftxHu her presence, the unhappy being to whom she had 
^ven life. This umiatural halut preiwlcd also in France, until 
Bousseau, in the name of reason and of sensibility, invoking 
all the fine feeUngs of the human heart on the side of nature 
and humanity, thus for ever banished a custom which barbar- 
ous nations have alw^rs held in yafl abhorrence. Whether it 
arose from a due share of eflection, or Umt the meauia of fol- 
lowing this £isbiotiable and prevalent modp were actually 
wanting, is now diffioult to deade; but certain it ii). that Mrs* 
lo 
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Gmnaif grcadj to her credit, cliseharg«d e3i the AatiaoSa 
Bullae and mother herself. It is painltd here to add, Ant 
some &m^y miatindtrBtanding atWwardfl occurred ; that a 
coiirt of jiudce was t^pealed to ; md that a fioal separstion 
tinsufld! 

We have jmt allsdad to the penury of his nwam ; but it 
ms^ be proper here to observe, that there was a certain elaeti- 
tAty in Mr. Cumm's nund that enabled h to rise and rebound 
firotn 0very shock on the part of adveTntj. Instead of soc- 
cunbiDg to misfortunes, he prepared himsetf for happira- dap 
and more auspicious events. Nor did the playftUness of his 
ima^nation, a certain hilaritj of mind, said a ctisposition ad- 
ndrably adapted to social intercourse, even then forsake him. 
Accordii^ly about thb period we find him a permanent man* 
ber of a convivial society, formed chiefly of young expectants 
and unfeed barristers, hke himself. To convey an idea of 
bacchanalian gentility to the institution, the members adt^ited 
the &ncilul appellation of " Moiiks of the Screw;" but if re- 
port be true, the implement in question was equally unneces- 
sary and unktiown at their board : for Ubations from the purple 
gr^>e were never offered up on the altars in Cavan-Street, 
where a spacious apartment, cm the second .floor, supplied the 
place of a temple. But if the rosy god, did not preside over 
their festivflla ; Ceres was worshipped by them with due solem- 
nity ; and the wholesome, yet humble beverage, extracted by 
our ancestors from the precious juices of haps and maity was 
eagwly quaffed by her thirsty worshippers. But the strictest 
temperance is said to have presided at these banquets ; no mid- 
oight orgies there took place; no expendve entertainments 
were beard of; legal questiona were debated with due st^cm- 
nity, and even during the predous moments of convivial re- 
laxation, wit flowed in more cc^ous streemB than either ale 
or porter. 

Yet ^t this undignified board, were now met, although uncop- 
sdoos of their fiiture destin}', men afterwards decorated with silk, 
and ermine. Here some of diose who entered the lists with 
a few striplings, equally \uiknown and impatronised with them- 
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adyea, were afterwards desUned to sdom, first the bai^ and- 
afterwards the boich of a Court of Justice ; to make the 
senate of their native country resound with their impassioned 
oratory; and to pour out torrents of eloquence that awakened 
the zeal, aroused the patriotism, and called forth the dormant 
^lei^es of tbdr applauding country. In short, it was here that 
Cumui first fitted on his armour and prepared himself to enter 
into the future combat in a more profitable and advantageous 
field of action. , It was from this hamble Jbrum also, that 
Bariy, Lord YeWertou* emeiged, afi«r a long . eclipse^ and 

* lltw Dohkmui, like hb tu}j and UBtiihd friend, Mr. Comn, wu the immciliiia 
ucliiuct ofhiiowqpmpniif; •nd i"id«ed there e«i«U » couklBrablB degree of umil^ 
titj in tbeir binh, educilian, tnd fariiuies. 

Mr. But} Yclnnon, is tlia did to We been born of paienti eqiullf pom' mi 
obuute. Tiejwciebothiiiuvdof chepronacBofMuiuleri btving been both bam it 
NcKDiukel, in ihc (ountj of Cork, where the ficliei of oiie ni ■ water', lad ihit 
of ihe odier, in circumMiiira exicilf lirDiUr. 

604b Burj, and Joho Philpol, were eduoted in a liule counuj' kIumI j ihej mn 
both u»rt in (he Univeriitji of Dublin; and each obuined a icbolanhip ihen. They 
alto both atudied in England ; boUi muTied women of liiite or no famine j ami ihe 
one wu ciIIhI to tit* Iriib bar, in Ui*, and iha oibei in 1779. Both wen poor, 
and boih patriot! ; and both remained duringmanyyean ioobacnriij. Some time after 
ihej had renderad (hemirlTei lukown aikd diitingulibed, wch iloutlj adrocated iba 
cauie oF Ireland; baring both indiriduallj contended for an inereaM of legialetln 
piiTilega; and an eutinij of legiilatiie independence ou the fart of their tufiit 

COUlHTf. 

But here end* their collstenl and equal coune. Mr, Yelvenon, wbo Gnl obtained 
a leal in ibe Iriib Paitiamcnt, in 1776, became Aitomej'-Genetal during the Punland 
adminiatraiiaa, in 17B3 1 at a tipie vhen hit bnxber *' Knight of the Soe*," wai 
oidji Gllii^ on hit new aitk gown. During Lord Temple'* rule the latter ilirunk 
fiooi notice i he detailed the principle* b^ meani of which it wu intended 10 rule 
Ireland^ and hazarded, man than once, to be reduced to hie orlgioal povenj, by the 
nanlj buldnni and unlfuroiiij oF bia oppwitioa. 

On th* other band, Mr. Yetverton, who to bia hoibour, coiutantlj preaerved hi* 
antjeni friendihip unbroken, at length atiumed 1 certain pliabitit} of cbaracict 
that laon led the wif to greater atui more penuanem adrancement. He dow t^ipoted 
all reform la pullameol ; wu totally lilent on the lul^ect of national grienncci, an^ 
became a violent and declared enemy to the Tolanteen of Ireland { whoauuredly hid 
•xloned from England Cu more than ihe had aeer intended to concede. Ni» did 
tb* adminiitntion of that day pron nngtatefnl) liir in' 17S4, Uany YelrenaB waa 
Dominated a Privy CoamelloT, and railed in the Iriih Bench, having long pnuded in a 
high and boDovrable itaiion in the Court of Eiehaqoer, at a. tine when Mr. Cumn 
wai itill an obicure ^vocate in the King'i Bench. 

Tlie Chirf Bann bad now attained one of the twu olgecn of hii amtHlioo j and 
ftoat (hii mCoiamhiiMa] became lew fiery J udhiidertuonioMiniiten lencoupi- 
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faaving attained flonje of the highest professional bonoun in 
auccessicRi, at length dosed his career vith a peerage ! Unlike 
Cnrntn, he occui<Mially veered about in his political career, 
and dius hy trimming bis sail to the prevailing gale, found 
means to steer a more direct coarse : but to his credit be it re- 
collected, that he continued to respect a iriend whose gentle, 
but undeviating prc^;re8s presaged a less fortunate condusion 
tobis labours. 

It has been said, indeed, that it was to Chief Baron Yelrer- 
ton, that the subject of this mem<»r was wholly indebted for 
his rise; that it was he who rescued him from unmerited ol>- 
scurity; and first broo^t him into notice. But in 178S, after 
he had attained a seat in the House of Commons, Mr. Cur- 
ran pnUidy denied this assertion, which has indeed been fre- 
qmnaiy repeated botfi in England and Ireland.* 



cooiu. Id traih, m arena mi now muting, ctri If thcK quililiea bul uill niiUil 
IB all tbcii otigiml ftrvoor ; Ibr b; hu ik* offim he vii now excluded (Voin one Rouie 
of Fuljuuni, wfaile iika tu* eonumpomy, ScMt Btion Etrkfon, b* had dot btta, •■ 
^el, idmitted to uioiher. 

In ib'n linuiion of a&!n, he «■* ill it once uouied rrom hii politicil tfttbj, in 
1780, bj > great evemi did bacan* oiwof tbon who uwntd duttliclMid poMmeil 
1 right 10 chouu her own " Regent." On ibit occulon, he once more (hongkt aod 
ictedwlth luA old friend Mr. Cumn. Tlii unnpccied oppnliion to Mjniaten ip* 
pean to bne utuUr obtained Tdt him the peerage a few jein after : (or id nni<io 
beiDgDOir In caoumplalian, il wai deenwd tteettmij to nnttratiMa DUm of ntdi ae- 
luiowteg«d infincoee and talenu. Aerordinglj OD June IB, 1795, he <ni latied to 
die Iriib Peerage b; die itjh and tide oT Biron Yelfenon, oTAToaniOTe, ia the 
coantf of Cock. 

■ On Tunda]', Dee. lOj 17S3> during tha deban on the qiuitioti, whether " the 
Hooie of CoDmaiu of Ireland had a light to originate Monejr Billi ?" Mr. Cuiaa 
ipokeaafbllom: 

" I lamcDt ibat a levaed and ligfat bonaonbte member (Mr. YeiTerionJ widi whom 
I ooM hid the h^ipineM aC iivitig od tcnni of Erierubhip i> nowabaenij becatuel 
think I might reljr npoD hb aupporting the nsolulion i intend to propme j thai mpport 
■mid perh^ reneir the iBtemiune of our fnewlihip, which hu lalelj been inter' 
tvjitti. And I mutt beg the indulgence of the Honie to laj, that tlat ftitndJdf mat 
■ m thTaornsa/'pi^Kt FfiuUy, uMlmpoMdhfobliRitionon one tide, orboondbjr 
gtatitnde on the other ; for I thank God, when thai Inendihip commenced I was abox 
iKciriog obligation from anj nun, and therefore our frieEidahip ii it wat mote pure 
and diilnterested, — Cor It depended on 1 ijmpatbf of miadi, and a congeniality of 
•enltfoeati. — I tmned would hate endured die longer. 
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As it 18 now become difficult,' after' eudi » lapse t£- tiine, to 
accooBtfor Uie tnaoBec in wbktt Mr.CDrrra 'mai ivmi^ fi)i>- 
wan], recourse must be ^aid ti ^ue suggntioK iif Ihb catenpo- 
raries» one of w}k«d htts beea pl^ised .to eoipreM iumteS m 
the ftJlowitiig mum«r : 

'* "WheD: he first came rto 1^ bar, lim eeUbnIxd loAntaa 
is knowH to bave been exiremely poaCf tfiA-to hme nmauHd 
a long while unnoticed and nnknown. The aCtcoiiou at the 
poUic was 3tst attracted to iiis», from the taiicnrmg icarcaun- 
staace: — 

"Hb Juul been leitgqged as ^eiH hyoae of ibe candidates 
■at a contested election, and ib t^cfMBneoftheLiMdlit faBcasie 
jieceflsary tor him to laoke o^ectioas'to a vote pno&ced by the 
adse^ee pBrt^t which he did in tjut'^tcong and si»<xMtic ta«i- 
ner for which he is reiBarkaiile. His aabagonttt, a ibhi pf 
rude and overbearing manners, Jelt the pungency of his wit ; 
and not immediately recognising the barrister under a shabby 
coid and a mean .appearuice^ (for jutiute bad not ;baao nsety- 
&vounA)lein exteroaldecoraUonsj^heapptied to him some very 
^OEs epithets with more spirit, perhaps tb^i decQruin> Mr. 
tCuiTsn leaped'from his aeet, s^sed him by the «(dkr, and was 
prevented only by the interposition of the bye-standers froni 
chastising Jum on the fpot. 

** He, howerer, was not precluded from asserting Ms in- 
dqiendence in that wtff which could alone be tolerated in the 
presence of a magistrate : he therefor^ in a few ^thy «s- 
^jences, '^MJoaed iaa mind sad im ckaraeter; lus antagonist 
'had generosity enough to acknowlege his error, and ^o- 
It^sed to \Mr. ComiB, £w tJte ^oDsequesoes: of bis latats^e; 
nay, instead of resenting the violence with which be. had rk- 



" I think mj^cir bound to mike thii public declaration, M it hu gone furth lo the 
wotIj, tbitl un I mm of iograiiciuie, and to declare, that foiuij difTerence of opiaioQ 
wllh mj "Uarned »nd Right Honourable Friend, I nuinpl be (axed with itigraiitiide '■ 
ht I nETM receivul any ohligtllon Frnm imi d"^ 1''ei1 oa a Twiting of,pt[(ect equiliqr, 
■are onl; as far u hit gieit talculi ind condition outwent mine."— >9tt printed )ptt<la$. 
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{Klled the iuinH, be gnottMt ym bto (ncndnbip, sad by Itts 

Kcommendkdoa and pstrotwge, vetj «iMinti*% pnmoted Us 
fatare iMtrem. 

** FnMbthitt period hebagantonae mfwlly, and in a&w 
yean took his seat in the Heiae of <>oiMaon3» wfaera be 
■eemdiBd cmty 'effort of Ibe pt^ndftr fatty Sx the enmoci- 
ptitiQa tif the eoatltiy, ^wid 'Aa Mtabliabnent irf* its commeKdal 
^ptMdcria B»d political iodepcndence. la bis parliunatiwy 
^enduiA, be has alw«fs bean-sttetAied to the popblar csum. 
He fiint rqiteHenied a boroi^ of Mr. ]..oiigfoiid's." 

WbellVN- dOa Btatenfflt be strictly ud titears^ ooraed; la 
■wm ^ttfioult tO'det»niine. Certain it is, howmt, that Mr. 
Ciimin and hts ftmily-ratDUiied In -gmt obscurity, until tbe 
«)i^e^e'intopowrain&>glaii^attlteclo3e of tbe Amerioan 
•nvt; cm which ocoaeicin, -tfae l«te Dvke of j^rtland wasamt 
ova to Iidand, for the pui^mae of Aercising tfae Viceregal 
aatbority diere. It was ^teti his good fortone to attract netice 
and attrition ; aid he was aeoevdia^ gratified in 1782, yiiih 
'a-ailk goWn. 

Neaiiy at the same tine, he vas nominated to a seat in dte 
Iritk pttliwoent But a sadden duingc of adminiatratiiMi 
Inving tak^ plane, on 4he arrival of the late fifonquis of 
Bntfking^iani, his fottxm, wbo was eager to be ienniobted, i»- 
«taitUyi»iok the shum, and not tsAy turned ronnd suddenly 
)dnite)f,'1»t'aci»aUycKfKCtedtus Jriaad tofdlow faisexsm^ 
BW tben^tr member havii^ proved iiA«Ktt>le, itmis qpeodily 
intimated to him,'that be oi^tto resigit; and deemigg hut 
honour bnfitiosited'on diis occasian, iie accardm^y-eomplied, 
and witbdreir.* But he aoon after resumed his post in that 
Jmme, under different and more auspicious dncmnstanees. 

Mr. OuTon's practice at the bar, was not fer many y«an 

* Mt.Cumau Mid to Ws firn nkan bh mt in ttw ItUiHquw of Coannont, n 
M.P. fbrDonenik. Ha rqiteMiiwd the borangb of Kilbcggin, in tlw jtu 1783, 
wtlli Mi.Ftood tbr'h'd roUMgue; (C tlie ncit gtnEHl elenien in \190, hcwu n. 
•«m*a>mhth«kuH«brTDiu|U*iy,£«I.,f«litheamiu^ln-dMt(UM7fl(-CM.nKi 
Ht ami] itudiMoluthn in 1767. He«H DOtvmeailKrorthu pvUunem, wliicb mn 
)b ITVB, and nactifotd the gnodmanus of *n union with EngUnd; norwuhc.erer 
niurned to the Imperiil Paitiuunt. 
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conspicuous; but at Jength Jt encreaeed to sucb a degree, ss- 
iusensibly to load both to fame and fortune. On all great o» 
casions, he was usually one of the counEel retained, and hav- 
ing rendered himself celebrated at Nisi Prius, in conaequence. 
of his witty, artfi^, and able appeals to a jury, he was for the 
most part en^Ioyed to conduct trials of this kind. Acc<Mxl- 
ingly, on a varie^ of occasions, he obtained exeqiplary 
damages ; and gave ample aatiafiu^tioQ to all .his clients. Nor 
was it only in causes when he.led the attach that the talents 
of this rising barrister were invoked ; for when the a^rs q£ 
Irdand unhappily assumed a terrible, and menacing aspect, 
he .was constantly retained as the defender of all thpse who 
were accused of sedition, or tried for treason. . It is greatly 
to be lamented, that many of his speeches on these ^gcasions, 
have been so inadcuratdy reported, while others have been 
wholly omitted, and are now lost, perhaps for ev^. . - - , 
' The first of his printed addresses was. delivered in IJ^Sp, 
when he presented hims^ before the Lord Lieutenant and 
privy council of Ireland, in behalf of Mr. Alderman Howison, 
who had been elected Lord Mayor of DubUn. The questioti 
then under discussion, was, whether the commons had not a 
right to participate with the court of aldennen, in the election 
of that (^cer ? On this occasion, the tribunal, to whom the 
^ipeal had been made, confirmed the election of his client, 
.and thus the ancient privileges of the citizens of Dublin, so 
long usurped by a corporadon of twenty-five persons, were 
ioetandy restored and rec(^;oieed. 

The subject of this memoir, appears to have generously 
Come forward without a fee, " an unhired voluntary advocate." 
On the other hand, the celebrated Dr. Duigenan *, was . ve- 
tamed as counsel for the board of aldermen, and b^ng a man 
of strong powers, but coarse, rough, and vulgar in his man- 
nei^, he indulged as usual in much personal abuse. K!^... 
Currah, alluding to this circumstance, observed : " as to the 
invecdves so liberty bestowed, it might be best to pass thoa 

■ Sec vol, i, of AddiuI Obiinuj. 
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over without r^nark—; I feel' for my clioits," oobtinuei^ hej 
*' too lii^h a respect either to defend them by pah^ytic, of 
arenge them by slander. I shall therefore treat those salHes 
of the learned gientleman's imagination, exactly in the isame 
manner I would do'one of my neighbour's pigetHia — th^ 
mer^ fly abroad animo recertendi ; and ought to be suffered 
to retummunolested to their lawful owner I" 

In 1794, Mr. Curran -obtuned great <n%dit for hb defence 
<^ Archibald HamiTton Rowan, Esq., who was tried for a,libd 
contained in an'address from " the Society of United' Irish- 
jneh at Dublin, to the ' Tolunteers of Ireland," si^ed hy 
*<* William Drennan chairman," and " Archibald Hatnilton 
Rowan, secr^sry." This flaming circular, published in 1792, 
and commencing with " Citizens, soldiery" states, that as they 
'formerly took up amis to protect their country from forei^ 
enemies, and domestic disturbance ; it now became properto 
Tesame them, for the same purpose. To their formation, Was 
owing the peace and protection of that island ; to thdr relax- 
,8tion has been owing its relapse into wipdt^ce and insigoj- 
ficance, &c 8cc. 

" Citizens — soldiers, to arms ! Take up the shield of free- 
dom, and the. pledge of peace — peace the existence and end'<^ 
your virtuous institution — war, an occasional duty, o^ht 
nerer to be made an occupation. We address you, without 
any atithority, save that of reason; and if we obtain the coin- 
cidence of public opinion, it is nether by force nor stratagem; 
for we have oo power to terrify, nor artifice to cajole, nor fund 
to seduce; here we sit without mace or beadle, nether a 
mystery, nor a crali, nor a corporation; in four words. lies all 
olir power — universal emancdpation, and r^resaitative i^s- 
litture;' we insist for Cathohc emancipation without any 
modification, * but still we consider this necessary enfranchise- 
.rdent as rtierely the portal to national freedom; -^de as this 
aitrance is, wide enough to admit three miUions, it is - nar- 
row when compared to the c^Htcily and Compreb^ision of 
our beloved principle, vMnAi takes in every individual ofithe 
Xrish nation, casts an equal ^e over the whole island* em- 
VOL. II. ■ M 
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bradn ttU that t^tik, and feels for all tliat tvSa: the Cathdic 
esuM is sabordiaate Co onE duufl, and included .ia it ; fiir as 
United Iri^imen 'we adhere to do sect^ but to society — to do 
catise biit O^jnstiamty — to no foety, bdttbe ivliofe ipeople." 
Hife esOraordinary paper recommendE the electioa of deputies 
Ekor all IreUad to meet at DonsaiUHn), and nmipM*'"", that 
this '< civil assembly oi^ht 4o claim the stteodauicc of the 
militaiy associBtions." 

It ia not a little retnarkablq, that at 'diis trial, a gnord a£ 
s^ldieu vms introduced by order of the sheriff into die courb- 
. Iiouse, a few moments Jjefbre the defence of Mr. Rowaii, Mr. 
CiirrUi, who undertotJi that arduous task, ctmunenced by 
atumadrerting on dlis drcumstance ; and he also stated, that 
the preset proseeudon was ex-^cio ,- for Ae Attorney-Gene- 
ral had not thoa^it premier to submit the bill to the o^nizance 
^ a grand jury. He then added, that the first infomu^on was 
wi&drown, and a new one filed, which had produced a Img 
and pt^otractted prosecution: it was therefore tfaeur duty to 
rai'quire whetber Uns gentleman " was pursued as a oimiiu^ 
or hunted down as a victim ?" 

After an animated eiilogium on the British constitution, to 
wliich Ireland had an imdonbted right, however, distant she 
-might be from the enjoyment <^ it, he msintaiDad, *' that the 
only professed object of this ooble code, is the gawral good ; 
and ite only foundation, the general wilL It is the right of the 
pet^l^" continoed he, " to keep -an eternal watch upon -the 
conduct of thnr ntlere ; and in'Oider to that, the Jfresdom df 
the press has been eardblly cherished by the law of Inland. 
In private defemation let it never be tolerated ; in wicked and 
wanton aapeFsiffils upcm a good and honest adrainistntion, let 
it never be supported. Not that « good govemnunt can be 
exposed to danger by groundless accusation, Imt because a 
bad govenmiait is sure to find is the detected fidsehooda of a 
licentiouB press, a security and a credit, ^^cfa it othertrise 
never conld obtain." 

Ilie 'Omtor then proceeds to define a:go6d govcnuocnt, ' 
which is Bidd to ocndst " in the -pttitea&m and ■happnsm (tf 
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At pe<q>le'," and ha puts it to ^. juty m- tieir oiOkt to ^ 
dare whether tbu be Uie caaein xetptet to ItdRod ? itt next 
contends, that for the iMper m question to be deaemsg td 
puoiAmeht, k i» ntceeiwy to prove three thiogi, viz. 

I. T^ot h ifi a libel : 

s, l^ft it was put^iriied witii a i^idoas intaitiou ; and 

i. Tltat it wat po^Jialied by Mr. Hamilton RovaO' 

In the omrBe of thia address, be inykod the court to recol- 
lect, that one of tbe witnetie* iiad not sKom to tbe hictg, an^ 
that another was declared on die tesdmony oif aa indi^^t 
penoD, to be unworthy of credit. He at the same time paid 
Dl|Uiy high com[dimenta to ** an illastrions, an adored, and 
abtaed body oC men, yibo stood forth at an wwfiil period, and 
assumed die ti(]e, which he trusted the ingratitude of thrar 
country will never blot from its history : the Volunteers of 
Irdand." 

After diis, he maintained, that to associate for a worU^ 
purpose, such as a reform in parliament, is no crime ; and tiiat 
the emandpadon of the Catholics of Ireland, is highly praise- 
worthy. 

" I put it to your oaths," adds he, " do you thiuk that a 
blessing of this kind, that a victory obtained over bigotry and 
oppression, should have a stigma cast i^n it by an igno- 
minious sentence upon men, bold and hdneet enough to pro- 
pose such a measure? ' To prc^wse die redemiing rdigion 
from the abuses of the Oiur^, the reclaiming of three 
milli<His (^ men ^m bondage and ^ving liberty to all who 
had a right to demand it ; giving E say, in die so much cen- 
sured words of this paper, ^ving universal emandpation I 

" I speak in die spirit of the British law, wbicb makes liberty 
commensurate widi, and inseparable from BridsH soil'; whidi 
[HXtcIaims even to the stranger and st^oum^ the mcHuent he 
sets his foot on British earth, diat the ground on which he 
treads is holyy and consecrated by the genius of Univnsal 
emancipation. No matter in what language his doom may 
liave be^ prc»iounced ; — no matter ^at complexion is com- 
patible widi Ireedom, an Indian, or an African sun may have 
M 2 
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Inmit' npoQ' him ; — go matter in what disaatrons battle his 
lib^^ may have been doven down ;-^ no' matter with what 
flolemhitiea he may have been devoted on the altar of slavery : 
the first mome&t he sets foot on the sacred soil of Britain,' the 
aitar and the god sink together in thedast; his soul 'walks 
abroad in ' her own' majesty ; his body eweUs b^ond the 
measure of bis chains, that burst around ' him, and he stands 
redeemed,^ regenerated, and disenthralled by the irresistible 
genim of OKivBRau. EBCANCiPATioy I" 

After this (qx>strophe to the genius of English freedom, 

i^ch called forth a sudd^i and involantaiy burst of applause,' 

he' proceeded to state, that' they now resided in a country, 

which is bound by an indissoluble onion, with Bntish liberty. 

" Una solas amiobus eritf commune paiculum." 

" But to accomplish this union," adds the pleader, " yon 
must lean to hecome Hke the English people It is in vain 
to say you will protect thar liberty, if you abandon your own. 
England is marked by a natural avarice of freedom, which 
she is studious to engross and accumulate, but most unwilling 
to impart; whether from any'necessi^ of her policy, or from 
her, weakness, or fropi her pride, I will not presume to say; 
but so is the &ct ; you need not look to- the east, nor to the 
west, you need only look to yourselves. 

*' If it required additional confirmation, I should state the 
case <^ the invaded American, and the sul^ugated Indian,, to 
prove that the policy of Engluid, has ever been to govern her 
connexitms more as colonies than as allies, and it most be 
owing to the great spirit indeed of Ireland, if she continues 
tree.' Rely upon it, she will ever have to hold her course 
against an adverse current ; rely upon it if the popular spring 
does not continue strong and dastie, a.short interval of debi- 
li.tated nature uid broken forc^. will send you down the 
Mreun again, and re-oonsign you to the condition of a pro- 
vince." 

Mr.'Cun9n£uiled on this occasicm; but in 179S, he proved 
more fortuQAte, mrespect to his dient, Itb-. Patridc F^iuiey, 

Coogk 



MR. CUSRAM. 165 

who-wns indicted fi>r h^ treas(»i. Ilw choi^ was doEfly 
supported by the. teaUnuHiy of a fiitnesB, who asserted thathe 
had been forced to become, an United Irishman in order to 
save his life; liiat he was made drunk two nights nmniq^ 
whi(^ prevented him &om ^viiig information, that tiiere were 
111,000 men in one province, added to. 10,000 inhabitants 
of the metropolis, ready to assist in the project of an .in- 
vaaon, &c. Mr. Curran, aiter severely animadverting oil his 
testimony, continned as follows : 

" Whether all the whiskey that he has been Jbrced to dHnk, 
has produced this effect I know not, but Mr. O'Brien's ioyal^ 
is better than his memory. In the spirit of loyalty he became 
prophetic, and told to Lord Portarlington the ctrcumstances 
relative . to . the intended attack on the ordnance stores, fiill 
three weelis before he had obtained the information through 
moral i^ency — Oh ! honest James O'Brien ! h<mest James 
O'Brien ! 

'* Let others vunly argue on It^cal truth, and ethical &1m- 
hoodj but if I can once fasten him to the ring of peijoiy, I 
will bait him at it until his testimony shall &il of producdng a 
verdict, although human nature were as vile and monstrous 
in you, as she ie in him ! He says, he has made a bit of. a 
nislaJce ! but surely no man's lifo is safe, if such evidence were 
adbuBsible ; what arguments can be founded on Ms testimony, 
when he swears he has peijured himself, and therefor^, any 
thing he says must be false; I must not believe him at all, for 
it is impossible by a paradoxical conclusion to suppose, agmnst 
the damnation of his own testimony, that he is an honest man. 

" What did the simple evidence of John Clarke, of Blue- 
bell, amount to against this O'Brien ? It attached the double 
crime of artifice and perjury^ and added robbery to the^peiv 
BCHiification. There are now living in I>ubhn, there are at tliis 
moment thousands, and ten thousands of your follow-citi{eDs 
anxiously waiting to kaow if you will convict the prisone- on 
the evidence-of a wilful and corrupt peijurer? -Whether 
they ar^- rach in hk tuny to feel the-&tal effects of. his con- 
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dannation? or whether they are to find proteetkHi in tht Uws 
fixnntheinacbinatioiis of nich a base informer ? 

" Do you feel, gentlemen, that I have beea mntonly aeptn- 
'ing thia man's character ? Ib he not a perjurer ? A swindler ? 
And that he IB not a murderer will depend on you. Heassumea 
Aa character of a king's officer (o rob the king's people of 
their money, and afterwards, when their property fails him, 
to rob than of their lives I 

** What Bay you to his habitual fellowahip with baseneas asd 
fi&ud? He gives a redpe instructive of the art (^felony, send- 
coimterieiting the kmg's coin ; and when questioned about it* 
irfiat is his answer? — Why tmly, that it was ' wily a light 
easyway of getting money! — Onh/aUttll bit ofahumbag.' 
. " Good God ! I ask you, has it iiwet come across yon to 
meet mth such a constellation of infiuny 7" 

Me. Curran's first prmted speech, as a member of the House 
of Commons, appears to have been delivered on Tmaiayt 
Dec. 16, 1783; it is extremely short, and cmdodef witJt a 
motion in the following words ; viz. " That it 'a the tole^ and 
uulbnbted privilege of the House of Commons of Iveluid, to 
oi^^nate all bills of supply and grants of pnblic money, im 
tucii a manner, and with such claioes as thc^ shall think 
proper." 

' He spoke also on the questkm of " attachments," in 1785. 
On this occasion, he desired the House to loc^ up to En gland 
as ft model by wluch they ought to be guided : " She Was the 
psrcBBt, the archetype of Uberty, ubidi she bad preserved in- 
violate in its grand points; while among them it had been 
both violated and debased." 

On perteiving the Attorney-Geno^ Mr. Fit^bbon{ 
Mkep,.he immediately alluded to that djcunutance as fol- 

" I bopie that on this occasion, I shall not disturb the 
■tambors of any Bight Hon. Gentleman ; and yet," adds he, 
*' perhl^is I ought rather to envy than blame the traDspiillity 
'^ Ijie Ifeamed bettbdr. I do not, however, fed mysdf so 

ppily tempered by nature, Be to be lulled to repose by the 
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storms that now sliske the laad I" He thca^ proceeded ta 
attack bis conduct reepectiag the applicatioB and extenakn of 
the doctrine of attachments. " If an Knglish Attontey- 
Gtsnai," and he, " had attempted sud a datii^ outr^re on 
public libeity and law, he must have found some fiiesd to 
warn him not to debase the court, and make it ^>pear to ali 
mankind the odious en^ne of arbitrary power; sot to pbt it 
into sounnatur^ a situation, its that of staading between lite 
people and the crown, or bet«e«i the people and their rqire- 
sentatives. 

" I would warn Um not to bm^ public hatred on the 
goremmoit by tbe adt^on of ill^pd prosecutiona; for if hs 
showed hitnaelf afraid of proceeding against o£^ders in the 
ordinary mode, th«i of^ders would be exalted t^ the arbitrary 
prosecution of them ; they would be deemed sufiering patriots ; 
their crimes would become poftular ! 

** I could wish, I own, that the liberties of Ireland should 
be supported by bar own childroi ; but if she is scorned aad 
rejected by them, when her all is at stake^ I moat implore the 
assistance even of strangers. — I will call on the Right Hon. 
Secretary to support the principles of the British Constltoi 
tion. Let him not reader his administration odious to tbe 
people of Ireland, by ^oplying his influence in this House, to 
produce the ruin of our personal freedom. Let him not give 
a pretence to the memies c£ his frioid in a ust^ kingdom, 
to say that the son of the illustrious Chatham is dngracing the 
Inemory of his great &llier ; that the trophies of bis Irish ad- 
ministration, are the introduction of an inquisition among ui, 
and &e extinction of a trial by jniy ; let them not say that 
tbe pulse of the constitution beats only in the heart of the 
onpire^ but that it is dead in the extremities." 

Kfr. Fitzgibbon, having severely and grossly attacked the 
last spe^er, whom he called " a babUer," the latter in reply, 
animadverted on the conduct tS an Attomey-Oenfral, who, 
** with great Hberality, and no arneH »haie of porUamentaty 
decency, had uiewered his arguments with p^rsmuli^ t" He 
then recapitulated and exposed the po«iti<His laid down by hit 

H * 

r,o,:,7H:,yGoOglc 



16S HR. CUBOAN. 

adversary, purporting that. the House of Commons had no 
right to investigate the conduct of the judges ; that any inter- 
position would be to declare them guilty, &c &c. 

** As for myself" adds he, " I find it difficult to reply, not 
being . accustomed to pronounce my own panegyric. But 
although I cannot tell this House,' what I am, I may be per- 
mitt^ to tell what I am. not. l.amnot then, a man, who can 
claim. respect both as. to. person^ and character, from office 
alone ; lam not thoi a yooug . man, who thrusts himself into 
the fore ground of a picture which ought to be occupied by a 
better figure; lam not then a man who relies with invective, 
when sinking under the.weighl of .argument; \ am not then a 
man, who denied the necessi^ of a parliamentary reform, at 
the time I myself had .proved tlie necessity of it by reviling 
my own constituents^ the pariah clerk, the sexton, and grave- 
digger : and if there be any man here present, who can a^ly 
what I am md, to himsd^ I leave him to think of it in the 
cnnmittee, and to ruminate on it, when he returns home." 
. When Mr. CM& introduced his fiunous propositions to the 
Irish Parliament, he found a powerful opponent in Mr. Cur- 
ran, who ludicrou^y compared them to the famous hors^ 
Johannes CaitaUus, mentioned by Rabelais, which animal had 
obtained the de;gree of Doctor of Medicine &om the Collf^ 
of Rheims ! 

. After they had been withdrawn, he congratulated the House 
of Commons, and the country at large, on the result : 

" The cloud that has been collecting so long, and threaten- 
ing to break in tempest and ruin on our heads, has passed 
harmless away. The siege that had been undertaken agwnst 
Jhe constitution was raised, and the enemy is gone. They 
might then walk abroa4 without fear, and brave the dangers 
th^ had escaped. On this side was drawn the line of circum- 
vallaticia that cut them off fnun the eastern world ; and on that 
the corresponding one, that enclosed them from tjie west. Nor 
let us fotget, in our exultation, to whom wc are indebted for 
our d^iverance. Here stood the trus^ manner (Mr. Conolly) 
at his old station, the inas(4ieBd, and gave the signaL Here 
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(pbindng to Mr. Flood) all the .-mBdonLof tbestate vu txA- 
lected, exploring your weokncM and. your strength, detect- 
ing eveiy ainbiucade^ and pointing to the hidden batteiy that 
was brought to bear on the shrine o£ freedom. And there 
(Mr. Grattan) was exerted an eloquence more than human, 
inspiring forming, direc^ng, animating, to. the great pur- 
poses of your salvatipD. But I feel that I am leaving the 
qurati<»i, and the bounds of moderation : for there ia an ebul- 
lition in greatness of joy, tfaat almost borders rai. insanity. I 
own indeed that I feel something like it, in the profuseness 
with which I share in the general triumph." 

On the debate about the reduction of the Pension BUI, in 
1786, Sir Boyle Roche of^msed all change: " he would not 
stop the fbantain of royal favour, but let it flow fredy,. spon- 
taneously, and abundantly^ like Holywell, in Wales^ that turns 
so many mills." Mr. Curran, on this occasi<Hi, sarcastically 
relied, " that, instead of privil^e setting up his back to oi^ose 
prerogative, it now saddled its back, and invited prerogative 
to ride on it, and thus tried how cc»nfi»tably they mi^t boUi 
jog along ! I am delisted," added he, " to hear the advo- 
cates for the royal bounty, wishing it to flow as freely and 
spontaneously as HolyweU ! If the crown grants were to 
double the amount of the revenue in pensions, suiih worthy 
and considerate advisers, would readily approve of the bounty 
of their royal master : for he is the In-eath of thm nratrils!" 

" This polyglot of wealth, this museum of curioailjea, the 
pension list, embraces every Unk in the human chain, every 
description of men, women, and diUdren, from, the l<Ay 
excellence of a Hawke, or a Rodney, to the debased situation 
of the lady who humbleth herself that she may be exalted. 
But the lesson it inculcates, foriss its greatest perfection : — it 
teacheth that sloth and vice are to eat our bread ; while virtue 
and honesty may starve after they have earned it. It teaches 
the idle and dissolute to look up for that support, whidi they 
are too proud to stoop for, in order to earn t .Thpse saints 
on the pension list are like the lillies of the fi^d — they toil 
no^ neither do they spin,, and yet .are arrayed UJie Solomon 
lo 
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in bU his ^oty. Their &te teadies us a leuon, wU^' an^t' 
bare been learned from E^ctetos — that it is sometimef gOvd 
Dot to be over-nituoaa: it sbowst that is pn^xtrtbn as ouv 
distresses encrease, the munificeDce of die croWn encreaue 
abo — in proportion as oar ck>th«s are rent, the royal raantte 
is extended over us! 

'" But DOtwittistandiiig die pension )iit, likechari^, covers 
a multitade of ans, give me tea've to sajij that the crown iit 
CKtendUng its duurity, its HberaKty, its proftwiirfi, isUylbga' 
foundation for an independenoe of parUeanent ; for hereafter} 
instead of orators or patriots accounting ibr their conduct t6 
such mean and unWHihy persons iis freeholders and burgesses, 
diey will leara to despise them, and look v^ to the first man iii 
the state: for by so doing, they will hate this security for^thtiff 
ind^>eadeQee, that while any man in the kingdom has a shfl-i 
ling, they will not want one ! 

*' 3upposing that at any future tim^ -the boroughs of Ire' 
land ^ould decline from their present flouriaHt^ ahdprospni- 
OUB state -~ supposing they should flail into the bands of m«i 
who would wish to drive a profitable commerce, by having 
Members of Pariiament to hire or let ; in such a case, a Secre- 
tary would find great dMculty if the' proprietors of memberi) 
should enter into a combinatien toform a monopoly; to prevent 
which in tim^ the wisest way is to purcbase up th^ ram mate^ 
rial, young Members of Pariiunent, just rough from grass, 
and when they are once bitted, and he* has got e pretty good 
stud — perhaps of seventy — he inay laugh, in his turn, at 
the slave merchant ! 

** Some of them he may teach to sound throng the nb^ 
lijce a barrel oi^an; some of them might be taught, in the 
course of a few mcoiths, to cry hear 1 hear I,— diair ! chair ! 
Again, he might have some so trained that he need only pull 
a string, and up gets a repeating members and if any of than 
grovs so dull, that they could neither speak nor make motion^ 
he might have them taught to danoe, pedibus ira in sententia. 
This improvetnent indeed might be extended; he mig^t 
we them dressed in cdate and riiirta all c^one colour, and of 
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a Saadaj, lie could march them U cbnrdi, two bjr two, to the 
great edification of the people, and the iionour of the Chris- 
tian JreUgion -<- afterwards, Uke ancient Spartans, or the 
fraternity of Kilmainfaam, the; might dine all together in a 
large faali. OooA heaven ! whi^ a sight to se^ them feeding: 
in public upon pubhc viands, and talking en public sal^ects 
for the benefit of the public. It is a pity th^ Me not im- 
mortal — but I hope they will flourish as a corporation, and 
that pennoners will beget penHoners to the end of the 
chaptw I" 

It tna^ be readily supposed, that Mr. Curran joined -bii ' 
two friends, Mr. Grattan, and the late Mr. Ponsonby, on the 
grand question rdative to Catholic emancipati<Hi. Indeedi 
duri^ tlie winter of 1796, whai the-former of these moved 
'* that the adroisHbility of persons professing the Cathcdn 
religi<Hi, to seats in parliament, was consistent with the safety 
of the crown, and the connexion of IreUnd vith Great 
Britain," we find him warmly supporting that position. Hd 
b^an by expressing his indignation at the despicable attenqit 
to skulk from the discusdon of so important and so necttsary a 
question, by the affectation of an appeal to discretion. If the 
oiemies of Irelaind, fdt any indination to become acquainted ' 
with their discussions, it mi^t aa w^ be proposed to conccAl 
from them the course of the Danube er the Rhine, as tk* 
course of a debate in that assembly, " which was as winding, 
and aa muddy as rither of these rivers." " So irightfoUy 
disunited and divided are we," adds this member " Uiat vi 
could not venture to trust ourselves with the possesion of our 
own 'freedom; for we are all anunated as bile man, agtuiut 
il^dreasing our grievances." 

Ha then entered into a detail -of the Popery laws; thesfi 
were aomewhat relaxed In 1778, and the consequences 
even of a- partial union irith dieir countrymen, was, that 
the imited effiirts of tiie two bo^es, restored that constitution 
which -had been-'lostt^ their separation; "in 1789, you be- 
4A0W fi«e ; . your CathoUe briitbreB shar^ the dangers of the 
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xntiflict, but you had not jiuttce;Or gratitude to let them share 
the iruits of the victory. 

<* I now cell upon the House to cohsider of the necessiQr of 
acting with a social and conciliatory spirit. A disunited 
natioa cannot long subsist 'With infinite n^ret must any 
man look forward to the aliaiation of three millions of our 
people ; and to an unexampled degree of subserviency and 
corruption in the fourth ; and I am sorry to think, that in case 
of such an event, the inevitable conseqa^ice would be an union 
with Great Britain. And if any one desires to know, what 
that would be, I will tell him : it would be the emigration of 
every man of consequence from Ireland ; it would be the 
participation of Britlih taxes without British trade ; it would 
be the extinction of the Irish name as a pec^la We shduld 
become a wretched colony, perhaps leased out to a company 
of Jews, as was formerly in contemplation, and governed by 
a fow tax-gatherers, and exctsemra, unless possibly you may 
add fifteen or twenty couples of Irish members, who might 
be found every session sleeping in thdr collars under the 
msQger of the British minister. 

" I cannot foresee future events," adds he, towards the con- 
clusion; " I caimot be. appalled by the fiUur^ for I cannot 
see it, but the present I can see, and it is big with danger. It 
■ n14y.be the crisis of political li^ or political extinction ;. and 
now is the time, iatrly to state to the country, whether 
they had any thing, and what, to fight for ; whether they, were 
to stni^le for a connection of tyranny, or of privil^;e ; wh^ 
ther the administration of England will condescend to for- 
give the insolence of her happier days ; or whether as . the 
beams of her prosperity have wasted and consumed us, so the 
very frx>st of her adversary shall perform the ddeterious dEscU 
(^fire, and bum up our privileges and our h<^>es for ever." 

The speech of Mr. Curran at the bar of the House of Com- 
mons of Ireland, in behalf of Lady Pamela Fit^rald and 
her children, has been generally deemed one of .his most 
'rilliant efiusions; but we lament, that it is too long for.inser- 
on in this place. 
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It isDot a little ungular, that of all, or nearly all the Iruh 
lawyers of hia day, with a splendid exception on the part of 
the late Mr, Ponsooby — Mr. Curran alone, leeini to have 
remained firm and unmored in his political principles and at- 
tachments. This Abdiel-like uniformity, subjected him to 
many mortifications, and rendered many celebrated men his 
oiemies. He himself, however, boldly and fearlessly perse- 
vered in the path which he had first chosen, and in spite of 
every opposition, moved on in' a career equally brilliant and 
singular. His frequent disputes with Mr. Fitzpbbcm, at 
length ended in a duel, in which no blood was indeed shed; 
but oa the other hand, no concessions on rither side took 
-place. Yet it was supposed, that all former animosities were 
from this momoit buried in oblivion ; and there is, indeed, 
reason to imaging that after this, no altercotioD actually todt 
place either in the course of law, or the House of Commons; 
This gentleman, however, was soon after promoted to the 
seals, and became a peer of parliament by the title of Lord 
Clare.* In this new capacity, they again met, but in very 
different pontions ; the ooe being Lord Chancellor, and the 
other a leading counsel at the Chancery bar, with a ulk gown 
and a blue bag full of brie& to the very top. But Mr, Cur- 
ran soon found, that he was not received with the same atten- 
tion and pditeness, as during the days of Lord Lifibrd, when he 
was but a young practitioner, or at the period when the seals 
were in commisuon, and the office filled for a time by the 
Archbishop of Dublin, and the Chief Justices, Carlton and 
Bradstreet. On the contrary, he experienced nothing but 
fi-owns ; his motions were discountenanced, bis arguments were 
always questioned, his law was constantly doubted ; and so 
marked and personal ia said to have been the opposition oa 
the part of the court, that not a single client was left him at 
the end of term. A little before his death he was known to 
have estimated his actual loss at the sum of forty thousand 

* Lord Tiuglbboa, VueouDt rniJtiiJilMM, and S«l of Clin,'>iu DominMcilLoid 
CWcclbiaf InUad, Jun«ao,17S9. 
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pcniDd* *,' and this I>erhapa will accouitt for the smalkew of 
his fortune iriiidi at hia denue, prorad to be &r mftridrto 
what hia neamt t^adva had sni^KMed. ' ■ 

The unfae^ipy insurrecjioD that aftctTards took plaoe in 
Ireland, indeed, brought him a number. of new dieats; for 
after it had been bi^pily quelled, nearly oil those tried elthi^ fop 
sedition or treason, endeavoured to retain him as an adrooate;' 

He accordingly became their official ddE^ider;' and in that 
cqiacity exerted himself with a degree of vigour, doqueooa^ 
and supcesB, that had not been often equalled. But it is te 
be recollected, *' that of some he was the vohmtaiy .unfeed de*' 
fender; while the distressed situation and faOen fbrtnnes o£ 
ethers, prevented the posubility of an adequate Devwrd." -. '- 

Mr. Cnrran, hdwever, contrived tt^ live like a gentlemanf 
ind both at his country-seat, as well as in BuHii^ contimied t* 
exerdse the rites of hospitality, with a spirit peculiar t« hi| 
conntrymeo. His table was constantly open to all mdk as 
tlTsd in intimacy with him ; and emy Ep^ishman, propoij 
recominended, was sure to find a faewi:y weloonie under his 

TOOC 

At leng& anew, fortunate and doabtless mie^>ected epoch 
occurred in his life, whifB if it did ik4 raise him to- the 
bendi or decorate him with a title, at least secured a respect- 
able ^nd hononrabte retreat for his old age. The event t* 
which we now allude, was the sudden advancement of Mr. 
Fox, in 1806, to the post of Secretary of State, in conjnnc- 
tion with Lord OrenviUe, with whom he had just formed a 
coalition. In c(»seqaence of diis diange in England, a eoi^ 
reqxmdent one of course toc^ place in Ireland, and Mr. Poa- 
aofiby was immediately invested with the seids. The new 
laxd C3iaiicellar could not endure to aee his former ool- 
leagbfe in retirement, and almost in di^^aoe, while be natr 
occupied so high a staUon in that country, fin the xi^ts, 
libatiei, and pro^rity of which, they bad both oefttended 

1* bdoK Ui daaike, to tbe wiitn orthit 
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side by ude in the Hoiue of Comnotu duiat^ to nanyyear*. 
Bbt many dlffienhke existed, nU> tbe precise ntnation which 
Mr. Curran ought to occu{^. Like other veterans at the bar* 
he doubtlflsB loidied towardB the bcndi for an asylum, during 
the nemainder of his d^: (at he bad now attained tbe 
ftfty-axth year (^ bis life : andhad q>ent no fever than thirty^ 
five of tlieae at -tbe bar. But as it was necessaty to fill wme 
intermediate station tor a short tim^ and as the new niiiUBtera 
were not disposed to remove a very able and usefiil Attom^r 
Geunal entirely for his sake ; another expedient was necumed 
ta 

Accordingly, the 'Ri^t Honourable Sir Michael ^nth, 
^ea Master of the .Rolls, was prevailed upon to retire on 4 
paonon ; and Mf. Gurrau'was inunediately nominated bis su^ 
oetsdr, with tbe usual appointment to a aeat at the Counol 
Board. That tins n^otiation should be thus speedily closed, 
was on the whole a very fortunate circumstance, considering 
the events that speedily ensued ; for had not tbe ^pointment 
then taken plac^ it could never have been effected, as the new 
admioistration was not suffered to remain more than a few 
months in office. , 

Unhi^ily, bovevw, during the n^otiaUon alluded tit 
above, Mr. Ponsonby, by way of focilil^ng the exchange^ 
consented to grant an annuity to one of the sdiwrdiinatc 
officeis, who had xetired along with bis t^iief ; Init tbe sew 
Adbstef of the Rolls, yrho does not appear ..to have been 
priMy-to diis transaction, resistad its 'completion, and defended 
hu donduct in a letter to the Right H<mourable H^iry Gist? 
taOt M. P., a common Jriend to both partiesi . 

Hiis unfortunately produced an immediate and irrcparablA 
breach ; after irtiich, Mr. Ponsonby, actuatedi by a high seQse 
of honour, paid tbe annuity for some years, out of his cMm 
private fortune. , v 

Meanwhile Mr. Curran exerted himself in dischargiag the 
duties of his new office, which had hitherto been generaUy 
considered as a rniecare; while that of tbe.siune desorifrtion 
in England, as sffiears by the omduct of the disdnguisbed 
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lawyer who lately exercised its' fimctioiu, ii (»ie of the most 
taborious, as weir as respectaUe legal departtnenU' under the 
crown. 

The subject of this menwur seenu actOBUy to hare rendered 
it effective in Irdand also, for we find that in one instance, 
which has been fortunately recorded, he made a most exem-, 
|daty decision. This was ih the case.of Merry versus " one 
John Power a Popish |»rtest," who proved to be the Bight 
Reverend John Power, D. D. titular Bisfabp of Watet&rd. 
The heir at law hoped, in strict conformity to ancient practice, 
to annul a lew inconsiderable l^aciea to some poor old women, 
under pretext of their being bequests ^^ Ptqiish and super- 
stitious uses i" but his " Honour," after strongly condemning 
the principle, octimUy dismissed the cause with fidl costs; 
This judgment was in strict accordance with his own notions, 
in reapet^ to " Catholic emmicipation ;" and it must be al- 
lovred that it would hare been in direct violation of both law 
and equity, had he made any distinction, merely proceeding 
from religious pr^dices. 

Mr. Curran held the office of Master of the Rolls in Ireland, 
during the space of about seven years. At the end of that period, 
finding his health on the decline, he was prevailed on to 
resign ; and a' previous trea^ having accordingly taken place, 
the Right Hon. Sir William M'Mahon, Bart.* was pnnnoted 
to the vac«it office in 1814. He now found himself for the 
first time in his life, exempt from care, iree, independent, and 
without controul, with " all. the world before him:" the diffi- 
culty, perh^B, was where to ' " dioose." Being determined, 
however, to leave Ireland, he r^ured to this country ; whence 
he soon after took a journey to France. Having crossed the 
Straits of Dover, in company with a respect^e fi'ietn) *, he 
landed at CoIms, and thrice proceeded to Boulogne. Hav- 
ing always exhibited a tast« for poetry, while contemplating 
the bases of the pillar intended to have been erected in honour 
to Buonapute^ by the French army, he penned on epigram in 
liis chuse, on (he sudden rise and fill of that cel<i)rated inan; 

.• Ab.Wtbba, ■ acntltBU, amr onaniuttf Puli. 
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*' To He Ex-Emperor t^f France. 
** When Ambttton UUina her detire, 
" How Bm-ttme miut Bmtle at the joke : 
" Yparosf in K pillar of fire, 
" Tou link in a pillar of tmoke !" 

After thk he visited Paris a second time, fer he bad been there 
beCore, in 1802, and on this occauon exhilrited a cfinsiderable 
d^re« of fiuniliari^ with the language of ihe country. The 
palace of the Louvre still contuned all that was rare or 
estimaUe in respect to the fine arts. The grand collection of 
statues thai occupied the baAement sbny; while the gallery 
above exhibited the greatest and noblest coUection of ^ pictures 
that the hamwi eye had ever at one time beheld. The horses 
taken from Venice, yet occupied their pedestals in front of the 
nuillenes ; and the lion of St. Mark seemed to wonder at 
boi^ tranrierred to the front of the Hospital of' the Invalids. 

IC^ly pleased and gratiiied with every thing that he be- 
IkU, Mr. Curran returned once more to England, where he 
spent the succeeding winter. In the course of the next year, 
be again passed over to his native country, and remained 
some time at his seat near Dublin. But he now found him- 
■rif attacked by a variety of complaints ; and in the autumn 
deemed it necessary to return for the purpose of spend- 
ing the wint^ in the vicinity of London. Shunning the 
crowded streets and noxious air of the metropolis, he now 
tocdc up his abode in Amelia Place, Brompton, bdng actuated 
with the hope that an asthmatic aflection with which he was 
troubled, mt^t be there alleviated ; and he accordingly ap- 
peared to obtain some relieC 

Notwithstanding every precaution, however, his iatal hour 
n^dly ^^oacbed. From two seizures of a paralytic kind 
he recovered, and that to such a degree that he walked out and 
aaw his friends, occasionally, as before. But a third proved 
&tal ; and he died after a short illness on the evening of the 
13th <A November, I8I7. 

Thus ceased to exist, in the 67th year of his age, the Right 
Hon. John Curran, a nuiQ of hi^ attainments and no incon- 

VOL. II. K 
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siderable d^ree of cdebrity : a patriot, a poet, a man of wit, 
a lawyer, and a legislator. 

In the first of tljese capacities, he always evinced a hearty 
attachment to the interests, of Ireland : her commerce, her 
rights, her privileges, and her independence, anterior to the 
union, were warmly and zealously advocated by hipi. ' But these 
claims were never made or supported in opposition to her .con- 
nection with England ; on the contrary, he deemed the attain- 
ment of them expressly necessary for the prosperity and advan- 
tage of both countries. As to the grand question of "Cathojic 
emancipation," he was then- in a small minority ; but Mr. PUt, 
previously to his demise, and Lord Castlereagb, as well as Mr. 
Canning, subsequently to that event, have both, inclined ,to.the 
same opinion. 

As a poet, it has already been observed, that Mr. Curran 
possessed a strong inclination to cultivate - the muses; and he - 
did not oder up his vows at their shrine in voin. Of his com- 
positions, which, as may be conceived by every one acquainted 
with his character, were chi^y of a gay and lively nature, 
the. vrriter of .this article posseBses a considerable collection, 
^e first intended to be mentioned here, is entitled, the 
;* Plate Warmer," which is unhappily too long for inser- 
tion. The sut^ect consists of the family quarrels of Jupiter 
and Juno, and as the " father of gods and men" was often 
reduced to eat a cold nieat after being heartily scolded; and 
Venus, out of pure compassion, determined to solicit Vulcan 
for (he aid of his skill at those unhappy .moments, when : 

" His kuifd'aDd fork, unused were crOEs'd, 
His temper aad his dinner lost; 
For ere the vesper pe^ was done. 
The viands were aa cold as Etone. 

" Tliis Venus saw, and grieved to seei 
For though 'he thought Jove rather fre'e, 
Yet at his idle pranks she smiled, 
.As wanderings of a bear't begiuled i 
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' " Nor Vondered, if astray be run, . 

For well she knew her scape-grace son; 
' And who can hope bis wsy to find, 
' When blind, and guided by the blind? 
Her 6nger to her brow she brought, 
And gently touched the source of thought; 
The unseen fountain of the brain 
Where fancy breeds her shadowy train." 

On application to the celestial blacksmith, to whose snenfil 
she now repairs in great state, he excjaims : ' 

■ ' " And could'st thou vainly hope to find 

■ A power the female tongue to bind ? 
Sweet friend ! 'twere easier far to drain 
The waters from tb* unruly main) 
Or quench the stars, or bid the sun 
No more his destin'd courses run. 

" Thine other wish, some mystic charm 

To keep the suSerer's viands 'warm, : 

I know no interdict of fate, 

Which says that art Diajm't warm a plate l-~ 

" The model too, I've got for that : 
I take it from thy gipsy-hat; 
I saw thee thinking o'er the past; 
I saw thine eye-beam upward cast ; 
I saw the concave catch the ray 
And turn its course another way; 
Beflected back upon thy cheek, 
It glow'd upon the dimpled sleek I" . 

I^e two foDowing sonnets are of a plaintive cast. 
I. 
" Thou Emblem of Faith. 
" WriUen on returning a Hiug. 
'< Thou emblem of faith, thou sweet pledge of a passion 
That beav'n has ordain'd for a. happier than met 
On the hand of the fair, go resume thy lov'd station, 
And bask in the beam that is. lavished on thee. 
N 2 
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And when some put iceae iby ranembrance recaJling, 
Her boMm shall rise to the tear that ■■ Tallhigt 
With the traiuport-of Jove tiiaj no angniah cambine. 
But the bhw be all her's, and the niff'ring all nune. 

" Bat ah ! bad the ringlet thou lov'st to nuroond. 

Had it e'er kiw'd the rose on the cheek of my dear. 
What ransom to bny thee could eve^ be found? 

Or what force from my heart thy possession covid tear ? 
A motuner, a soff'rer, a wand'rer, a stranger. 
In sickneas, in sadnesS) in pain, or iii danger, 
Next that heartwoold I wear thee till iU last pang nas o'er, . 
Hien together we'd sink, and I'd pvt thee no more." * 



'■ Limbs wsitten at Kichmohd. 

•* On the saiqe spotirbere weeping Tkomum paid 
The last sad tribute to bis Talbot's shade ; 
A« bsmble mose^ by fmid remembrance led. 
Bewails the absent where he maum'd the dead. 

** Nor differs much the subject of the strain, 
Whether of death at alumce we complain ; 
Whether we're sunder'd by the final scene. 
Or envious eeas disjoining roll between. 

" Absence, tbe dire effect, is still the same. 
And dealh and dulance differ but in name. 
Yet sure they're different if the peaceful grave 
From haunting thoughts its low laid tenant eave! 

" Alas t my fliendt were Pnmtience inclin'd, 
In unrelenting wrath to human kind, 
To take back every blessing that she gave, 

- From the wide rain she would memory save ; 

* Tlu( hu ben Mt unopic, uid u inicrtH in ih< " liidi ItfcIodUi." 
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" For tufmotyttill, with more than £gfft'B Mt, 
Embalmiqg tveiy grief that VDundB the heart 
Sits at the altar die had raic'dto woei 
And feeds the source whence tears must ever flow." 

As a lawyer, Mr. Curran had read sufiScient, perhaps, for 
bis ova purposed and those of his clients. It is not here 
meant to insinuate that he possessed the depth and research of 
a Coke, in one Bge, or the erudition and patience of a Har- 
grave, in smHher; but it ought to be recollected that his, 
practice^ move e^edally of late years, was chiefly connected 
with the criminal law and^ui Prita cases. The qualification 
alluded to seems, iifdeed, to be less attended to in the sister 
lungdon^ than witb us. We hot un&equently find a judge 
there^ condescending to crack ajoke on the bench ; or uttering 
a pun on an occasion that would have produced additional 
gloom and gravity on the brows of our ermined sages. Indeed 
we have been told, that a certiun vein of humour; frequent 
and apposite quotations from the classics ; with a dif}K>sition 
to diverge uid declaim, are often tx^rated in the gravest 
speedKH at the Irish bar. ' 

la croBfrK]uestioning an unwilling evidence ; in detecting the 
sinister motives of the informer ; in discovering the character 
of a pojured witness ; no one is allowed to have exhibited su- 
perior acutenesB ; while in bis eloquent appeiJs both to the he^' 
and understanding, he was frequently enabled to display the. 
ascend^ic^ of powerfol talents, so as to appal guilt and render 
innocence triumphant, with unutterable force and effect. 
Thus if the opinion of his couhtrymen and contemporaries be 
corroet, he must have occupied an exalted station on these occa- 
siofis in the ^es of the people of Ireland. He could be no 
commcm man, indeed, who, uniting two ^%at and distinct 
qualities, usually disjoined in others, in his own person, could at 
one and the same time display the technical skill of a Garrow, ' 
and the persuasive and overpowering eloquence of an Erskine. 

In respect to his person, Mr.. Curran was deficient in one of 
the qualifications which Cicero has considered as indispAisable 
in an orator. In point oT stature he was diminutive; in r«- 
H 3 
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spect to complexion,' Swarthy ; his hur was black and' short; 
and he was wholly inattentive in regard to erery article of 
dress. He was but little indebted indeed to the aid of the 
tailor, hatter, and shoemaker, for he did not study'fashionin 
his clothes, and never appears to have aspired at elegance. ■ 

In private life, he was both amiable and entertaining. Hi9 
voice was soft; his manners engaging; his wit occasionally 
sparkled like his Champaigne; and while be constantly. ex- 
hibited an uninterrupted strain of good humour, he could 
bear with the infirmities of others, to a degree scarcely credible 
in one of his spirit and temperament. 

In respect to his family, one event of a disagreeable iiature 
has already been mentioned, and it is not intended to dwell 
upon it here. Tliree sons and two daughters survive him; of 
the former <^ these, two were bred to the bar ; and a third i* 
a capt^n in the navy; while of the latter, one remains single, 
and the other is married to the Rev. Mr. Taylor, a clergyman ' 
of the Church of England. 

The fortune he left behind him is but small, l>eing estimated 
at somewhat less than 18,000/. To those acquainted with his 
ordinary habits, which were far from being expensive, this sum 
did not equal their expectations; for his income was supposed, 
to have amounted to about iOQOl. per ann. while his establish- 
ment, of late, was small and unostentatious. 

The corpse of Mr, Curran, inclosetl in an outward coffin of 
lead, was kept above ground, at his apartments. No. 7, Amelia- 
place, Brompton, during a period of fidl three weeks. This 
circumstance, doubtless, proceeded from the absence of his 
will, which had been left in Ireland; for it was supposed by 
some of his family, that it contained a clause enjoining that his - 
remains should he buried near to those of a dearly beloved' 
mother*, in the church-yard of Newmarket, in the. county 
of Cork. 

■ Her rouden liimB wu Pliilpct ; and afier tbe dcstli af hn biubtud, die lived fiv 
■ COnHderable period umterihe roof of her ton," who ilwi^a treated her *Uli » degrte of 
MtcDtion tnitj filitJ. . 
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At length, aa the morning of the 4di of NoTember, they 
were dc^xwited in the church of St. Pancroi, in the coimty 
of Middlesex. To one so distinguished, the Abb^ of WeBt- 
minster, where his booes might have reposed among tboee 
of the great men of England, was considered as the most aj^ 
propriate place by many of bis admirers ; but it is said, they 
will be speedily transferred to the country that gave him birtbj 
where a monument, worthy of his talents and celebrity, is iiw 
tended to be erected to hia memory. 

ITiefimeral was conduct^ in a modest and simply but r^ 
spectable manner ; and what is not a little remarkable, with an 
exception of the members of his own family, consisted chidly, 
if not wholly, of men of letters. 
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1 o the names of a Stewart, a Simpson, and a MacUurin, 
all distrnguished geometriciang and natives of Scotland, may 
now be fa.\i\j added that of the BUbject of the present meDKnr. 
Hip life more varied by iDcidait-«od adventure, than that of 
anyone of his countrymen, who have beenjuat named, afibrds, 
of course, a wider scope for reflection, and a larger range for 
bic^iraphy. It is connected, indeed, with the history of the 
times in which we live. 

James Glenie, a man of singular endowmrats, was bom in 
1750; in that fertile tract of country, h^pily situate on the 
shores of the Forth, and the German Ocean, formerly called 
the " kingdom," and now the shire of Rfe. The precise spot 
was designated by him, with t<^x>graphical exactitude : for he 
always boasted during the whole course of his Hf^ " that he 
first BBW the light of heaven, in that very parish which hod the 
honour to produce one of the most illostrious, and unfortunate 
of the sons of Caledonia." By this he plainly indicated that 
extraordinary man, whose early talents and rare endowments 
have readily obtiuned for him the E^pellation of the " admir- 
able Crichton." 

His fetfaer had been an officer of the army, a sturdy veteran 
«4io had (ought, and perhaps, bled for his country, dnring 
many hard campaigns. He is said to have heea present both 
in the fuld of Dettbgen, and, at the siege of Belldele; events 
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"whidb he wm ncoutraKKl to mentioEi with an honest pride. 
It^jpetri ixota ao authentic dooument, that the C^kmh, and 
mlauf^ter were hath living in 1777, at which period, tbey 
raided in the parish t£ Letlie, idwat eight miles irom die Mva 
ef Kircaldy. 

Yonng Oloiie, *aB is unul in the northern portion of this 
island, receved the rudimente o£ his education at a paroehial 
sehotd. At a proper age, bows? ef, he repaired to th# Udk 
wKait;^ of St. Andrew, wbare both Knox and BuehaiMii 
had been studrats. 

i&re he certainly either displayed, or attained sudi a stdK 
in the Gredc and Latin languages, as would have entitled hiA 
to respect, evoi if he had not disclosed an early taste tbr 
the E^enees. Bat Uie bent and structure of his mini^ 
admurably fitted him for geometry. Sucb was his pro- 
ficiem^, that in 1769, when in the mathematical class, hfe 
obtained a prize for the aecond time, on account of hl« ex- 
celloice in that department. This consisted of a work, still 
in high r^ut^ entitled, " Elements of Geometry, by Thomas 
Simpson, F. R.S^ 2d edit 1760." It was a present from 
lliomas the dghth Earl of Kintiool, then CbanceHor <^ his 
College, and who conducted himself with such liberality t* 
xoen of talents, ss to be considered a northern Mec«naS. 
Here foHows the Latin address, printed frmn the ori^nsl 
nanuBcript version, prefixed to the work in question : 

" Ingenno raagnceq. spei Adolesoenti < 

JACOBO GLENIE 

Pro|rter inognes m Artibus humanioribus Frogressas in ClasM 

MiUhanstiea secundo, Prsamium hoc laterflriiun, exseiitetatia 

PrcEpositi et FrofeBsonim Coll^ii St. Salvatoris 

et 8ti. LeOnardi : 

DEDIT : 

Nobilisumus D. Comes de Kinnoull Academiae ad Fanijm 
Aodrse^ Cancdlvins pridie Idus Aprilis A.D. 1769. 

Quod Testor. Joarses Ytnivo, f. f. 
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NotwitfaBtaQdins : his early aod eminent - aUainm^ts in 
matbematjcs, Mr. Glenic^ was originally destined for holy 
Mders. He accordingly ^tended tbe divinity class *, and ap- 
pears to have paid great attention to. his studies; for in ad> 
dition to hix other acquirements he was a keen polemic and 
a theolf^ion, well versed in all the nicAies and distincticois 
of his art. Ko one was better acquainted with tbe .tenets'cf 
the , various .churches thftt are either established or tderated 
throughout Kurppe, than himself . He,was accustomed to argne 
most learnedly, acutely, and metaphysically, on the doctrinet 
of transubstantiadon, and consubstsntiaUon ; and like men in 
general, appeared finally, to lean towards the creed of that sect, 
for tbe jniniatry of which he was. expretidy educated. Had he 
proceeded, therje can be little doubt,- but that like Dr. Mat^- 
thew Stewart, fotherofMr.DugaldS. who was one of its 6ma<- 
ments, he would have so distinguished himself by hi& geome* 
trical talents, as to have been. invited, to the mathematical 
chMr of on? of the five Universities . of bis native country. 
Liketh&t same professor too, he. would doubtless have lefts 
great name behind him. 

A favourite pursuit necessarily becomes a ruling one, and 
ihat in which a young and ambitious individual excels,. is 
most likely to tincture the fiiture character of his life. Tliia 
was precisely tbe case in the instance now before us : for 
whether it was, that, a presentation to a Kirk, did not xeadily ' 
occur, or that tbe memory of the exploits of bis father, in 
conjunction with his own excellence in a science intimately 
connected with the. art of war, occupied and inflamed his 
youtbfol ima^nation ; certain it is, that he was at length 
smitten with a passion for distingaishing himself as a military 
man. 

Here again, that early reputation for talents which afterwards 
proved so serviceable to his countay, readUy paved the way for 

• The letrntd ind Revtnnd Doctor Ficnoo, of ChclMi, fbnlKrlj MinliUr of <ht 
Engliih Chuicb «i AmttnduB; ind the Ute DrWlliimTlitiiiiKin, of Kenni^oot 
nuifUr of •liiifellow-itiiteiu. 
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Us, adrancement. - The Professors of St. Andrew's, proud of a 
student, than whom few, perhaps, had more distinguished 
themselves, since the epoch of Buchanan, determined if pos^ 
uble, . to gratify his wishes ; and on this occasion they wer£ 
doubtless joined by their worthy and. accomplished Chancel- 
lor. .' An application was accordingly made to the late 
General Lord Adam Gordon, uncle to the present Duke of 
Gordon, and at that period Commander-in-Chief of the forces 
in Scotland. This nobleman immediately acceded to thnr 
wishes; and in the course' of arfewi months more, we'actually 
find Mr. Glenie a candidate for' the artillery at Woolwich. 

To a mind so lifted, nothing conid be more facile than the 
^>[dication of geometry to fortification, and the doctrine of 
projectiles. Accordingly, after'a>short course, and a satis- 
&ctory examination, he was declared fuUy qualified for a 
commission; and be actually obtained one soon after without 
any difficulty. 

A contest between the mother-country, and her American 
colonies, unhappily took place in the year ]77S. On this 
occasion, it was deemed necessary to send a large body of 
bodi native and foreign troops across the Atlantic, and these 
were accompanied by formidable detachments of artillery, an 
arm, in which Great Britain at that period, greatly excelled 
the insuigents ; as she undoubtedly surpasses all Europe at the 
present moment. 

Mr. Glenie, arrived in the harbourof New Yoric, at a time 
when every thing assumed a most' prosperous and imposing 
aspect. General Howe had penetrated to the Chesapeak, 
e£^ed a victory at Brandy-wine, and captured Philadelphia; 
while Burgoyne seized on Ticonderoga, and arriving on the 
banks of the North River, already proclaimed fais espectatioDS 
of an easy conquest.. 

Our Lieutenant of artillery was inunediatdy placed under the 
orders of General St. L^r *', uncle to the gay and accom^ 
plished Colonel) once so wdl known in the circles of fiishitm ; 
snd,'8ach 'already was his reputation, that he appears to have 

• Ha then poMeiwd th* nnk of Calami oalf. 
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beec either the sole officer, or at least the Eenior in comtnand 
In his own department, during the expeditioi) no« meditated. 
TW detachment to which h« appertained, experienced a 
TOfie^ of privations, and was ^posed to &r mture perils from 
the close and difficult nature of the country, tiian the ^ord 
of the ^aay- Having at lei^th formed a junction on the 
Mofa^vfe river, with Cokmd Johnson and a considerable bod; 
of lodiWs, it w&a determined, in pursuance of secnt bistruo 
tions, tp lay u^to, and c^ture Fort Staawix, an importani 
out-post, -then occupied by an American garrison, under 
Colonel .Gansevorte. Accordingly on the arrival of the troops 
the place was invested, and summoned, while batteries were 
raised under the immediate superintendance of the sub^ 
ject of this memoir. Having succeeded in out-flankiog th« 
enemy's defences, and maintaining a great superiority of fir^ 
no doubts were entertained of an immediate surrender. But 
in the tourse of the very night, when every thing was com- 
pleted for all assault, the cannon of the Americans being 
sil^iced; his Commander received the miplessing'inteUigwiiej 
that Colonel Baum, with a considerable body of the north' 
em army, had been surrounded at Bennington, and Hoi 
Burgoyne himsdf, was actually in danger of being captured. 

Such melancholy and aoprosperous tidings, produced a 
sudden and immediate retreat. Accordingly, ioag before break 
of day. General St. L^er decamped, Indiana and all, and 
so secret and rajud were his motiims, tbftt he actually forgot 
to send intelligence of his intentitms to LieBtenant Glmlej 
then serving in the mtrenchments. Certain it is, that this 
officer first rececved the aUrming and nnespectsd news, from 
one <^ his own gunners; and at be and Ms ortillier^en 
TouU have been ineviti^ly destroyed, had they attempted U> 
move by day-light, taking counsel from his intrepidity altme, 
he deCemuned to assume an a{^>earance of unuuial confidence. 
Accordiq^y, the fire was .raiewed on bU points and ^ree-' 
ttoos with redoubled vigour ; and by enfilading Aeir nvrks,' 
he ao occutHcd the attentum of the garrisgn, who lucki^ w«w 



dpyGooglc 



MH. GLENIE^ 189 

not Airare of his critical situation ; that be could, uid would 
have taken the fort itself had he possessed bat a few stddien 
to wmtBoe the appearance <^ heads of coiunms. 

A retreat being now the only coarse left him to pursue, he 
contrived t» effect his e8c^>e in such a judicious manner, that 
he carried off every man bdonging to his own corps; end 
F with tmexampled celerity, through woods, across 
, and over rivers, arrived at head qoarters, to the 
utter astonishment of all; who supposing that he had been 
Merificed in order to ensure the safety of the troops, of course 
had pndicted, that the whole of the artillery squad was 
eitiber killed or tdten prisoners. 

No sooner did intdligmce of this gallant albir, which dis- 
pli^red equal skiU and fordtude, arrive in England, than the 
late Marqilis Townshend, a brave man bimsellj and the con- 
stant ftiaod and patron of merit in others, as a public mark of 
■ hn astaeni, instandy transferred the unknown object of this 
1 bvoor, irom the artillery to the engineers, which 
!, ti^ether with the reasons annexed, were notified 
ia the Ixmdon Gazette. 

It ^ipeaffi from a list of promotions found on his table at 
hisdtn^, diat in 1779, Mr. Glenie was aomiBated one of tb* 
" tbir^ FrsCtiliMier Engineers," and " second Lieut^naat;" 
be waa afterwards advanced to be first Lieutenant, ^^cb, 
estimsting l^ ooni^MraUve rank, placed faim in a respectable 
statsm. 

Meanwhile, die love of military glory, and the manory <^ 
fats latesohievetaait, had not obliterated, or even lessened for 
a aommt, that fervour in the cause of science, which ever aoi- 
tuCed his bosom. The rxteris vestigia Jltattma still burned 
wifih unceasHig ardour. 

He had loddly become acquainted with Baron Maseres, fflld 
to Uin he now trannnitted a' vwicly of important papeH) oa 
the mostabstruse sutjects. These Were read before the Royal 
Sode^, aad he «as actually admitted a member, like Dr. 
FraoUin, witlumt bong suti^ect to any fees, and not only without 
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liis-own solicitation, but even without his knowledge : .-for be ' 
was then serving in America. 

On his return to England, Mr. Glenie found that his feme 
had preceded him, and he was now received every where-with 
attention and respect About this same period he appears ■ to 
have married: the maiden name of his wife was Mis8..Maiyl 
Anne Locke, whose fether, for a considerable time, occu|Hed 
the respectable office of Store-Keeper at Portsmouth. H' is 
npt a little remarkable, that' this get^eman had five daughters,, 
who became-tbe wives of five officers, all of whoiQ were ' Scots- 
ipen. By this lady, who is still alivej he had three children, 
two of whom survive their father, and both occupy honourable 
aad advantageous posts under Grovemment. . . '' 

' At length in J 783, the late Marquis, then -Viscount Towns- 
hend was obliged to resign the high and r^pectablepofif-of 
Master-General of the Ordnance, a station of considerate 
nnolument, and most extensive patronage, which he had held 
during ten years. . His lordship was succeeded by Charles, 
Dilke of Richmond, Lenox, and Aubtgny, a nobleman,' who 
in the course of a pertinacious opposition to the American war,' 
bad evinced no mconsiderable talents for debate ; he had also 
acquired a high degree of popularity both iii England and Ite- 
laqd, by first promulging the idea of annual parliamenu aod 
■ universal sufTrage. Having seen the navy of Ekigland, in 1 779, 
reduced to the afflicting necessity of taking refiigc in the Bristol 
Channel, from the combined fleets of France and Spain, which 
had menaced the dock-yard of Plymouth and insulted the 
whole coast; he detamined on preventing such a disgrace in 
fiiture. Accordingly, instead of augmenting our ships,' and 
creating a new nursery for our seamen, his Grace conceived 
the romantic idea of fortifying all our naval arsenals and reii-~' 
(dering every important maritime station inaccessible to the 
assaults either of any- single power, or combined r naval 
force whatsoever. But his Grace had scarcely conceived his 
[Jan when, in consequence of the retreat of the ministry of that 
.(}ayi he wu succeeded by his n<d)le predecessor and rivaL'^ 
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l^et, by A Hew andsudden diang^ vhen -Mr. Pitt came into 
power, the Duke was reinstated ; and actually held his former 
distinguished station durii^ a long period of full twdve years. 
Being now firmly seated in power, and possessing the fuU con- 
fidence of a young, bold, eloquent, and able minister, he deter- 
mined to carry all bis projects into immediate execution. Hia 
Grace commenced, with due respect for official forms: accord- 
ingly he first assembled a board of officers and engineers, 
and with no great difficulty obtained a pretty general but notuna- 
nimpUB acquiescence to his dictates. It was not at all surpri^'ng 
that these gentlemen, some of whom were doubtless interested 
in the question, shouI<l advocate works of this description : but 
it. astonished the public greatly,- when certain sea-officers of 
considerable rank and character afibrded their cotmtenance to 
a pltUD calculated, in the first instance, to render the royal navy 
entirely unnecessary ; and which even if declared useful in a 
certain Jimilxd degree, by swallowing up the disposable funds 
of the nation, would ultimately preclude its encrease and even 
its employment. 

A little anterior to this, Mr. Olenie, as has already been 
mentioned, became first a husband and then a father. 

Some difficulties having occurred, about this period in' the 
ctmstmcdon of " Fort Monkton, and the neighbouring lines, 
on the part of bis superior officers, the aid of Mr. Glenie is said 
to have been invoked, and he immediately obviated them all, 
' with a facihiy that astonished every one. This event, as he 
was accnst<Hned to observe, proved on the whol^ disserviceable 
to him ; for if it added to his reputation, it at the same produ- 
ced'both jealousy and envy on the part of those- under whom 
lie was destined to serve. 

During the second administration ofthe Duke of Krchmond 
at the Board of Ordnance, he paid great attention to the sub- 
ject of this narrative ; who, like himself," was a'fdlow of the 
Royal Society. -He had read the papers addressed to the 
*The»ri(cr of tbutntdchu jtul been told b]r> Gclil-aSicer or tnillei}, thu tlwM 
voikf oould Mm wiiluund Uwio^wtiu of ihe tide, b*i9 Mr. Gleni* cooDirad, bj 
6>i»taUag \lte tVme mnlc, to reader ii capable of CTOtcadiog widk-theutmoiteQacu of 
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President, and sdaed every ppportumty of banpiuing and die 
tingiuBhing him both ja public and private. His Grace firankljr 
and fi-equ^itly acknowleged that he was more indebted to 
Mr. James Glenie, tbao to all his reading, for his knowledge 
of the principles of the art of fortification ; and so far did he 
at one time carry hi* admiration, that he deigned to designate 
hiniself as " his pupil." What a rare opportunity for advance- 
ment would this have afibrded to a servile spirit? How few 
officers of engineers could have resisted the blandi^ments, 
and caresses, and seductions of a Master-General of the Ord-< 
nance? But the mind of Glenie was formed in no ordinary 
or vulgar mould ; and on his opinion being demanded, he re> 
spectfiiUy, but firmly declared himself in direct {qsposition to 
the new schone of fbrtificatkms. The Dulc^ having obstiiMtely 
and unavailingly persisted in his conversion, he thai caiBnnir> 
nit^ted confidentially, to his Grace) that in his own private 
judgment his projects were in express <q^x)S)timi to all the 
rules of the art of war ; and he supported this doctrine by a 
fiuniliar recurrence to all the great masters both in andrait 
and modem times. 

It is not here meant to conv^ any idea of disrespect to the 
memory of the noblemaa in quesdixi, to whmn the writer of 
this memoir, when a boy, deemed it an h(»oor to be known. 
Hie Grace possened great and rare- gualificatioiis ; but it-must 
be inuikly owned, that towards die latter part of his life, he 
was unfortunatdy smitten with' a military mania, hi|^ly 
detrimeital to the best and dearest interests of his country. 
One (^^ bis o[qpoaent« in parliament, indeed, was accustomed 
to characterise bim as a new kind of " Unde Toby," who 
ooovqred his queries in casemates, where d^ta^ed data woe 
formed' so as to resemble advanced woi^ and who never 
picked his teeth without having recourse to a palisado I 

In 1785, the Master Goieral's grand plan wa»atl»^th sab- 
mitted ta parlittmentary inspection, and in the succeeding ee^ 
ma brought forward and bolstered up by the rare eloquence 
and «t«Bsive influence of Mr. Rtt, then Premier. Suf^rted 
by Aich wd^t and interest, there can be but little doubt that 
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Ae forty dr My mUlioos required for the execution of audi 
gigantic pngects would have been readily granted, but for the 
intervenUon of Mr. Glenie ; and how that was obtained and 
brought into action, will be here detailed in piint for the first 

lie lieutenant had always been attached to the Marqtut 
Townehend, who was his early patron, and had voluntarily 
and readily signalised his metita 1^ a rare and very flattenng 
eaterti<H) of authority. This noblanan vras now in the ghad% 
while his rival, the Duke c^ Richmond, basked in the 
sunshine of power ; but if his new, extroOTdinary, and ex* 
pensive speculations could be but once set aside, certain 
ruin and disgrace would, it was supposed, inevitably eosiie. 
lie late Mr. Courtenay, who with great wit, or at least great 
ftcetiousnese, united considerable talents, and was the confi- 
dential fiiend and secretary of the Ex-Master General, Inow- 
ii^ the declared opinion trf' Mr. Gtenie, determined to make 
him on instrument, not only for the advancement of the noble 
lord and himself; but also for the advantage of the state. He 
accordin^y invited this officer to his ovm house for a fcrw days ; 
wd he was never permitted to leave it nntO he bad composed 
that &mou8 pamphlet, which produced at one and the same 
time, the safety of his native country, and his own indiviw 
duid min t 

This work, entitled, " A Short Essay," socm engaged, and 
at length ^<^y occupied the public attention ; for it was con- 
nected with a brandi -of expenditure which threatened ti new 
nadonal debt, nearly as formidable as that which had Ittely 
been created by the American war. In this &r-&med piibU- 
cation, which passed throu^ several editions, be danonstrated 
that extauive Unes prodnce prol<Higed weakness, not strength: 
that fortifications serve but to invite the enemy into a fopcign 
oowUry, and famish him after his arrival with the most e&c- 
tual means t^ beccaning mastn of it ; and &ttt the troops 
oof^ted up wiliun these chains of redqidib*, would be far 
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more foimidable, as an active and moveable force, ag^nst an 
inTading enemy. He recommended the navy as the most 
natural and most efficient defence of Great Britain ; and he 
concluded by maintaining that this country must inevitably 
lose both the East and the West Indies, with her naval superio- 
rity. After a careful investigation of the siims intended to be 
laid out by the then Master-General of the Ordnance, he 
clearly proved, by a correct estimate, that they vrould exceed 
the whole capital required for building a new and complete 
fleet, superior to that of any nation upon earth ! How far' he 
was correct in hia ideas, let the succeeding war of 1 793, de- 
monstrate : for during its commencement and progress every 
thing was achieved by a superior maritime force. By its 
means, we were enabled to beat, and even to annihilate the 
navies of France Spain, and Holland ; to swe^ every sea 
in both hemispheres of every hostile force ; to carry die terror 
of the British arms to the shores of the Mediterranean, . as 
well as to the distant I^ypt ; and finally to conclude the war 
by the decisive victory bf Waterloo ! 

The Duke instantly took the field in person, and pub- 
Hshed a b<Jd, but ineffident reply to a dissertation, which to 
mathematical exactitude superadded a glowing and ardent en- 
thusiasm ; founded on scientific principles, it was aided, embel- 
lished, and elucidated by an able appeal to the testimony of both 
ancient and modem faiatoryi The effect must now ^^>ear in- 
credible. Sisera was doomed to foil by the hands^f a woman; 
and the Master General of the Ordnance of that day was laid 
prostrate, ' for a time, by the pei of a subahem officer of 
Engineers ! 

This little pamphlet, strange as it may appear, proved fotal 
to the Duke's mighty projects; and thus by securing the 
wealth necessary for the equipment of our fleets, preserved the 
Toyai navy fi-om decay, if not from destruction. Nothing 
could exceed the surprise and disOsntient exhibited by the 
House, on the production of bis new &ngl^ s<£emes. Gene- 
ral Burgf^me, who had been consulted, boldly denied bis as- 
sent; and dedued the board to have been surprised into a 
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seeming acquieacance, by the most extravagant hypotheiea. 
Colonel Barry, as usual, replied with keen and cutting sarcasm ; 
while Sheridan eminently distinguished himself on this occfr- 
sion by a very able speech. After insisting on the wanton 
waste of wealth, he concluded by pointing out the dangers 
likely to accrue to the constitution 'f Jo consequence of the 
vast addition to the military power of the crown, arising out of 
a permanent system of fortifications." 

The 'Minister, notwithstanding his popularity, found hin- 
sdf deserted by the country gentlemen, now both enUg^teped 
and enraged, and the ayes and noes amounting to exactly 
169, the Speaker's vote instantly negatived a system at once 
tdisurd, chimerical, and extravagant! 

The reputation of Lieutenant Glenie, was now assuredly in 
the ascendant; for such a mighty eifol-t had never been afdiieved 
before by an obscure and almost unknown individual, even in 
this country ; but the day of his humiliation, as may be readily 
supposed, was not &r off. If we are to believe the voice of 
&me, the great personage to whom we now allude, was not a 
little exasperated on the present occasion. Some allowances 
must indeed be made for the critical situation of a nobleman, 
long since deceased, but who then occupied one of the highest 
employments in the State. It cannot be doubted, but that the 
plans in question originated in the best as well as purest mo- 
tives; and yet, it was not a little mortifying to behold an offieer 
in his. own department, and under his immediate controul, not 
,<mly leaguing with his political enemies, but actually exulting 
over him ! 

Mr. Gleme's noble antagonist had not been driven- fivm 
power, as wtis expected, in consequence of his recent dis- 
comfiture. On the ctxitrary, after being defeated on the qoes- 
tion of " new," he actually contrived, at length, to obtain a 
parliamentary sanction for many of his projects, under the head 
of " repdrs of old fortifications." T^us the Duke triumi^ied 
in his turn ; and being a man of great talents and high charac- 
ter, was supported during the remainder of his ofi^dal career, 
by the whole weight of the administration of that ds^y. . , 
o 2 
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I^e ISeateaant, in the mean time^ cannot be supposed to 
have slept on a bed of roies. He had of^ded his superiors, 
and that too in a way not to be easily forgiven. AU inter- 
course with them was of course cut off; and every idea c^ 
pranotion banished for the preseht from his mind. He bad 
obtained considerable &me indeed, as an engineer, a man of 
letters, and a mathematician, in the course of the hJoe con- 
troversy. But however fiatteriiig these circunutances might 
prove, to an ardent and enterprising mind, yet he nev^ 
reaped any solid benefit from them. Those too, by wh<An he 
was now patronised, entertained but feeble expectations of 
bong restored to office ; and they were unable to affi>rd any 
thing but a distant hope to their adherents. 

Mr. Glenic^ soon aiter this, happened to be sent abroad, and 
during a considerable period was necessarily reposed to all the 
dangers and inconveniences arising from colonial service and 
unhealthy -climates. As his opinion was deemed (^ great 
weighty he also experienced frequent removals ; and being en- 
tirdy destitute of both patrimonial and acquired fortune, must 
erf* course have endured many personal inconveniracies ; for 
a wife and family were to be maintained out of the scan^ pay 
of a subaltern ! 

At liEsigtb, he is said to have consulted several distinguished 
leaders of opposition relative to his future conduct; and 
the result was a recommendation to withdraw; in addition 
to which he is reported to have obtained a writtm document 
from a high and reqiectable quarter, containing a promise of 
restoration and reinstatement I For the latter oircumstance, to 
which Mr. Courtenay was declared to have been privy, the 
writer of this article cuinot vouch, as he never saw the paper in 
qu«Btion ; but in respect to the former he entertams no doubt 
whatever. Accordingly, in an evil hour, this truly unfortunate 
cAcer, at length tehdered his resignation ; and that too at a 
time when he was entitled to promotimi. lliere can be but 
litUe doubt that this was an indiscreet step I 

Forsaking bis profession* his friaids, and his country, and 
relying implicitly on the moonsAnw of political promises, be ihiw 
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wnbarked with hia wife andddldreiijiie an adTentarer,fer BritiA. 
America ; and either obtained, or purchased for a trifling price, a 
consideiBbie tract of land in the province <^ New Brohswick, 
where his widow is actually settled at the presoit momcsit 

•Soon after his arrival, he was professionally craisulted by tiie 
Duke of Kmt, who then occupied a high station in oar por- 
tion of the Trans-Atlantic Continent, relative to the best means 
of preserving our rtanainJng possessions there. His Royal 
I£glmeBS| who, with great zeal for the public wel&r^ miites 
&e rar« talent of discerning the human character, at a single 
glance, instantly perceived his merits, and is 8U|^)osed to have 
obtmned a report from this able engineer, in which the meanp of 
str^igthening the defences of Halifax, a most important station, 
<both on account of its dock-yard and its geographical poHtion, 
were fiilly detailed. 

Mr. Glenie, now entered on a novel scene, and was hencefordi 
destined to act in a new character and capacity. This cotcmy, 
which had been recently severed &om Nova Scotia, was at that 
period af^tated by two political parties, called the " Upper " 
and the " "Loweat CoveB," from their respective places of abode. 
Tb^ latter were in opposition to the measures of the Governor ; 
and he having jcnned them, was returned as a Representative to 
the House of Assonbly. He had opposed the Master-General of 
theOrdnance; hehadopposed the President of the RoyalSodety 
at htHne * ; and he now once more opposed " the powers that 
be," in a for^gn and unknown land. Yet strange as this may 
•eem, it would be difficult to attach' any blame to his conduct ; 
nay he might and possibly was actuated by the noblest mo- 
tives, <m all these occasions. Those who knew him best m^n- 
^ tun that he was solely influenced by a spirit of independence, a 
love of jffopriety, and a noble contempt for injustice ; it would 
iqdeed be unfair to trace the conduct of a man, who on all, and 

* Mi.GIenicwig one of thoK irliooppned Sit Jowph Bitikt In I7B3,mpectiiielhe 
(Gfluiuionof Dr. Chu1« Huttoit, tbenFrofoiorc^ Miihemiiln in the Rajt\ Miti> 
UljAndinjiof Woohrich, from die office vf Coiraponding-SMKisi; to the Uopl 
Spflsqr. Od ilda otatkm, h* aetid is eoiyuDciion wiih Bishop Uonle;, Dr. Mi«k(- 
lTD«,lb«A><ionoiB»-Baj>l,Hr.M(t7, Sir Gaorgc Sbuckbucgb, Mr. T. B. Holtn, 
Bum Mhow, (te. ti. 

o 8 



"i.yGOOglC 



1^ UR.GLENIE.' 

every one'ofdieae events acted in direct hostility to his own' 
immediirte interests, to any improper source ! 

But if we fiTG to give full credit for tbe most honourable 
motires to this unfortunate gentleman, what can we say (^ bia 
nrnpUei^ when, und^ these drciunstances, he entered into 
cleep speculations, and actually became a contraclior for abip- 
timber, and masts for Government. The result will not sur- - 
prise any one. He and his partner, who is said to have been' 
K man of considerable opulence, were both ruined on this oc- ' 
casion ; and yet their successors, more politic, or at least more - 
fortunate, are said to have realised a sum of nearly 100,000/.. 
by the same individual prqect ! 

{t thus 'became necessary for Mr. Glenie to leave the forests 
vX North America, and banning the world anew, and at an 
advanced period of life, to search for bread and employment in' 
Europe. But alas ! he was now ^tirely forgotten, after an 
interval of so many eventful years. His friend. General Mel- 
ville, received him with op^i arms ; and Mr. Courtenay was 
still alive indeed, but old, inBrm, and about to retire from Par- 
liament : he readily recc^^nised, however, his merits and his 
services ; but he bimsdf had been stripped of office, and hod 
also outlived all his fiiends ! T\m subject of this memoir, 
however, found means to be introduced to some of thosethen in 
possesaon of power. Such, however, was his utter ignorance of 
the manners of a court, that he considered every smile an<{ bow, 
on these occasions, as an acquiescence in his clums, while a 
slight compliment was instandy construed into an immediate 
pledge for ensuring all his pretensions^ 

With that gOod-nature which has ever chm^cterised the -Earl 
of Chatham, this nobleman, during part of the time that he -' 
oocupied the office of Maater-General, is s^d to have retained, 
rather than to have employed him, as Engineer-Extntiordinaty. 
And wben tiie East-India Company formed an establishment 
for its young artilleryHsfficers, Mr. Glenie was recommended to 
the Court of Directors, to instruct their cadets, ivith a salary 
which, together with the abdumcnts, amounted to about 4o6a 
per a 
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This, however, proved to be but a short gUmpse of pTO»< 
perity, in the long and chsngeaUe life of this extraordinary: 
man, who was once more driven into want and obscnrity, by 
an utter ignorance of the world and its affiurg. The story 
shall be brief,' the particulars, indeed, are not wholly known to 
the writer of this article, who did not become acquainted with 
hi» history, until a considerable time afterwards. 

Daring a trial in which the fiunous Mrs. Clarke acted a 
consjHcnous part, Mr. Glenie appeared as an evidence, and 
in consequence of the questions put by the counsel on both 
sides, is reported to have stated some particulars, that proved 
highly c^ensive in a certain quarter ! But if he was sum- 
moned on this occasion, he was obliged to attend, and the 
solemnity of an oath imposed on him the obligation of telling 
the whole tmth ; if he appeared voluntarily, and of his own 
accord, it was the conduct of a man, who had not profited* 
even tiy the severest lessOns of adversity I 

Be this as it may, he was soon after informed by an official 
letter from the India House, that the Company had changed 
its plans — altered its establishment — and that his future 
setVicea were dispensed with. * All his new patrons, were 
lh»n this moment deaf to his B()plications, and he was once 
more thrown cm an unfeeling world, nnfriendkl, unprotected, 
and nnpatronised ! 

Soon after this, with that eagerness with which the unfoi^ 
timate constantly cfMivert hopes into realiUes, Mr. G. assented 
to a proposition on the part of a late member of parliament, to 
repair to Copenhagen, &r the purpose <^ n^|;otiating the pur- 
chase of a large plantation, with the pn^rietor of it, who re- 
sided in that capital. With his usual improvidence, he set 
■ out on this extraordinary mission, without any agreement aa 
to ronuneration, in the dark and gloomy month of Novem- 
ber, 1812. The voyage proved long and boisterous, and on 
his return during the succeeding year, with the loss of health 

* ll ii bui undid htrrta ttMc, that Mr. Gleni*, xhil* it Crojdon, rouM III bmok 
■ -raperior in power, who in ill prolMb'ililjr, wu hi inferiM >n rapect to KieBcc. Hii 
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aad Etrat^jHi, aind apinta, his dniiDS irere proposed to be sub- 
niitted to arbitratioii; but the nfeaxea could never agree ae to 
the campenBatioti to be awarded. From this voyage, and 
a severe concomitant illness, he never entirely recovered; 
it WHS undertaken ut a time of life, when exhausted nature 
demands repose; and the new and recent diaaj^imiment 
es^rieiiced on this occaaoo, appeared to have completed the 
dimax of his misfortunes. 

During all these perils, adv»ituies, and mortifications, Mr. 
Glenie, however, never once forgot the pursuits in which he had 
. exhibited such precocious attainments ; end these, from his early 
youth, to the very last mcsnent of his existoice^ be fimidly 
cherished. . The limits of this narrative, will permit no other 
than a bri^ exposmon of his mathematical labours. 

Amidst his early campaJgns in America, he cheered the 
BoUtude. of the surrowodiDg forests, and gave variety to. the 
occupations of a military li^ by a gaieral d^nonstratioa of 
the, " Binomial piohlem," which he instantly transmitted to 
Baron Maseres, who hasinserted it in his " Qcriptores Loga- 
rithmid." 

He afterwards conveyed to the Royal Society, a doooQ- 
stration of the cel^rated Dr. Matthew Stewart's " 12d Pror 
position, or 39th. Theorem," which had remained without 
solution, and puzzled the learned during a period of six^- 
five years. From the same head, in 1 792, proceeded the 
" Antecedentai Calculus^ or geometrical method of reasoning 
without any consideration of motion or velocity, applicable to 
eveiy purpose in which Fluxions have beei, or can be 
^»Ued." 

In 1811, was read. before the Royal Society, and afterwaids 
published in their transactions, his: &mous paper «ititied : 
*' Of the circle and the infinite incommensurability of it* 
aceSi to the square of the diameter, or of its circmnference tc^ 
the diameter; together with very usdul, and ri^id geome-r 
trical approximations for both." In the accompanying de- 
monstration, he has set public curiosi^ to rest, concemisg 
*' the squaring of the circle ;" by proving the impoasibility of 



,dDy Google 



MILOLEHIE. SOi 

k: & qaesdoa, which is supposed to have ei^aged din M- 
tmtioii, and to have eluded the research of the iUoBtrkMn 
Newton. This, there is reaaoQ to suppose, is the last work 
of any consequence, which came under his consideration. 

Towards the latter end of the year 1816, Mr. Glcmie re* 
tired from town, and hired apartments at Eabnry Hons^ in 
the vicinity (rf* Bdgrave-plac^ Pimlico ; to whidi be was paitfy 
moved by the consida-atioB of a better air, and partly with ihe 
hope of obtmning mathematical piqiils. Hu health, however, 
was now souiUy on the dedine, his a&irs were deranged, his 
wife and &nii]y were absott, and he ^ipears to have been to- 
tally desdtnte of opulent friends, and powerful conoexioiu. 

In this esiremi^, when sqpparently forsaken by all the worlds 
a female who had been a long time about the person- of ^m 
aged Mathauf^dan, FemaiDed firmly attached to her old mas- 
ter, and administered to aU his wants and necessities. He was 
at length struck with an apc^le^, produced, no doubt, by care, 
vexatitHi, and a dread tX coining evils, and after languishing 
a we^ he at length sutnaitted to the common &te of mankind, 
on tbe 23d <^ November, 1817. His remains, accompanied to 
the grave by several of his friends, were interred, widi a decent 
solemnity, in the chnrch-yard otSL Martin's in Uie Fields, m' 
Sunday the 1st <^ December, 

Thus died* in the 67tb year t^ his age, JamA Gloiie, F JLS. 
who» on a varied <^ accoonts, lays claim to be considered <»e 
oS the most ringttlar and interesting characters oi Ae present 
age. In person he esactty answered the description of IHysses, 
by Homa. Wn make, and fbnn, and strength, ai^nred a 
life c^wble d great longegrity, and likdy to be extoided to a 
century : but this was prevented by an unintermpted series of 
disastrous events. His real disease, or at least the predominant 
utd predisposing cause of liis demise, doubtless originated in 
a broken heart ! 

He has beoi represented b; some, as irritable, bnt was it 
possiUe ibr any nerves to have withstood the nnseries vS 
thir^ yean ? He was deemed queralooBi ty others ; but what 
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law, ^ther moraj, or municipal, precludes complaint on the 
part of the unfortunate : 

" Res sacra miser." 

Modest and unassuming in his manners ; he appeared diffi- 
dait c^ himself ; and such was Mr, Glenie's utter unconsciou&- 
nees of the. extent and peculiarity of. his own powers, that he 
actually deemed oratory one of Ms leading qualifications ! 
Simplicity and creduUty formed the ordinary features of his 
character : the man who had supplied the omissions of "Vauban 
and pointed out the errors of Hannihal f, was easily imposed 
, upon by any arttiil tale. The last year of his life was spent in 
a manner worthy of a philosopher. He studied the rules of 
his ancient, profession in Folybius ; and was accustomed to read 
daily a certain portion of the Greek Testament, by means of 
which, he corrected the text of the EngUsh version. 

Although entirely destitute of the gifls of fortune, yet he 
possessed a native independence of mind, together with a cer- 
tain sturdiness of character, which approached the ajitique, and 
was doubtless a man whose talents and resolution rendered 
him worthy of a better &te. 

On a great and trying occasion, like Publius Horatius 
Codes, he stood in the breach, but his fate was different from 
that of the gallant Roman : the one was gratefully rewarded 
with a ^ft of land, and the grant of a statue ; while the other 
was suffered to pine during the latter portion of his life in 
penniy and affliction. . He fell a victim to certun peculiari- 
ties in his own character, as well as in those of the times in 
whidi he hved. His misfortunes, indeed, were produced by 
those very quaUties that not unfrequently elevate others to 
wealth, to feme, and to honours of all kinds ! 

As a Geometrician, his talents must be allowed to have been 
of the first order. He was fiuniliar wi^ the abstruse branches 
of the sublime mathematics ; he carefully selected and uni- 

.• S«e K eolnpvriHHi betveca V«ab*n'i, hhI the oiitomy mode of foctiScwioa. 
t See a duKitUioo prefixed W ■ aoik dediraied to the Dak* uf Yoik, bjr ibe lua 
Dr. Wm. Thcnuon, (anthof sf the " CoDdniutioii of the H'ntoij of Ptulip II.") in- 
Knded fix the UK of the niliiuj lehnal it High Wjcombe. 



,y Google 



MR. GLENIE. 203 

formly succeeded in the demonstration of the most difficult 
problems ; these alone, he would condescend to encounter. — 
His operation, by " approximation," is nofonly new of itself; 
but it exhibits a more rapid mode of calculation than any 
former discovery. In Bhort, he aspired to, and ought doubt- 
less to be deemed an inventory in that science, to which he 
had consecrated his earliest, and his best days. 

Such was the general deference paid to a rare union of talents 
and misfortunes in his person, that his friends not only voluntari- 
ly contributed to alleviate his wants,, but also concurred unani- 
mously in assigning him that mihtary rank, which, but for his 
wayward fortune, coupled with a variety of strange, unexpected, 
and singular occurrences, would have been long since conferred 
on him. Accordingly, he was generally known and addressed 
by the appellation of " Colonel ;" and it must be Kiirly owned, 
that if science such as his be justly appreciated, he would have 
wielded the baton of a g^ieral, both with credit to himself, 
and his country. 
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Right Honourable GEORGE PONSONBY, 



JVIant difficulties must DecessorUy occur in respect to a 
gaieaiogy that boasts of seven or eight centuries of antiquity; 
that a^cts to unravel the doe of descent amidst the proscrip- 
tions and miseries of civil war ; or boldly refers to the annals of 
a foreign country, both for authentidty, and illustration. Not- 
withstanding these trifling perplexities, which have not been at 
all diminished by the interested complacency <^ modem 
heralds ; the Ponsonbys are siqiposed to have come originally 
from Picardy. As that province is at this present mom^it 
<Hie of the poorest districts of France, and at no time was ever 
' i«tnarkable for its wealth or fertility, it is but little wonder 
that it fumidied many adventurers who were eager to share in 
the g^ory and the spinls .held out by the Normao expedition 
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to England, One of the bmilj, is said to hBT? acetHiqiuufld 
Duke William to this country ; and after die decinve battle^ 
viiadi ccmferred the crown on thti enteipriang cbie^ he was 
of course provided for among the rest of his followen. Ac* 
cordingly, the manor of Ponsonby, at Halci in Cuaiberland» 
which fell to his lot, gave both " a local habitation and a name" 
to hims^tuul his desce&daDts. One of thesc^ Sir Jcdrn Pon- 
flonby, either being of an adventiirouB Epiiit^ like his ancestor, 
orpteferring the ridi lands of IreUnd, to the bleak valleys and 
barren mountuns of the north, accompanied the Protector*! 
army thither, and like many othen of his protestant country- 
Dial, carved out a rich succession for himself from among the 
estates of the Irish CathoUcs, a multitude of whom at this 
pmod, were punished with confiscation, or proscribed under 
the names of " notorious delinquents," " rdbds," " free- 
booters," Sec and their estates disposed o^ amimg what are 
■till termed in that country, " the Cromwdlians," Some years 
since, the r^ital possessed by this fionily, in the sister isl^ 
was estimate at 30,000^ per annum, and it has doubtless 
cncrsased greaUy since that period. 

Siich a mass of prc^wrty, in a country so situate, superadded 
to character, talents, and favourable opportunities, could not 
(oil to confer honour as well as riches. Accordingly two 
peerages ", the Speakership f of the Irish House of Common^ 
followed scnne years after by the Chancellorship, and an allN 
ance widi the Ducal Houses of Devonshire, and St. Albans, 
as well as the noble ones of Spencer, Grey, Westmorland, 
Shannon, Kilworth, Loftus, and Mountmorns^ have all contri- 
bated to raider this a rich, powerful, and distinguished &mily, 

Mr. PcHisonby, the subject of the presoit narrative, was bom 
on the 5th of March, 1755. He was the third son of the Ho- 
nourable John P<msonby, brother to the late, and uncle to the 
present Earl, of Besboroug^, t^ Lady Eliabedi Cav^idiBb, 

■ Bcabonnigh (Dd lDKit'ill]>, 

t The HoQOurabk John Panioobj, Speaker of ihe Iriih Hou»« orCommoiu, wu 
dectad tn 176O: in 1769, be hu luccccded bj Edmund Suton Pct;, Btq. 



,y Google 



306 MR. PONSONBT. 

daughter- ofWilliam, third, and great aunt to the present, 
Duke t£ Devcnu^ire. 

Of the fiithdr, it may be here necessary to make some men- 
tion. Having been bred to the bar, he succeeded Mr. Bo^e 
in: the chair of the Irish House of Commons, at a po-iod 
when that o£Bce, however, honourable, could not be called 
lucrative; for we. find the sum of 500/. 'only, voted to' the 
Speaker " to enable him to muntayi the state and dignity 
' of his ofBce."' The fees, however, amounted to an equal sum ; 
and an augmentation took place, in 1761, so as to make the 
vbcAe 20002. ; which was doubled in 1765. 

Soon afier die accession of George III. we find the name 
of the elder Mr. Ponsonby among those of the " Loide Jus- 
tices ;" he was nominated to that station no fewer than six 
times. This gentieman had the boldness to refuse to certify a 
money-bill from the Privy Council, a circumstance that ren- 
dered him extremely popular, as this mode was even then 
deemed by some, to be unconstitutional, and was afterwards 
abrogated. 

On the demise of Lord Sbanncm, his son and heir who had 
married the Speaker's daughter, joined his &theivin4aw, and 
the Ponsonbys; and such was the extent of th^r joint in- 
fluence, that they not only overcame the rival house of Beres- 
ford, but in some measure counterbalanced the royal prero- 
gative itself powerfiil as. it then was in Ireland. He resigned 
his seat as Speaker in 1769, during the vice-royalty of Lord 
TowDSOid ; for an address having be«i voted t^ the Com- 
mons of Ireland to that nobleman, coi^ary to his decided 
opinion, he requested leave of the House, to withdraw from 
ijhe chair, that be might not be under the necessity of acting 
inconsistently with his own avowed sentiments, by carrying 
up, and reading a Vote of ^probation to that noblemmi, 
qgainst which he bad argued strenuously in a committee. Not- 
wiUistuiding this, the Ex-Speaker was said at one time, to 
have enjoyed " the patronage of all Irdand ;" this doubtless 
savours of exaggeration; but it is not too much to affinn« that 
H 
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he pouesKd, and for a long time exercued a greater decree 
<tf influence than any commoner, nay, than any peer had 
ever done before his time," in the govemment of the siiter 
kingdom. 

I£b yonnger eon, Mr. Geotge Ponsonby, of whom we are 
now to treat, after receiving the first rudiments of his edu- 
cation, under the paternal roo^ was put to a public school, 
where he obtained a considerable stock of claaeical learning. 
'He then repaired to the, Univa!«itr of Cambridge, and as he 
ndther possessed the prospect of a peerage, nor a great estate, 
he was not dazzled by coronets, or distracted by the hopes 
of future magniiicettce, from the pursuit of knowlei^e. Tfae 
same circumstances, rendered a profession absolutely neces- 
saiy. Actuated by an honourable ambition, he tfaereEbre 
entered himself <^ one of the Inns of Court, a« this was 
deemed the readiest and shortest toad to preferment. Nor 
was he mistaken in the sequel, as all the hiHiours attendant 
on the most successful career, were at length feiriy won, and 
enjoyed by him. 

In tKe year 1780, Mr. Ponsonby received what is termed 
a " call" to the Irish bar,' but he did not for some time dis- 
tinguish himself either in the Four Courts at Diiblin, or d jring 
the assizes. He at this period, seems to have turned his mind 
chie^y to pursuits seemiugly incompatible: politics, and hunt- 
ing. Yet, he thus early, not only contrived to have a seat, but 
also in good time to be a leader in parliament. Mr. Ponsonby, 
howevCT, did not altogether neglect his professional interests, 
for wh»t the Duke of Portland was appointed Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland, in 1782, we find him obtaining a silk 
gown. He was soon after nominated, first counsel to the 
conunissioners of the revenue, an office which was then deemed 
of considerable iifaportance, both in an honorary, and pecu- 
niary point of view, the salary and emoluments being estimated 
at 1 200/. per annum. As many important prosecutiims were 
undertaken by this board, a barrister of no more than two or 
three years standing, must assuredly have possessed conuder- 
able talents^ as well as some little practical knowledge, bdbre 
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he could have fulfilled the duties annexed to bis appoantmeitf 
with abUi^ and discretiou. But even then, he wai cjkarao-' 
teri8«d for a species of comtitutioDal mdolenc^ which, faowemv 
did not wholly preclude in his, as in many other cases, an CK< 
traordinary attachment ta, and an onceasing exertion in the 
sports of the fidd. He would at any tim^ have rather un- 
kennelled a &X, and contended for the brush at the end of the 
chase, than have prosecuted a poor smuggler to deatmctioii, 
uid enqiloyed the haipies of the law, in driving the unh^ipy 
ynSe and innocent dnldrmi &om a cottage to a jail ! 

I>iiring the short administraticm of the Doke of Fortiand, 
coasisting only of a few months, Mr. Fonsonby omtiniKd, as 
has been already suggested, to mingle pleasnre wiUi businew. 
Anterior to this period too, he resolved on marriage *, and on 
that occasion, made choice of Lady Mary Butler, eddeat 
daughter of the late Brinsley, second E^rl of Lanesborou^ 
By the sudd^i recall of the nobleman alluded to abov^ 
oar young barrister was deprived of a patron, and in the per- 
son of the new Viceroy, he soon expenenced an enemy. The 
late Marquis of Buckingham had been selected by Mr, Pitt^ 
to govern the sister kingdom in a new manner, and on new 
princ^les. It had been the constant policy of England, to 
regulate that unibrtunate country by means of parties and great 
ftmilies^ and it was now decreed that the house of Besborougfa 
should give way to the house of Waterford. The new Vice- 
loy acordingly commenced his adminiEtration, by making a 
variety of changes ; and among the rest, Mr. Fonsonby was 
dismissed from office, fer the express purpose of appointing 
Mr. Marcus Beresfbrd, a cadet of that poweriul bmily, whose 
star VB& now in the ascendsnt, his successor. On this occasion, 
there could be no olgectioQ either to the age or tal^its of 
Mr. Fonsonby ; for his eoccessful rival was still younger and 
less informed than himself. 

It has been said that persecution {voduces nuirtyrs,' and 
patriots are doubtless firequenUy confirmed, and sometimes 

■ TluttOci^wxuiMiJ, 1781. 
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eM^tMftUy made by the same means. The scanty fortune of a 
younger brother could but ill supply the loss of such an in- 
come^ more especially to a married man, who had formed 
an establishment suitable to a revenue which he had been 
taught to deem permanent, while he was already hailed as a 
&ther by an offspring that looked up to him for succour and 
support. His wounded pride also took the alarm : for he 
could not behold a hostile family triumphant, and that too 
partly at the expence of his own, without the keenest feelings 
arising out of the palpable wrong, and injustice, to which he 
now considered himself as subjected. 

This tu^y occiurence, for so it actually proved, however 
mortifying it might at first appear, finally produced a great 
and beneficial change in his character and conduct. Greatly 
to his honour, he now determined on a new course of life, and 
sacrificing his indolence on the shrine of his ambition, he 
resolved to change his career of pleasure for pursuits more 
worthy of his talents. Accordingly his stud of hunters began 
to disappear by degrees, and the courts of law to be visited 
more frequently than the dog-kennel. Nor was this all, for he 
resolved to qualify himself for excelling in his profession ; and 
Accordtn^y by intense study, he soon proved what a man of 
parts is capable o^ who is not afi^d to do violence to his 
very nature, when it is averse from every thing bordering on 
.toil and construnt. Industry, added to the means derived 
from a masculine and correct understanding, soon rendered 
Mr. Ponaoaby an able and accomplished lawyer, in a country 
where profound and technical skill are not deemed altogether 
necessary, as with us. His &mily connexions still respectable 
and numerous, although no longer poweriiil, soon pointed him 
out as a rising man, and business now flowed in apace. His 
silk gown, which still remained, gave him both precedency 
and consequence ; and his income, in a short time, greatly eX" 
ceeded what it had been when he Idoked up to his offidal gains, 
as a certiun and assured resource. T^or was this all, for whi]« 
he diq)Iayed a large portion of forensic eloquence, he defer- 
ypju II, p ■ . ■ i ■ 
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mined, at the same time, to acquire and exhibit a yery di^rent 
vpedes of ot-atory : thatadapted for the senate. 

In a short: dtne he accordingly began to be considered a 
speaker of the best promise in the Irish HouE^'of Commons. 
The torrent of his eloquence bore down all before bim. The 
ViG^V>y in him fonnd a redoubtable enemy, whom he himself 
had armed with indignation and resentment. Acting on the 
popular side, and on public prindplee, he now thnndered 
against corruptidn ; he boldly disclosed all the real oi* sup- 
posed crimes and errors of administration; he aggravated the 
complaints which were then both loud and genei^ and soon 
began to be deetned a proper person to lead the host of op- 
position to battle. They were uniformly defeated, indeed, in 
the division, but some difficulty existed as to answering their 
arguments. Meanwhile, our young member broadly and 
palpably asserted that the government patronage, in that 
Hbusc^ had increased, was increasing, and ought to be 
diminished ; that the expences occasioned by this &tHl sys- 
tem had exceeded all former bounds; and lliat out of ihxee 
hundred members, there were one htmdred and ten who en- 
joyed places and pensions under the crown. He was both 
|xnnted and personal too, in respect to the imbleman who now 
presided over the destinies of his native couitry. ** Onr 
wrongs," exclaimed he, " instead of being alleviated have been 
cruelly multiplied by the new Viceroy ! He has united inja»- 
tice to eomipti<m ; he has aggravated our former suflferings 
and mortificattons, \iy superadding fourteen new plaeemeA to 
the number, already too great, which existed before hia time; 
he has created new offices for his partisans in this assembly, 
hy encreasing the number of members at the piibtic boards i 
and to accumulate his patronage he has subdivided amorCg two 
or more, the duties and salaries of offices, wUcb, until his 
time, had been filled by one migle individual." 
' Nor was it long before Mr. Ponsonby attained a complete 
triumph over that nobleman, who had unplumed him in oMer 
tO'decorate a rival willi his spmls. On the King's alarming 
illness in 1789, both kingdoms were overwhelmed with gn^ 
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and consternation at such a melancholy and unexpected event 
In Enj^land, however, it was determined to restrict and limit 
the powers of the Regent, and that too in such a manner, and 
to such 8 d^ree, as, in the opinion of opposition, to render 
the ofGce painful if not odious to the Heir-Apparent. His 
very right, indeed, to the exercise of its important functions 
was questioned 6y the premier of that day ; and he was fully 
supported and borne out by a great majority of the British 
Parliament, -in the plan so ably laid down, and so eloquently 
enforced by him, notwithstanding the remonstrances of Mr, Fox, 
and the then powerful party associated beneath his banners. 

It was lar different in Ireland ; for there the minority, afler 
a short struggle, became triumphant. Mr. Ponsonby, now at 
the head of it, aided by the powerful talents and co-operation 
of Mr. Grattan, in the first place, maintained with equal bold- 
iiess and success, the exclusive right of Ireland on the suspen- 
sion of the royal functions, to nominate and appoint her own 
Regent, without any reference to the conduct of Great Britain, 
on that occasion. This doctrine indeed, arose out of, and 
was immediately connected with the great question of national 
independence, which had been so recently broached, miun- 
tained, and acquired. The Irish l^slature, on this occasion, 
appeared resolute to support jts rights, and exercise all the 
functions immediately connected with them. This national 
sjnrit was accompanied with another of a different kind. The 
leaders of all parties *ere eager to express their personal at- 
tachment, in order to engage the attention and the gratitude 
of their future sovereign, by thus acting in direct opp<»ition 
to his &ther'8 chief minister. The Prince of Wales was ac- 
cordingly invited to assume the Regency of the kingdom of 
Ireland, unfettered 'and unclogged with those restrictions 
which had been imposed in England; and as the disappointed ' 
Viceroy chose to witfidmw from the government, rather than 
sanction a measure so hostile both to his feelings and instruc- 
tions, a deputatiou was sdocted from both Lords and Com- 
tnom, which had orders to pi-Oceed to Carlton-House, for the 
P 2 
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express purpose of connnanicating this lingular and extraor- 
dinary event. 

But the sudden and happy restoration of the king, instantly 
created no small terror and dismay among many of those 
who had advocated the claims of the Prince of Wales, in 
England and Ireland. Some in both countries were dismissed 
from office; some chose to atone for their zeal by the most 
humiliating concessions ; while those who had stood unshakm 
in the ministerial phalmix were caressed, rewarded, and ad- 
vanced. 

Mr. Ponsonby remained firm and unmoved ; and while new 
rigours seemed to be preparing for his countrymen, he came 
forward at the head of a small but faithful band, and attacked 
all those violent measures which he foresaw and prophesied, 
could only lead to a general convulsion. Yet, such was the 
fascinating eloquence and extensive influence of Mr. Pitt, 
that when the rebellion burst forth in 1 798, an attempt was 
actually made to confound the leaders of the opposition with 
the chiefs of the insurgents. But the character and conduct 
of Mr. Ponsonby alike defied distrust and misapprehension. 
Faithful to his purpose, and constantly at his post^ he d^ 
nounced certmn.crimes that according to him w^e pa-petrated, 
and that too with impunity, in the very capital 

At length an union with Great Britain was projected, the 
i^parent aim of which, was to amalgamate the interests of the 
sister island, by means of ipdissoluble ties ; to close the bleed- 
ing wounds of Ir^and by a liberal spirit of conciliation and 
concession ; while by a community of interests, privileges, and 
^oyments, both nations were to be rendered more happy and 
• more powerful. But Mr. Ponsonby, and most of those with 
vhom he usually acted, objected to the prc^xwed scheme. They 
wished, indeed, to see a speedy period put to the distresses of 
their bleeding country ; but they were averse from sacrificing 
what they termed her independence. They could not c<mtefflpbite 
the abolitjoB of her ^parate legislature without pain ; and th^ 
deprecated so great and important a change, as an evil^ the adr 
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Votitages of which were in some measure speculative while the 
ruin was certain and unequivocal. We shall say nothing as to 
the means recurred to for effecting this great object, many of 
which ought not to be praised ; but, perhaps, on the other 
hand, it may have tended greatly to the strength of both 
isUnds, by a fortunate combination of the common interests 
and resources of the whole empire. 

At length, after a long and powerftil struggle, a new order of 
things took place; the opposition became the ministry; and the 
treasury bench in Ireland, as well as in England, received new 
occupants. This great change was produced in 1806, in con- 
sequence of a singular and unexpected coalition between Lord 
Grenville and Mr. Fox. On this occasion, the extraordinary 
merits and long services of Mr. Pansonl^ were not forgotten ; 
for he was made a member of his Majesty's Privy Council in 
Ireland, and at the same time received the seals as Lord Chan- 
cellor *; while his elder brother was created an Enghsh peer.f 
Soon after this, his friend Mr. Curran, who like himself, bed 
advocated the independence of Ireland, as well as deeded 
a number of their countrymen, accused of rebellion, in 
the criminal courts of Ireland, also acquired the official 
^pellation of Right Honourably and obtained the appoint- 
ment of Master of the Holb. The Foxo-Grenville, pr 
second ' coalition administration as it was now called, did 
not, however, prove of long duration. It exhibited un- 
doubtedly a constellation of eminent men, all of whom were ' 
highly gifted; but with an exception to the abolition of the 
slave trade, which merits no ordinary degree of prais^ they 
achieved but little for the benefit of their country. This pro- 
ceeded, perhf^s, from two circumstances ; in the first place, 
they remained but a few months in office; and in the next, 
they were never able to obtain the entire confidence and cordial 
c<v(^>eration of the king. Much good, however, was pro- 
jected for Ireland, and this cabinet is said to have actually re- 
tired in consequence of an attempt to concede certain claims 

* Tin *p[Kiintilkent look place Much 31, ISOS. 
t Williuu SntMzon, Lend PMUDby, oTliDslilly, Much 13, ISM. 
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to the people of that portion of the, empire which have since 
been realised by them, in consequence of the liberal and well- 
timed adoption of their successors. 

On the retreat qf ** all the Talents," as they were termed, 
in ridicule, by their opponents, Mr. Ponsonhy, who had not 
been ennobled on this occasion, withdrew also. The pen- 
sion granted him amounted to 4',000^ per ann. : and was 
certainly, as observed by his opponents, a large remuner- 
ation for official services of such short duration ; but on the 
other hand, it ought not to be forgotten that he had relin- 
quished his professional pi^ictjce; and that it had become 
impossible for him to return to the bar of that court in which 
he had presided with no smalt share of ability and dignity, as 
the first judge in Ireland. 

Mr. Ponsonby now repaired to England, and as the death 
of Mr. Fox had deprived the country party of a leader, he 
was chosen to command the battery on the opposition bench, 
in order to direct its thunder against a more numerous phalanx 
drawn up in battje array, on ttie right hand of the Speaker. 

His talents as a leader were doubtless conspicuous, in.addi- 
Uon to which, be hati assuredly attained no inconsiderable de- 
gree of skill by Long practice in Ireland. He was connected 
by blood with most of the great Whig families ; while by his 
late preferment and recent fall, he was endeared to all those 
lately dismissed from office. He had been the friend of Mr. 
Fox, and Was nearly allied to Lord Crey, who had just re- 
signed the high station of Secretary of State, and who had now 
became a joint leader in the House of Lords with Lo'd Gten- 
ville, in consequence of the union of his niece* with that 
nobleman. 

The last ses9i<Hi of the present parliament jmived one of the 
busiest and most important during the wb<de course of Mr. 
Ponsonb/s political career. On January 28, 1816, whea the 
address was moved to the Prince Regent, Mr. Ponsonby rea- 

* Mai7 Ellubnfa Fonionbt, ffbo muried Cfauiei the pnitiit, anl utond Eul 
Gnj, Not. 10, I7M. 
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dily concuired, so.far as respected the terms; but he, at the same 
time, considered the speech from the throne in no other li^t 
than as a production on the part of ministerB for the time being. 
" These ministers," added he, " have promised to adopt mea- 
sm-es of economy ; but was it not notorious, that in express 
^position to these promises, they had resisted every propo- 
sition for thid purpose ? Was it not equally true, that th^ 
' bad decidedly opposed every exertion to save unnecessary ex- 
pences ; and regularly resisted one proposal of retrenchment 
after another, till they were, unfortunately for themstJves, 
obliged by the votes of the House, with the greatest relnctance, 
to cut down those official establishments, which they would 
have otherwise strenuously clung to ?" 

" As to the distresses of the nation, they were said to be 
temporary, and he would hope, rather than admit, that to a cer- 
tainextentjthiswas true. Last session ministers hadasserted that 
the revenues of the country were in a flourishing ccmdition ; and 
now, when the sinking fund had proved inefficient, and our re- 
sources had totally failed, it was asserted, that all this had arisen 
merely fix>m temporary causes. But had the return of peace 
produced this mass of evils ? The real cause of our distress 
was the imm^ise debt and taxation of the country. It was by 
these, that the people hadbe^i so dreadfully home down as they 
were at the present moment. 

" As for myself I am confident that no man can charge me 
with having ^vcn any countenance to the inflammatory de- 
signs I^dy hinted at ; but this I know, that the only way to 
re-pbtain the confidence of the people, is for this house to do its 
duty." He conduded a long and able speech, by moving an 
amendment, the substance of which was, *' that a prompt 
an^ efifectual reduction of the military and every other branch 
of our escpenditnre, must be looked iq>on by His Majesty's 
faithful commops, as the first step to relieve the sufferings 
and redress the grievances, of which the people so justly 
pomplain." 

Mr. Fongonby, however, agreed in the address to the 
Prince Regent, unanimously voted the same day on another 
r * 

DgnzcdDyGoOgIc 



3i6 MH. POHSONBY. 

account, " although he doubted whether the fracture in the 
glass of His Royal Highness'; carriage, had been produce<[ 
by bullets, as stated in evidence by Lord James Murray; 
"this circumstance, however," he added, " was of importance 
only, as to the guilt of the person by whom the crime-was com- 
n^tted, and could not have the smallest influence, as to the' 
decision of the House." 

On February*, 1817, Mr. Ponsonby supported the War-' 
rington address, complaining of the "obstructions in petition-' 
ing." The distresses of all classes of the community were unpa* 
, ralleled in the history of the country, " uothing could be more 
dangerous," he added, " than to give the people an (^por- 
tunity of stating, that their petitions were not suffered to 
reach that house." " Their sacred and iDdubitable right of 
petitioning should be preserved, by the faithful representatives 
of the country." 

Mr. Ponsonby was nominated one of the members of the 
Secret Committee, respecting " cert^n meetings and dangerous 
combinations;" and the report in which he appears to have con- 
curred, was presented to the house by Mr. Bathurst, on Fe^ 
bruary 19. Notwithstanding this, he actually resisted the 
Habeas Corpus iSuspension Act On that occasion, he had to 
shelter himself, he said, " from the charge of imbecility, on the 
part of bis friends, as well as to combat the hostility of his 
political enemies." He confessed, however, that he had been 
. induced, in some measure, to alter his opinions. He " be- 
lieved the powers vested in the government of the country at 
present sufficient to keep the peace of the country, without 
the measure now meditated, and one main ground for that 
belief was, the fact communicated by the Lord Advocate, of 
having seized on the central committee of union, at GlasgQw." 
He entertained a reverence for the law of Habeas Corpus, 
almost amounting to superstition, — he believed it the great 
bulwark of British liberty, — that which brought home to the 
the poorest man in the country, the value tS the British 
censtituu<m. 
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" If it WHS to be sospended oh ordinary events, this prac- 
tice would become a part of the customary legislation of the 
country. On all former occasions, when the power oiarb^rary 
arrest and detention was ^ven, there was either foreign war, a 
disputed eucceesion, or a rebellion existing in the nation^ 
llie present was merely a conspiracy of fiunine, acted tqi by 
malignity, and the circumstance of its being confined to the 
lower orders, was, in reality, the greatest argument agunst 
the measure, for they might remain month after month, and 
year after year, in dimgeoni, without the House knowing 
any thing of it. He knew too wcj], alst^ that in former in- 
stances of suspension, men as innocent as any in that House, 
had been long kept in gaols." Mr. Ponsonby was one of the 
minority of 98, who TOt«d against this measure. He also <^ 
posed the " Seditious Meetings Bill," and voted as well as sp<^e 



On March 4, 1817, Mr. Ponsonby brought in a bill, both 
very useful and necessary, to prevent the renewal of certain 
. <dvll and miUtary commissions on the demise of .the crown; 
in March he supported his triend Sir John Newport in the 
motion for retrenching the foes of the courts of justice ; and in 
a. debate a few days after, respecting the Welch judges, he 
maintained that the fimctions of chief justice of Chester, and 
attorney-general were incompatible. The last time this 
gentleman spoke in the House, was to recommend to His 
Majesty's' piinisters to alleviate the g«ieral distress, as thal^ 
and that alone, ,had produced any thing in the sh^>e of tumult 
or disaffection. 

His health, however, now began to be sensibly on the decline, 
and although his mind, perhaps, had lost somewhat of its 
original tone and vigour, yet to the last, his intellects were 
to the foU, as clear and comprdiensive as ever. 

During a succeeding debate iu the House of Cranmom, the 
fiul^ect of this article was seized with a paralytic aflection, which 
proved fetal, and lingered for a few days, during which regular 
buUetuis were pobliahed by the attfTiding physician. 



dDyGooglc 



SIS MK- fONSONBY. 

Thus died, on July 8, IS17, dt his house io Curzon Street, 
Mayfair, London, the Ri^t Hon.Geoi^ Ponsoii^y, tike Ofiten- 
Hble leader of the oppo»ition i^ainet the preeent tninbtryi— 
Like the great Earl of Chatham, he perished at his pott, having 
been struck with a mortal disorder, while occopjfeg im well- 
known scut in St. Ste{Aen's ChapeL But the seizure did not 
take places as in the case of tliat great patriot, while actually 
speaking, for he was then Uatening with his accustomed pa- 
tience to the d^ail of a sutgect, in which he took no part. 

As a lawyer, while ft ein^>le barrister, he wa$ deemed respect- 
able in point of talents, rather than deep in technical know- 
ledge; indeed his early attachment to the sports of the field, 
added to his political pursuits at a latter period, precluded that 
contm'uity of research, and those laborious ihTestigations which 
are necessary to celebrUy : law is a jealous mistress, and will 
not admit of a rivaL He possessed all the qualities, however, 
and a sufficiency of professional knowledge to render him a 
good ChbncellOT ; yet time was not pv&i to acquire a name &r 
himsd^ or perform any thing esseitial for his country, in that 
"capacity. • 

As a polilicat leader in Ireland, be achieved the two great 
objects of his early amluticm, which were to raider a Viceroy, 
who seems to have e^ibited somewhat of personal hostility 
a^inst him, unpopular; and to drive the rival house of 
Beresford from office. In England he was less fortunate, for 
he never conld make any sensible impression on his pohfical 
enauies, and had the mortiflcati<ni to behold a new set of prin- 
ciples broached, which Eumed at the destruction of the influencs 
of that distinguished portion of the aristocracy over whose in- 
terests he for a time had presided, to their entire satisfaction. 
In this capacity, be was praised by both aides of the house, for 
his dignity, candour, and decorum ; but above all for his mo- 
deration. There were others, however, .who wished for a b<dder 
leader. Some of his adherents were pleased to call his jot^ 
deration, tameness ; and when the MiniBter was attaclicd en the 
old subject of patronage, rotten bocoughs, &c. Mf ■ Fonsonby was 
blamed by them for having covered, instead of cutting c^ the 
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retreat of the enemy. But they did not reflect, that this sub- 
ject acted as a two-edged sword, and that the foe could not 
have been conquered at this precise moment wltliQut wounding 
his best and dearest friends by the same fatal stroke. 

As a statesman, Mr. Ponsonby opposed the war with France 
and the jiinion with Ireland, and it has never been doubted that 
his opinions on both occasions were honourably conscientious, 
and disinterested. He was also one of that Committee which 
unaniqiously approved <^ the report that led to the suspension 
of the H^was Corpus Bill, but in respect to that measure, he 
afterwards thought proper to retract his vote, and change his 
opinion. 

Mr. Ponsonby's eloquence participated of his character.— 
His address was neat, gentle, and elegant. His language and 
manners, courtly and polished. He never was assiduous to cul- 
tivate Uie good-will, or ^plause of the multitude; and there- 
fore never spok^ while in En^and, from a love of popalarity. 
His good taste, precluded declamation ; his oratory, accord- 
ingly, partook rather of the simple than the flowery ; and altho' 
he avoided a figurative diction, be yet arrived at his object by 
a circuitous, rather than a direct course. 

Neatness and simpUcity constitute the great features of his 
porliamraitBry speeches ; his language was plain and perspicu- 
ous ; and he avoided those riietorical flourishes which make po 
lasting impression. He was thus accounted rather solid than 
brilliant Gifted with a strong understanding, he commanded 
respect for all he uttered ; his attack was masterly and sciaitific, 
rather than Bold and daring ; but he chiefly excelled in a reply, 
on which occasion, an extenuve and retentive memory, proved 
of eminent service. He loved to speak last, and on that occasion 
constantly and invariably exhibited his power and his art, in suc- 
cessfoUy refuting and exposing the ai^uments of his adversaries. 
He never took notes ; and yet never missed any opening, in the 
arguments of an opponent; whatever was &lse he exposed, what- 
ever fiitile, he ridiculed ; and if he did not always obtain victory 
he generally deserved it. Long practice had given him a cer- 
tain tactt or high d^ree of technical knowledge never to be 
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attained without it t and his great experience proved service' 
able to his party, duriog many a warm debate. It has been 
already hinted, that on one memorable occasion be provided a 
bridge for a retreating enemy ; but it ought not to be omitted,' 
that he also frequently pointed out a secure asylum for his 
friends, by hovering on the ranks cSan adverse army, and cover- 
ing the retreat of his own, when he found it engaged too 
br, for the common safety. 

In respect to his Parliamentary seats, Mr. Ponsonby was 
first returned for a borough, over which his iamily was sup- 
posed to possess some controul. In the Imperial Parliament, 
he for a time represented Tavbtock, having succeeded Lord 
Howick, on his becoming Earl Grey, in consequence of the 
demise of his father. In 1 807, he was returned for the county 
of Cork, and previously to obttuning the Chancellorship he 
had been knight of the shire for the county of Wicklow, which 
he indeed represented at the time of his demise. 

The corpse of Mr. Ponsonby was interred on July 12, in a 
private manner, without ceremony or ostentation, at Kensing- 
ton, near London, beside the remains of his brother the first 
Lord Ponsonby. He has not left any male issue ; his only 
daughter, Martha, is the wife of the Hon. Francis- Aldborough 
Prettie, second son of Lord Dunally, and kni^t of the shiie 
for the county of Tipperary. 
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EYLES IRWIN, Esq. M. R. I. A. 

1 HIS gentleman having been bom at Calcutta, about the 
year 1748, is consequently a native of the East, and his life, 
talents, and character, all tend to prove that virtue and abili- 
ties are not to be exactly measured by de^ees of longitude and 
latitude, as some philosophers have pretended. His father, a 
native of Ireland, lived for many years, and actually died at 
last in the service of the East India Company, leaving several 
children behind him. Of these Eyles had the good fortune 
to be sent to England for his education ; and was accordin^y 
brou^t up at the school of the late Dr. Rose, of Chiswick ; 
,A venerable gentleman, who at that period, possessed a high 
reputation both for his learning and talents. 

In 1767, when about eighteen or nineteen years of age, 
young Irwin became a candidate for employment in the same 
service as his late &ther ; and he was accordingly nominated 
in due time, to a respectable situation at Madras, as a civilian. 
About this period. Lord Pigot, with whose mdancholy 
catastrophe every one connected with the East is acquainted, 
h^pened to be Governor ; and Mr. Irwin, who was patronised 
by him, of course took part with that much injured nobleman, 
who was dispossessed of his power end imprisoned by that 
very military force which ought to have supported him. In 
consequence of his exertions on thb occasion, he was soon after 
suspended by those who had usurped the government ; and it 
is sufficiently obvious that suspension, under such (drciun- 
Etances, is but another name for ruin) 

Inflamed with indignation, and determined to make an im- 
mediate appeal to his employers in Leadenhall-street, while be 
inuumitted his complsintB> by the luual means, to the Court 
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of Directors, he himself determined to take a new, or at 
least a very unusual route to Europe. On this romantic, -bat 
dangerous occasion, he was also charged with a secret dispatch 
from his friend the Ex-Govemor. 

Accordingly, having embarked in 1777, at Madras, with 
several Englishmen, he landed at Mocha, after a tedious passage 
of eight weeks. On the I6th of April, they sailed for the port of 
Suez : but on the 7th of May, were obliged to anchor at Yamho, 
on the coast of Arabia, where no Eui'opeau vessel had ev^' before 
entered. Here they were treated with the utmost cruelty and 
injustice^ by the old Vizier, the Vic^erent of the Sheriff cf 
Mecca, who had invited them to land; by liim they were 
made prisoners, and confined in a tower, above which was a 
haram, where the ladies belon^og to the Shaik were secluded. 
During this period of difficulty and danger, .when death its6tf 
Ef^ieared at one time inevitable, the subject of this memoir was 
i to repeat the following- passage from'" Thomson's 



" Should fate command me to Uie farthest verge 
Of the green earth, to distant barbarous climes, 

, Rivers unkaown to aoag ; where first the sun 
Gilds Indian mountains, or his setting beam 
Flames oa the Atlantic isles, 'tis nought to me. 
Since God is ever present, ever felt. 
In the void waste as in the city fiill ; 
And where He vital breathes, there must be joy. 

Wlien ev'n at last, the solemn hour shall come, 
And wing my niystic flight to future worlds, 
I cheerful will obey ; there, with new powers. 
Will rising wonders sing;" &c. 

'At length, by means of a secret inteaxourse'with some of 
the EngUsh at Meccflr the Sheriff of which was a black youth 
UDder twenty yetlrs t>{ age; in addition to a bribe (^ a dianiond 
rmg, h shawl, add & piece of gold stuff to his deputy at Yambo, 
autjt of the gentlemen u were destined for Eaxope, actoaUy 
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rec^ved permission to depart: As they were obliged to pay a 
very large sum for their passage to Suez, they named thei 
Teasel appointed for their conveyance, *' the Boat Imposition," 
and set sail for that port on the 10th of June. After coasting 
for more than a month, they were at length deceived by the 
Arabians who actually carried them to Cosire, in upper Egypt, 
instead of the harbour they had bargained for : and thei-e they 
arrived, July 9, 1777. 

Here again our English travellers experienced a variety of 
exactions and impositions; but having put on their Arabian 
dresses, they at length departed with the Caravan, on the 7th 
of July. On the Slst of the same month, they enjoyed the 
felicity of beholding the Nile, which could not but be an 
agreeable sight to those who were at once weary and thirsty, 
having drtmk up all their water, some time before. 

On their approach to the town of Ohinnah, onr travellers, 
for the first time, beheld symptoms of human industry, in the 
shape of cultivation ; and they b^an to make a comparative 
estimate, between the beauUes of the charming river, now 
under their eye, and that of the lliames. After travelling 
through a variety of grounds and gard^is, they at length re- 
C<^nised the ol^ect of their search ; and they were' doubtlesa 
delisted with the prospect of obtaining some victuals, after a 
fast of three days' duration ! Next morning they accordingly 
feasted on cows' milk and new bread. 

Here,, at Ghinnah, they experienced a new series of Vexa^ 
tions, impositions, and delays; and had only to console them- 
selves with the reflection, that the Vizier in " his piratical 
visits, continued to rob them with politeness." In urging his 
requests, which might be cohsidered as so many demands, he- 
never exceeded the bounds of good breeding ; aiid yet he con- 
trived to levy a contribution of silver-moimted pistob and 
daggers adorned mth' jewels; shawls of the most valuable kind; 
and not a few dollars I Notwithstanding all this plunder, he 
laughed with and rallied our travdlers on their suspicions ; 
drank their co^ without reserve; and contrived, although 



r,o,-,7<-i.i Google 



SS-i MB. lEWIH. 

against the MahommedsQ law, to indulge himself with several 
cups full of rum ! 

■ As appearances were not satisfactory, one of the gendemen 
luckily secreted wealth to the amount of ahout lOOOZ. by 
means of hb servants ; while Mr. Irwin found means to conceal 
about 100/. still left in Venetians and guineas. In addition 
to this, he had a ruby ring of considerable value, and also a 
gold watch, all of which were carefully placed in an handker- 
chief about his waist ; while an European domestic, contrived 
to carry some trinkets and jewels inhis sash and turban. 

A variety of petty robberies soon after took place ; and cm 
Major Hammond being requested to deliver a diamond ring, 
he prudently substituted a paste one; but for a silver, mug no 
substitute could be found ! Their trunks and packages were 
now examined, and plunder was " the order of the day." A 
box containing dispatches was mistaken for treasure; and 
their disappointment was extreme when they beheld nothing 
but papers and sealing wax. 

. After being released from their first prison by the Hakeem^ 
or Qovemor, they were conducted by him to his own bouse, 
and there desired to await the arrival of his master, the 
Shaik Ul Jroh, in person^ or at least untU dispatches could be. 
received from him. Meanwhile their entertainment was kind* 
and their viands excellent; they were also most unexpectedly 
treated with a serenade, the music of which lasted iptil mid- 
nighL They were afterrrards cheered with the sight of about 
thirty dancing girls, who tripped " on the light fantastic toe," 
to the sound of tinkling instruments. Their paces were mea-. 
$ured, and their gestures animated; and Mr. Irwin, after 
mentioning the " dancing girls of Indian" with comparative 
c(Hitempt» alludes to females of the same description mentioned 
in the Scriptures, gravely adding : " These are certainly the 
descendants of- the women of Israel, whose beauty aiul skill 
gladdened the heart of the sapient king." This appcsars ta 
have been a ceremony constantly recurred to on. the first visible- 
rise of the Kile, which was now annotinj:ed< *' .It sewut"- 
5 
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adds he, " that they took out howe in thdr way to the riVcr, 
where they went down to bathe at that late hour, and to liDg 
die [muses of the beneTtJoit Power, who yearly diatributes 
his waters, to supply the oecewitiei of the natives." 

Od the 14th of Augtist, a new Haheem arrived, and the 
Fjigliah prisonars now htqted for ddivenmce from thdr Egyp- 
tian bondage; but thq* were ortce more disappointed. " He 
was an elderly man, tall, thin, and of mean appearance ; distant 
in his b^viour and seemin^y full of his own consequence. 
This may poniUy arise from the lowness of his origin, which 
is that of an Abyssiman slave. His dqwrtmmt was so di& 
^ent from that which di^nguished his predecesior in i^Bce, 
that we could not but \ocAt on him as an arrogant upstart who 
promised to abuse the &vour of his lord. He condescended, 
howerer, to tell us with a smile^ that his master had recom- 
raesided u* to his good offices, and had directed that the strict- 
est justice diould be rendered to us." 

At lei^^tfa* on Saturday the SOth of August, thdr delivered 
made his appearance in the person of the long-espected Shaik, 
ivho sailiog down the NiH accompanied by a large fleet of 
boats, at length landed at his capital. Having summoned the 
ftnagan to his palace, they were seated on the same carpet 
with himself; and treated with co&e and firuit, among which 
they found some delicious grapes, and a date surpassing every 
thing they had before tasted. 

" While we were partaking of this rqwst," says Mr. Irwin, 
'* I had Insure to take a iidl view of the Shaik, uid cannot 
resist the inclination of introducing a character to the reader 
<rf which I flatter myself he will haveoccasicm to be enamoured 
hereafter. Isman Abu j4Uif, the greet Shaik of the Arabs ; for 
such we wonid render the Skaik ul Arab — is a short &t man, 
of about five feet two inches high, and turned, as we learned, 
of 75. His eyes are grey, and his complexion very fiur ; but 
what at once ^ves him a singular and more youthful lool:, 
his heard whidi is very bushy, is coloured oT a bright y^ow. 
This exterior may not seem the most prominng, and might 
eteote distaste^ if the benevolence ^at beams from fail coun- 
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tenancy were not ever foremost to secure the heart of di$ be- 
lioldflr. Neither can the shrillness of his voic^ vfakh is harsh 
and dissonant, destroy the beauty of the soitiments which it 
is sufficiently made use of to convey, 

"' He is still active for a man of his site and age ; and his 
qnrits are so good that, were it not for the ravage that time 
has made among his teeth, he mi^t pass for a younger man, 
t^ ^^ years at least. Except the X^ers of.Yambo' and 
Ghinnab, whom we had found to be villains by sad experimoe, 
ve.bad, hitherto dealt with the dross of the nation. It was re- 
served for this mon^it for us to meet with the polite gentle- - 
saaa and the honest man, comprised in the person where they 
ought to be found: — in the representative of his pe<^le. 
Happy the subject of a virtuous land who at once possesses and 
imitates so rare an example ! But how sunk in the abyss of 
infamy are the race who wliolly deviate from the standard o( 
rectitude; and though daily reproached by the life of their 
monardi, . are not to be reclaimed by the tme of authority, or 
fhe elocution of active virtue." 

From, this virtuous and energetic old man, th^ at length 
obtained ample justice and it mpears indeed, that he had re- 
turned to Ghinnah, chi^y for the purpose of redresang their 
wrongs and dispatching them in safety. Some of theoflenders 
DOW suffered the punishment' of the bastinado; others had a 
chain placed arciund their necks ; and all within his reach, were 
oWged to restore the property of which the strangers had 
beeu cheated and derived. He himself appears to have been 
[ffoof against tempUlion, for on their sending him a present, 
by way ofacknowladgmeiM:,. after the Eastern maimer: he 
Tetumed a handsome sabre and pair of pistols, which, were 
articles of considerable value, and only retained, out of polite- 
ness, an Indian carpet and palampore, or coverlet of little or 
no ifalue. As it was dangerous, although pleasant, to foU 
down the stream of the Nile, he ordered camels to be ,pra- 
nded for their conveyance by land, and beirig well acquainted 
with the faithlessness of lus subjects, be tpok the son of Che 
ocHiductw, by way of hostage, for the tidelity :of tlie filtheri to 
6 
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whom he gave notice- tliatbe^Bkould answer." with his bead," 
for the safety of the Ebglislupen under^his chaige. 

At l^gth, OQ the 4th of S^temberj they mounted their 
camels, and commenced their journey acfoss the desarts of 

. Thebais. Their n»tie Vas rendered both more remarkable 
and romantic, by falling in with a band of robbers, who had 
just plundered a caravan. But instead of molesting our travcJ- 

"l«a, they became, both guides and prptectorii, in this unfre- 
quented waste ; for after a parl^, they agreed to pursue the 
same course^ and. having once,giyen,asplemn promise, it was 
their constant and unvarying practise to prove &itfiiyl to tbeii 
mgagements, even at.the,eiq>ence orthclr blood. 

AAer travelling 33^ miles, they urived atTinnah, a small 
bat pleasant town which is suppoeed to stand on the ate of 
ancient Babylon. It was during this long journey, and the 
very day, they joined company with a band of Arabian thieves, 
that Mr. Irwin found time and inclination to attune his lyre 
to harmony, and sing of the dreary scenes, and dangeraus 
advoitiires to which be w^s Ptow. contiQually subjected. 

ODE, TQ THE DESART. 

irrittmonttJoiimet/thrtmg^titDeiartofTiff6att,8tjit. 1777. 

" Thou waste from human sight retir'd. 
By nought esteem'd, invok'd, deglr'd; 
Where stony hill and sterile plain. 
And ever-sullen silence reign. * 

' " Where nought it seen to cheer fhe «ye, 
But russet earth and sunny sky ; 
Kor tree nor herhage bless the ground, 
Nor aught to cherish life is found. , 

" Save, where the deer, whom fears tuail. 
Shoots suddenly athwart thg vaJe; . 
If chance the sound of distaSt feet 
Approach his lonesome, dark retreat. 

* " And ner mulng mclwcbolj nignt." Fan'* Eloita (0 AMtrd. 
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* O! while Ay Mertto I mjion, 
Atxl tnrane «n thy ngioiu o'er, 
The patient came) I bettride — 
M19 no ill h«p hii itepi betide I 

" At on we preti the buniing soil, 
And through the winding velley toil, 
Still lend come hiil'i proiecting height, 
To ehield me from Sol'i pierdog light. 

" And ihould our ■cripi of water frD> 
And horrid thitM mj Up* aiMil, 
Then, then, thy Ktnty dropi Jn^wt, 
To renovate my flunting heart. 

" Nor to thy ttuling ton refute 
The trufle'i leaf, or berry'i juice ; 
These itinted producti of the waite, 
Luxurioui I let my camel taite< 

« At noontide heat, and midnight cold, 
Thy vengeful Moret of wrath with-hold ; 
Nor bid the tudden whirlwind rite, 
To Mend at once, hilh, vale*, and ikiei 

<• Dread cause too tubtle to define, 
Where horror 1 danger ! ruin join ! 
fitop, ttop, itt peetilential breath. 
That whelmi a cararan in death 1 

•< But chief, whence liet our daily track, 
1 turn the roving Arab back ; 
Who. tiger-like, hifeeti the way ; 
And makei the tnveller hit prey. 

« A« ent the icnu of Israel Bed 
From Pharaoh't relgo and Nilnt' bed, 
Here maana fell by God'a command. 
And water followed Hon»' wand : 
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" So may old VSlus piBBBig nigli, 
A portitti af his fioods uipply ; 
Invite the neighb'ring peasant'! toil, 
Va cultivate thkw blter'd soil. 

" S9 be iby wiUa iritli verdur* dad. 
And trees adorn each naksd head ; 
So in the thirsty vales below, 
DIscover'd tpna^ ba taught to flow. 

** So, teeming «ith nc^eeWd vaina. 
Thy marble pa^f tlie aculplor'a puna ; 
Whc^ emulous of Grecian taste. 
May give ao Alhras to die waste f 

" And on thy furthest sandy shore, 
Which hears the Bed-sea's bitlows roar, 
May commerce smile, her sails unfold. 
And diange tUne iron age to gold I" 

It was 00 Uie 19tli of September, that thtj embariced on 
board of « boat, and pas^g tinder the stem of an OtttHoan 
frigate, arrived at Old Cairo. AAer dressing themselves in 
tbar best Turtdah dodtes, they 'arrived at the Engliab fiictory, 
and were received with open arms, by Mr. Baldwin the Con- 
sul. While engaged in this short and charming voyage Mr. 
Irwin compoaed the following verses, addressed to a river, 
which he never mentionB without a mingled sentiment of 
veneration and enthusiasm. 

ODE TO THE NILE. 

" Immortal stream! whom Afric leads 
Through barren plains and verdant meads ; 
Now flaming o'er the Nubias sandi* 
Now laving Egj^'s cultur'd lands ; 

" To mark where first thou court'st the gale. 
The poA's stretch of thought might fail : 
S3 
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Might beroei shuddn- tobebt^. 
The wonders which tfay depths unfoM. 

" O ! place me on thy gentle tide, : 
When first it leaves its fountain wide ; ■ 
Till threat" ning on the cat'ract's bro#j ' ■: ' 
It rushes- to the world below. 

" Here, as the joyless wildwe tr«ce, 
Where nature shrouds her beauteous face. 
The ostrich — ^Aild of want and glooM '. 
Dips in the wave his silver plisne.' 

« Nowlurking.onthy.sedgy-shoTM 
The crocodile his prey explores. 
Hark ! 'tis a virgin's shriek • -^ thy, flood ■ 
She sought — to colour with her blood !■ 

<< N« arms the monster can.appal — 
Bounds from his scales th' unerring balL 
Xo! to avenge a mother's tears. 
The hippopotainu» appears ! 

<< Kow death assumes his grimmest form* 
Thy troubled surface owns the storm ; 
Like warring vessels, on they move 
' ■ Their mortal rage and force to prove! 

, " O I haste we from this conflict dire, ' 

Andto thy fairer scenes retwe;. . 
Where, swelling o'er thy native strand, 
Thy waters fatten all the land; , 

" Where on the wide expanse are seen 
The tufted grove and island green i 
The minaret that tow'rs above. 
The haram — prison gay of love ! 

Nik. Tb« f.*,«n. comW bc.w«D th. Ri«r.hor« W .!« C^^. m -h«fc *« 
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' Aa pleasure, commerce, spread the sail, 
A thousand galleys catch the gale : 
Their oars a thousand galleys ply. 
Whose pomp refulgent strikes the' eye. 

' Now bear me down thy western arm, 
Where Delta looks one cultur'd fann ; 
By ruin'd cities, nodding towers. 
And hide me in Rosbtta's bowers. 

' Hail shades ! who give such charms to view, 
As ne'er Alcinous' gaVden knew; 
While blossoms here their sweets unfold, 
Bow'd is the tree with fruit of gold. 

'■* And thou fom'd stream ! what tho' no more 
Hie world's emporium as of yore ; 
Tho' grac'd not with the Roman Dame> 
Thy realm coptending Actions claim : 

" A Pharaoh's daughter erst was thine, 
Whom pity touch'd with cares divine. 
As she (he prophet chanc'd to note 
While in his ozier>bark afloat. 

" Thou knew'st a Cleopatra's reign, 
Who number'd victors in her train; 
A Julius, led by glory's ray t 
An Anthony — (9 love a prey I 

" A Ptolemy of leam'd renown, 
And great Sesostris wore thy crown ; 
Tbine, Memphis! crush'd by adverse fetes, 
And Thebes — that op'd an hundred gateil 

" And stni sfaalt thou our homage keep, 
While sea-girt Hiaros awes the deep ; 
While left for ages to admire> 
Thy pynoiidi to heav'n aspire ! 
S * 
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" While pletttj' on tlijr banks is found, 

To feed the fiiinuh'd nations ratmd ; 
' While Poets itrive to sing in vain 

The wondMi of thy vernal reign t" 

Our travellers appetu- to have be^i delighted with their 
new midence, notwithstanding its very uninviting name of 
" iEser VI Katra^" or the city of Anguish. But they had 
been so plundered, and terrified, and teased, and ehused at 
Yambi^ Cosily and Gfainnah, that every tlung by contrast now 
proved doubly delightful. To thdr hcmour he it recorded, 
ala(^ that amidst the luxuries of the; coital <tf Jj^wer Egypt, 
th^ did not ferget to ehow their gratitude to the good Shaik 
Ul Arab, to whom they now transmitted, l^ their camel- 
drivers, 8 Turkey-carpe^ for the use of his sera^o» and s 
piece of purple broad cloth, with satin bcing» for a vest to 
' himself; to these Were added, some jars of fVench fhiits, and 
Italian swefitmeals, - together with a &w rarities ior the ladies. 
These were also accompanied with a complimentary letter. 

On the 24th of September, they once more onbarked in a 
boat, and proceeded along.the river, to the village of Daranie 
on the Delta; but not until they had learned the joyful intel- 
ligence, that Mr. Whitehall had arrived in a month at Cairo, 
firom London, with diq>atches containing orders for (he resto- 
ration of Lord.Pigpt to the govemm^kt of Fort St. George. 
They now continued their course to Roeetta, and at length, 
arrived at Alexandria. Tb^ immediately visited Pompey's 
pillar, to the top of which, some EngUsh sulors had contrived 
to scramble by an ingenious contrivance, about four years 
before, for the ^press purpose of drinking a bowl of pundi on 
its summit. 

Having embarked on board a Fr^ich ship, called the Cleo- 
patn, on the 8th of October, for Marseilles, thcy< traversed 
the continent, and landed safely in SngUnd at the close of 
the year 1777, after a journey'of eleven months from' India. 
The duplicates of their di^tatches, had arrived at the India- 
Hoose, long before thenudves ; but they had the satii&ction 
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to be reodived with kindneu, and a speedy redress of aQ griev- 
ances was immediately promited. 

Mr. IrwiD, in the course of the next year (1778) married 
Miss Brooke. Iliis lady, wAs nearly r^ted to the celebrated 
Hrary Brookey a native of Ireland, who, after composing a 
poQDO, oititled, " Universal Beauty," which obt^ned (he ap- 
probstiMi of' Pq>e, wrote the cdebrated tragedy of Otistavus 
Vasa, and the novels, caUed "the Fool 6{ Quality*" and 
"JuBet GraiTiHe." 

His snspeasion having been taken off by order of the Court 
-ofDirectors, andhehimedfrestoredtohls &»rnier station in the 
servioeof the East India Compuiy, Mr. Irwin now determined 
to return to Asia. Equally undi»nayed and undeterred hy the 
miseries uid mieh^ which had attended him during hie 
former perflons journey, he actually set out again on a similar 
oiie in 1780. iSa expmeoce^ however, proved eminoitly 
serviceable to him, on the present occasion, and his route ovei- 
land was litr mwe ftatunat^ as well as expeditious now than 
before. 

On his arrival at Madras, a new and most distressfld scene 
presented itselfi When he left India, the Company's servants 
w€Te divided among themselves, and many flagrant instances 
<^ insubordination bad actually tak^ place; bat now, the 
very existence of its dominions was threatened, and insult 
Ei^wradded to mBfortune. A superior French fleet, under the 
BaiUi de Stafiein, more than once threatened the Companj-^s 
settlements, and the dnmn haitUs of Admiral Sir Edward 
Hughes, coo^red bat litde security on thdr maritime domi- 
lUoM. In addition to this, Hyder Ally had over-nm the Car- 
natic, and hia light troops occasionally advanced to the very 
■walla of Fort St George,' wMe the finances of the English in 
that quarter of the world, as well as their ene^, seemed to be 
paral^cd. On this oecan<«^ the knowledge, int^ty, and 
aWlitiea of Mr. InriB proved pecuUu-ly serviceable: and he 
wws employed more than ^oe on misuons of no little conse- 
qiM9«i to the praip«rity rfthe Company, which, by a display 
of its rwoai-ces, conpled w^ many singular instances of good 
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fi)rtunc^ at length contrived to Burmount all its difficuldea, kfad 
prove fsi more poweHul and floumhing than before. ' 

The late Lord Macartney, who was no bad judge rf the 
human character, now inrdced th^ aid and services of Mr. 
Irwin; and in cona^uence of this selection, he was nominated 
a member of the comnuttee » for the management of the terri- 
* tory and revenue of the Camatic." Thisnobleman afterwards 
employed him in a situation of peculiar delicacy and imports 
ance : this was the superintendance and adniinistration 'of the 
provinces of Tinnivelly and Madurah, To his lot, also, feU the 
necessary bat arduous task of conciliating th^ Polygar chie&, 
-with whom he accordingly entered into direct rand immediate 
negotiations, for the purpose of keeping the . districts now 
under his management in a. state'of quiet and security^. With- 
out this, it was impossible either to govern the Country, raise 
crops, obtain rents, or levy taxes. The neighbouring Polj- 
gafs wer^ before this period, a kind.of free-bootersj who de- 
scended on the peaceable inhabitants . of the pluns, and 
swept away the fruits of their labours. When the country ap- 
pertuned to the Nabob, thtiy were constantly in amu; and 
such were the oppressive exactions of .his Higltness's' servants 
al)d managers, that they were rather enccniraged than deterred, 
during the existence of his government. But the ceded dis> 
trictswere now. managed with ability as well as justice; and 
an armed force was prepared, reedy to march at a momait's 
notice, in order to punish all infractions. But it was seldom 
that Mr. Irwin had occasion fo recur to mihtaiy coerdim ; 
for the syst^ regularly adopted by him was both liberal'Oitd 
lenient : and, accordin^y, he soon won the esteem and ecBtEr- 
dencft of the natives, by his onvaryiog int^ity and good- con- 
duct. According to the very flattering report of the committee 
of enquiry, " no force was required in this district to overawe 
the Folygars; and thdr cpnfid^ncein the Ccsnpany'sjiistioe was 
such, that a single message drew the most powerfbl of tli^ni 
fc<aa their woodd to pay then* tribute or give any other^proof 
of obedience diat was demanded : they protected the property 
of the government and of the hoBlAiidiiinn, paid the stipulated 
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tribute, with the greatest pat of dieir'fixed bakndes^ and is 
less than two yqara the-Company litd receired, nearly half 
tlie amount of the nabob's collection, in ei^teenJ" . ' . 

Some changed' bavuig taken place in the manatgemebt of these 
districts, Mr. Iiwin returned to Europe in 1785, and after 
reposing himself for a time in the bosom of his &mi^, here? 
curred odce more to his literary' pursuits, aikl published seroral 
of his compositions, both in prose and verse. The Court cf'Di- 
rectqrs, in tertiihony .of his so'pices, voted him a handscqtae smn 
of money, by way of indemnificatjop for :thc ^ein^icee he h'ad per- 
formed, and the losses he had sustained, anditl 1792, he was 
q>pointed with some other respectable ^itlemai, to supma- 
tend the Company's a&irs in^China. He retunied in 1794^, and 
having now obtidned an honourable independence, aspired soon 
after to be a director himself; but without that success to 
which bis merits and knowledge so hiUy entitled him. This 
doubtless proceeded from the amiabTe simplicHp of bis cha- 
racter : for no one was ever less embued with that litde cun- 
ning, usually dignified with the ^pellation of " a knowledge 
of the world." He now passed his time in retirement, de> 
voting himself to the social converse of a few persons whom he 
esteemed. His leisure hours were, as formerly, occasionally 
devoted to the Mnses, and he, at length, e^ired at Clifton, on 
October 14, 1817, leaving behind him the character of a man, 
ID uniformly good and amiable, *' that he never lost a friend, 
and never made an enemy." Mr. Irwin was a member of the 
Royal Irish Academy; and although not bom in the sister 
kingdom, he always exhibited a strong attachment to the soil 
of hiB fore&thers. 



List of the Works of En/les Irvim, Esq. 

1. St. Thomas's Mount, a Poem, 4to. 1771. 

2. Bedukah, an Indian Pastoral, 4to. 1776. 

3. Advraitures during a Voyage up the Red Sea, and a Jour- 
ney across the Desart, 1 vol. 8vo. 1780. 

4. Eastern Ectc^es, 4to. 1780. 
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5. Epiade to Mr. Ha7%, 4Co. I78S. 

6. Ode on AeDeath of Hyder AII7, 4to. 1784. 

7. TriiuDpb of IimocauM, an Ode, 4to. 1796. 

S. loquiiy into the teasatoli^ of Bnon^Mite's Expediticm to 
theEMt,8T0. 179A. 

9. Boon^tartc in ^Egypt, 8vo. 1798. 

10. Nilm, an £1^7 on the Victory of Admiral Nelson, 
4to. 1798. 

1 1 . The fiulure of the French Crasade, 8vo. 1 799. 
IS. The Bedouins, ISmo. 180S. 

13. Ode to Iberia, 4to. I8O8. 

14. El^iy on the Fall of Saragossa^ 4to. 1808. 

15. N^Ktleon, or the Vanity of human wishes, 2 parts, Ito^ 
1S14. 
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No. XII. 



Her Rotal .Highness 
The Princes* CHARLOTTE op WALES, 



Ihe Princess Charlotte- Caroline- Augusta, was the only 
child of his Royal Highness George-Augustus-Frederick, 
Prince of Walfs, by C^roUne-Amelia-EUzabeth, second 
dau^ter of the late Duke of Bnuiswick, whose mother, 
Augusta, was eldest sister of his present Mqesty George III. 
Her Royal Highness was bom at Carlton-House^ on the 
7th day of January 179$, precisely none months after the 
scdenmization of the niqitials between her august parents, who 
were first cousins. The birth as usual in such cases, was 
accompanied by an extraordinary degree of publiaty; &r 
.there were present on that occasion, the sole surriring brother 
of his present Majesty *, the late Archbishop of Canterbury; 

■ Hii B«pl Highno* the Utc Duin of GloucetUi. 
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tbe Lord Chancellor, and all the great officers of stat^ as 
well as the most distinguished persons of the Prince's own 
bousehold. The ladies of the Princess of Wales's bed-duim- 
ber, also assisted on this memorable and joyful event. 

For a considerable period of her infancy, this Royal Child 
was reared under the care itnd tuition of her mother, who then 
occasionally resided in the vicinity of Greenwich.* The pious 
and learned Dr. Porteus, late Bishop of London, who appears 
to have paid a visit to the Princess of Wales, and conversed 
&miliafly with her daughter when only five years and seven 
months old) not only found her mind imbued with the prin- 
. ciples of religion, but discovered a tenacity of memory, and s 
promise of future excellence, that greatly delighted the worthy 
prelate.! He has indeed Idl his sentiments on this subjecton 
record ; and it is no small d^;ree of praise, thus early to have 
arrested the attention and obtained liie secret praises of so emi- 
nent a man. 

The health of her Royal Highness, however, was not >at 
ibia period such as could have been wi^ed. But great, and 
almost instantaneous relief was expected, and readily obtain- 
ed fix>m the salutary effects of invigorating sea-breezes. Ac- 
'cordingly, a removal for a few weeks to South-End, was no^ 
deemed necessary ; bat Bognor first, and Weymouth after- 

• At Shi«inhui}-Honw, filtddwuh. 

■f " Y«ilin(lij, the Cth of Anguit) laolfl puK<] > lerndemnl itjtt Shrembuij- 
HouK, neu Shootei'i Hill, the ictSdcncc <^ the PrintcM Cbulolti of .Wile*. 11i«(|i^ 
wu fine, the pruapecl czteniin and beiutifiil, laking iu > lirg* reicb of the IluiMi, 
whkbtni coreredwith imeti of vBtioiu I'lZeiand tleacrlpiioiii. 

" y/ttaw igood dal of the f oiing IMB(tw;.>he it > moel captivitiDg ind cagigiBg 
child ; utd coniidering the high itaiioD ihe p»j heniftet fill, ■ lootl inltrtitip|^ ilid 
iiiipoiitnl ore. She repeeted to me meral of her hyroni wjih greit coirectneu lod 
pnpriet; ; rod being told, when ghe went to Sooth-End, id Ettia, (u the ifiennid* 
did fur the benefit of icm-bsilui^} aha vioM (hen be in my dioteie, ihe f^tl. dmra on 
hei kucei, biuI heg^ my b1»ting. I gave it hn itUh ill m^ h«an, mnd niih mj 
eVMU ueret pn;cn to God, thit ihe might adom heir illustriaiu itaiibn nili ciety 
Chtlitian gnee i and thai If ever abe b«([ae,.the Quoea'of thii (m^ great and glorioB* 
country, ihe might be (he meini of. dilfluing Tittae, pieij, md hap^iineu, thloag^ 
nny pan of her ilomioianiV' '• . - 

EitiKt ftom the Joiimal of the Utc Biihopof lioiM|oB,publiilud|fnrbwlaiJ>luF*a 
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wards, became the places selected for her residaice, when ,a 
recuireDce wae had to salt-water for relie£ 

At a proper age, the Princess Charlotte was removed fnMn 
the nursery, and placed^ by her Royal Grandfather, under the 
superint^idence of a very worthy aad pious Countess, who 
acted for some years as Gouvemante. Notwithstanding a cer- 
tain sprighdiness, wliich is but seldom accompanied with ap- 
plication, her Royal Highness not only exhibited an early 
promise <^ talents ; but was actually prevmled upon to dj^dicste 
a large portion of her time. to studies of various kinds. These 
were at first superint^ded by females ; but as maturity a[H 
[ffoadied, we find the following members of, her estabhshment 
placed in succession about the person of this amiable and dis- 
tinguished Princess, who from the moment of her birth,, had 
be^i constantly looked up to, with eventful eyes, both, as tho 
hope of a nation, andtbe heir to its throne., 

Zttf of thou aitpla/ed in the education f^ ier Bsnfoi I£giaestt 
the PntMxuCharUatetJjvm her tender searStmUl the epo^^ 



Cpimtess of EiioiN.' 

l^s Oabth. ... 

Lady De Clipfobd, ^ ^ 

Mrs. Ujihey. 

Miss Gale. 

Dr. FtsHBR, first Lord BidK^ of Exeter, and afterwards 

of Salisbuty. 
Rev, Dr. Nott. 
Rev. -Dr. Shobt.. 

.XheDuchess of Lwds-, ... 
Rev,- A. Stsbicv; 
Mrs. Lewis. 
Mtsi.Caufbelu 
The Misses Coaxes.. . 



. ,Zt is eminently disagnK^e ev^ in,{irivate Ule^ to Eecur to 
iaxagij dissensionai ^lu^ i|^>v3[)ald I^ botfi f>M|ifiil aod io^eliqate 
to detail any of the differences that may have occurred among 
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the most angost penonages in the empire. It is sufficient 
therefore to state, that unhappily sndi actually did exist, and 
wwt prodactive of the most distreAiog results to all parties. 

Thi Princes* of Wales had presided, bodi over the infiutc^ 
snd riper years of a bdored daughter, who, on the retreat <^ 
l>ady Qg^, was confided to the' superinteiidentie of Stqdiia, 
Oovager Baroness de Clifibrd, a personage not a Utde attached 
to^ and greatly beloved by, the distinguished female, und^ her 
imaiediate care A limited, idthougb uninterrupted intercourse 
WU still -snfiered to take place between Wurwick-House onA 
-Coniiau^it- Place, even after her H^al Highness had obtwned 
a sqnrate establishment. Bat this was not lated kn^ to 
endure. . 

In3814,when the Princess CSiarlotte had stained the mature 
- age of Ortega, her iHrth-day vas celebrated widi a conndra-- 
able degree of splendour ; and ha- Royal H^^oesB reoeired the 
annpUioaits of the nobility and gentry for the first time. On 
^i» oocantm a visit was permitted to her royal mother, wiu> 
descended to the door and embraced ho- daughter, with the 
most cordial affection. 

On the 12th of July, I8U, all the hous^oM of the Princess 
Charlotte was suddenly and unexpectedly dismissed, and her 
person confided tor a short period to the Dowager Countess of 
RoBslyn, and the Countess of Ildiester. Her Royal Highness 
at the same time received intimation, that she was to remove 
to Cranboume-Lodge, and tliere to remun, under the sole 
superintaidence of certain laches, without whose acquiescence 
neither letters nor visits were to be received. 

On Uiis, the young Princess, actuated by a sudden movement 
of filial ofifeaion, instantly repaired, unknown to, imd unac- 
companied by any one, to Ctmnaiight-Plao^ in order to dis- 
close her sorrows : but having been disappointed in her hopes' 
<^ seeing her mother, who happoied to be absent, she vras at 
length persuaded to return to Chiton* House, whither she was 
accompanied by her Uncle the Duke of York. 

Soon after this the Princew of VTales (Augusts, 1614,)'re- 
potred to the Contin^ «od has linecjettled in Italy. Mean- 
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wbUe die daughter resided, as b^ore stated, in tb« vidni^ of 
Win^nr; kadtbe neat SDaivH'sary of faer turtli dayt at which 
period she hiad complete ber nineteenth year, was observed at 
the Castle, with great splendour. The entertainment conchided 
vath ttgtaod/ete, not only to all the branches of tb« royal 
fka^y, batalao to sevend of the nobility, at Frogmofe. - 

On May 16th, 1815, her Royal Highness was presented at 
Court,' f(» the first time. Nearly abtiut Uie same time, this 
amiable female rcceiYed tbeaddresses of the yowig Prince of 
Oiaog^ whose bmily had sought and obtained refi^ here 
after Umif expulsion &<HQ HoUand. His M^esty had takeq 
BB ear^ and a lively interest in the &t« of this youth, who wag 
grandson to the lat« Stadtholder. .Under the royal auspices, 
he had been smt to Osibrd, and was always deemed the in- 
tHided husband o( die fotuie Que^ of Engla^ But he< 
Royal Highness, fram tho v^ first, declined this mati^ and 

■ with due prudence, sbetteftd hw objectwns under the most 
decfurous pretexts wlu^ filial du^ cdnld wish ^> ot an a£[ec-> 
tiflsi to ber future sobjeots suggesb His Royal Highnesi^ sfier 
the battl6 of Wat«loo, which conferred'A di^9B on his father, 
returned to tbiscoimtry, to ivnew his stilt; but withoat success. 
Another lover was ^ object ^ her choice. This proved to 
be IVince Lec^ld, the third brother of the reigning Duke c^ 
Cobourg, who cpnrtitutes the head of a younger brani^ of the 
family of the king of Saxony. On taking leave of the unfor- 
tunate and gaUant Duke of Brunswick-OeU, for the purpose 
of visiting England, his Serene Highness, whose mother was, 
nearly related to the Royal Family c^ England, presented him 
with letters of introduction ; accordingly, ^urii^ the memorable 
summer c^l&li, he was presented at Court. His Highness 
had fought gallantly in the Austrian army during the recent 
ecmtioental war, and althmigh he possessed no very high rank 
in the sarviee of the Emperor, yet he found means to make 
hiraself ^tiitgitished, on^nore than ans occasion, by his hi^ 

- very. This young German, in consequence of his anuabla 
qlialides, at loigth attracted the notice of the Prinoese C^iar- 
lotb^ vho could slot be jn a w i sib le either, to his mm^ 'pfa-soQel 
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as veil as mental accomplishments. After Berra^ interviews 
both' at -Biicldngham a'nd Warwick-HouEe,'the ycftutg Prinee 
returned to the continent; but'he renewed his visit in the W-' 
^Soning of the year 1816. 

■ As the consent of the Prince R^ent had now' be«i ob-" 
tained^and evei^- thing was fully arranged, after the usuaT 
prefetory ceremonies, the Great Seal of England was affixed^ 
by order of John Lord Eidoh, High Chanc^or, to tbe' instru- 
ment authorising the marriage; which took place May '2d,' 
I8I6, in the great crimson room, at Carlton 'House. Tke 
ceremony- was performed by his Grace the Archbishop 4^ 
Canterbury, in the presence of her Majesty, the Prince "Regent,' 
the Dukes of York, Clarence, and Kent, &c. &c. Two daya 
aflerj his royal father-in-law was pleased to appoint bis 
Serene Highness Leopold-George^Frederick Prince of Saxfr 
Cobourg, of Saalfield, a General'in the British army. 

The parliament soon after testified its Uberalily by a suit- 
able provi^on of 50,000^ per annum, during their joint Jives, 
and the life of the survivor; to which was added a separate' 
income of 10,000^ additional, for the Princess Charl<rite, by 
way- of pin-money, while 60,000/. were advwiced for plat^ 
and equipages, as-well as to render Claremont, now purchased 
for thieir residence^ worthy of its iDastrious owfiers. -In a 
matrimonial connection, such as this, where ttn> hearts beat' 
in unisdn together, and no base- or sordid calcuUtions were' 
allowed to intervene, the hours passed ra]»dly and pleasantly' 
away^ At length, to the great joy of the nation^ her Ro}-al 
Highness was declared to-be pregnant, and fourteen millions 
of people were now on. the tip-toe of expectation. All were 
prepared to burst forth into a delirium of joy on Clearing the 
news' of- a happy accouchement. Sir Richard Crofts, the son- 
in-lawf and pupil of the celebrated Dr. Denman, was selected 
to preside' on this occaMon. ' Dr. Baillie, his brother-in^Uw, 
had'alao instructions to be in attendance; and the assistance 
of Dr. JoIhi ^ms was invoked at a later period. 

The -moment that her Royal -Higbnessfdund herself seri- 
ously inditpOEcd, the '■ Archbifibop of ■■ Canterbiuy,' ' tbe Bislu^ 
;: . r 1 -/ 
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of Loiidon, the* Lord' Chancellor, and all tHe greftt pfficers of 
state, as is usual on these occasions, assemblet] at Claremont. 
The two first, bulletins, were of a favourable, although not 
of a very deduve nature; bat the third, dated " Claremont, 
November 5, 10 o'clock, p.'m: announced the meUncholy in* 
telligoice of' the birth of asUIl-bom male child;" to which, 
lioweter, was added the consolatory sentence, "that Hor 
.Rt^al Highness is doing extr^nely well." But, alas I ha 
Royal Highness was suddenly seized with spasms^ and after 
s sevoe stru^le, died in - the ' arms of Mrs. Lewis, who 
Jiad been' an attendant on her person from childhood. :The 
fi^owing official letter from the Secretary of State, soon dis-. 
closed the fatal intelligence ; this was almost instantaaeousiy 
diffiised over the wlu^e metri^lis, the inhabitants of ^ivhich, 
now converted their ejected gratulations, into bitter tears. 

" To the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, 

*' Whitehall, Novanber 6. 
" My Lord, 6 o'clock, a. «^ 

"It is with the deepest sorrow, that I infpnn.your 
Lordehip, that Her Royal Highness, the Princess Charlotte, 
expired this morning, at half-past two o'doclc 

-" I have the honour to be, 8ic &c., fltc. ■ , 

. *' SiDMOUTH." 

This most melancholy, and alarming catastrophe, vaM im- 
mediately promulged to the whole nation, by the London 
Gazette Extraordinary, published in the course of the same 
day ; while the; solemn toUtTig of the great bell of St Peal% 
had before announced the moumfuV and distressing tidings 
to the whole metropolis and its immediate vicinity. 

Thus prematurdy demised, in the arms of one of her 
attendants ', in the bloom of life, and the full enjoyment 
of all the consolations that can be derived from rank, for- 
tune, and grandeur, the Princess Charlotte-Augusta, daughter 
of His R<^al Hi^^uiess the Prince Regent, and consort of his 
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Stmae Highness, Tr'aiie jAoptM mt SMayCebourg^ ^ tl9 
SBd year of her age. In respect to ttBtar^ As was <^ tb« 
middle 'size, and ntther large and fiiU, Bat her pefson was 
diily proportioned ; and there was a ceruin dagrse aS ayn* 
m^try, as weU as lorclinegs, diffiued over her whc^ ferm. 
The limbs were d^cately rouDded, eapeoially the anu and 
toctes; the head in partioatar, exhibited an air of-iniiiglad 
grace and dignity; her large and intriligent bhu eyes, l^tcd 
up features that seemed to improva by oofitemplation, white 
they conferred no smfall brilliancy on a eompiaxion that nature 
had rend««d uneommonly iair. It was ksposrible, itidead, to 
ioan the whole figure, even with a sii^^noe, withoat bek^ 
affh:ted at otie and the some time, -iriiA-''«B interestit^; and 
indelible iitipression. 

Her Royal Highnesi's ^rit. Was truly and diaraot^slioid^ 
English. Accustonied frequently to behold the sea, she always 
contemplated it as the appropriate scene of British glory. 
On visiting a ship of'the line, in 1815, (the Leviathan of 
74 guns;) this animated Princess trod for the first time' on 
'* tbe wooden walls of old England f and taied on this o^ 
casion to pay a tribate of homage to- the stem virtues of tin 
muden Queen, who first roidered dur navy formtdiAila in 
modem timesl Sentiments such as these, justified the fondest 
hopes of a splendid reign : for the glories of EUzabeth, would 
hot have been tarnished, with the pFood, faai^ty, and im- 
perious rule of the Tudors. 

In point, of acquirements, it was evident that nature had 
contributed a« much as instruction, to render the education of 
this lamented Princess, in no sm^ degree, complete. Of 
her own vernacular tongue, both as to its principle and prac- 
tice, it is unnecessary to observe, that she was a complete 
mistress. The French, the Italian, the German, were also 
^miliar; .and the most celebrated works in these three lan- 
guages, were perused with equal grace and facility. 

Nor were the embellishments of f«nale education forgotten : 
the strings of the harp, and the keys of the piano^ were struck 
with uncommon dehcacy, and effect, I>y fingers formed from early 
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yMth, to ozlnKt fivBi thete iottninleats, tite-fioeft tfHiee snd 
the thicat' bsnh6ny. Drawing too, ae weU as oiiisk, did Bffi 
display their attraction* in vain. I^ndec^pe frequeiotly e»' 
l^iycd the Imaitre Jboors of royiiij, and some of the beaatiful 
TMws aroond Claremont, attest the delicacy both. of her vye 
and hntd. Her pencil too, at times, a^ired to historical sub* 
JMtt, amd a head of Hannibat still exhibitsthe fierce eye, the 
uncfwquered spirit, and the nnconquered tnind of the hero of 
fiagnntnm and -Caaoa. 

Mr^ Cocv^ is taidto hare directed her taste and judgment 
in the fine arts ; wiiile the dder Bacon taught his rojral pupU 
how to modt^iritb eflect, so as to traneiiiie to plaster, the form, 
and air, and manner, of real life. Cimtecit with attaining tie 
plaatte art, we have not learned that her Royal Uigboess evet 
winded the laattet, ordirected the chisel in order to oonfer OR 
*rudeb)ocfcofiiM»Ue,alldie ^tures and aniiBetitm of the 
4< human fbnji dhhM." 

SA^Ma«f higher important «^«re not, in the mean Uom^ 
overlooked. Her illustrious- father was '{leased pubUcly to 
declare, dtat he had educated his Mdy <Aild acoMtding to the 
ptindples of the Englkh cocutitirtien, in rMpect to which he 
had-sdected "^ friend, Mr Fox, aa a model." Accordingly, 
his dau^ter was tatl^ frvm her early youth, to prononnee 
the name of tint ^eat orator wtth respect; and was oCcUGtomed 
- to presettt his tnnt, hy Qoubitiac, to her particulw- friends.* 

* TV felloKing lettn to the lut Connist of Albesurlf , ■ daughicc of Lad; dc Qif^ 
fcri,«tiaiD4>ebdbcn«ctii*lom«4H>MC,*Bi eoiTMpoiid with, wuhmr nttnint, «m 
MMtKaaM bjoaeaf thw. 

** My deu IaJj AllMinirie, 

'* J mou hwtilj thank jou &» jtiar rtxj kind letter, which I huten'to uiwcr. But 1 
kmi Dirt fiirget) ibtt thu tnicr niut 4k • lMt« t''cangntidaiiaM,^ie BMttiihccn'. I 
J«*tj<Nbu>diilwnfgtpib«M uiia*iili>l do Mtfomofot T<>uibi{ipiBewiBihiainKU, 

" M*; jfou twie u fnr nm, and Tcrationi, u nn fill lo the lot of mm ; uid dm* 
TOO long be ip«d, rod long tojoj the btEuini; of all otben the tnoat prMkmi^Yanr 
tut ModiW^trfaaiii DoiaiaK prtciowM fm An to nn. But tlMra ii atriiarvhkh 
^cctfMfaaiectUd (the boMof the Right Hon. Charlea Jimea Fm,) which I hop; jo« 
^H Kke; and if iticnnetbiM* mnindi jptn of nie. It Will tie a. gnat (oufce of plnuure to 
at. l'*balt b« tndKlwpff W «m foa, ftr k ii> loeg tho^, bsm I lud «hM jbwiuB, 
, "Adiaunf dnrX«^.A]bcffulei*iidbe!ie?eiw^e*fii 

" Youc affenionaCi and iliVerfFriMid, 

■ « chasloWe." 

s S 
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In respect to religion, her Rc^al Hig^neti was edacated in 
the' principles of the Church of England, to which she always 
profesBcd a decided attachment Had it pleased Providence 
that this interesting Princess had lived to ascartd the' throne, 
like her ancestors, she would have doubtless supported It; 
widtont forgetting, however, the protection due, not only to ^ 
other Protestant, but even to all Catholic institutions within 
the pale of the empire. 

Her Royal Highness, like her venerable Grandfatho*, ccHi- 
^antly felt and exhibited the most lively into'est in the diffu- 
sion of human knovdedge. His Majes^ was pleased frequently 
to express a hope, *f that he; might live long enough to learn 
that every one within his dominions could read the Bible!" 
This has be«i nearly realised during the latter part of his reigo ; 
and his most amiaUe grand-daughter mntributed with the Mr 
most zeal, to accomplish his most gracioua and benignuit 
wishes. Every one within the range of her daily excnrHions, 
was provided with this boqic ; and it was always acoHnpamed 
with obvious and suitable admonitions. 

Not Umiting her exertions to this pmnt, our au^[ust Princew 
endowed scho^ and afterwards superintended their progreu: 
without this, all the rest is but a waste of wealth t Her boun- 
ty was also extended to charitable establishments, already 14 
existence : for during flie last rigorous winter, she was pleaied 
to render the situation of many young females more comfort- 
able, by means of cloaks, er manUes, of the warmest and plain- 
est materials ; and that th^ mi^t not rappose any degradation 
ami^^ to such a present, her tUjyid Wi^ineaa ccmdescaicled 
to wear one of them herself! 

This ami^l^ess of character and disposition extended . to 
the lowest ol^ects ; but her goodness vras not unmingled with 
discretion. She loved cUcmliness .■ and the very appearance of 
it, was sure to attract s present of clothes, on die put c£ the 
poor and distressed. Thus every cottage in the vicinity fwas 
visitedj hunger was banished Irom her domun; the tears of 
the orphan were dried up ; while the ugbs of ^e widow were 
not'heard in vun I 
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On all these occasions, the use of.pompoas titles were inter- 
dicted ; yet the strange and incongruous ^peUations Ousted 
by gratitude were heud with a smile; while the wants, and the 
pJiayers of helpless in£uicy and debiUtating age were alone at- 
tended, to. , 

.EvCT.in her rebukes, the illustrious Charlotte exhibited an 
,ori|^iiaHty of character. , She once reclaimed an attendant 
who never was punctual by the present of a watch ; and waa 
thus ^'aciouB, even in her reprehensions. 
. CM" a princess so endeared, not only to a whole county, but 
a whole nation, happily some precious memorials still reniun. 
Her Royal Highness's poitrait was painted with gre&t fidcili^ 
and:efiect by Sir Thomas Lawrence, R. A. The first bust 
.was by the late Mr. Bacon, Another was moulded, on her 
marriage, and then cut in marble by the plastic hand and 
.skilful phjsel of Tumerelli; a tlurd has been since completed 
under the eye of Mr, Hudenbei^, a German ; while' seveAl 
exctiHent miniatures, by Daw, are treasured up in the cabinet 
of his Serene Highness, her mournful husband. ITiat fond* 
amiably and accomplished |*rince, has ordered her apartment 
to .be preserved exactly in the same state as it was Idt at- tlxe 
-commencement of the last fiital illness. He has also visited' her 
tomb; and.while at Claremont, he daily repairs to h^rdresih 
ing-room, where be recognises, as so many precious relics, 
every thing that can remind him of happier and more pro^w:^ 
ous days. 

We shall coticlude this mournful article by a quotation from 
the very appropriate text of one of the many public expres- 
sions x>f grief on the demise of a princess, who is here de^ly 
and most sincerely lamented : " On account of her Royal 
Highness's talents and ac(piirements ; her attadimoit to the 
princ^tes of true freedom, civil and religious, which have con- 
stituted the basis of our coimtry's felicity and glory i the coun- 
tenance which her public conduct and domestic virtues afforded 
tathe interests of good morals, and the exercises of pie^'and 
devotion ; while from her courteous and condescending man- 
ners we were led to anticipate, in common with the country at 
n 4 
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htge, extemiTe bleasjitfi;s to die eo&uniiniiy wider htr ivit, if 
rtw bad lived to fill th« throne of this uiqUd kii^dom. 

- " But as the Aimi^ty has be«i pleeaeel, in the coane of 
ilia providence to dis^point our sanguine hopeq, by temoviag 
her, w6 trust, to a better world, we bow in humble sabmisuon 
bmeath hu chastening rod, luid pray tlut the UoiTenal Sore- 
t«ign wiU cause good to arae out of the na^oaal afflictioB f 
vai& that He may sdR cMitiinie to be a w^U of fire round 
about, and the gloiy, ire Uie midst of our land-" 

No one memberj either of the present or any tamer royal 
'fitmily, was ever so long, wt genecaHy, and so de^ly lam^ited. 
, Prince Ardiur ao^ King Edward VI. both died at a tender 
-age^ Had were doubtless mourned by their contemptvaries ; 
the AuFora of a day glorious to England, seemed to open with 
the dawning virtues of Heary, eldest son of James I^ aad the 
death of the Duke of Gloocester, sole surriTing ehild of Queen 
Aimej by esdndii^ the Stuart line and introdncing that -of the 
HJuatpknu sovenngn of Hanover, aflbrded no smsll ccNuolaticn 
.anidst die afflictions of the nation. 

Btt when the Dwraing star of the Houseof Bnmswick be- 
■vanie ed^Med for ever, the dynasty hself seemed ready to be 
ttctmgoit^ed ; a whole nation ftlt the, shock, not as«a sveot 
-to wkich royalty itself is incident; bat wefe lost and bewildered 
ia wond^ first, and then in horror> aa if visited 1^ some great 
-eonvabucm of nature. 

At length, whoi no longer astounded with t^ror and vm~ 
'pris^ the striking and infrequent, ^cample was beb^, of a 
-whole people voluntarily clad in black and difihsed in tean. 
So great indeed, and so general was the moral effect of this 
eynqtathy, that it proved at once conta^ous and fatal : for tbe 
-jslidden conmnioication of .h^ Royal Highneas's p^matnre 
- aid lamented fote produced a sinnkr c^astn^e oa the part 
of many a.-ddicate femi^ vdto also became in rapid sticeeaticai 
both a.mother and a corpse I 

The remains of her RojisI Highness' were dqwaited in a 
.mdiogsBy coffin*, linad an'd trimmed with white sadn; the 
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bokter and pillow, beiog covwcd mtfa &b ume ; th« pUt^ 
which vrfii of silver gilt, bore the flowing inacHption : 

Depowtum 
UltuCriHinue Principisue CHAMiOTTit 

Olustriaaititi PrinciiM Okokvii AuouaTi 

FSIBSSICI 

Priacifris WaUin, Brittonianim Re^ntii 

Viiite unicK, 

Consartisqiie Sereniwiiju Prindpis 

LcoFotDi Qkdroii Fhidbhici 

Duds SvcaaiK, MsTduouia Misnis, 

IiHidgnvS Thnringis, Principis Coborg! 

SaaHieldeiuii, E&ercitaum Begii 

MarHcaUi; M^estati Ih^s a 

SiiBctiwibtu Consiliis, Ordioii Pericelidii 

et Honoruiniiat Ordinjs Militaris 

de Balneo Equiti* ;' 

l^it 6tB die Norembm anno Domiiii 

M.DCCCXnL. JRtKti»mmXKJX. 

The boc^ (^ Ae wAmt was embtdmed in the suae manner 
as that of the Princess, and placed in a separate cfrfCn. 

7%e ^fiJlcftdtig •was the Order qfProcesstm': 

Naral KnightB of Windsor, in full dress ubifom. 

Poor Enigbts of Windsor, in mantles and gowns. 

Pages of the Prince Leopold. 

Pages of the fioyal Family. 

Pages of the Prince Regent. 

Pages of their Majesties. 

Solicitor to her late R^yftl Highness. 

Comptroller of the Household of her late Koyal Highliess. 

Apothecaries of her lute Royal Highness. 

Surgeons of her late Royal Higkness. 

- The Curates and Rectors of the parishes of Bsher and Windsor. 

Phyuciant who attended her late Royal Highness. 
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' • Chaplains to hip Serene Highnew. 

EqueiTj to her late Royal Higbneu^ 

Equerries of the Royal Family. 

Equerries of the Prince Regent. 

Quarter-Master^General. Adjutant^General. 

Officers of the Duchy of Coruwall. 

Chamberlain to the Great Steward of Scotland. 

Grooms of the Bed-iAamber to the Prince Regent. 

Pursuivants of Arms. 

Comptroller of the ■* c IVeasurer of the 

Prince Regent's Hoasehold.| |p^iQce Regent's Household. 

Master of the Prince Regent's Household. 

Heralds at Arms. 

Privy Piir^e and Private Secretary ta the Prince Regent. 

Lords of the Prince Regent's Bedchamber. 

Norroy King of Arms. 

The Bishop of Exeter. The Bishop of Salisbury. 

The Bishop of I^ondon. 

The Ministers of Hanover and Saxony, Count Munster and 

Baron de Just. 

The Deputy Earl Marshal. 

His Majesty's Mimeterst 

The Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Choir of Windsor. 

Six Minor Canons. 

Prebendaries of Windsor. 

Dean ofWindsor, Hon. and Rev. Henry Lewis Hobait, D.D. 

C^tain of the Yeomen of die Guard. 

The Groom of the f The Lord Steward of hie i The King's Master 

Stole. \ Majesty's Household. J of the Horse. 

I Clarenceux King of Arras. 

-The Coronet of her Iate~i 



-The Coronet of her late^j 
I Royal Hi^mess, borae I 
J upon a black velvet rG 
I cushion by Colonel I 



Gentlemen Ushos.^ upon a black velvet ^Gentlemqn Ushers. 

cushion by 

Addenbroke.. 

r Garter Principal King of. 

Gentleman Usher. < Arms, bearing his L Gentleman Usher. 

I- Sceptre." J 
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Supporters of the Pall, 

Lady Arden, 
Lady Ellenborougfa. 
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Secretary to the rTheLordChanUieriamof) The 

Lord Cluuid>erlam. (. big Majeetj'a Houaehold- J Vice -Chamberlain. 
Supporters of the Pall, 
Lady Boston, 
Lady Grenville. 

Covered with ablack velvet Pall, adorned with eight escutcheons of 
her Royal Highness's Arms, and carried by eight Yeomen of 
the Guard, under a canopy of black velvet, borne by eight 
Gentlemen Ushers, 
HUR.H.tbe 
Duke of Clarence, 
Id a long black 
cloak, his train 
borne by two 
Gentlemen of his 
Royal Highne 
Household. 
Princeaofthe Bloc 



THE CHIEF MOURNER, 

. His Serene Highness 

PRINCE LEOPOLD. 

in a long black cloak, 

his train borne by 



His R. H. the 
Duke of York, 
in a long black 
cloak, his train 
borne by two 
Gentlemen of 
his R. H/a 
Household, 
le by two Gentlemen 



Ladies of the Bedchamber to her late Royal Highness, 

Women of the Bedchamber to her late Royal Highn^s. 

,His Majesty's Establishment at Windsor. 

Her Majesty's Establishment at Windsor. , 

Ladies Attendants on their Royal Highnesses the Princesses.' 

'Attendanta on her late Royal Highness the Princess Charlotte^ 

Attendants on her Majesty and the Frihcessei. 
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1 o Bl(^^phical sketches of two celebrated l^al and politi- 
cal characters, whe have left this frwi and tnoisilory ecene of - 
existence, we hare now to add a tlnrd, Ths (brma died at a 
matu^ age, in full poseeHsion of a splendid reputation, and long 
after they had attained high professional honours : for the Right 
Hon, George Ponsonby had been seated on the woolsack ; and 
the Right Hon. John Philpot Curran, had also worn the 
ermine ; but the subject of the present memoir was cut ofi^ when 
he had but just 'attained manhood, and without being able to 
realise thQse hopes, which had been formed from his early 
talents and his numerous virtues. 

Frands Homer, of whmn we are now about to treat, was 
bom in Edinburgh, August 12, 1778. He could not, like the 
first of these two great men, boast ather of wealthy relativfls or 
high family connexkma; be of course disclaimed those adven- 
titious adrantagoa of birth and fbrtune, oa whidi the world g»- 

Googlc 



UB. HOBSEE.' $55 

tiendfy sets so hi^ a Value; aad, Uke die uctmd of the cha- 
r&cUra jost nfiuded to, built a firm and sdid feondatba on his 
tstents and his eloquence. Thus, bocome like him, Ae firtia.- 
tect of his own fortune, he also erected a noble mperBtrucbu^ 
fimn the cotnpleticMi df which he was alone prerented by an 
untimely death. 

The &ther of Mr. Hcvner vas an eminent liaen-mannfiuM 
turer of Edinburgh, who detenoined to give him the best edii> 
eatioQ that could be obtained in his native country. His son 
was accordingly brought up at the High School, where it ww 
soon discovered that not only his intellectual powers but hit 
»[)idication to his labours were superior to those of his class' 
fellows.* He accordingly became an early &Tourite -with, and 
a distinguished pupil of the late ]>. Adam, who then presided 
there ; and a memoir of the life of that gentleman, wbo hM 
beei considered as a second Busby, was dedicated to him, by 
one of his schoot-^ows, at a time when the Public was but 
Httle aware of tbe estent of his genius.-|- 

. * Mr. Homer obivneJ U an culj period the nnl oT Dia, Biaong hi> KliOol'ftlloHi, 
d Angh Mr. BnnghMB ud the pmint Laid Alvocue <g Seotknd, trtre bn umiin 
pwutm. &nd be nutUaJy KtuMd ll)U dulineuuhetl Muion, in «f\xt of ill compo- 
tiiion. Dr. AiUm, the Rector, wu aeciutomert to observe, ibit " Fnncu Homer mi 
llie oolj boj be ererknEirtdka ftnif on oMArad i^xn ymoif (hAJiiertf" 

He ■•i.oererJiQown to join in ibe field •pocuoc ncreiiioni of my oflh* bfjig tpd 
heicBpt hi> iiaUon atichool bf hii ownlnduairj tnd ulente alone ; which enabled him lo 
eicel ibow who bad prlvan lulon to dincl tlieir nu'fiei. ft hii been illoi^Iii bj lome 
of bk raedicil incndi, that tbiwe eatif pMpenriiiet, «nd cooattnc ippVi*iiciD, dofJiv bti 
■* boji^ *1>T*>" coniributed but too much tn lov the aeeda of ihit pulmoiurjr diaeue, 
Hhirh uniled lut joach, overvrhelined h'u mintMoil, aiMl at length led torn untithel; 

f To FdAHCia Horner, Em). M.' P. 

BeliefthaitaBiH, 
Ofitl the HFiLS itfDt.AniM, 
A Tribute of Regard, 
' ■ . to the 

s Memory nf that venerable Man, maj wiih mmt proptiei j 

Be Dedicated I 
Tbia McDKiir k Inacribcd, 

Verj hnnlile IVidnoi^ 
ofibt 

Onleigned Reajxct and EittM). 



Dgr 7.-1 -.;. Google 



9St}^ MR. HOBKBR.-^ 

' . WbenTmnond totheCoU^eof Edmbuigh't'inHkeraUuier 
be attracted die notice of Hie cel^ratcd Dugald Stevwt, then 
eneof its professors, and as he already aimed at a paUic Btf 
tiooj' Mr. Homer aoon became a member of the * Speculative 
Society, and there can be but little doubt, that this DKMt ex- 
cellent institution contributed not a little to form bi& mind 
andsxcite his ambition. Possessing a wish to excel, here he 
was taught to marshal his thoughts in due order ; to select and 
' anang^bo^. authorities and arguments; to digest &cts; to 
compose memoirs; and above all, to a great &cility in his 
elocution, .to superadd thatjCfnifidence in his growing powers, 
which the. habit of addressing an audience -can alone com- 
municate. 

It so happened at this period, that Lord Henry Fet^, the 
tecpnd sop of the first Mat-quis of Lansdown, had repaired to 
Edinbui^h for the purpose.of completing his education, atone 
ofjthe northern uniTeruties ; and Lord Ashburton, as well as 
Ix>rd Fitzharrts, were sent thither at the same time and for 
the same purpose. Lord Henry hf^)pened to reside in the 
^ouse lof the cel^rated pet^etaor already alluded to ; and 
It was impossible to be long ther^ without seeing young Hor- 
ner. A speedy introduction, soon produced an acquaintance ; 
^nd this acquaintance at length ripened into friendship. They 
attended the SpecuUtive Sodety together; they studied in. 
OHnraon ; in short they were inseparable. Nor did this end 

■ " The.SpKulatin Sociei; ■•• iutitulcd for improRmpnt ia public >pet]iii^, tnd 
inMicncciagcncnlividioal hiring ptculwiFfennce loinjr of iu bnoche* : thcBcm- 
IwnnHi weelilj during ibe titling of ihe Ccdlege, in a lull buitc bj tbeouelvH, A. D. 
IT69, on opoioF ground, on ihe Kiuih udeof ihe CoUcga uci, gnnled ihcm for llw 
(peci^ paqxwe bj llie lown-council oT Edinbuigli, it the rtconmBiiduioD of (be Priu. 
elF»loflh«Uni»mi(y. 

" Tht geollBmtn discimne, in rotation, upon •ny lilertrj nibjett ihej iat&nt ; Mid 
i]incp«rfbrmuiMt undergo trcrj'Fneniticiam. Tlie rat of the enteroinment eonaiiU 
of ■ dsbueupou i luiyect pteriiiudy appDinled, vbicb it <^Oed bjone orthememben 
in rouiion, uul dimutcd bj ihe Socieij it luge. 

'< Far from 1 promiti-uoue tdmiuiDn into (he Societj, itit miricted to a reijliiaite'l 
DonbeT I ind tuch hH been Itt lepuuiion, that tbe number of candidatei for lupf^Ting 
tinncia b» aflbideil the Socklf an opponuuitj to hUm ibcie vho are dininguiabed 
[of cipuitj, iiutuitiy, and dccarum. It caniiiii oF gentlemen, who follow rcipeeilvel]' 
all the libctil proli^ktioni, but ihe greatf >t number belongtto the lawg and U hu il- 
readj furniahad lertral profeaaon lo the Univenitin of St. Audrnr'a, Vti E£nburgh." 
Anrat'i Hiatofj of Eifinbuigh, p. 43D — »3i, 
9 
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liketnaay coll^ intiin&des, in a long separfltitHi, an acdden- 
tal recdgnition, and a parting dinner I On the contrary, eh^ 
intercourse and connexion were now formed, that tended not 
a little to give a colour and complexion to th^ life of one, if 
not both these juvenile candidates for {asae. In fine thar 
mutual regard remaned unaltered for a long series of years ; 
and they were at length parted by death alone, which dis- 
solves all sublunary attachm^ts, and leaves nothing to the 
■survivor but ptuntiil recollections and barren regrets ! 

' Meanwhile, after remaining some time in London under the 
Eupeiintendence of the Rev. Mr, Hewlett, Mr. Homer directed 
his studies towards the municipal law of his native country, a 
great and ample field for speculation, as it is necessary to 
collect the opinions of .both foreij^ and domestic writers, and 
to pass through a course of reading formidable in the extreme- 
At that epoch too, it was not a liltl&un&vourable to eloqnenoe ; 
for the intervention of a jury was then unknown in civil causes^ 
or at least, the ri^t of dedsion by twelve men bad been 
usurped for ages by a court, the privil^es clfumed by which &£ 
one time seemed to set the laws themselves at defiance. Since 
that period, however, the people of Scotland have either ac- 
quired, or been restored to their long-lost privileges, and the 
manner in which verdicts have been recently recorded, and 
deindons obtained, reflects no little honour on the present age: 
While Mr. Homer was thus fitting himself for his future 
forensic labours, as a Scotch Advocate, Lord H. Petty, after ob- 
tuning a degree at Trinity College, Cambridge, visited the 
CcHitinent, in company with M. Dumont, a G^evese of con- 
aderable talents. He returned to England in his SSd year, 
and was immediately elected one of the two M. P.'s for Cable, 
a borough said to be under the immediate influence of his 
fiunily. Havirig thus been nominated a member of the new 
parliament just then convoked, he soon b^an to be con^dered 
a very able and formidable ally of the opposition of that day t 
the chief object of ,whic h was to humble Mr. Pittj and place a 
Whig administration in the room of him and his followers. 
Mr. Fox and his frioids, at length proved successfiil ; and 
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al tbe 9ge of.Meiity-4ix, hbcd Henry "Bttty found hinudf the 
new -Ch^iedlor of the Excheqaer, b metnber of tbe Pmy . 
CotmpU, snd M. P. for the Uotvenit^ <^ Cambridge 

Undatzted by the sudden splendodr with wludt he was mow 
sarRXHtded, the memory of fotnwr friendships wu not oblile- 
r^ed ; <Hi the contrary, the ties and connexions of his youth- 
fid yean seemed rather straigthened thui rdaxed. He iraa 
Weil aware <^ the talents of Mr, Hcnner; he admired his 
manly soise ; fals mild maimers ; bis imaaswnaing virbies : these 
had all ^titled him to his regard and esteem. He ther^ne 
regoomieaded this gentleman to the nodCe of his coac^torE, 
^nd he was acefwdiiigly retortied (o the third imperial parlia- 
ment,- which met Dec. 10, 1$06, as « borgess for tbe borough 
of St. Ives. This was a vcty critical p^iod, for tbe Whig* 
had then a tratuioit ^impee of the frmm^ tand t bat tb^ 
. were scafcdy allowed to take possession of it, before tbqr 
were once m0t« drivA into tjie desert of (q>poaili(»l 

In ^ coarse of the sucoee^ng year anew Ministry wa» 
fppointfd, and a bew parltaai^t, convoked ; bat dit name of 
Mr.Honier was not to be fevbd in the liiri; of iti members. He 
hadr however, diBtiagHi<bed himself so mud, doiiffg the mly 
uaaion in .which he had sat, as to be alrea^ in possesiioQ of a 
high rqmtati<ni;«odincentequeBceoftlu»early pEomise, was 
again returned^ and uaminated a member <^ the celebrated 
conunittee, • " to examine and cwitroul the sereral brandies of 
the pi^c expenditure," on whi«h occasion he toc^ an active^ 
unH even' tc distinguished part. 

Meanwhile, he took, chambers aad resided in Xjarda>-oour^ 
toner Temple, sad having entered h» Quae at one c^ the «}<- 
joining " Inns," spon after received a *' call" to the Ea^iti 
bia. Butaltbougb thus fitted toftOtwd-the tribunott m Wcstr 
'ftmOn Hall, and qualified at the same time^ to act as ah sd> 
vocste at £(linbuFgh *, yet we do not find htm aiaauons ior 
.aitbex pio£»ia<mal ^v>himeots or ett^tteymeitta. Indeed, w 
hemtdnng ie the TBoe of atnbiticm, the pvrsuit ol fione, of 

. ■ Mr.Ilewr, Meulrwxsoo, auadauttBd.iMS<lMS(i^«rA<tr<>*M«l^ 
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Vealtb, and partiamentary distinction, that he scarcely eVer 
made his. appearance in the courts of justice, either ih the - 
BOUthemor northern capitals of the united kingdom.' In Scotch 
appeals, before the House of L^rda, h<^ever, he was m<H« 
than once engaged ; and it was he who drew up, and ar^ed ' 
the case of Lady Essex Ker, in the great Roxburgh cause. 
This lady, siMer of a former duk^ is a woman of ccmsiderable 
talents; and if we mistake not greatly, provided both the-law. 
and the &ct8 on this occasion : in short, she may hb- said to 
have prepared th^ brief.' But'Lord Chancellor E^don, front 
the first, opposed all her ladyship's pretensions, and it was .not 
for Mr. Homer to persevere on such sloider grounds, as he^ 
was obliged professionally te exhilnt ; ' for in a very short time 
the Lcffds gave a full and 'complete decision in &vour of the 
preteouons of Sir James - Inhes Ker, Bart.: vi4io;iini»ediat«|]y 
acceded to all the ducal -honours and estates. . - .'. t 

It has already been observed, that thesuligectofthis memoir 
was iKtt returned a member to the :new. parliament, convoked 
00 die dismission of ' the Foxo-Grenville. administration ; but 
he was too inq>ortant'to be "ConsigDcd to oblivion. Accord- 
in^y, Viscount Mahon (now Earl Stanhope) son^n^-law of 
Lord CarringtiM),- thought fit to withdraw from W«ndoVer, 
and he' was immediately tuminaied (oz that' |ilace. . 2t is to be 
regretted greatly, that Mr. Homer was not regularly elected 
for some great city, such as Westminster, instead of being tJius 
bandied about, from one noble family to another ; but yet it 
must be allowed im the other liaod, that while .he bore his 
faculties "meekly," he, at the same time, exhiluted a cer- 
tain' de^%e of spirit and int^rity, that rendered him; too 
formidable, either to be treated or. consido^ as- a n«% 
d^>endant, 

Tlie only thing of any value, we bdiev^ that was eyer ob- 
tuned by him, was the office of a comnriBsiooetfor investigat- 
ing the clahns on the tateKabob of Arcot, whose debts had been 
guaranteed by a solemn treaty with the East India Comjpanyj 
This proved'to be no sinectiFe: it'was an office of labqttr, 
of inquiry* and &tigtte; ai4 U canuet ;b&.doabted b^ any: 

voi; II. » 
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one who cootemplat^ his character, that he conductnl b 
on the present as on all future ocoadton*, with uBgular fidelity, 
deli^at^, and dispatch. It appeaTed, on iDTcadgaticHi, ttutt 
there wwe not only a great aumber of pretended cllums, but 
»1bo of falsified dociinienta : these octold not elude the scrutiny 
of able and welt-informed nien» who n^ativcd. the preten- 
uocs of a variety ^i^icants, while «pt a few wilhdre# from 
% scrutiny, so necessary fiw tlwr securi^ of public morab, 
as -well as the puUic pius<t. We have resKm to believe tittf 
he' afterwi^ds resigned from a mere punt of honour: ttot 
(diooaing to hoU any public anpk^tnent under Ae crown* 
after his friends and coadjutors had been obliged to withdraw. 

On February 1, 1810, Mr. Homer altered cm that part of 
lusparliamentary career,^by which he afterwards obtained such 
a brtltiant reputation : the relative state of oar G«an and ex- 
changes. Accordingly, pursuant to notice he mcnred £oe m 
•miatf of accounts and returns, respecting the cdrailating 
medioin and the huUiui trade. He deprecated the idea of 
qscribiog the difierecce between the relative value of these, to 
the number of country banks ; as there formed an essential 
jMit oSami qrstKD of credit and curreiKy; nor wooldlleadf^ 
aoatkgt coocUsion : tfait the cause inwt be rE&rred vAotfy to 
ad undue issue of notes, by the Bank of En^and. He did 
not presume, however, as yet, to fotm a deu: or confident €<»-> 
duuoD -i^xm the sul^ect : his present cu^ectnre wa^ that the 
high price of gc^d might be produced, partly by a larger wr- 
euktion c^ Bank of England p^ier than was necessary; and 
partly by the new drcunutances in wIucAl the bsUion trade of 
this country was placed. But it was to arrive t^ a correct 
(pinion tlMt he vrishsd the House to rail for the ii^Hmatioii, 
and undertake the enqaiijr he meant to propose. 

On May 10, 1810, when Alderman Conibe made a motion, 
li))iimiiig the ministers ftu: obtixttcting the addre« cf the 
I.ord Mayor, Aldermen, and Livery of London, to his Ma- 
jesty in p€9-»n; it was Beccnded by Sir William .CurtiB, and 
«ui^rt^% Mr. Hnver. The hA of thase f^mtamm cm- 
sidw^ diU ai " a question; of vital impflrtane^ nifMctiqg 
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which, tli« lajnirten li»d attempted to (Mend thonielv^ \>y 
drawing the v^ froQi tbe infirimties of their $ovcrei|p. It 
WW the r^ght of the Livery (tf Loodoo, oc it w»g of other 
•ttbjscti, tp h»Te wcea9 tp im Majesty's perspn, in the wortt 
tiiafis—>ev«iiji those of Cbftrlw II> thia bad not been re< 
fiued. Tb9 ntoft corrupt nunisters, jndeed, had no idea that 
it could erer be refused. How complete would have been 
their triumph if they b*d diswvered the practice which of late 
had pr«v«iled J The cAietnictiqo of petitions was a suhversioQ 
9f the fimdaiuental law c^ the land." 

On the debate wi the Etate of the i^ation, Dec. 90, 1810, in 
cooR0qu«DC« of the Kiog** illness, I!^, Horner delivered a long 
and able 8pee<^. He contended for making a. Bc^ent by an 
«d4r«B8, instead ofabill; *' as the present proceeding exhibited 
an attempt to break down and eonfcmnd all the bpundariee of 
l*lgi«UtiTe wrthonQ^jas distributed among the three independent 
tvunches of Parlianteat; to usurp the lej^UUve power of the 
CjFowB, and by a grow and itLagal ficti^w, to steal tb? semblance 
^MtaneDt, where thert ccwld be bo »f^ijve; with the sb^ 
iMirdity (tf a^otlngto Mnctwn by the roytH Msait it«df, the 
remedy made necessary by tbn ino^ncity fjf^htig U> ati^eat 

to my dung." 

Towards tbo oohdiuion of the lame Kmxm of pariiamenti 
the Howe of Cemmima dwumstrated ita nq>ect fs>t the talents 
of Mr. Hmroer, by ananimouB^ nominating him a member of 
the " Bidlian Committee*," the object of which, as has becra 

* The roltani^iR duntmnpFihcECDiItiiitD who fbrmnl the commiiice : — 
I. F,H«iKr,EM]. 11. H. ThornuHi, Eiq. 

3. Tbf Bi. Hon. 9. Pcreotl, Eiq., ta, Rt. Hon. R. B. Sb^iidMi, 
CbncdlgcofthfEicUquw. 13. Bi. Hon. Ch*i4n Lm^. 

3. Rt, Hon. George Tieinej. 14. A.String,E<q, 

«. Eul Tcmpk. IS. W. Minniiig, Esq. 

s. Hn. T. Bawl. i«. R.StMip,E»q. 

0. S.f-l»«ll,EiH, 1;. P.G™nfell.E,q, 

i. p. M. Migeni, Esq. IS. 3. L. Fonder, Exj, 

-«. G. JshTMUne, ^. 10. J.^inDlwii, Eu|. 

f. if. <ii•U^ Eaf ., w ttx rotn 9^ '^ 34. J- Ining, En]. . 

Rt. Hon. ((«>Tg*Eo>«, fjia declined. 3). W. HutklDon, Etq-i ind 

10. W. DlcklBiod, Eiq. M. Hon. J.AbeKtoiiibie.' 
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already observed, wai indmatdy' coonected, not only with oitf 
coin, and our foreign commerce, but also with the balance of 
trade We fiiid his name at the head of this list ; he alfo pre^ 
sided ibr some time as chairman, during the examination of 
the evidence, and actnally drew up the first part of the Report ; 
the second was penned by Mr. Huskisson, and the third by 
Mr. Henry Thornton. 

The Sdect Committee begtm by stating che unusual rise of 
ffAd, so as, at length, to attain a maxinam of \B\ per cent.' 
abore the mint price ; in short, the ounce of standard fineness 
had risen irom SI. 17s. 10^ to 4/. 10s. and Al. 12s. market 
price. They also discovered that the eKch&nges on Ham- 
burgh and Amsterdam had been depressed towards the latter 
end of 1809, from 16 to 20 per cent, below par, while thd 
extihange on I^ris was still lower. So extraordinary a rise in . 
the market price of gold in ^s country, coupled with so extra- 
Ordinary a depression of our exchanges with the Continent, 
pointed to the state of our domestic currency, as the cause 'of 
both : they therefore examined several merchants of extensive 
dealings and intelligence, with respect to the hig^ jmce of 
gold, atld.the low rates of exchange. 

On enquiry, the high price of gold was entirely ascribed hy 
most of the witnesses, to an allied scarcity of that article 
arising out of an extraordinary demand fbr it on the continent 
of Europe. But " in the sound and natural state of the 
British currency," it was the opfaiion of the committee, ' that 
this effect could not be produced h««. Moreover, the 
price of bullion did not rise abrcnd ; " but since the suspen- 
sion of the cKsh payments in 1 797, if gold be still our I^pil 
measure of value and standard of prices, it may be doubted 
whether after the new system of Bank of England payments 
has tidcen placet a paper currency not convertible into 
gold, and variable in its relations, be not now, in reali^, 
that measure." An encrease in the quanti^ of the local 
currency of a particular country, will ruse prices exactly 
.in the same manner as an encrease of the supply of precious 
ilMhl* riuses prices all over the world : this will also produce 

12 
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• correii^XHldent rise in the - iqarket price of bMUiQQ above' .its 
mint price. 

In Paris it ^ipears that the progress of the French ici Ger- 
' many, had tended greatly to render the course qf exchange 
un&vourable; the unwUUngneES of grea^ houses oa the Con-> 
tinent to disconnt bills on Engkod ; and the very large sums 
'paid to foreign ship-owners, which, in respect to hemp, has 
amounted to nearly the prime cost in Russia : these have all 
also contributed to make tbe exchanges against Englapd fiuc- 
tuate from 15 to gO p^r cent, - 

. After a variety of aiqifiries, it is c<mt«)ded, that fhe^ecu 
of the depreciation of the coin by. wear and clipping, conpkd 
with an excessive issue of p^>er, naturally produce an un&- 
vourable ^change, llie Bank of England itself goon after 
its first establishment, furnishes a very instructive illustration: 
(or the depredaticm of the coin, occurring at the same time 
with an excessive issue of p^ier, their notes experienced a de^ 
preciati<qi of 17 per cent.; while the price of gold bullion was 
so much rais^ that guineas were at 30 shillings, all the good 
silver disapp^^ed, and the exchange with Holland, wjtich had 
a little before been efte^ted by ^e r«nittances for the army, 
sunk 25 per cent under par. The remedy was, at length dis- 
covered, in a new coinage of silvw, and in cancelling bank 
notes . to a certain extent. 

It is here asserted, that nevertheless the bank " had raitei>- 
t^ned a misti^en view of the difiScutties of that time," yet the 
auqiension of their cash payments was imposed upon it by the 
legislature; '* although in the novel situation in which this 
commercial company was placed by the law, and entrusted 
with the r^fulation and control of the wh<^e circulating me- 
dium of the country, fhey w^re not fiilly aware of the princi- 
ples on which such a dehcate trust should be execoted, but 
continued to conduct their business of disconiits'and advances, 
according to thejr former routiue." The condusioB of the 
whole evidence, reasoning,, and deductions, is — • 

1. The repeal of the law eusp^idaig the 'cash paymcails of 
theBank: 

s S 
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date than two yean ; and 

a. That tb*d«taUflb« left td the Bwikitseir. 

On tfae 16th of JAity, 1BI1» Mr. Homer, in a l6ng and 
eloqdoit. speedi o^ between lliKe and Soot hoars dnrtitioA^ 
nipport«d all these portions, and Contoided MMAgly SMf 
Uio justice df the refldltA Ob thfit Occasion, h« with gtcM 
itbihtf defended bo^ hltns^ add the other tteiAberft ti the 
cmnmittee; aai coadlitd«d with Dlov^g Sixteen diitinet res** 
lutions, the subject of which amoUUted to the follcnrfng ; 

1. Iluri: the ptotoisBOry notes of the Bank of Ea^tadue 
stipidations ti> pay, on demand, thesani In poondt tinSa^ re- 
qiMtif^y specified in each of these notes : 

3. TluU when the Parliament suspended the t!ftth ptymentt 
of theM notes, it was not its intention that any Alterati<m 
whatever should take place in the value of these prooilssoiry 
notes. 

s. It oppters, that the actual value Af the promisMt^ notei 
tiS the Bank of England, (measuring suth value by the stmd- 
ard waighc ftf gold and silver aforesaid,) has been for a eon- 
sideraUe period of time, uid still is ctmsiderflbly less than 
what is established by the laws of the realm, to be the legal 
tender in payment <tf any money coatroct or stiptdation : 

4. That the fall which has taken place in the v^e of the 
promisaory notes, &c., has been occasioned t^ the too great 
Issue of paper currency : 

5. Hiat to the depredaticm which has taken place in the 
relative value of the currency of this and foreign countries 
may be attributed the depreMion of the exchange : 

«. That the only certnifl and adequate security to be pro- 
vided against an escess of p«per curretKy, and for main' 
taining tbe relative value of the circnlacing medium of'Uie 
realm, it lite legal convertability, \ipon demand* tS All paptf 
cutreAcy, into lawAil coin of the realm : and 

7. That in order to revert gradually to this seairity, and 
to eulitte? » dufrlitnitacbA ^ the paper of the Buidc et Eng- 
land, as well as the other Bank paper of the conntiy : It is tx.- 
7 
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pediwf to alter the time, daring whidillie sospiaiukm of cash 
payatenta BhsU opDtiimey from six months after t^ratificatton 
of a definltire treaty of peace, to that of two yean from the 
present tuoe. 

Thit subject, in conaequenee ofvariom ad^urDments, occ^ 
pud the House of Commons dunBg fo«r or five evenings; iir 
the ceurse of which, Mr. Vansittart, Mr. Rose, Zxtrd OBStlfr> 
rea|^» &e. ol^eoted to the. report. Atl these were ably repUad 
to by Mr. Horner, who concluded as firiUows: — 

** If there has been a departure trom the <Ad and constitu- 
tioiul diods of cireulating Uie I^al and stibstantml corrciK^ 
(rf' the QOuntiy, die charge of novelty is not imputable to that 
propouCicm that would go to restore it A general rule in the 
great systcoii of cil*ciiUting medium, has been avowedly vio- 
lated. 1 admit, indeed, that ^at ministei is wise and h^)py 
*bekn«vs when and how to deviate firom 8 gen«*alni1e; but 
I cont^td that diere is still more wtsd(»n and mwe ^city in 
knowing when and under what ckcumEtancee that gener^ rule 
ougtit to be adhered to [bear !] ; but that above all, the cool 
trid of wiadoai — the true test of fortmie, is to know when 
to i«tnrn, aAw the snccesa of an t^iparently justifiable dsvia- 
tioR [liear I] altliough H is indeed difficult to resist the tempt- 
aticnn of tempemry e^oedients I shall sow conclude, by 
reading a passage I met with this moniing, preserved by the 
celebnatad Sir Robert Cotton, and cited by him as an extract 
from a manorial of one of the greatest statesmai this country 
has jvoduoed : it is a ranonstrance to Queen Elizabeth trom 
ber alideat miiuater, X<ord Burleigh, when at a time that ^aia 
was uming at universal menarchy, (how stiwige the vicissitudes 
of empires !) that monarch entertained the notitHi of making 
some experiinents upw the,nationaI currency. The language 
is simple, but in my mind, pregnant with wisdom: * it is 
not by the ends of wit, or by the shifts d* devices, tbd you 
can de&sy Ae expenoes of tJbe monarchy, bi^t by sound and 
s(^d eonraea.' " 

Aldu)u^ all die pn^waitiMis of Mr. Hornsr vae n^atived 
itt dae onler; yet both the report and Ifae speech had a gnat 
a 1 
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eflfebf, notionlyon the public mind, but on the conduct bethof 
gOTemtnoit uid tile bank. After the expiration of sereD'^ears ' 
we have found all his plana and prognostications ftiHy verified. 
Since that period, the issue of the neaa circulating medium has 
bew) curtailed. Notes have risen to par, the market and mint 
price of gold areeither the same, or nearly so ; money is now 
raised by exchequer bills, at about three per cent. ; and the 
foreign exchange, instead of continuing against, is now ui 
general fevourabie to us. 

■ On May 7, 1818, Mr. Creevy made a motion respecting the 
two tellerships of the exchequer, then held by the Marquis 
of Buckingham and Earl Camdeot, for servieesto the stat^ 
performed by thejr respective fathers. On this occasion he 
moved seven di£tinct resolutions, the purport of which, was to 
confine tlieir re^)ective emoluments ".to some fixed and settled 
sum :of money, more conformable in amount to the usual 
grantsofpubiic.mou^ for public services, and more suited to 
the present means and resources of the nation." 

These propositions were opposed both by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer and Mr. Fonsonby. Mr. Homer also ol^ected 
to'the scheme now. offered. " No man," he said, "could 
deny the right of the House to regulate, reform, and even 
' abolish offices ; but stilly all tliis must be done subject to regu- 
lations. The rights of all such as have vested iitierestSj must 
be preserved sacred; for the property of the state was not to 
be protected at the expenc^ of private property. All property 
indeed, was the creftture of the state^ and equally dq>ended 
on it for protection ; and if this principle were once broken 
through by the House, temptation would grow upon them and 
there would be no end to it." 

The resolutions were afterwards negatived, without a 
division.' 

Meanwhile, the health of Mr. Homer declined ^)ace. His 
deep resefu^es, his continued studies, and his parHamentaiy 
^irts, had alike contributed to wear out and exhaust a con^ 
^titution which was never very strong.. ■ At length, a pulmo- 
nary consumption was actually threatened, and a removal to 
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■0. vraraux rfr and stnore cheerful climate ivab prescribed by hit 
ph^iciani. Accordingly, with no;.BmaU share of rductancej 
he at length complied with their advice, to which were super- 
'added the tender injunctions of bis. family,, and the kind and 
constant recommendationB of bis &iends. Crossing tbere&re 
to the Continent, with all convenient speed, hepassedthrough 
France, and not deeming, even ita southran provinces, suf- 
ciently warm, he entered Italy and continued there. The 
' cymptoins of the disorder *, however, whidi was carried from 
£kigland, and had preyed upon him for so long a period, en> 
creased to such a formidable degree, that he was at length cot 
off at Pisa, on the 8th irf February 1817, in. the height of 
' manhood, and in the lull enjoyment of his i-eputation, at. the 
age 'of thirty-eighL - His- remains were interred in the pro- 
testant Imrying^iround, at Leghorn. 

Ilius died, and was buried in a foreign country, , Francis 
Homer, Esq., a man amply endowed by nature and greatly 
b^oved, both by friends and opponents. - llie qiiaUties of his 
head and heart were indeed calculated to engage'and secure 
attachment: for although modest, and even reserved ia his 
manners; be was yet warm, zealous, afiectionate, grateiul, and 
disinterested. 

In point of understanding he was at once strong and com- 
prehensive: iji point of learning, respectable; in regard to 
that species of knowledge acquired, a&er entering the world, 
he was almost unrivalled ; and in solid judgment, he did not 
yield the palm to any one. 

An orator of a former day attained the appellaticoL of 
" Sin^e-Bpeecb Hamilton," on account of the talents therein 
displayed^ and were the reputation of Mr. Homer to rely on 
his celebrated oration on the buUion question alone, he must 
«ven then have been considered as a mui possessed of no. ordi- 
nary taste for. eloquencei and no common degree of political 
wisdom. 

As* his conduct was always stricdy correct, : a h%h opinion 

• TliH'prcKredkMifl^ciudMMt-fMktGauktcdiialoiiljofacontnctic^ibHt unr 
^luntjaa of thf Iub^It 
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vas ctnitamly oitcrtahiG^ both t^his patridtisin and big pri- 
vate wwth. Hut widiont any of the accklenfaJ, but leUdtmw 
aids of birtli, itataon, fortsne, or ocHinexioiH, be nobly ctHitiived 
to vin his way and to encrease yearly in rqmtation ; equally 
free from vaoity and presuinption, be also canAUly Peered dear 
of personality, and party ranconr : accordin^y, while endeared 
to the o[^K»ition, in Whose ranks, with a very short exce^on, 
this gentleman constantly foi^t; he wm at the %apie tine 
greatly respected by ministers. His eloquence parttdpated of 
his character; it was chaste, coi-rect, el^ant, and skiUul. 
Such was his inflodUe integrity on one band, and his high re- 
putati(»i on iita other, that it is a weJI-known &ct, diat Mr. 
Pontouby frequently deferred to bis judgment; and it is now 
no secret^ that triien thnt gentleman thought of retiHng, he 
always pointed out Mr. Homer as worthy of bemg his political 



* How ouKk tai tnilj ha wh bdowd, m]> be guhtnd fhna vhM occuncd in ?■»• 
lluntnt, Moa (ftn tha nel^ncfaolr iMclllgence of hu demiHiniTed inEDgUBd : for 
it will appMr fmn ihe debut*, iliu he mi mpected and Ttgrttleil h; ail pmie* m 
ihtnitioB. 

« I«tlw HovM of CMnods, oaMtMtj, Mvth 3<1, iai7, Lard MttfUh watt, 
uhI Bpokc u fiillan ; — I rue to ntora tbtl iba Spc^ec <Io Uiuc bi* wril for • <wir 
membcf loieiTeinntiliuieDt for the borough of Si. Mawn, in Um room rf the lata 
Fnocii Homo', Eif . 

■■ In nuking thii nMian, I tnut it will not appnr prenimplnani or oScioui, If I 
■ddtew ■ few wont) lo dw Houm upon thii maltiH-lidj occuioit. I aita ann ihititit 
lUhtt umamtlcMtut bat,irithoqt cHlonauring u> iotdlMe ■ |iMalU «tih other 
iDKaoni, t an uthoriKd in a^sg that the courta i) m wholljr niipTece(lnite>(. 

" Mj laineBtgd Irieiid, of iibom I ncTEr can ipcak oitbonl feelingi of the deepait 
t^tal, bid been rcDdertd iacapabla lor hhiic line pan, in eoBaeqwBee of the bid 
KMB «f hi* haaltb, of IppljiiY biin*a;f to the laboura of hU pmbuioo, or to the dia- 
ehargeof hii partiameDtaij dutie*. He m* pnniled upon touj the efftcu of a nilder 
In J Bum geni^ ellmate -:- tl» hi^ »u nJo, lod the attempt froitle*! i he nnfc be~ 
atlih the ■Id* bat dwncllva cflen of a Uegiriilg diie*aa, which fciffiid tiw pvner ef 
■nedicioe and the Iiflaenca of climate ; hot andei the preinue of ioereuing inEnniijri 
under the indict'ion af I d^ilitiring andeihauniDgmaWj, he pieKried nndiininiilied 
tUtlMlkyarhl^iMiA)* tccapcT, and the «aKipotaic tha Tigou^ aod fimnau of Ui 
tocdtet and enlightcotd UDdentutding. I maf, pefhap*,bepBinitted, without peii«- 
tnting too &r into the mora aeqaeitend path* of private lift, to alluda to (hoee mild 
(imaa — thoae domeidc chuiiiee, irtiich embeilbitad while they digoified Ue [nima 
limwiai { Baj be peiMiRed to afct u rt , thM ■■ a taa^mi m a hmhaf) ha loa tni- 
DEBtljr dukiful and aBectionaie i but 1 am aware that thete qualltiet, howenr amiable, 
na tedl;, *riA atrfct prapiiaiy, be Mmtti w the entUaMJon «f Parliament. 
When, boirevei, tbej an blended, inwrwoiep, uidiiicotpontadiBthicbarKHtaf • 
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The foUowing i^m-acter a( t/lt. Hefner ia aUy penned by A 
coatemporary, who vai acquaintdd with hltn, both at school 



paUic min, thty become ■ tpttiet of public propinj. tai, b; duii influcDee tui 
Vt»k^*, ctocntlillf lugAicnt ihe general uoci of public Tiiiae. 

" FWhii^iulHtcitiani u t inblic mtn I csa conEdeaClf •.ppcal to a mdrr circle — 
M tW kariMd prarewida of which he *u idlillngiiiihed ortumeDl — to tliia HouK, 
«IA» hit nnihini will be long TemeniGcTH irith AingledfMlingi of legnt uut admi- 
tttlm. ltd HM UeceMiy GiriM ro eiuar into th»de(aU of hit gnoer nadia tnJ oc- 
cupuioni. 1 aaj be allmrcd to a; genenltj, tbu he laiied the edifice of hig fiir bnw 
upon t good tnd tolid flMnduion — upon the firm bui> of rorucieiiiiou* principle. 
Ha IM tfdMt tn th« pvtMTt ofmilh; he w» Inflnlble In IJIi adhelenM lo the gnat 
prioclplea of JtiKice and of right. Wheneret he ddiTered in ihii Hotue ihe >d«u of hts 
ckK aoit Intelligent iniiid, be emtilDjvd thai chute,*ltnpk, but It ibe uiM lime neiroui 
ind inprtaihe Ujle of oratory, which Kerned adniiably adapted m tlie elucidation and 
di<cauliw oriai|MrUnt buinera i U »ttmei to combine tlw (Wee and preciiioo ofl^l 
aigWHni *iih the atquiicMenvi and knowledge of i na(«nun. 

" Of fail poNiieal Dpiniong ii i> not neccttUT foe me to enitr Into tn; detailed 
•tttteeot : die; are infficlendy known, and do not require from nfl an; conraent di 
lUaiiraiion. I an confident thai hit political nf^Kroeufa will adikii, that he ntvrr 
eountd popnliriijr by anj nnbetocning or nnwonhj meank ; they wiH ha« the' cmdonr 
lotUow, that (he eipfeWioa uf hii politick oplidiMt, howeter firm, manly, and de- 
cided, wai unllnctured with moiDieneia, and unembil tired with any peTHinal animoMiy 
Or (Uconrouf r*fiertion. From ihue feellngibe m effectually eiempted by ihc 
•peMtlon of thbie qnatittei which formed the gneea and th( chaim of hi( priiate 
life. 

■• B(it(HceWfala]hiieiertianiwen,bothinthl>IIonte andlbdieCdunsoTLaw, 
ciMldering the contracted ipan oF hit We, they can only be looked npOn as the har- 
Ungen of hii naiurer bme, a> the preaagei and the antleipaiioni of ■ tuore eulied 
tepoiUlM. But hi* career wai pramatDrrly ckiaed. That hit loat to hli ftmilyand 
hit Meadi U irreparabie, can he readily conceited j but I may add, that to ih!t House 
and the etmniry it is a )m1 of no otdlnary magnitude ; in thne tImH it vUl be M*enly 
fclt. In iheit liraea, however, when the atriKlBrc of tb« conititntion k ondeigoing 
dote and tlgorant Inregt^iion ; dn the part of tome with a view orexpoalng ila defscli, 
M the panofothen iridi thttofdbtilaying iit beautiea and peifectiong ; we mqi detlre 
tome CoDtolaiion from the retfectioli, that a man not poweiaed of the adnntagea of 
bereditaiy rank or of itej ample fimuoe, wai enabled, by the eirnioii of hit oWn 
hontmlibla iodunry — by the Mccetiftit caltiratkiD of hit native laienn, to vindicate 
tb hlhtelf t ttation and eminence In loelety, which the prondeil and wetltbiest might 
*uVf and admire. 

" I ougbt to apolo^ae to the Houie, dm, I Inul, for having iDttodaced die siU^ct 
to their notice, (br of that I hope 1 ahall atand acquitted, but for hnlog paid «0 un- 
ptitia and inadequtie a tribute to thememoiy of my departed Mend." 

Mr. Cin)«b|f.--"OfiUlhein>taBc«Hbei*JnthetamecounehaibaMtdopled, t> 
ihit whicb my noble friend Iwi punued with H much fueling and goad tailc on ihii 
ACcaaitia, 1 do not reiuetobei one moire likely than the present to eonelliaie the general 
u^pttifaaiiim and lyiUpiihy of the Hauie. 

■■ I, Slr^Hulnai the hippinett [ahapplneu dow cannietbalinced by a proponiontie 
cu«M of iMtoir end rfgrtt] n be at^oted pcnor.tlly, in private life, with the dif 
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and the Univenity. It is hdte literally copied from a mano- 
script kindly commooicated to the Editor. 



txngtuihed >nd (mliblB Imliiiihul whou loii we bin to (Icploic. I kutw turn odIj 
wiihin ihi wi\b oT ths Hoiuc of CamnHm. And oca hu«, fVon tbs dicmuunce of 
n; ibitim darinxtht lut t>Q MHioiu, 1 hul not the good fonune to mtDCW the hu* 
■nd men iniiured eihibltion of hii uknti; i^h (h I un infoniMd. mi can wdl 
-^line) u onCB kept th« pronue of hi* euliei jeui, lod apcDsd itill iiidei expecttti 
tion> of fuiure excelleDn. 

'* Bill 1 had teen enough of hin] to tharc in ihoM txpeetittont, and to be Miuiblo 
of whtt ihii Home tod the counliy have Ion bjr hit being to picitttiiRlj teltea 

" He h«d, indeed, qiuliGcitiou eoiinentlj' cilculated lo obtain and to doom lur- 
ecu. Hiitound princijiln — hit eatuged Tien — hit nrioui ■ndaeeuiateluowled^ 
— the eien tenor uf hit nanl/ and tempeiaie eloquence — tbe teoaineiuu of hia 
mnnih, when imo winnih he m* belnyed — and, above.*]], the titular uodnlj 
with which he bof e liii rieulllet, and which ihed a grace and Initio orar then all j 
tbeae HualiGcatioot, added to the known yameleiitiiH aodpurii; of hi* priiate ehiiaci 
ter, didnuiDioieeivleBihJmtohiiiiiend.il ifaan ihej eoDHoanded the retpect (^ thoae 
to whom he wu opposed in advene politici ; ibej entuicd to eveij efibit of hi* 
ehilitin an ailanlire and ^rouiing aodience; and ttcniad foi turn, at the ntoltof all, 

" Icasiiot conclude, 5i(i witboat adverting lo a to^ in the Iilier pan ofihe ipeeeb 
^mj noble fticnd, upon which I mott eniiret; eoocur with him. It would not be 
teemljr to mil iiith tbe Kouniful luhject of our pretent conttBpktion any thiog of « 
conttorenial natnifc But wImu, for the tecond Ume wiibiii • ibon courae of jean, 
tlienameof an obtciire borougli ii brouglti befoio at at Taceted bjthe leu ofmoq^cu- 
out tileiitt and chuaetnr, it mi; be permiired i» me, with mj avowed and luitRioa* 
O|riniontan ib**uh]ectof pailiamentaijcoutiiiDtion, lo slate, wiibaui ofieneei thai it 
it al leau aoae contolatiuo h the imputed theORiica] defects of tlut coDnitatian, 
that in piactiee it woriu to well. A tjiatem (^ lepreacDlaiian cannot be^wboUj vidoua, 
aad alEsgether inadequate lo lit pufpoaea. which aenda to ihi| Hooae a auemtion oF 
auch DKn aa tlloae whom we have now >n our ruDcmbranw. here to derelope the taleola 
with which God hat rodowed theni, and to attun that eminence in ihe view of iheir 
ceiinir]', from which ihej mij be ope day called to aid her caaoselt, and to lutuis bet 
^tneis «nd bet gl07'" 

tih. SdaTmert SuUon.'-" I Icnow not whelbei I ought, even for a momeni, to 
inlTude nyielf on the HouK : I an utterly Jpcipibte of adding any thing to what ha* 
been to well, lu feelinglj, and to truly atated on ihit nuJancholjr oceationj and jet | 
hope, wiihinit the appctranu of pieamnption, 1 mtj be permitted to aij, &om tba 
buitom ol mj heart, ] ilurc in cverj tentiment that Itti been eipieawd. , 

" It wtt mji giiod Girtuoe, aome few jeart back, lo live in habiu of great intimaej 
and friendship with Mi. Homer : change of circumtiances, mj quiiUng tbe ptofeaaiM 
to which we both belonged, biokein upon those habiuof intercoune; bqt I hope, and 
believe I maj Salter mjaelf, the feeling was mntual. For myielf, |it least, } cao ntoit 
honestljaay, iliat no change of citcomttantet — nodifiereitce ofpcditica-r:nainlenaj>7 
tion to our habitt of interconne, even in ^ alighteat degree duiuQtahed the fopael^ 
tl|e rtgird, tod ih* afiection I mott liocercl^ ^leflaint^ fht hilt. 
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'^jIIk cbaracteriiticB of Mr. Homer'i mind, if 1 ftpprehend 
dwin ri^tly, vrae cleuness of perception, calnmeBs of judge- 



" "niii HooMon well ipprecittc the httrj louvthiTcnulalced in him, ui pub- 
lic nun. In lilac (imn, indcnl in all tinm, u perfect ■ comblmtlon of commind- 
ing tilcnti, inde&iigible iiuliur7, >nd ittra Intcgrilj, mmt be a Kiere public kw ^ 
but no mm, who hu not Ud ihc hi^ifiineu — the Ntuiiig, I might iijr — to ban 
known him it afrieod ; irhohu not nilnetied iheminj lirtna end endncing qualiiia*- 
thu chuiclefUed him io the circle of hii icqiuiti lance, eu ideqiulelj concdic the 
irrepuable ebum ia pri*«ie life tlui Itmeatible ercnt hM midc. 

" Id mj camcicDC* I bellerc, then nerec lived the man, of whom it could more 
tiuly be Mid, ihat, whcoeter he wu fbund is pablic life, be wu rcipecled and admired 
— whcnertr be waaknmm in private life, be ni niott iffectionatrl; belared. 

" 1 11111 no longer iry the patience oTtbe lloiue : I«a) iniloiu, indeed, dwt ihej 
■hould bur widi mt fur a fisir momEntg, ifhilit I endeaiound, not to add <■} iribnte to 
the regard and Teneration iu which hi> mBninT oughi, and luatedlj will be held ; bat 
wbilit I endnvonred, bawerei' feeblj, to diidtarge a dcbtof gratilnde, Mid doa jiulica 
to my nwn foelingi." 

Mr. ffs'nn uid, " that hit NobU Friend (Lord Morpeth), and hii Rigfat Hun. 
'friend who hadlut ipoken (Mr. M. Sulion), had expresed thenielvat eoivceniing 
their departed friend wldi (hit feeling of afFeciion and eiieem which did ihem (o much 
bononr, and which wa> heigbtened bj their habit! of intitoacj', and their oppononiliet 
a Aieniog hii character ; hoi the virtaet Vj which be wai ditiingniibed were not eott- 
Coed within the circle of hii acquaintance, oi cODcealcd from (he view of the msld, 
Erery oneirba sa* Mr. Horner, bad (be meana of judging of hit temper, hi) mildoeu, 
and hi* penonal vinoet ; fclr they were Ken bj all. He canied *i<h him to public 
-life, andinto (he dutiei and the bniineit of )di pablic itaiimi, all that gentleneu oC 
deipoaidon, all that amealtj of feeling, which adoreed hii private life, and endeared 
him to hii private friendi. Amidnihe heati and contciti i^ the Honis, amldrt the 
nbemenceof political di<caoion,amidit the giateit cDnflicii'Cf epinlon and oppoiU 
tiooof jodgraent, he maintained the Hnne mildnen and acrenitji of diaporition and 
tamper. No eagemcii of ilebate, no warmth of feeling, .n> cathniium ^ hit own 
opinion!, ot' conviction of ihe erron of otben, evn betrayed him into aiij nncandid 
cotumcilon of mOtivea, or A17 aipetitj towardi the cnnducl i£ hii opponent*. Hii 
km wai great, and woald long be regretted." 

Kr S. Komilly laid, " ihat (he long and moil ittlioate fricndahlp wfaieh he had ea- 
joyed mth the Honotanble Member, whoie lc« ihe Houte bad to dej^or*, might, be 
lioped, eniitle him to (he meiancholj latiifKtiOn of Mjinga few WDidion ihil ttotaia- 
faf occtaion. Though no peraon better knew, or more highly eniraaied, the private 
virtue! of Mi. Homer than himielf, yet, u hewu not inretbit he ahoutd be able (a 
ii((er what he felt on that nihject, he wontd ipcalc of him onlj ai a public man. 

" Of an the ettimable qnalitiei which diitlngaiihed hii rharacler, he contidcred •# 
ihe moet valuable, tliat independence of mind which in him wai ao rejnaikabt*. It 
■•ai~&6m a conicioaaneu nf that independence, and from a juit letwe of Iti ImpowiBUt 
that, at the tame time thathewaaitoridg htindnd with the moet variou knowledge (m»U 
-aubject) connected whh our internal ecosiany and Ebreign poTuica, and that ha wu tddng ' 
aeonqiicBOiltandniost iuceeufulpart in all tbe'great queationa which have lately b^ 
diiCoaBeil in Pailiament, he tahorioi»|y derated himadf to all the painful dutica of hia 
ptofeaalon. Tbon|hhiiMCC«uU the bwwat not at aB adequate 10 Ui MattHh btj*« 
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meDtr and p«titiic« of HiVfl«ig«Ho(ft™:p«xiueiBg, ai. their 
QoiMequ^n«M», firpmew of cwdttrt wd iftdepwderice of pria- 

*(«dftntj p«Tp«TCi«l in hii libowi, ua seemed to ccmidar it n enenttat to hit isik- 
pentfente, thit ha (hauld looli forwud to hii ^ofaaan ilooe for th< hcnovi uh] 
cmotymcBU to which hii eKlraoidiDiry ulentt gaye him w jiiit « cliioi. 

" la (he txnni i^ the lut twelte jsen (be Houie had loit mne of ihe must con.' 
iMenble man that arafhid en1igh(enadand aJnrned it; there w« thla, hcvever, petn. 
liuiniheirpreKntlou. When thoae great and eminent men towLoQi bf atlud^ were 
tifcen ttam ihem, the HooM knew the whole extent of the Idai ',t had listened, for 
they htd ariireil at the fiiU au(uii(]> of their great powers and endowmanti. But no 
penon eoold lecetlect — how, in e«rj jear mnce hii lamented friend had Brat Okken 
paK ;□ tliiir debate!, his laieotj had been improving, hie ftcuitiei had been de>eIope<{, 
and hii comminding eliiqoenee hid been riiinj with the imp 
Ikd been emptojed — ho» every leijion he had gpoken with 
■aiharii J aod eBeet, end had called (bnh newTeaourcti ofh 
hemire mind — and not be led (u conjeciure, tliat, nutwithal 
whioh, in Ae laittenian, be had attained, yel if he liadbi 
have uiicmtTed power* not jet diicoveied to the Hoqie, ai 
uoeonacioiu hio^ttlf. He ihould very ill eipreas wbai he fel 
weie to coniidci the extnordinar; qoalitiea wbieh Mr. Ham 
enditnd objttta to whieh thej were direeted. Tb* grelte 

only tn oyect of vain and tnniient admimtion ; it nt oijlj when flUDobled b/ ikt (MI 
lonhichit wiiipplied, when dlreeted 141 great and Ttrtuuia endf, <oche piotec^iM ft 
(be OffreHtd, to tile enfnnchiiement of (he enal^'ed, to tht extiniion of kiMwIwlg*, 
[a<liqieUui|plhiedMd>()f iinannceaad lupenuiiao, lathe adwiceQi«j» of the beat 
iqtfmu U thf cQuDtr;, and 10 aulaiglDg ibit ipben of bun)«n hifipiiiaH, ihw it be 
cwna a WMual beneGt and a public ^leailng ; th«t it w« beetUM th« pvwrful lakat*. 
«f whlcb thejr were now ^piived, bad be«n ■uiforailr rnvted in the panvit aii4 K9* 
notigg gf *u«h [d«eeU. that be caniidwad tlw km iHtk ib*T bad to |t»«nt •» 
OM of tb* trMtqt wtuch. io'the pnwtnt mu of thil owMrf, i( «av)d pM*ib>J haw 
auatabwd," . . . 

'■ Mr. If^- SUibU.—" Amaaeat bia otbai frieadi, Sir, I i;«unix refute to mpelC 
(ha melwcholj-CDMoUiiiNiof pajing qj humble vihuW of aiteem •ii4 aficuM W tb* 
Diemorj of a peraoD, of whoae tich, cuitivttcd, and enli^Ueud mind I bare w (Aqs 
ftoBtti, twl wtwa* «uiiutiu uUnta — wboae anboi a*al for truth— wbqat jw, 
aaJaia, itad(Uaerini>MKVJ'*d|><>"U'~wli°>* fueiblabul ebaitaned elo4uenet--wi<l, 
tiunt «U> whoM is&ntUe tjiu* and jjite^riij' nndond bim una pf the nunc 
4w(i(iC>i>*b*^ manbaii tt tbia Hon**! one of the brithtcai onacaanti ff ih« pxuiawiifn 
14 vhieh ha baloogeili tnd lieU bin bnh m a finiat^ melet for the tmiiMiDn of the 

<' "nM fiilt Mnovnt Vf WtbfclWi aXtmti a >ni^inelW*i Wd under fll the laiioua 
drcvnaUMW an<l wtwidwa t ipo* of the cue, I dan not attempt to citia»i«> Hj 
Iieamad FriW (Sir 8. Roaillri haa well obwnad, that, if the preient hiia bf great. 
thefiiBveii ftrcMw: &r, br dJ agenaW i rM a fti abtwe tbt nHh of hwMn •oniti*]', ba 
liatbKB taken boB Mat a pailoil when he was only Inbi* ptogteutowiriitboae high 
itatiou in ihB<tata> in wkiA, m far *i faunun fbraai^tconld diactm, bl« nuiju ii>uei 
Wva pbead bin, 4nd r^A iraald ban ^tcb to hii couniiy th« fi»U ud ripened 
batiaSiaaf tuann ■-•-■-' 
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ciple, Canpi^ th«se qusUU.e» into Ub public UGe, be evinced 
greater moderation and forbearance dian «re o&ea found 
ia the narrow and comparativdy onambitioiu strifes of a less 
extended soene. 

*< He entered parliament at ratbn- an early age, and soon 
became not only an iiieibl' and conspicuous man of businesE, 
but drew more respect to hia personal character, aad was 
r^arded by botb sides of the House ol Commons* with 
greater confidence and interest than any young member had 
attracted, periu^o, unoe the early days of Mr, Pitt. This 
will ^ipear higher praise, when it is added, with truth, that 
no man ocHniog into that House imder the patronage of a 
viiag nobleman, could have acted with greater liberality to> 
wards extended ideas of popular right, with more ^mesi 
and firmness to the persons of his opp<mc3iti^ or with more 
j4)parent latitude a£ individual judgm^it, on some of the most 



Mr. C. Grant " W knom lii> lao«ntcd frwud bcliin Ks had di>tii^;nJi*d biuKlf 
M> murh » he hid lubKqaenttj ttouc, and cnuld noi be lilcnt whennidiiii opponiuiiiT' 
oeoirrcd of peeing ■ tribate to Ml rnemoi^. Whilenr diffeienn of 0|:uii(ia ihej 
m^ht haTiODpiAtiaqucaiiaiB, b« could uuptnd tbn di&rtBce w Mhnirc bu i«l*aw 
bu WBTtb, and bb vinuo. It wu sot hia tilenu elnnc tbit wen dcrelqpeil in bit 
eloquenn. Hii cloqucTKe dtiplijred bii hrtn : thnngh h wcrt wen bit high-minded 
pnUtjr, h!> phHratbcopj, Ua bennolaice, nd tl\ thnt qwlitiei tiich not hiIj 
«U««d applniM but neiled lore. It ma the mind tbtt ■(jpearad in ipcicbM itwt Hire 
(ban chancier. He voald not enter Into the aecount of bia printe life, dtbougb bia 
prime tinttca wan al leaiton a leret with hi* public meiin. Amid til the cam and 
iiRRnu erf pubbe life, be nnw loat kk idiA &i domaaiic aoctMjp, ac hia altaritatn 
to hia fimllj. Thelait tiow Uwtba [Mi.G.} coDVfrteit with him, he WManticipaiiog 
•riih pleamic the arrival of a acaMin c^ lelture, iilicii he could apend a ihort tine in 
(lie liOHm of hit hmiij, and amid the CDdearmenli of hia ftimda. Whea he looked 
■t hia poblie or printe eoDdiict, hia rimea, or bia nhnls, he woqU be al^ntd M 
lian eanud appliiyH to laUab few otbai nien trti entitled ihemtelim." 

liori Ltittlta " hoped 10 be eiGnaid for adding a few iroidt t»wbal hadbacDiaiJ, 
thocigh he had not the honour of a prhate anitiainlBDat with Mi. Homar, ■haai 
be bwr aaij in thia Homc, whan tb«r bad aloioK laaUixnil; nftcd «« opfoit/t 
■idea on ttery great queatioD. Naimthaaiidiag thcic diSertncei, he had ofien nid in 
pritaie, that Mr Homer wai ona of the greateat omimenta of hii connirjt and be 
w«MMwat]>iapvbKc, ihatdwcouDSycDuldDot banaiiSaiedagna«r)na. Ibn ~ 
fuHni of PaatianuDt ilUiiatJ ■» maana of expictaiog ihe collectiTe opinion of die (Joqt^ 
on the luinour due to hia meaoi; i but it mutl be ronaolatoir to hit frieada to aee 
that if it ht<t been powible to hiie cone to aach a nte, h weM stRalal; hare Wn . 
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trying occasions, in all these scenes that have occurred in. our 
recent parliamentary history. 

*' He took a considei^le port in - the important finuiciat, 
and especially Politico-economical, deliberations which have 
occupied public attention for the last seven years, and wiK-be 
long rcmemberedi as having in great part, if not vbolly, con- 
structed the far-famed pqiort of the bullion committee; of the 
doctrines' and recommendations of that- production^ men's 
opinions differed* at the time of its ?. appearance, according 
as they were led, by a knowledge of the science, throng , 
which alone it could b? rationally appreciated, by a seose 
of immediate expediency, or by the leanings of the leaders; 
of their respective parties. But, considering the circumstances 
under which it was produced, the temper of the times, 
and the extent and varying aspect of those appearances and 
conditions which it had to reconcile into the shape of general 
principles, I may venture to affirm, that it abounds with 
more accurate evolution of important propositions and first 
truths in the sdence of political economy, than any document 
ever produced by a legislative body. Indeed, those who have 
beoi accustomed to note carefully the Parliamentary Debates 
unce 1811, must have perceived that Mr. Homer had abetter 
hold on the principles of .that .important science, than any 

. Orator of his day. 

" As a public speaker, he was not remarkable Tor the popular 
graces and attractitHis. If eloquence. consists in rousing the 
passions by strong metaphor, in awakening the sympathies by 
studied allusions, or in arresting attention by tlie sallies of' (t 
mind rich In peculiar association, Mr. Horner was not elo- 
. quent. But, if eloquence be the art of persuading by accurate 
reasoning, and a right . adjustment of all the part^ of a dis- 
course, by the power of a tact vrfiich is rather ittieliectuaify 
right, than practicaliy_^ne i Mr. H. was eloquent. He. spoke 
with the steady calmness <^ one who saat. his way on principUf 
while he felt it simply and immediately through sobriety of- 

^tdgment and good conduct i and never seemed to be more ex- 
cited by hit luttject, or more carried away in the Tehaxunce 
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of debate than to mftke such exektions as left otfs lUiifimn 
impreflmon on Uie'jiunds of hia hearers, that he spdke'frcaih 
dn bislest intemal «ODTictioi% and from a teal deabv to be 
UsefiiL. 

: **In private lii^.he was lUstinguished by an imprefsivcf 
gxaveness, nhich would have appeared iheavy, had it Aot been 
observed in permanent conjunction with an easy steadiness of 
convra'satioD, and a simplicity of manners very &r from any 
thing odd, affected, or inelegant. His sense of honour was 
high and dedded. His taste for literature, like his taste for 
conduct, was correct. As his acts of friendship or of du^ 
were done without efK>rt or finesse, so did he enjoy with, 
quietness and relish, those tender and deeply felt domestic 
auctions which can sweeten or even adorn, almost any con- 
dition of life. He was one of that powerful band of able and 
distinguished men, with which the Edinburgh Review origin- 
ated, and was known as one of its contributors for several of 
the earher years of its progress. 

" He was not fitted to win popularity, but, his habitual mode- 
ration, his unaffected respect for every thing. respectable that 
was opposed to him, and the successful pains which he took 
to inform himself well on the grounds and nature of -every 
business in which he bore a part, g^uned him an influence 
more valuable to a man of judgment^ than popularity. In 
short, reckoning forward to the distance of probably a very 
few years, and to that change in his Majesty's councils, which' 
it was the object of Mr. Horner's political life to accompIiBh, 
and under which he sincerely believed his country would be 
more free and more secure, than under any other probable) 
event ; no man seemed more likely to rise to high place and 
influence than himself. 

" In a crisis of public aff^rs Hke the present, unbiassed and 
upright politidans will admit, that the influence of men like 
him, is peculiarly desirable. And I would receive it as a con- 
■da^n if any one could be at present named, to fill the space 
wlueh he has lefl." 
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To Raebura, the great Scotch portrait psintOT, Mr. Htwner 
sat for bis picture some years before his demise. No engrav- 
ing' we believe, has yet been- made from it: it is a&ithfiil. 
likeness, and we trust, that the attachment of the surviving 
fiiends of the man, whose loss sH seem to deplore, will have 
it transferred to copper, by the burin of some skilliil en- 
graver. 
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No. XIV. 

Thb Honourabi^ henry ERSKINE, 



± ME house of Buchan has been always distiDguished, eitim 
for the posaesBion of high employments or the dispky^ of extra- 
(vdinary talents. As a scion of the powerBil stock which so 
long possessed the earldom of Mar, it traces its alliances, to 
the bldod-royal of Scotland, aswell as to the ducal stems, of 
I^enojt and Roxburgh,' and the noble ones of Morten, Find- 
later, and Dalhousie. Sir James Stewart, second son of Sir 
James Stewart, the Slack Knight t^Ijom was the founder of 
this family. John Stuart, son of John Earl of Buchan, having 
been killed at the battle of Muss^borough in 1517, his 
daughter Christian, four years after, became a Countess, and 
married Robert Douglas, brother to William the sixth Earl of 
Buchan, who, in her right, enjoyed the honours of that 
bouse. Their grand-daughter Mary, having formed an alli- 
ance with Sir' James Erskine, eldest son of John Earl of 
Mar, the succession to the Earldom of Buchan, which had 
before been in heirs-general, was, by patent under the great 
seal of Scotland, limited to heirs male. 

So much for the descent of the subject of these manpirs ; 
and as to the offices held by his immediate progenitors, they wer« 
Lords High-Stewards, Lords Treasurers, Lords Greal-Cham- 
berluns of Scotland, Lords High Commissioners to the General 
Assembly, &c., &c., in succession. In our own time we hare 
T,2 
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beheld an Earl of Bachan neglected indeed, by nuiuetere, and 
never suffldeptly appreciated by his own cou&trymeai, but pos- 
iessing extraordinary g^us and talents ; his next surviving 
brother not only taking the lead, but selected twice to occuiqr 
the highest and most honourable office at the Scottish bar j 
while a third and youngest was ennobled in England, and 
became Lord High Chancellor of Great Britun. 

The Honourable Henry Erskine, third son of Henry David 
Earl of Buchan, by Agnes, daughter of Sir James Stewart, 
of Coltnesa and Goodtrees, Bart^ was born at. Edinburgh, 
on the I9t of November, 1746, O. S. 

His health being originally delicate, we have been given to 
understand that the early part of his education was of a do- 
mestic nature ; a tutor * possessing considerable talents, having 
been for some time resident under the paternal roo^ ' who 
superintended the studies of the three brothers. They after- 
wards repaired to the college of St. Andrew's, vrhich has 
been long fiunous for producing celebrated men ; hence th^ 
were transferred, first to the university of Glasgow, and 
' secondly to that of Edinburgh. 

As his patrimonial fortune was not large, a profesnon be-, 
came necessary for Henry, and the bar and the army pr&- 
amting the only two avenues to fortune, usually trod ' by the 
SOBS of great families in Stotland, he Was early destined for the 
law, while Ins younger brother, Thomas, at first adopted 
the sword, and lastly the gown. , 

■ Th«nr lather, Hairy-David, the tenth Earl, deceasing Id 
1767, the Countess-Dowager^ a pious and accompUshed wo- 
man, after superintending their progress, lived until 1778, 
to enjoy the certainty of beholding her eldest sc^both opulent 
and respectable ; while the endearing prospect was ah'eady 
opened to the eyes of a fond mother, of contemplating the 
junior branches advancing to eminence at the English and 

* Mr. JiiDCi Bucliinan of Glugow. B; hi) tatenli inii hW inittBiry >r<an Etod Lord 
Canlrou (becoiae so b; die demiM of his cldst broiber), md the mu oihei ijiiu of tha 
lut Eul of Buchin, in lUccenion, for > neigh bouiiiig uoivenitj. 
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SoottiBh bars, of which, indeed, they afterwards became the ' 
ornaments. Nor ought due praise to be omitted here, to the 
head of this distinguished ^tiily. With a noble and generous 
■pint, the present Earl of Buchan, voluntarily took upon him* 
self the payment of his father'3,debts ;. and submitted to the 
8ev«est privations, ma^Iy from a delicate sense of duty : for 
no existing law enforced a sacrifice so highly honourable both 
to his principles and feelings ! 

Meanwhile the second brother prosecuted his studies at 
Edinburgh, attended the Court of Session, read the Scotch 
and foreign jurists, made himself familiar with the celebrated 
work of his countryman Craig ", relative to a system stUI im- 
happily prevalent ; and thus prepared himself to earn an 
honourable competence while a bachelor, and su[^i:t aiamily 
with respectabili^ when he should be inclined to marry. 

At an early period of life, he was admitted a member of the 
bcnlty of Advocates, having then only attained the agQ <^ 
twenty-two. This, which exactly corresponds to "a call" to 
the English bar, toi^ place in 1768] nownearly half a centu^ 
ago I .and at a time, too, when! a taste for eloquence of any 
kind was not soiBciently ciiltirated in the northern parts of the 
island. The language, which at that period, exhibited bnt 
a very imperfect dialect of the English, was not favourably 
peihaps, to oratory. The fatal suspension of trial by jury in 
civil cases, the proceedings by written rather than oral pl^d- 
ings, and that law, which still renders unanimity in criminal 
trials utmecessary, nearly precluded all scope for genius and 
ability. It became necessary, indeed, to quote all the conflict- 
uig opinions in the books, to be femiliar with the barbarous 
Latin, in which the still more barbarous feudal code is com* 
pr^ndt^, and to obtdn a circumlocutory &cility of speech^ 
in order to spin out the proceedings with an enormous biit 
profitable verbosity. The judges, too -^ many of whom, like 
MoDboddo and Kaimes, were men of singular learrung^ liberality* 

* Dc Teu^. 
T S 
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and accomplishments, — must be addressed according to bbfio- 
lete forms, and in a whining cadence prescribed by custom^ to 
have trenched on which, would have been unpardonable, in the 
presence of the " Lords of Council and Session," some of 
whom, at that period, actually claimed the right of dispensing 
with acts of parliament, in virtue of what they a^cted to call 
liie TiobUe ^UAvm ! 

It is but little wonder that* oratory was at so low an ebb 
fifty years ago, both at ,the bar and the pulpit, although 
it would be uncandid to decide on the latter, by the speci- 
mens contained in. the lamous publication called " Scotch 
Presbyterian Eloqueniie displayed." And yet, judging by the 
^fects, it would be unfair lo disallow that John Knox was a 
master of the human passions, which he wielded to his will, 
by means of the vernacular tongue. It is an unequivocal procf 
tof-'this, indeed, dtat by the force of his ailments and. the 
thunder of his declamatioas, he overawed both the Queen and 
the clergy of the existing establishment ; that he caused the 
catliedrals and parish churches to be despoiled of their 
y popish ornaments," and that, finally, he established the 
standard of a newer and a purer tiuth, on the smoking rains of 
die prostrate Church of Rome. -. . ' .' 

As the Scottish bar, like the Scottish pulpit, had few or no 
great models to reCur to, arts, which would assuredly be con- 
demned at the present moment, were then practised with impu- . 
nity.* The civil law, which is the foundation of aU that is eminent 
-in5unsprudence on the northern bank of the Tweed, ,is not only 
uncertain in its foundations, bearings, and illustrations;. it is 
not only ambiguous, equivocal, and dilatory, but it. en- 
courE^es, like the only court governed by its maxims in 
■England, accumulated expenoe and endless litigation. Many 
^admirable improvements have been lately enforced, indeed, by 



• li hi> Wn Mid dut the ip««he« of i certun ruaout ulnxxK of thu diy, ■ 
ilmji reguliied by circunaiBncei. For > rich dicut hs would MHnnimei aMnU 
ngei ind oo B«« ocriMiMii (ptoiided hli/cB •» l»rp)i noiild, si i ciiitcil owmi 
luint lata ■ flood of imt. 
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act of parlianteDt : but such, or nearly such, was the actual 
state of forensic practice, when Mr. Henry Erskiiie presented 
himself in the outer court before the lord ordinary to. obtain 
interlocutory judgments, and to creep on by due de^ees, and at 
the r^ular and invarying pace of a snail, to a fmal ju<lg- 
m&it. 

This gentleman possessed polished manners, an imagin- 
ation wartn and ardent, a judgment ripe and precocious. . At 
an early age, be had cultivated the Muses, and refined both 
his mind and his language by poetry.- The^ all operated, in 
a cert^ degree, to render him' a conspicuous t^haracter, ; add to 
introduce a certain degree of grace and chastity, a change of 
no common magnitude, both in the pleadings and elo<wtipn of 
the courts of justice. 

Another arena, of a very extraordinary Wnd soon after.:pr&- 
eented itself. This was the general assembly of the Kirk of 
Scotland, a representative body, in which both the cler^ and 
Ae laity, appear annually by deputies from their respective 
synods, and parishes, at Edinburgh. This has been termed 
*' the best theatre for debberative eloquence^ to be found in 
Scotland ;" and it was here indeed, that the late indefatigable 
Henry Dundas (Viscount Melville), who left no moment 
of his life unoccupied, either with business or pleasure first 
prepared himself for the . more profitable contentions of the 
senate. It vras here also that Henry Erskine, no longer 
trammelled by technical niceties, exhibited the first ^edmena 
of bis oratory. As he possessed a deep sense of religion, 
eren in bis juv^le years, and was zealously attached from 
conviction, as well as education, to the Presbyterian &ith ; the 
Bii^ierior excelicnce of this system, both in respect to tenets 
and discipline was always mmntained and asserted by him. 
These orthodox sentiments, joined to a due consideration of 
his talents and his line^e, of course rendered him respectable 
in' no common d^ree, in the eyes of his colleagues ; and ac- 
cordin^y, he was always listened to with the greatest defer- 
^jce and attention. 

T 4 
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Meanwhile^ his practice eno^awd apace, and Ids abilitief 
toon made him sonfj^t after, from tiiB shores of the Forth* 
to the 'extremities of Caithness. In addition to this, as bt 
always distingtuBhed himself greatfy -whtai he ondertook to 
rescue imiocence from persecatioii ; to vindicate the cause of the 
oppressed, or to support the dums of the fiiendless tenant* 
against the encroachments or injustice of his l/iird, he soon 
became a very pc^ndar advocate. Nor was his opinion as a 
lawyer neglected; fi)r do one could give a readier answ^ to 
s case, or unravel the mysterioua diversity of the munidpal 
law, with superior acateness aad precision. 

So eariyas 1770, we find that his poetry breathed some- 
thing of a scorn <iS pride,, and oj^eseion, as will be seen from 
the following hitherto trnpiMtshed spedmoi, writteb itf that 
period. . 

The Satatioe Plant and the Natle, a FaNe. 

How oft, negteoted and forlorn, 

Da high-sprung worth and merit lie, 
While wealth and power, though basdy bom. 

Lift their unworthy heads on high.. 

How oft are sense and genius bright 

Denied the pom- reward of prtuse ; 
How many, modest nwrit slight. 

While gilded dulness wears the bays. 

' His bosom wrung with anguish keen. 

How oft «e meet the slighted youth, - 
On whosepale cheek too well is seen 
That w^hh pnvaila.o'er love and truth; 

De^-mark'd with scars, sare-wom with toil. 
Low lies the hero's hoary head ; -— 
• While striplings share his haid-won spinl, 

Helpless his orphans weep for bread. ^ 
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The patriot's worth, the poet's fireSi 
And science fair, neglected die ; 

Sweet charity herself expiree, 
Nor shuts on& grate&il hand her eys. 

Sweet Philomei thus pours ber stt^ 
Where oaly echo hears the song ; ■ 

Thus sheds the rose her sweets in vain 
Some streaia's untrodden bBnlc along. 

Yet not less sweet the scent or song. 
Though wasted on the desart air : 

Though found amoi^ the humble throng,. 
Truth, sense, and virtue still are &ir. 

Then dro<¥ not thou, whom fhte unkind,' 
Poor and unknown, has doom'd to dwell ; 

The muse thy lone retreat shall find. 
Shall visit oft thy humble cell. 

Nifr mourn, ye brave, thmgh fiowafds live. 
To wear the laurels won by you ; 

Here or hereafter, Heaven shall give 
The priae to worth and valour due. 

To soothe with lu^e your humble state, 
To keep alive &ir virtue's 6reB, 

Read (and uninnrmaring yield to &te) 
The simple tale the muse inspires. 

Within the garden's sheltered bound. 
The florist's arty the florist's core. 

With every hue had deck'd tlie ground, 
With every scent perfiim'd the «r. 

The'nipping &ost, the driving snow. 
The chilling wind and beating rain, 

Though deep they iM, and fiercely blow, 
There ileal Ihei^ baleAil bbsts in vain. 
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Though Sol his genial ray denies, 
And morn refiue her dew to lend. 

There artificial axau anee, 
Tliere artificial thowerB deacend. 

Within these bowersi full many a flower, 

The native of benigner skiei, 
Such ae might grace Hesperian bower. 

Or &iry grove, were seen to riie. 

Even flowers, b; nature's hand deeign'd, - 
Mid savage wilds unknown to grow. 

Transplanted aiid by care refin'd. 
Were taught both &ir and sweet to blow. 

Just such a fostering power is thine. 
And virtue such dost thou bestow. 

Oh, education, source divine, 
From which truth, worth, and wisdom flow. 

Yet midst these beds, full many a weed, 
la spite of core would often spring ; 

For thoughtless zephyr bore the seed, 
And dropt it friHn his wanton wing. . 

And many a fair and fn^rant flower, 
Fall'D from the sower's careless hand. 

Spite of the sweetly-fostering shower. 
Died on the waste and barren sand. 

So many a heart of fire sublime. 

Unknown and friendless, lives and dies. 

While meaner souls,, by fortune, climb 
The heights where fame's proud turrets rise. 

On the hard, bleak, and barren mould 
The plant for soft sensation known, 

"Twas thus the tale a florist told. 
Was dropt unshelter'd and aloae. 
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From the rude wit)d and dashing rain, 
IiHtinctive shrunk its tender leaf, 

For shelter while it sought in vain. 
Low hung its head in silent grief. 

Its bumble plight and look forlorn. 

Soon caught a neighbouring nettle's eyes. 

That lately, on the light breeze borne. 
Midst Flora's favourites dar'd to rise. 

There fixed its root the worthless seed. 
And, by the florist long unseen, 

Thriving it grew; for evil weed 
^11 qwck and strongly springs I ween. 

' Avaunt !' th' ungenerous upstart cried, 
' Nor taint with sighs the balmy air, 

' That fans the garden's flowery pride, 
' - Where I am fairest of the fair. 

' In vain, of destiny severe, - 
' Or, envying nie, of late compfauD;- 

' Justly it arm'd and placed me here, 
' And justly thus bids me remain.' 

Thus spoke the nettle, proud and sour. 
While zephyr sigli'il along the beds; 

A tear stood bright on every fiow'r. 
And pity bow'd their lov«ly heads. 

' Proud weed," the gentle sufferer said, 
' That look'st on humble worth with scorn, 

' Thy malice shall behold me dead, 
' Ere joyful dawns another mom. 

' Yet know, though thus I early &U, 
' No hidden crimes have work'd my f^e: 

' 'Tis fortune, blind alike to all, 

< That ruins me, and makes thee great. 
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' CapBt tbou behold yon rtijo'd mound* 
' Where all thy noxious kindred groiTr 

' Yet dare the gentle hcBTt to wound. 
' And proudly scoff at honest woe. 

■ While I, whose worth let others tell) 
' My feeling form who fondly rear, 
' My rising rage with pity quell, 

' Foresee My end, and drop a tear. 

* The'glorious orb, whose genial ray 

' Cali'd into life (hy boasted form, 
' Ziow in the dust thy pride can lay, 

' And save my weakness from the Stontt.' 

He spoke : The sun was gliding low, 

And damps hung heavy in the air. 
The florist 'gan his rounds to go, > 

To guard from hum his flowery care. 

With scorn, the nettle's worthless root. 
From its warm scat) he instant tore, 
' And in its place the sufferer put. 

Ne'er to know pain or sorrow more." 

lie following ^. tTespntf was written exactly thirty jears 
after, en perusing the first productioD of the author ofLalla 
ffookh: 

Impromptu on reading Moore's Anacrean, 

" Oh! mourn not for Anacreon dead — 
Qh! weep not for Anacreon fled — 
The lyre still breathes he touched before. 
For we have one Anacreon Moore." 

The period had now arrived i^en Mr. Erskine thought 
proper to become a married man ; but this he did not attempt 
until he deemed bis independence secured. His first wife was 
Chrifitina, the cmly daughter c£ George FuUatton, Esq., Col- 
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lector of dtQ Ciutcwsat Xeitlit;aad by tJiifl' lady he had three 
daugbt^r% Eli«t>beth-IVaaces, nho died young; Eliidbeth- 
OromptOD) oftecwards Mrs. Callender ; and Henrietta, now 
Mrs. Smith I together with two sons, Henry* and George. — 
Although the lady, who was an heiress, brought him a hand- 
tome fortune ; yet this circumstance did not tend to relax his 
industry ; but, on tbe contrary, the sight of an increasing &- 
mily contributed not a little to increase his assiduity, and ren- 
der him more careful and attentive than before. 

We have already contem^ated Mr. Erskine in the chaiicter 
of a lawyer, And a poet ; but it still remains for lis to con^der 
him as a politician. George Buchanan, the pree^tor of 
James VI. in his fcunous tract, " De Jure regni apud Scotos," 
aSect& to consider his native country as a republic ! and he 
lays down rules, in the first place, for checking any nnall de- 
viation OB the side of arbitrary power ; and in the next, for pu- 
nishing any gross assumption on the part of the ezeciitiTe.-~ 
Notwithstanding this, it is evident from history, that the kings 
of Scotland, in the ordinary exercise of the prerogative, were 
for many ages omnipotent, both in Parliament and the in- 
ierior courts. In the rdgn <^ Charles II., however, the op- 
presuMia of the I>uke of Lauderdale, and others, were so noto- 
rious, even in matters of conscience, tiiat a sullen and settied 
opposition toc^ place, and a love of religious and civil libetly, 
which had first evinced itself in the time of Mary, and was 
fostered by the masculine and audacious qiirit <J the great 
Scotch reformer, burst out at the Bevolution, In the southern 
-counties, when William III. assumed-the throne of both king- 
-doms. It has even bd^ said that the word whig fvAiggart) 
is indebted for its origin to the covenanters in. the west of Scot- 
land ; but the principle made but little prepress in themorthem 
parts of die United Kingdom, until the batde of Chdloden in 
I74f5, put ait end to all the hopiesand pretensions of the house 
ofStewart. i ■ . . , 

• Kt.HtaTj Enkine, the pMtoBiptive heir to the EuMomoT Buchto, in 1811, 
tuaM tbe t\iat diughwr of the ku Sir Chtrla Shiplfj. 
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Mr. Henry Kr^uae, IJke hiselder brother, was a wbi^ and 
that too at a period, when it was scarcely possible to avow it 
with impuutr, " in the giide aald toune of Edinborough I"— 
The members of tiiis distinguished family, however, boldly as- 
serted their right toaireedomofthoughtandofdiscufisioD; and 
openly stigmatised the American war, as hostile both in its 
origin, and progress, to the constitution. At the conclosioiJ 
of that contest, the merits of the subject of this memoir wotc 
not forgotten ; indeed it would have beeu impossiUe to have 
overloc^ed them : for he was now, if not the very first, yet 
in the foremost rank at the Scotch bar ; and in short, almost ' 
the only constitutional lawyer of any distinguished talents there. 
Accordingly, when I^rd North, (afterwards Earl of .Guil(brd,~) 
was, reluctantly driven from power, and the Rockingham ad- 
ministration came into place, the office of LtH-d-Advocate of 
Scotland, a post fer more important than that of Attorney- 
Geueral in England, was conferred on Mr. Henry Erskine. — 
This occurred in 1802, a&er which he was imme(£ately nomf- 
nateda member of Parliament. But his opportunities to sup- 
port the new administration were few, on account of its 
^hemerat existence. On its retreat he was immediately strip^ 
ped of his official dignity, without any manner of ceremony 
whatsoever, and hi3:placc instantly supplied, by a new candi- 
date for office, whose principles were doubtless more phant, as 
wdl as more conformable to the wishes of the minister. Twelve 
years pertinacious retention ,of power on the part of Mr. Pitt, 
who has been. deemed by some,. an eloquent I'ather than ^ther 
a great or a successful minister, precluded all hope of rdn- 
stafement, or advancement, on Ihe. part of a man, who al- 
. ways exhibited an unvarying uniformity to bis principles. — 
One honourable and independent station, however, became the 
object of a laudable ambition ; it was indeed unaccompanied by 
any esnoluments whatsoever, but on . the other band, it bad 
been occupied and adorned by the greatest and most . distiD- 
guished practiUoners at the Scottish bar. This was the office 
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of Dean of the Faculty of Advocatet, to which all the memben 
are entitled to elect, and which was now obtained in a manner 
honourable to both parties. 

Yet even this distinction was at length envied the possessor; 
and, as if to mortify both himself and his party, an active can- 
vas took place, a new candidate presented himself; and a 
m^ority of this great juridical corporation, influenced by the 
c^ten smiles of power, seemed to be as eager to depos^ as they 
had been before anxious to aj^int him. 

In 1806, when Mr. Fox again returned to office, over- 
whelmed by disease rather than by years, Mr. Thomaa 
Erskine was nominated Lord Chancellor, and his brother 
Hairy once more became Lord Advocate. On tills occasion 
be was returned member for a district of Burghs*, in the last 
session of the second Imperial Parliameiit, which met Jan. 21, 
1806, in the room of Major Dalrymple, who accepted of the 
Chiltem Hundreds to make way for him. On the dissolution, 
which soon after ensued, he was re-elected without opposition. 
This, however, like the former Whig administration, at the 
close of the American* war, was not sufTered to continue long 
in power ; and on its dismission, Mr. H. Erskine, found his 
seat in Parliament supplied at the next dissolution by Sir J. H. 
Maxwell, Bart. 

It was thus, that although twice Lord Advocate^ he did not. 
remain in office above two years and a hal^ during the course 
of (T long life ; and accordingly had a glimpse rather than a 
fiill possession of power. It can never be said, however, that 
be abused his high station by any undue exertion of power ; 
or disgraced himself by an equivocal assumption of prerogative. 
The claims of this great officer of state have how become 
happily <Asdete ,- in remote times, he exercised a degree of 
authority utterly incompatible with a free government; and 
even in our own days, a parliamentary enquiry disclosed such 
a flagrant act of injustice, in' a remote county, that even the 

* Duinrrici, Kircudbright, Samjubar, Anin, and LochmtbeD. 
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sludd of p6w«r could not shelter &e p^petntor from well- 
merited rej^iroEich. 

At length, Mr. Erskine's constitution began to give way to 
the pressure of disease; and his good sense wuely induced 
^ him, on this occasion, to withdraw &om the bar. This oc> 
cnrred in 1S12, and the five remaining years of his life were 
chequered, or rather consumed by maladies of various kinds. 
On diis occasion, he occasionally had recourse to travd, 
and came to England, where he resided for smne time.' At 
othei' periods he frequented the watering and sea^mtlung places, 
but without finding r^ef. Medical aid having also proved 
unavuling, atlengthhisamiableand unh^ipy wife* andlamily 
Were reluctantly forced to despair of his recovery. Their foart 
proved but too true, for he died at'his country seat, in /West 
Lothian, oil the '8th of October, 1817,' when he liad neariy 
completed the 71st year of his age. 

In his person, Mr. Henry Erskine was tall and gented ; is 
point of hei^t, he surpassed both his brothers ; and in the 
first bloom of youth was considered haDdsome.in no coaim<»i 
degree. Although a man of great gaiety, his bubits were for- 
tunately, both for ' himself and family, of a domestic nature. 
Even in the early part of his life he was tanperate ; and in the 
latter part abstemious. It has been observed of men of wit in 
genera), that they delight and &scinate every where bat at 
home ; ^ yet o/^fHiie, he was ever moat pleasant; aedalthough 
lie denied himself the enjoyment of all expensive pleasures, 
yet, so far as his m^ms extended, he was ever indulgent to 
those around him. 

' Mr. Erskine was always addicted to a country life. He 
talked of cultivating his lands at Aounonddlf, with delight; 
and when in I^ndon, we have heard him indulge in 'die r^>- 
tiirous hope of returning to gather in his harvest 4 WLen he 

' ■ Hit Rmner ltdjlatln| died. In iio^ fae'iAennidi onriicd Mi*. TunbvU, fgr- 

merlf Miu Munro. 

t Thii origirall; formcJ part of ilia patrimonul «tatt, «nd wu Uurftrnd lo hii 
Mcood bruher, hj tjic ppcKUt Eu-l, ibout ihtjicu 17 9>, lo kttc u a rnmt from ttx 
filiguet <A bu^M*, doling ibe ncstion. 
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inilidr^ from practice, he accordingly spent tbe greater part 
of his life in this rural retreat. He had. constructed a boaati' 
fid lit^ villa and oreated the scenery aronnd it, in stdtit con- 
fiNrmity- to his own taste ; and in employments such aa f h«fie 
paned the remainder of his life. Thii was a most fortunate 
drconutance ; for a ^eat maa in retir^ent is generally the 
unbiqqneBt animal in tlie creation. 

He was fimd of wit, and eojoyed.a good joke hotter than 
any man; nay, he wvuld not disdain erea a purit either in 
Terse' en* in prose. No one exlubUed, either in his person or 
practice, a greater portion of the social afiections; and such 
was the faa|q>y texture (^ his temper, and the indescrib^Ia 
buoyancy of bis^iritSf thrt disease it»lf could neither subdue 
the ctHutancy of his^^mind, nor entirely deprive hjm of that play- 
liil gaie^ for whkh he was so eminent^ distinguished. 

It is no small proof of the general respect prevalent at this 
OKHnent, for the memory of this amiable gentleman, that his 
virtues and talents have already been oHnmemorated by three 
distinguished persons. TheEari t^ Buchan, unable to afford 
rent for the extremi^ of his frat^nal grie^ in his own lan- 
guage has had recourse to that of Cicero ; 

" AEii qiddem fiater num, quanquam nunc ereptus, vivet, 
taoKH, ^mperqae vivet : viriuteni mim amaoi iUiusfratrisy quce 
extincta non est. Nee mUd soli versatw ante oados, qui iUam 
simper in manibus kabmt, sed etiam posteris erit clara et in- . 
sigms! 

" EqiddgM ex omnibus rebus, quas miki autfortwta aut naUtra 
^buit, niAil habui, quod cum amdtia Jratris mei passim com- 
parare." 

The following obsaradons have been attributed to Mr. 
Jcfieries, an advocate, and a man of letters, of no small dis- 
tinctktn: 



" Od itut high bench wbae KenTon bohh hk «ctt, * 
Eagluiil mtj bout ibal Tnitb and lanict meet : 
But la 1 nonbeM coon, where PrBfeconnmidithectiur, 
O^euioa holdt tlieual((,.wd Jiid||aeDt'* lott in.Ayr^'* 
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" In his'long and splendid' career at the bar, Mr. Erskine 
was distingiii^ed, not only by ibe peculiar brilliancy of hit 
wit, and tbe gracefulness, ease, and vivacity of his eloquence, 
but by the still rarer power of keeping those seductive qualities 
in' perfect subordination to his judgment. By thdr assistance^ 
hecould not only make the most repulsive subjects agreeatde, 
but the most abstruse, easy and intelligible. In bis profession, 
indeed, idl his' wit was ai^mrat, and each of his delightful 
illustrations^ a material step in his reasoning. To himself it 
seemed always as- if they were rec<nnmended rather for th&r 
use than their beauty. And unquestionably they often enaUsd 
him to state a fine ailment or a nice distinction." 

The fbUowing tribute is from the pen of a iricaid : 
- " The character of Mt. Erskine's' eloquence bore a strong 
resemblance to that of his noble brother, (Lord Erskine) but 
being much less diffusive^ it was better calculated to leaVe a 
for<able impression : he had the art of concentrating his idea^ 
and presenting them at once in' so luminoiis and irresistible a 
form, as to render his hearers masters of the view he took of 
bis sul^ect ; which, however dry or comples in its Jiature^ 
never &iled to become entertaining and instructive in his 
hands ; for, to professional knowledge of the highest order, he 
united a most extensive acquaintance with history, literatm-e, 
and science; and a thorough conversancj- with human life and 
moral and political pldlosophy. The writer of this article has 
witnessed, with pleasure and astonishment, the widely different 
^notions excited by the amazing powers of his oratory ; fervid 
and affecting in the extreiiiest degree, when the occasion callied 
for it ; and no less powerful, in opposite circumstances, by the 
■potency of wit and the brillmncy of .comic humour, .which 
censtandy excit«d shouts of laughter .^roi^hoiit the premhcts. 
of the court, -^^ the mirthful glee even extending itself tff the 
ennined sages, who found too much amusement in the sc^ie 
to check the &scinating actor of it. He assisted the |;Teat 
powers of his understanding ' by an indefatigable industry, 
not commonly annexed to extraordinary 'geoius; and he 
kept his mind open for the admistion of kriowledge, by the 
Qiost unaffected mod«a^ of deportment. The harmoEfy <^)us 
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periods, and the accuracy of his ^tpreaaioBa,. in fa)s.most un- 
premeditated speeches, vete not among the, least of. his ora- 
torical accompIidunentB. 

." In the most nqud of his-flights, when his tongue could 
scarce keep pace with bis thoughts, he never failed to seize 
the choicest words in the treasury of our language. The apt, 
beautiful, and varied images which constantly decorated Uis 
judicial addresses, su^eated themsehres instantaneously, and 
appeared, like the soldiers of Cadmus, in complete armour 
and array to support the cause of their creator, the most re- 
markable feature of whose eloquence Vras, that it never 
made him swerve by one hair-breadth from the minuter de- 
taib most befitting his purpose ; for, with matchless skill, he 
rendered the. most dazzling oratory subservient to the , uses of 
consummate special pleading, so that his prudence and sagacity 
as an advocate, were as decisive as. his speeches were splendi^.' 
" Mr. Erskine's sttainments, as we- have before observed, 
were not confined to a mere acquaintance with his professional 
duties; he was an elegant classical scholar, and an aide 
mathemattciau ; and he also possessed many minor accomplish- 
ments in great perfection. .His knowledge of music was cor- 
rect, and his execution coi the vidoncello most pleasing. In all 
the various rdations of private life, Mr. Erskine's character-was 
truly estimable, and the just appreciation of his virtues ex- 
tended far beyond the circle of his own family and friends ; 
and it is a well authienticated fact, that a writer (or^ as we 
should say, attorney] in a distant part of ScoUand, represent- 
ing to an oppressed and needy tacksman, who had applied to 
him for advice, the fotihly of entering into a lawsuit with a 
wealthy neighbour, having himself no means of defending his 
CBOs^ received for answer, " Ye dinna ken what ye say, , 
Maister,. there's nae a puir man in Scotland need to want a 
JHend QX fear an ctict^ while Hany Erskine lives!" How 
much honour does that simple smtence convey to the gener- 
ous and benevolent object of it I He had, indeed, a claim to 
the affection and reject of all who were within the knowledge 
' cf his extraorduiaf7itai{^t^ Emd more. uncommon virtues, 
u 2 
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" With a minii that wis i^ierior to Seat tuid iBct^sUe of 
coiTuptido, regukted by undeviating {n«ieiplea ctf int^ri^ 
and unifoTinity, devated in adversity as in pro^eri^, n^her 
Mibdued by pleasure into efieminacy, nor sunk into dejection 
by distreds ; — in no utuatioii of hi» life was he ashamed or 
^iraid of discharging hi» duty, but lionstaiit to the Ood whom 
he Worshipped, he evinced bis confidence in xh« fmxh he pro* 
fesaed, by hit actions ; to his friends he was Jbilh^ to hi* 
tfiemies generma, ever ready to saorifiee his Uttle private in- 
terests and pleasures to What he conceived to be the public 
wd&re, or to the domestic ^dty of those around him. - In 
the vnwds of ab eloquent writer he was < a man to choose lor 
a superior, to trust as ajriend, and to love as a brother :' the 
ardency of his efiFbrts to promote the happiness of his fellow- 
creotures, was a prominent feature in his character ; his verj- 
filults had their orig^ in the raccesBive confidence of too liberal 
a spirit, the' uncarcomscribed b^i^cenee of too warm a heart. 
It has been relnariced of a distinguished actor, that he was Issi 
to be envied wbilti receiving the meed of universal aj^lause, 
than at the head d his own table: the observation may 
justiy be applied to Mr. Erskine. In no sphere was the 
histre of his talents more con^icuous, while the unsfiected 
grace and duavi^ of his manners, th6 benevc^ent Afnile that 
iUumined his inteUigEnt countenance in the exercise of the 
hoapitalitica of the sodal boards rendered indeed a mCding at 
his housO ' a feast of rMsOti, and a Aovf (£ sOtL' In person 
Mr. Brskine wte abovfl the mid^e skei well proportioned 
but lender ; faia features were all diai-acter and nidst «tii&ingly 
ezpteesive of the rare qualities of his mind. In esriy Bfe hit 
carriage waa remarkably graceflll — digitified'and ithpreesive 
m oocasiffii required it ; m mantier he v^a gentle, pl&ylul, ftOd 
unassiuoing, ami so parsnasive was his address, that he never 
fukd to attract attentiaa, and by the spi^ of itr^stible fts- 
ciaftiiOB to fix, raid enohaln it His Voice Was poWerfut and 
neMlous, his eouwiatioh untdtiim^y accufttte and distinct, 
and there wak a pecidiar gr«ee in his uttei'ancti whitji ehhsnced 
the value erf* all he said, abd engraved the reAienibrante 0f it 
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indelibly on the minds oflus hearftn. For many yeftrs of bis 
life, Mr. Erddne had been the victim of ill health, but the 
native sweetness of his temper remained unclouded, and diuing 
the painfully protracted su^rings of his last illness, the lap- 
guage of complaint was never heard to escape his lips, npr 
the shadow of discontent seen to doud his countenance I 
' Nothing in bis life iwcame him, like the leaving it,' he 
looked patiently ibrward to the terminatioa af bis (minful ex- 
istence and rec^ved with mild complacency the iniejligence 
of his danger, while the ease and ht^ioess of thos^ whose 
felicity throu^ life had been his primary consideratioD, were 
never absent Irom his thoughts. It is said, that Swift, after 
having vrritten that celebrated satire on mankind, Gulliver's 
Travels, exclaimed whiUt meditating on the rare virtues of his 
friend Arbutbuot. " Oh I were there ten Arbuthnots in the 
world, I would ham my bocA.'* -r- It iS'^Bcnlt to contem- 
I^ate Buob a t^Aracter as Mr. JEwkintf juri&ept a nmikr sen- 
timent, without feeling, that were there many Ertkines, one 
shoidd learn to think better of mankind. The general voice 
placed him, while living, high among the iUustrious^characters 
of the present age ; may the humble memorial the author is 
giving to the public, pFeserve hjs nw^e uQbleanished tty-nic- 
n^KsMitation, till Bom« more -equal pep shall ha^d it 4off9 
to posterity,, as a bright ewnj^ of -vh^t -gtgat ^spfubws m^ 
taot^iinarj talatts mny rprove tp soeip^, wb<en tu^er -^ 
^t^doa of BouAd ju^ai^U, uiceiT)^l^.(nt«grity, #id «|)- 
IjUgtjd ,p hilairthH ^." 

It-JB^jot a httle ungular, th^ it is i^ubtl^ M this mof^fa^ 
whelliGr-a goodpor&vit of Mr. Hf9Ewy Srskhte actual^.exjstS'i 
\ait sfbe 'Obisttl of Ti^ni^^ h» bi^^ily fuppUed this enusston i 
W»d jt i»0 be boped,UiataaiaieDQblelibHuryof.the,Factdty«f 
Advflosiw at f^dktteugh is to lie graotd vilh a^butt.of Mx. 
Hpq)^, th»t«,diie tntwte to the memory of ;tbtdr wor^ and 
ttHa«prt|ed>jdna will not be losganeB. 
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The' Right Honourable' 
GEORGE WILLIAM EVELYN, Eabl of ROTHE& 



J. H^ . LeslieG, now neariy at the head of the Earls in the 
Scottish Peerage,' are <rf a very ancient family and high 
descent. They were of foreign . origin, and the first of that 
name in Great Britain, was Bartholdus Lesley, one of the 
Hungarian Magnates, who in the year 1086, attended Margaret 
Athehng, the wife of King Malcolm Canmore, into Scotland. 
There his merits, in addition to his services to that princess, 
were deemed so considerable, that King Malcolm gav^'him his 
own sister in marriage : and besides many large poss^ohs, 
ma^e him Governor of Edinburgh C^tle, a place which, 
under his management, became of the highest consequence to 
the reigning family; for he is said to have'fortified it, for the 
first time, according to the rules of "art which he had learned 
abroad. 

From him descended George Leslie, created Lord I^eehe, 
Earl of Rothes, by James IL in 1457. 
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'' ; "We leam irom anotber source, that Bartholomew de Leslyn, 
poBsesaed the barony of Leslyn, in Aberdeenehire, so eaiiy 
ias 1 1^5 ; and that his deacendsnt George, was honoured with 
the earldom alluded to above ; but that the precise date .is .un- 
certain, being between the years 1455 and 1459. William the 
third Eari lost his life at the fatal battle of Moddea field ; and 
^ai eldest son George appears to have been one of .those 
isealous reformers, who, in 1546, seized on the castle of Car- 
dinal Beaton at St. Andrew's, *'and," says Robertson, "de- 
liv«%d their country, though by a most unjustifiable actitm, 
from an ambitious man, whose pride was insupportable to the 
nobles, as his cruelty and cunning were the great checks to 
the R^brmation." 

The fourth Earl of Rothe? attended Queen Mary to 
France, in order to be espoused by the Dauphin ; John; 
the sixth. Earl, joined the Covenanters; but being one <^ 
Uie deputies from Scotland to Charles I., then in capti- 
vi^, was gained over, according to Burnet, by the hopM 
of marrying the " Countess of Devonshire, a rich and -ma^ 
DJficeut lady," 

His son Jphn fought for Charles 11. at Worcester, and 
returned with the King after bis exile. His favour now 
became preponderant at court, for he was Lord High Trea- 
snrer, Lord Keeper of the Great Seal, Lord Chancellor, 
&C. Dr. Burnet seyis, " the King loved him, though it 
was a very _^aravagant thing to see one man po^ess so 
many of the chief places of to poor a kingdom-" In 
] 680, he was created Duke of Rothes, Marquis of BsUia:- 
briedi and Cuskieberrie ; but as his Grace died without male 
issue, the patent, in consequence of tlie . limitations, expired 
Vith himself. 

Mal'garet, the eldest daughter, having married Charles 
Hamilton, th£ fifth Earl (^ I^ddington, th«r son .John be- 
came the eighth Earl of Rothes. On the accession of George}* 
he was appointed Lord High Admiral of Scotland, aud died 
in 1722. John, the ninth Earl, was a Lieutenant-Geiieral, 
and had a regiment of giiards, and his only son John, dying, 
u 4 
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in 1773, withooi male knie, vi» «aceeeded by- Ud d^ert 

aster. 

GeoT^ WOliam Erdyn Ledie^ tfae dereitii Esrl t^ Botha 
WKG the son of Oeoi^ Raymiuid Evdyn, £aq^ by J^ine Eli^ 
beth Countess of Rothes. He was bom Bfuch 98, 1768, and 
after Tece9vuig,the usual education, settled in Sigland, wh«e 
be married twice. His first wife was Lady Hairietta Ami* 
PeUiMii, eldest daughter of lliomas Earl di. Chicbester ; mth 
'diis lady, to whcnn he became united May 84, 1769, he had 
no male issue ; there were, however, three ^ag^ters, in%. H^- 
rietta-Anne, Amelia *, and Muy. The Countess dying <« 
December 5th, 1797, in August 1798, his lordship espomed 
Chailotte-Julia, daughter of Colonel John Campbell, of 
Dunoon, aJid here again there were no male difldren, 'but 
two females, Elizabeth-Jane, and OeoEgiana, the l^ter of 
wh<Hn is unce dead. 

In 1810, the Earl of Rothes succeaJed to the titles, and 
some estates 6till vested in ^e fiunily, amtH^ i^idh is the 
Seignon/ of Rothes, a lordship <m the banks of the ^ey, a 
few miles distant irom Elgin in the county of Morayi. His 
lordship, however, never lived ni Scotland, having reuded for 
Btiuiy years in the county of Surrey. 

As he possessed but a small patrimony, the Earl was asniBted 
by means of a pension from the crown, which ceased at bis 
deiatee. Ife was extremely l^al, and was the first to move 
addresses of congratulation, 8ic. His lordshq) also commanded 
the yeomanry cavalry in the viomty of Wimbledon, Wands- 
worth, &c., for many years. 

His eldest daughter,LadyHenrietta,nowCounte6sofRdthei, 
married a person of the name of Joikins, who afterwenis kept 
a botanical garden in the New Road, near Faddington, by 
Whinn she has several diildren, and with whcan she appetfe to 
be h^ppy. Her eonduct has been IbiUly modesty prudent, and 
CK^ni^ory. 

■ LnIj Anxlia l^ie ^^ ** Long-DUUM, too* Ifter the denuc cT bei bilwr 
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The death of her fitther, the late Karl, was sudd^ if not sin- 
golar : having been taken ill vhlle on honebaclc, not od a 
journey, but while enjojing a ride, and carried to the houee of 
H. Peters, Esq., of Betchworth Castle, where he expired Fe- 
bmaiy loth, 1817. 

As a legator, the Earl <^ Rothes was not prominent ; he, 
however, in, his chaucter of one of the.sixte^ peers of Scot- 
land, seconded the dutiful uid respectfol address which was 
. mored at the opening of the present parliament, and acquitted 
Unuelf nith a oumderdde share of ability, on liiat occaeioa. 
HU drauK is iiq>powd to bare arisen from thebontin^ i( a 
Uood^vcnd. 
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CHARLES COMBE, M. D. F. R. & amd A. S. 

X. HIS gentleman was a native of Liondon, having been born 
in thst great ci^ on the 23d of September 1 74S. His father^ 
an eminent and wealthy apothecary in Southamfrton Street, 
Bloomsbury, determined to give him a good education, and 
doubtless had the profesaioD of medicine in his view, frcan the 
veiry first. He was accordingly sent to Harrow school, of 
which Dr. Thackeray was then head master. There bis con- 
temporaries were of no vulgar kind ; for besides several others 
of some not^ he reckoned among his friends and playfijlu' vs, 
the present Dr. Parr, who afterwitrds became one of the in- 
structors in that seminary, <^ which he has been always oon- 
si^red both as ithe ornament and the prid& With the late 
Sir William Jones, who went to India in the obscure situati<Ni 
of a puisne Judge, a post utterly unworthy of his great talents 
and acquu^ments, he was particularly intimate ; he admired bis 
rare and singular merits ; he cultivated his valuable and lasting 
friendship; he was privy to ajl his plans, and he preserved a 
continued and uninterrupted intercourse with him, until his 
dqiarture for Bengal, where he expired, a prey to one of the 
many diseases of that climate. 

Meanwhile, on leaving Harrow, Mr. Combe returned to 
his father's house, and under the paternal roo^ applied him-^ 
self both to the study and practice of the healing art.' His 
knowledge of the learned languages furnished a ke^ to the 
theory ; the lectures of professional m«i, ctmveyed an idea of 
the present state of medicine j while the hospitals aflbrded an ' 
insight into new and uncommon cases. In 1768, when be 
was only twenty-five years of age, in consequence of the demise 
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of his iather, John, he sacceededto his practice, and confined 
himself for a considerable time, eKactly to the same line. 

In the course of the next year, he married' Miss Taylor, 
by whom he has two suTriTing children, out of four, who were 
bom in consequence of this imion, which lasted during the long 
period of thirty years j that lady died in 1 799. 

As Mr. Combe was known to be a man, who to an excel- 
lent education superadded considerable talents, and an ad- 
blemished character, his company and conversation were 
greatly courted. Nor was be averse to such distinctions a» 
men of Jearmng usually aspire to; for so early as 1771, he 
became a member of the Society of Antiquaries ; and in the 
coune of five years more, was nominated a fellow of the 
Royal Society, 

It w&s not until the year 1783, however, that be attained to 
any professional eminence. As he had not been educated at 
aii English Univer^ty, he could not obtain a d^ee &iiier at 
Oxford or Cambridge ; his friends therefore applied in his 
name to Glasgow ; and his certificate was so respectably signed, 
and his respectability so well established, that no difficulty 
whatsoever was found in conferring the title of M; D. As tbis^ 
however, did not entitle him to practise d^er in London, or 
seven miles arOund the metropohs, he a^^li^ to the CoU^e 
of Physicians, ofiered to submit to an exMninatton, and was 
accordingly nominated a " licentiate," without any obstacle. 
His habits and practice pointed at the lucrative and respect 
table station of an accouchem; which bad pvocured such an 
immense accession of opulence to his friend, the late Dr^ 
William Hunter. This gentleman like himself, had advanced 
from the very bottom of the profession, and obt^ned the 
doctorate at the University of Glasgow, after he had arrived at 
a mature age. The career of the former,, however, although 
less brilliant, was respectable; and he became, first, Physiciati 
in Ordinary, and then Physician Extraordinary to the British 
Lying-in- Hospital,, in Brownlow Street. His private practice 
was also both considerable, and advantageous; and had it not 
been for his literary, and scientific pursuits, which we aJ%-now 
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ibout to 'gnunelntit tfatra ciw be «o doubl* bul be wouU 
hftve (^tsined, po^ups the very fint aimenne in aadmSety. 
. Willie at HuTTowt Dr.Goombe had •^^<^tr^ a tpitrfced 
•ttaefament fi>r dboeical sttaiomeot^ and daancvt iBm«tJig»- 
fion: indeed, it was iupowible Imt theschool-miowftfft Joboit 
and a Parr, to raDaia devoid of a taste of tbia kind. The 
Frencb, widi Ism learniiig, perhaps, have cnlliraled medaUic 
biBtoiy, nuire than the Engiiah, sad tbe fiae hftmaet ttradL 
during the reign of Lonit XVL, ootwUbitewtoig tbe povw^ 
of tlie subjects irtiiah they aiebrate, and the bombsatk: nature 
of their inscriptions, have not a little contiibRted to fimn, or 
at least, to cnconnge tbis porso^ which u eonnected ia no 
snail degree ^th tbnr national g^ory. 

Dr. Cliarles Combe, possessed a similar taste, but it was 
of b'&r mon cba»te and cl«»ical desoiption. Tbe stvdy of 
ancient medals, as eonaactad with aocivt tnami^rs, and m- 
dent histeiy, was « career then open, and indeed, new to tbe 
nodon atttjqwary hi this conntiy. His ewly essays proved 
suosewiiil to a cMtnin degree, for tbey in die irst place tended 
not a little to dttiiw hie reputatten, and ia the next, intn)- 
dnced him to' the notice <rf' the late Dr. William Hqnter, with 
whom faewas connected by the ties of an toiinterrupted biatd- . 
Aip, duciBg the long qpace oS tweD^five years ; and wbicb 
was U last only diaselved ^ thedwMbf^one of thepartiep. 

lliis great anatomist, -amt msnsnidwife^ without bein^ 
periu^w, 8 very leamtd tiwii, in the strict scirse of tbat term, 
pgssMsed a noble powoi) tfx ti once diatjiigtMsliing him^e)^ 
and eveating an unrivalled Qiuseum tat tbe serriceiof poeteri^. 
' ' As be bad not any ehildEOi, and possessed an immenae 
■dnual revenue, the Dr. first formed a splendid anatomical «ol- 
kctioDi at bis houseinWindinillStreet^ wbicb waacomropncad* 
periN^ with a view to tbe accommodatioa of tbe nupierous 
stud^tfs from all counUie«, who crowded to bis lectures, Hia ' 
viawB'were next extended to natural history, in el u dipg tbv 

. finest apetamens of ^idls, mineral^ oTitals, corals. Sec. 

. As his jEOTtune e n crea sed, so did hk plans '^^rgerJor .his 
^HfftnwiUa wewso^qafcar lined with a. iftagwi^cept di^lfy^^i^ 
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book*, whid) actually formed a literary destdarattm, as thty 
contained a treasure of Greek and Rranan learnii^. But 
his asBembUge of Greek and Koman coina, in the acquisition 
of whicfa, boUi at home and abroad^ no expence was spared, 
BOOR bid defiance to oompeti^on in thi> island ; and at length 
rividled the beat cabinets of certain continent^ tovtSmgat^ 
the Aitire revenues of whose subjects, u« at their sole di^osal. 
S6 prilicely a colleetk)n of medals, had never before be«i 
puTehased by any ^hgte cdletitor, however rieh or aintHti<nH^ 
as by this one Enf^sh physician, during « period of about 
twenly-six yrars; and bis cabinet eminently excelled in it« 
Pare mtiss of the coins of the Grecian Kings. 

It Was in this cabinet, that Dr. Combe immured himi^ 
almost daily, during many hours; but it was towards the 
Roman history, ia which he was doubdess a considerable pro- 
^ient, that he now directed his views. Ttie Csssars in par- 
ticular, deaignated on large brats, had loig attracted his aU 
tention, and he was ambitious to write dissertations on all 
tbess medals ; but his labours, which conunenced with the 
usurper Julius, extended no further than the tyrant Domitian. 
The title of this work, as well as its dat^ will be found in the 
subjoined catalogue; it was dedicated to the Marquis of 
Roddngham, then in die hei^t of his reputation! "mag' 
nam, et vewrt^iU rumen gentilms." 

After an iHterval of ei^t or nine years. Dr. Combe pob- 
Uihed th« medaUic hidtory of the free cities of Greece; and 
sd MM and so rich was the collection whence he derived his 
materiab, that on this occasion, there appeared no fewer than 
■buy -five plates of ihedited coins. '' 

These two works served merely as qiecimens of this cde- 
bnted cabinet ; and for^gners now, for the first tim% b^;an 
to turn their eyes to Britaui, as a country peculiarly &voured 
in reelect to numismatic riches. Eckhel, who dien super- 
'inteuded die fitle cabinet of itiedals at Vienna, collected during 
a series of years by such fortunate members of the Home of 
Austria, as had attained to the inqierlal purple, paid many well 
merited compliments to the subject of this memoir on the 
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ffteaeat occasion , and he terms tfais a great and itllustrious . 
undertaking, in his work on ancient coins."* 

It WHS the intention of Dr. Combe, to have extended his 
description to the whole of the precious contents of this rare 
assembUge; but the death c^ Dr. Hunter, in the course of 
the succeeding yearfj after the publication of Part II, pr©^ 
eluded his further labours. Atliis demise, however, he found 
himsdf named in conjunction with Dr. David Pitcaim, uid 
Dr. George Fordyce, his executors, and to these gentlemen, 
tcfiether with his nephew Dr. Bailie, whose.name was as 
yet hardly known, were left the sole use and enjoyment of his 
whole cabinet, during the space of thirty years. .It is no htm 

■ Wondoful than true, that all these gendemen ^either hved 
nearly to, or have survived that remote period, distant las it 
then ^ipeared ! According to the will of the Doctor, it was 
them by a special clause, bequeathed in perpetuity to the 
■University of Glasgow, which had conferred on him .the 
degree of M . D. 

After a long Interval, Dr. Combe resumed his classical 
labours, whidi had now taken a diff^ent direction. Having 
formed a literary association, with his old school-fellow Dr. 

. Parr, and the Rev. Henry Homer, M. A. of Emanuel Col- 
lege, Cambridge, it ^^as det^Aiined to publish an elegant 
edition of Horace cum notis variorum. The Text of Gesner, 
the'Index of Treter, and the'best.notes of, the best Commen- 
tators, were all to be adopted ; while the seven valu^le . ma* 
ouscriptB.in the British, Museum, were at tbe.same time to 

■iKtoigicEe xva >uo &cile piincepi ropjnpiii ingenii sumpiu pluilmii mntcU, quia in 
proamio reptmentar, ad prodigium »u»!l. 
i."Nu«imanimC4tilogii>iC(unbioniiditc, inliile,pt(ilcun(c mintmiu «t,niljeaii,*l 
cslcem rgiionim. aut «n«dotci[uin copioiii tibiilii lecwii. Ul ihcHuri hujiu inciedib'ilu 

»piftt« qooquo >p«m nobii in eodem prooBmlo ostsmiltjn, fon ui.quo ooplUBi *«, 
■tore luccBi etam vi'Jnnt cluHmliie. ndclint nucai prie^naJiBguinkciipii, n^nmni' 
legum, nnmmi impentoruin in colooiii et Gmcii uibibui ciui, nuniini Romtnorum 
iBcdiii, n«<aiDtSnonici el Anglici. S«d bgec credo nmlra vou pfidem abiialerft venii, 
pHaltolumMdediinBbitJttliciU.". Doct.Niun. Va.p. chtt. 
, t 0> Mudl 30, 17a9. 
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be recurred to, both for the various readings, as vsU as 
ilfustratirai. 

Bat Dr. Parr, the Atias^ of this great undertaking, is stud 
to have declined, in consequence of which the labour at first 
.chiefly devcdved on Mr. Homer, who is said to have been a 
most accurate editor of editions (^ the prose classics, but less 
fitted for an undertaking like the present. Yet, such was the 
-conscientioua diligence exerted by this gentleman to fulfil hk 
engagements with the public ; and such the vexation and dis- 
^pototment incurred by him in the course of his efforts, that 
his health gelded beneath the pressure, and even life itself is 
sud to have been actually shortened on this very account. 

On the demise of his coadjutor, the remainder of the first 
volume, and the whole of the second, were pr^ared for and 
conducted through the press solely by Dr. Combe, who oh 
this occasion unluckily invoked no other aid or assistance. It 
was. published in 1793, and dedicated to the venerable Earl <^ 
Mansfield, an engraving of whose portrait is prefixed. 

It is greatly to be lamented, that Dr. Parr was unable to 
fiilfil his original engagement : for many obvious blunders in 
the Greek quotations in the notes, would have been instantly 
rectified. These soon cau^t his eagle eye, and in an abl« 
review, which appeared in the British Critic, experienced all 
the severity of his animadversion. His pen, like. the spear of 
Abdiel, readily pointed them out; and thus the conjoint 
Idwurs of a Homer and a Combe were scattered in the dust. 
It must be allowed, however, that the work in question d'n- 
f^yed a most magnificent specimen of British typography 
while the Index is allowed by all to be the best, most copious, 
and moat correct extant. 

Dr. Cojnbe instantly replied to the .Crilic, in » patajAiist ; 
which was answered by another : thus a paper war com- 
meaced, and was carried on for some time between two old 
friend^ and school-fellows, to the entire gratification of the 
enemies, and the sincere sorrow of the friends of both parties. 

Afi^f this. Dr. Combe <Hice more ,eiiga^^ himself in me- 
10 :- 
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;4alltc' piusuits*; and the fine collection of numismatic tnd- 
sure at the British Mueeum, furnished ample opportunity to 
.indulge his ruling paraion. He hod lived for some time in 
ShlofHu^mry-square, whence he removed to Veraon-place, 
wh^re he died on March 18, 1817, in the Tl'thyear of his, age. 

• WhcD the celebnwd Mr. Hawird, bid nidnred blmHlf to all the mnld, bjF tin 
ftatwouM nc^oe of buh lib ind fbrtone Tor the bsneiit nf snnkitidj the prapriet; ftT 
ei«ctin{ ■ lUiue to him, during bit lifc-iime, n* ai^goted b]r M>me ipirited iudiridnijt* 
Hr, bowever, ibsolutel]' refuted to ucqit of auch ■ teiiimani of the public cgteem. 
Ob ihl), ■ mcdil wu thought of; ud Dr. John CoMej LettiocD, who hid <li>- 
ikCPiiImA hiiBMlf by hii lail mnd libenlitj, oa ■ aaljeci lAieh preunttd not ■ fa> 
diSicut(ict,i«uiiltedDr.Cambc,uwillbeM<Dby dufoltowii^htin', inrepljr I [fi^ 
'LifeaodCanetpDndcncc af Or. L. toI. i. p. 387.) 

" To Dr. LtmoM. 

, " BlootaabaTy-aqnare, Od. as, 17B7. 

■■ Id itgtrdtothBH(twiTiWM«U, I anbmit tbe faOowinf; to f our ronaUcn- 
tioai — A medal, onleat appiopriatid to aOBepenon, or laconliog mae fut, oricaM 
i£ firu, well defined, iLu it, cletily poioled out, becomea nugatoiy. Mr.Hoiranl 
hiving refaMil to let eithn hit litad ot lume be placed on the medal, hat retuiered it 
atij dffindt todobim honour, oripfoira potteiitf, or ana fineigDenof the jiraent 
age, ibe ocatioD and iniention of atiiklng It. 

" Under circutattancea thua diacouiaglpg, 1 have attempted acmieihlng. Thare 
•eem to be two omtidenbte objectioiu aguniti Greek iaicriptian, bowcni appoaits 
■nd elggiot i one aiiaitig ftom the anullDtu of the numlKr of paople rtio are able ta 
read it, and 10 &r eouoietaciing the deaigo of a medal j the other front the utiati aOL 
katiug Cireek puncbea lor ihelelterai and to bare them made for one medal aalj would 
Im m; (upestiTfl. 

" Aa the medal u Inteadal fat fureigDen aa well ii oar own countrfiBea. I thiuh aa 
. Engliah inierlption ia not auitable. Latin ia ■ language generally undentood dinmgb- 
mu Emope ; more can be compreaicd by it in a teaa apace, and cuitam aeema to bare 
Made it, (if I may be allowed the eipreiaion,) the medallic language. 

" On the siwrie, a view of ■ piiion, which by inma, chiina, Sic. mij be deaHjr 
deEned ; towaid tbit * man walking, in the exergue : 

lEi 

> MX Matt. XXV. 3 

> <• And in the contour: 

' KEC UORBE KEC EQDORA TEKRENT-' 
'** ADoAiy to the dai^en hs ondarwem of infectlout diacnet, and In tmcBtn^ 
nbiB in p^aaii of hit lery bwaioe pLu. 

*■ On the rerene, the Ignn of fiaiTjinHiA, the aame at on • medal of Antaninut 
Piui, btdAnf out ■ civic qowii, oter a itaoding figure ; and undemeatb, 

• BRlTAMNIAi L.U. MISBSORUM CONSOLATORIi 178?>' 

HnetMog I think it wantiog for the ialonnation of poalerily, which miut 
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Dr. Combe wu a well known collector and pordiBaer of 
rare books. Like the late King of >K^rtemburg, he pOMessed 
an immense number of the editions of the Bible, wUdi were 
latdy purchased by the trustees of the British ftf nseum. 

List (^ the Work* itf the late Dr. Charles Combe. 

1. Index Nommonun ixnnium Imperatorum, Angostarom, 
et Cenurum, d Julio Ctesare usque ad Postumum, qui tamoi 
Roml et Cslcniia quam in Gnecia, lEgYpio, et aliis locis ex 
«re magni moduli signabantur. Lcmd. 177S. lito. 

2. Nwnilaorum vetemm Populonub, et Urbium in MniKO 
Onllfllmi Hunter, Deseriptio, 4to. 1782. 

3. Quint. Horatii lilacct opera cum variis lectitHiibus, notis 
■rariortini, et indioe completiMimo. Lend. '1792-3. S -vols. 
4to. 

4. A Statemeot of Facts, rdative to the bdwrioor of X>r. 
Samud Pnr, to ^ late Mr. H. Homer, and Dr. Combt, 
»TO. 179*. V 
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No. XVII. 
Sir ALEXANDER THOMfgCm, Kut. 

LATE CHIEF BABWI OE THE, COURT OF EJCGOEQIIBR. 

tSji. Alexuider TbompsoD was a aaiiss .t^ :Uw t^flrtb of 
England, where he was bom in I745> JifeviBgilMni.dwIJ*^ 
fov the lew, he was seat to the .UiiiYi^tj!,t;dil(liM; fiptfiper 
l^eriodavtwedi^atiopieoftlw lDiu.of.iQ9urt. AfW dne^MtH^ 
and i^licatioD be was called to the bar, and entered into 
practice spoi^ tSx^r, . wl^b cao-^ased cpnEj^vraHy*. oq Account 
of hi» extraordinary apj^cation and ^t«n(icM(k . .^fafea^ qnsli- 
tieB, superadded to his intimate knowledge of the laivt of ^itg- 
lond, recommoided him to the notice of a former Didce of 
Bedford (the grand&ther of the present), and be conducted 
sereral Buits for his Grace, with equal credit and ability. He 
was afterwards, if we are not misinformed, employed for many 
years as auditor of the various estates, both in town and coun- 
try) and did not resign this situation until be was appointed, 
like his successor Mr. Baron Adam, to the bench. 

When Sir James Eyre became Chief Baron of the Ex- 
chequer, on January 26, 1787, Mr. Thompson received the ■ 
bcHiour of knighthood, and was nominated a Baron in bis 
plaoe. In this situation he, remained until 179S, when, on 
the resignation of Sir Archibald M'Donald, he became chief of 
that court in which he had before been a puisn^, or junior 
judge. 

In respect to legal knowledge his reputation was exceedingly 
high ; and for his perspicuity as well as integrity, he has been 
always praised. He sat for many years in the Exdbeqoer, 
and having outlived the Judges Gold, Heath, Booke, Hotham, 
EyFe, Grose, Asbhurst, Lotd Monsgdd, &c. he stood alOne» 
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like one of the sturdy oaks of the forest, and Beemingly defied 
the attacks of time. He accordingly became the senior judge 
of the four courts in Westminster-hell, having sat on one bench 
near thir^ years ! 

At length he retired in consequence of aicreasing years and 
infirmitieB, and died at Bath in April 1817, in the seventy- 
second year of hit age. 

The late Clu^ Baron Thampwo was the' mtimate ^end and 
companion of the great Lord Thurlor, who, as Cfaancellt^, 
had it ai his potver to be erauentiy serriccqble to him darii^ 
thfl early part of hm legd careor. Hk-liite. prdnment cook 
pUce aifter that tMblemui's d^niKi - They wcK ' both geoA 
lawyers, and both iood of the pleasnmof ifae tabU, -bling 
ztever averse to a ^evdbl and eddaratiiig glass of wine, after 
ihe business and fat^ues of the dif had been tennhnted. 
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WILI,IAM SAUNDERS. M.D. F.R.S. and F.S:A. 

Xkis venenble practitioner was bom in IVIS, and might 
doubUesa, have been considered the fetbei' of &e College of Pliy-' 
^icians of LmkIohi dF which he was a fellow during mao^ 
ye6rs- Having reoared a liberal edacation, and obtdned cod- 
«iderable cmioeDce by his town pmcdiM^ he bec&me^' in due 
time FhTBician extraordinarj to His Rc^al Highness the 
Prince of Wales, and also senior Physidan to Guy's Hospital. 
He at length retii^ from Russel-Square, and died at Enfield, 
June 4th, 1817, at theage of 74. 

Dr. William Saunders was a distinguished member of most 
of the medical and scientific Institutions in the metropolis, aad 
contribnted not a little to attract the att^Uon of the public to 
the virtues of the red Peruvian bark. 

List of Ae Works of tile late Dr. WiUiam Samden. 

i. Treatise on Mercury, in Venereal Cases, 9*0, I767> 

2. An Answer to Geach and AIcocIe, oti the Denmslmv 
Cdic, Svo. 1768. 

3. Observationes de Antimonis, Svo. 1773< 

4. Treatise on the Mq)hitic Add, 6vo. 1779. 

5. A Treatise on the Red Peruvian Baric, Svo. 1782. 

6. Dissertation on the Structure, Ecatwmy, and DiieaMs of 
the Over, Svo. 1799. (4 editioifs.) 

7. Oratio Herveil, &c 1797. 

R. On the Chemical History of the medical powers of'somci 
of ihe most celebrated Mineral Waters, 1800. (3 edHi<Mu.) 
9. On the Hepatitis ^ India, 8ve. 1809. 
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Cou»T ALVI^E P. ZENOBld 

Oouirr &NOBIO, born at Venite abont 17S7, was the repi^ 
■fflitative of an ancient and nnble &mily. His late uncle, the 
Cavalier d'Emo, waa for many years in the service of the Re- 
{Mdiltc, and employed frequently with a squadron, to repress 
^e incnrsions of the Barbary powers. But be was not merely 
an Antral, but a kind of Lord Hi^ Admiral; fer ^e 
AneoA, as wdl as navy, vere entirely under his managemebt; 
nay, he not on!y commanded, but actually fitted out the 
gdleys ; and the Doge eouM not wed the Adriatic by means 
of his golden ring, until the Buc^taur had be^i prdtided, and 
fdl tlie ceremony arranged, under the auspices of fhH nbUe* 
tnsa. On his demise he bequeathed the nobU pctlace6f EidK^ 
and a large patmniHiy, to his nephew. '■•'•''. 

Alvise Zenobio, at an early period, came to England, and 
invested a coniidenri]le portion of his wealth, to'the amount 
of at least 60,000/. sterling, in the Engli^ iiinds. It was tlie 
policy oftheiSffi^e/MfioR'Aon,^— a hwrible engine of oppression, 
that prevented the tiite of Venice^ from being r^retted atber 
by natives or foreigners —to lessen the fortunes df great and 
^ident fiuralies, under pretext of conferring the htmour of 
expennvc foreign embassies upon diem. The subject of this 
memotr, sbw and resolved to avoid the snare that was spread 
for him, and dits young and wealthy patrician deemed no mode 
«f ptcWDti^ so efficadouB as a jonmey to England. 

The boasted constitution of Hue free country, even while 
a resident at, and subject of Venice, was always the <Atject of his 
warmest admintion »broad ; and while here, h» endeavoured 
X 3 
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to itlidy its principles, and examine its foundations and supo*- 
stnictuiT. He is indeed, one of the few foragners who e\-er 
occupied themselves about the preservation of British freedom, 
for he became a member of the society ** for promoting con- 
stitutional information," and was formerly present at sll pub- 
lic meetings for the attainment of any popular object. 

As he fi«quentiy visited the Continent, the Count was sub- 
ject to a varie^ of difficulties during the late war with France. 
In 1806, having^ ^repaired to Portugal, be immediatdy be- 
came an oligect of suspicion to the police of a govmnnent 
t^OftUj weak and arbitrary ; hiS- l^rth, his tilks, bit, coit- 
peApons in London and Venice, his wealth, ths ovcum? 
BtsMw of his travelling during troublesome times, • — all tb^se, 
ftid perhaps the half of them were more than, sufficigat to 
•waken xhe Argus ey«e of ^ higotted and timu-ous jdminjst^ 
tJAn.. He was accordingly seised and imprisoned in ^ dmi?; 
geon, which, in due time, (^jened its iron partftl,.tbr the pur^ 
pose of tranferriog the poor Count to the coast of AlVica ! - Af 
"Taof^en, he claimed and obta^ed. the prot«^Qn of the late 
iMr. Magrog the English Ccmsul, t^'whos^ ksodneas he. was 
always accustomed to speak with gratibide- AVhile th^n bfi 
lKM*free man; he was neither watched, nor impri^o^ied, nor 
plundered, and he constantly oEEnned, "that he hod' been far 
laetter treated by the Infidels than the Christims." 

He next repur^ to France but his 1<^ residepee in Eog- 
iandi .bad rendered him suq>ected there^ uid be was imme- 
diately sent out. of that country. Q^ this he travelled into 
G^many, and obtajpedan asylnm at the cowi of dut Duke 
pf Bnuiftwick, whowa^ a general in the sn^ei of Prue^iV 
ftpd fatii«r of the FiincesB of Wslee^ With hisHighnesB he 
jnWided uiAil a sb<Ht time beftHV (^ fatal Iwttle of Jeetu Hay- 
is^ been foim^ly a firequent TiaittH* at 'WimUedon, during this 
p^lpd, he kept up a-dosecorreqwBdaiee.with^ecel^intted 
John Horne Tooke,, and y/as enabled, in consequence ^'th* 
£iiyour shown to him at the cotjTt of Bninawick, to obtain find 
communicate iiiJxUigence of BiBgalar< noveliy jand impertsiOQe. 
. In 1607, be obtained leave fi-cwa-ourgoverqBMit to rttmu 
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fMice more to England ; but his political opinions now teemed 
to be greatly altered ; and the Bequeatration and spoliation of 
bis paternal estates by the orders of Buonaparte, contributed 
not a little, perhaps, to this change. He accordingly wrote 
several violent pamphlets, in which he accused him of tyranny, 
avarice, and injustice, and actually contrived to attack the then 
Emperor of France, in pretty tolerable English. 

From this period, he declined visiting the Ex-M. P. for Old 
Ssriun, of whow, bewcnrer, he always qjcdce with high respect ; 
but he assigned verjr honourable, as well as very powerful 
reasons for his conduct; as he was influenced solely by the 
strange idea, that his attentions to this singular man, might 
not only hurt; him with the English government, but also with 
theaUies. 

Count Zenobio, appeared to b& about siicty years of agtf he 
was gpod natured* inoS^tive in' his mannent, taA almyt 
willing to do a kiadjpess, when in hi« power. He died at bis. 
apanmeots, in Duke Street, Westminster, Deconber ]S17> 



,y Google 



C 312 ) 



Right Hon. Sir JOHN M'MAHON, Bart. 

A MEMBBR OF HIH MAJESTY'S MOST HONOURABLB THE PXtVX COUN- 
CIL ; LATK FRIVATB SECRETAKY, SBCBKTAIiY-SXTftAOIU>lNART| 
AUD REEFER OF THE PRIVY FURSE, TO HIS ROYAL HIOHN'Bas 
THE PRINCE REGENT, &C. &C- &C. 



1 BE fate and fortune of the subject of this memoir has been 
not a little extraordinary ; for without the possession of any 
ahining tfdents, , or extraordteary acciHaplishmeats, eithra* a£ 
laind or body ; and although iinatded by bu^h, alliances, and 
fiunily connexions, he ttt&ined not only a high rank' in the 
state, but died possessed of no inconsiderable share of wealth, 
favour, and honours. 

Sir John M'Mahon was a native of Ireland ; being the 
eldest son of Mr. John M'Mabon *, who was originally bred 
in the &mi]y (rf Robert Clements, Esq. of the county of 
Leitrim, a gentleman of considerable fortune and influ&icc 
in the sister island. His mother resided for many years 
also, in the same house. Ilius coming into the world, while 
perhaps both his parents were in great obscuri^, who could 
have contemplated the future &te of this boy ? Who could 
have dreamed of his iiiture lise? Who would have dared 
to prognosticate that he himself shoiild have lived to confer 
places, and titles, end honours ? That he, for many years, 
should have possessed the oitire confidence of his Prince ; and 
ranked with privy counsellors, nobles, and grandees? But 
in B tree country, birth is a secondary consideration. 

• Mr. M'Mihod, S«nio<r, (ftemidi niiTried Miu M*ij Stackpole, ibc diu^tcr of 
o ctuldren, now butmcti^ while 
■etlor. Tlw <nher died in 1789, 
u Piteotee Compuotler of the pon of liDwrieV. 
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Born about the year 1754', jromig'M^Ma&on received sntli 
iui educatioD as aoemed' befitting for his station in life. At a 
xiper agBt he repaired to DaUin, and lye have been infinrawd 
by one of his cotcnqioniries, that lie obtained, perhaps throu^ 
tiieintont of the.&niily of CSemeoti (who were attenrarSt 
■ entabiBi, and became in sDceession,. Banms,' Viscounty attd 
Earis of Leitrim], iome little post under government We 
are ignorant of the coase, but certain it is, that Mr. M'Mahtm 
emigrated soon after to America^ and applied to a Scotch gen- 
tleman, wha vas then raising a provincial regiment, after- 
wards called the " Peniuylvaoia Rangera," for an ensigncy ia 
that corps. LienteDant-Celonal James Ch^mers (die gentle^ 
man Alluded to) declined his services, bat he, at the same 
time, pointed out " his countryman Lord Bavdon (since £arl 
of Moira and Marquis of Hastings) as a more pn^r person 
to apply to." This officer lived long enough ttt see him a great 
^an, and was afterwards accustomed to tell this story at his 
taiM in phelsea, alw^s adding, " my re&sal and my hint 
made this young fellow's fortune." 

Hsving solicited the nobleman mentioned above, Mr. 
M'MaboQ soon after obtained a sianA of ct^Un^ and in 
the course of a few months became a great fevourite. He Was 
present at all the actions and skirmishes in which Lord Raw- 
don happened to b^ engaged in the Xraos-AUantic continent 
motit of which wert fortunate, and evea sucoessfiiL At one 
period, indeed, they penetrated into the southern states, and. 
high hopes were entertained tb^ stmie great changes might be 
4fiect«d by their gallant achievements. But they did oOt succeed 
in anydegree equ^ to thar wuhes, a&d, perhi^w, to their merits; 
yet it must be allowed, that ^eir (^>eratious were &r less diflaa* 
troustban the two anniee, Under Burgoyne atid CQrDwallid,<botlL 
4}f whom were reduced to the necessi^ of pilii^ their anus. ' 
Mr. M*Mahon returned to England,' and by meaas of i his 
gallant, Idad, and courteous . patron, now become Earl of 
Moira, in due tim^ attained the rank t^ a field <^wr. . H« 
afterwards became a Ueuteqant^o^onel in the an^ya ify-, brt^^'. 
.and if we are not gr^tly iqi^takieo, beii^ theu jnafriedi ^ntif^ 
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pennitted to s^ his canuniariaD, &t tlie sattis tin^ by w«^ of~ 
e^iiecia} ftraiiTr retMbing hu nnkinlheanny. Buttfae^oocl 
Md anriabfe Eari. did notiC<^tiem, for be projected Hsnetbing 
ttw bvttiai-. fitf the officer wbo badbeeuAO ntiBy yeuG tmiier hit 
prot«eiticu. Caioati M^^Mabon (fer'so he.wn noir called) 
aeoned to he fonued hytnbtxe for a conrlMi*. He nade a 
idAet gr»c^l and «lf^uit bow, -which he regulated in due 
pKiportion to the rank, aad iofltwoce of these he addressed. 
His voice was exactly modulated bo a< to. soothe And to jAmae ; 
Eat it exhibited those taider4tma whidi never -divturb die nerrct 
of the gr^ and. powerM. He alw wrote a letter in -die 
p0UtaitBtylepo*s&le,'aDd with oil due obsemnce t^eti^tettet 
ootwn he unacqiuunted with die arts frf^reiideriDg binudf 
oscfiil CD every posEibk occasion. 

' Widi the full possession of these qoabties, be was intro- 
duced to bis Boyal Hig^ess the Prince <^ Wales, at a 
period trboi the royal residsnce-of Carltsn House, was in a 
state of edipse. But he remained long eoou^ in the adj<^n^ 
ing mansion in Fall-Mall, to behind all its former ^^endour 
revived and augmented; and the Kegenc|^ conferred on, and 
cnjofjred in iidl plenitude, by his new protector. One of the 
Sxwt .acts of the Prinoe,- after beitag pldced at the head of 
the executiTe government, was to rewurd bis fidelity, and frcHB 
being prtvata secretary, the Colonel accordingly became 
lE«^>er of the Privy Purse, a Privy-Counsellor, and Secretaiy- 



' As His Royal Hi^ness, in bis capactQ' of Dnke of CorO' 
w^ fa«d hims^ been &>r scsveral' years in opposition, Sir 
JsAm had a delicate ta^ to perform, when he beheld bis 
patron dismiss the wbigs, ^d lake other men to his bosom, 
add bis oOMlUJls. The Earl -of M<dra and he, were of course 
no lottger-of the Bame party; and all tbe Right Honourable 
geereCary's quondam friend*, seoned to have bid an etenial 
adieu te Carltoli House. A fe^e and inefficadons attempt, 
was, hotrev^,'at one period msd^ to nominate the abovc-moa- 
tioned nobkanaa, IV»ni«- : but, as it prcfred difficidt, if not 
HnpoauUc) to airaage ihe stibndiDatfr aharaeters,' this qi- 
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poistmeiU never-'topk. pl4c«. HirJonbUp*' nalfaithitBadin|^ 
this, was o^red ; die VioeEoytbip <!i. IielwDd^ T'tnit I>onl: Main 
refiffiedto^Uf-nf^/hiB iutiTeoDuiitryyjaBl^Jie£oald«lki^ 
the Dlir£.>rH«(it thithw to ihe;Catholica;' AtiJengdi, htf*^ 
paira4.»ftfc<Jw,i an GovBtnoiwGenfcBali .mA « fren): ulsrjv 
and «[h:j|i»[n^9t# 'paUORflgCi add (])arbmc>l*Njt- advanced -111 
the peerage, to a marquisate. How &i) ^fiJohri'M'MsiWft, 
may. h^v^^ntJahM^,^ .tbe:ldtt«i!)ertotti ^te kMw-not^-faut 
it h. roost -Uhelyi a* hje^bM stetenUoi. ii^cund. itf'iiigKMi>- 
tudd) that he did *U in blfl po^er XA xetsvm .theniiiaMOM 
good offices confeifrcd oHMtfixeM^ t^^nle a^pocrirxiBknaAi^' 
and uD&iended youth. F«r tba psteiOB». ftfih. vbam he: 
had league^ in £»7Dpt ^mes,. ht 9^.\fmy» bad •£ £oiiunand^ 
a handsome bow^ &a uadevtating amUfv and an xtaiarMi 
compUinent. . Wo hawe Jcnovm luvi,. »et'Oiriy.<fiscl^R'>aiuf> 
preCeniioDs to influence hiins^.btt jotulariy tai aMorCrtiiikt 
" his Boyal Highness piMae»s«d Ultkr or noiiei"! AstAxx- 
courtier, <^ >till alder idate, carried tbil .iouidi ibxtber;. for 
rerersing the noble E^yii^ of a KiBg df iFrano^ ^ thai be 
fprgpt all thn iiijuTJefl'4<|ae him as Didue afOeleans ;* this bdd' 
statesman (Jiserved oa oOe oceasioni to-jSt^most meritbriaoi,, 
and.much injitrcd.frf^cer: " that GvcKjp li, wn not iKund 
by the procoiafB of the -Prince «f Wales I'' Wc are sure tkaC 
the Monarch idmself mp^ 0ost heartily have disdained ■ ad 
base and so ine^ a santioWDV and we are cansoioBs, that the 
subject of this mnnoir, always oideaTOittBd-to fefleot honour 
pa the Beg^nL ... .■■■■'■ t. 

Ac length, ; after .(^ 'hqw& of nany:'yesa*^ Sir itHa 
M'^MBfaon, began toleel |^s.pressti£e,-crf"'dieease, iPnotof k^. 
i^j^and thedemiwofhk ^Ci. a feir months befiit^ was tbe. 
ferenuuwrofl|ispwnfct& I^hadnisignedljiBs^atwijaiioot 
thepereoQ^oftheifriaq^ sometirae'prndon^tofaisdenlisei bnt' 
he appears still to'liave retained- taoimnoasidendrf^ Ab«re,of 
iofluaice, which he exercised in behalf of several respectabU*- 
braiif^ (rf'-his lanfly. In 1^14^ he prbceved for his 4ialf- 
hrotber^.iiow the -i^« Hboo^uratds Sii'^Wilfiua-M'MiAoi^' 
a baroneh:^, and also provided for him handgomffy, 'by imstlij^ 
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of a negotittiou with the UCe Ili{^ Honourable John P. Cur. 
nn, who wax prevailed upon to resign die Mastenhip of the 
RojUa, in conBequence of obtaining a very large pension, 
AooUter half-brother, who had acquired comider^e rank in 
the army, waa honoured vith the h^h and confidoitiaV 
st«tion of Aide-de-Can^ to lite IMnce of Walee> with a re-- 
vemlon of his own title. 

Having retired to Bath, for tite benegt <^^ tlie air Aid 
waters, Sir John M'Malton died ther^ September I'S, 1817, 
leaving behind him a large fortune, which could never po»- 
sftdy have been obtained from the income of his several places, 
all of which cUd not exceed the sum of 3000^, or 4000/. per 
annum. The swation, however, it ridiculous, Uiat at the- 
time of his demise, he bad, *' a floating balance at his banker's, 
of 70,000^.," for he was too well acquainted with the value 
of money, to lose the interest of so large a som. A little 
b^nre his last illness, he built a beautifhl little villa, in Kent, 
on an estate which he had purchased, within ten or twelve 
miles of town. In his p«son, he was small, and devoid of 
beauty. His fiice too, waa seuned and scarred with the small-' 
pox ; but as his conversation was pleasant, and he possessed 
all the graces, any impression arising from a transient view, 
soon wore oS, and was obliterated. By his will, dated April 26, 
1816; the Bight Honourable Sir William M'Mahon, Master 
of the Rolls in Irdimd, is 1^ hia sole executor, and residuary 
legatee^ with a bequest of.20,000/. The personal proper^, ie 
sworn to be under 90,000/. ten thousand pounds axe given to 
Gtilcsiel (now) Sir Thomas M'Mahon, Bart. ;' to Susan- 
m»abeth Wylde, otherwue Mitford, £000/. ; " to Thomas 
MarraUe, Esq., a dear and esteemed fnend, 2004^ and with- 
my 1^ prayers," adds he, " fot the glory and happiness of 
the best^iearted man in the world, the Prince Regent, I 
bequeath him, the said Hiomas MarraU^ an invaluable 
amrtfiat." 

. *• To Sir Walla- Parquhar,' Barti the preserver of myUfe 
fojT many. years, 990 gtuDeat;" and t» another tnedtcsl at- 
*<wJmU, " SOW.'; ■ 
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It might be doing injustice to the memory of Sir John, were 
We to withhold aa eulogium, evidently penned by the hand of 
friendBhip, and perhaps of gratitude. 

** He wm a gentleman, of most kind and courteous man- 
ners, steady and constant in his frMidahip, zeal, fideli^, and 
affection. With the best qualities of the heart, we may add, 
that he had a Very cultivated understanding, and a sound 
judgment. 

" The clearest head, with the sincerest heart ! 

" He Was among the best letter-writers of his time, and in 
the pwformapce of tiiot duty, always did honour to the sen- 
tin^nts of his Boyal master ; and r»idered even a refitsal of a 
requett, palatabfle to Uie parties." 

Sir John M'Mahon waa in the six^-third or sixty-lburth 
year of his ag^ at ^e time of his decease. 
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BENJAMIK TRAVERS, E^. "\/. 

X HIS gen dem a n , bom id i7St, wk dwitined fov tnde-fttym 
his early yontb. Acc(H'4iq|^y» after attoining ki&k vpre- 
viaiu )uu>wledg« |v. a oouatiBg-rhMiia, lie soon! beoune a 
very distinguished merchant, in theido^df LMidoa;'bM it 
s^iears that the bent and directios of Jriatwkid and purcbiti 
w&e unfitted both to his character and Oottditi^a. - He ^iMr 
seeaed a bold, speculatir^ and ard^it mind; be was fiind of 
books as well as of philosophy ; and he was utterly incapalde 
of following that cold, calculating, and unva^ing career, by 
means of which the sons of commerce almost invariably attain 
wealth and umsequoice. In this predicamoit there is but 
little wonder if he should &il in obtaining the object of his 
wishes ; although eminent for his virtues and his patriotism, as 
well as for his talents and his eloquoice. 

" His reverse of fortune," we are told, " he bore with 
firmness and fortitude, thou^ at the same time touched with 
deep concern for those- who had unh^pily suffered with him. 
His character, indeed, had in it no small portion of sympathetic 
and benevolent foelin^ which rendered him a pattern of con- 
jugal and parental affection ; and which, united with his natu- 
ral ardour and rathusiasm, formed him to be the sincere and 
zealous frioid. Of the justice of this remark there are living 
witnesses, who attribute the origin of their worldly prosperity 
and comfort to his unsolicited add diunterested exertions. 

" Among the subjects which engaged his inquisitive mind, 
reli^on always occupied a primary place, — and on this sub- 
ject he strictly and truly thought for himself; and his reflec- . 
tions led him to entertain the most reverential, and at the same 
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time the most encoura^ng views of the Divine Being, which 
were highly consolatory to him in the time of affliction, and on 
which he reposed with a cheerful and steady confidence both 
for this life and for the next. 

" Few characters have been Mate strongly marked than 
those of this excellent man. Ardour of mind, combined with 
warmth of feeling, indepoideace of Itidugtft which disdained 
to yield to authority, decision in forming resolutions, followed 
hy e^ual promptkade in action, voce bis nosl f>iioiinicnt tiad 
coni^neuons features ; and tbesemust'karo forced tJKnHeWat 
Oft &e observatidti of aH w1h> knew ffim. 
' " But he prisaMed^er qualities whleh^ ee ist^ecMewi^ 
most men,«ouId be remarked <HiIybyki8 iil^nfttes oAd ftioids. 
Among tbe«^ ' one of the moat Ariking M» an ioeetiaMe Ahvt 
jAer knowfedg^ wMch -^ bb6an dnd anxieties of.a bos^ 
commercial life were unable' to'eittingrash, and wkich he in^ 
iSalged,' ftr a fbw yean before fats decease, with an eagerness 
and interest, by no means comttod at'tlie period of- li& w 
which lie had Atti adftiic«d." ■ : r 

Mr. "trjifen £^ At Tuutnidge Well^ in the spr&^of 
l»(7, ^sbtty^ve. 
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i. HIS g^itlentan deverves Hientum m account of hiE lineage* 
He was bom in 1 738, and died at Kensington, near London. 
His mother, Lady Anne Faddey, was dai^ter of CSurlea 
Duke of Cloves and Southampton, a son of Charles II. The 
deceased was, accordingly, the last surviving descendant in 
the third degree inun King Charles, ' by the Lady Barbara 
Vmiers, daughter of ViscountOrandnon, vho was slain fightii^ 
for Eing Charles I., against the Pafliamentary aaaj, in 161S. 

. It ov^t -to;be r^nembered also, that his grandfather was 
broths to the celebrated Gepcge Yillien Duke of Bockingham, 
who was made cupbearer to James I. on aocount of his fine 
person. That sovercdgn, perceivtog his ' educatien had been 
neglected, actually condescended to become hi^ schoolmaster ; 
he then appointed him a gentleman of His Majestj^s bed- 
chamber and Kni^t of the Garter,, a dukedom next awaited 
his ambition ; and he had the dkposal of all places bodi in 
church and state. 

In the next reign, be became also the iavourite of Charles I. 
and thus enjoyed the rare good fortune of oijt^ing .the 
unlimited confidence of two succeeding monarchs. He was 
stabbed by Felton, August 23, 1628, at the time whco he 
was about to embark at Portsmouth, in a second expedition 
against France. 

Mr. Paddey lived is great obscurity, at Kensington in the 
county of Middlesex, where he died in 1817- 
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RioHT Hon. FRANCIS NORTH, Eabl of GUILFORD. 

l^BD HOSTH AMD GUILFORD, HERUtlTABX HIGH STEWARD OF THE 
BOROUGH OF BANBURY, PATENT COMPTROLLER AND SEARCHER OF 
THK CUST0U3, AND LL. D. 

ANIHO £T FIDE. — Mot. 

RooEB NoBTH, who flouriahed during the rrign of Edward 
IV., appeata to be the common ancestor of this ^mily. From 
lunt descended Edward, created a pear by Mary, on Feb.' 1 7i 
1 %S4. But for wealth, and consequence, we are to took to 
^ Francis North, Knight, a very able lawyer, yfiu} became 
first Solidtor, then Attorney-General, next Chief Justice of 
the King's Bench^ and was finally nomipated Keeper dT dn 
Great Seal, daring the mfps of Charles II. and James IL widi 
the title of Lord GuilfiH'd. He was educated at St Jdm's 
Coll^^ Cambridge; nod i^kUe presiding in the Court of 
Chancery, is said to have been rather too &vourable to the 
interests of the crown, for a great, upright, and independent 
judge. H^)pily for bis memory, two events occurred, to 
shelter bis rqwitslitai, and enhance his merits ; for he was sue- 
ceeded on the baicb, by the infamous J^feries, while his life 
was written, and bis conduct displayed in the most iitvourable 
ocdours, by a near rehuion. 

This nobleman, who was the author of a pbilosi^hical Essay 
on Music; is known to have exhibited considerable skill on 
the Bass-Viol, an instrument now become obsolete. Accord- 
ing to tradiUon, he employed a musician to lull him txt sleep ; 
and if we are to believe his enemies, ' he was aecustmned ." to 
ride 4in a Rhinoceros." This accu^aliaa ia seriously t^ioe^ 
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hy tat biographer, the f^monrable Roger Noitb, a ** grou 
calunmy I" Sir I^idley North, brother to the Lord Keqter, 
WW bound f^iprentioe to a Tmk^ mo-chanl^ and is said* 
wbile residing at ConstantJnople, to have acted the part of a 
Cadi or Judge, hanng tried npwardi of fire hundred causes, 
therev in consequence of lus kaowlei^e both of the Turkish 
language and the Mahomedan law. 

FraDcis, Lvrd North, was created Earl of GinMbrd, bf 
George IL oa April 6, 17J2 ; his son, Franda Lord North, 
K. G. acted for many years as Prime Minister, until obl^ed to 
retire, in consequence of the unpt^ulari^ attadied to the war 
with America, of which he was accustomed to dedare to hu 
confidential iriendsr " that be was nddier the author nor ad> 
viser." He> howev^, returned to power in umjnnction with 
Mr^ Fox, and diey with thnr adhcreDts were known by the 
lt{^Uation of " the coalition ndminiWttrtion." He sncceedfid 
to tb6 ftmily honours and estatM on the demise tt his finher: 
fend althoii^ assailed at ooe penod with all the eloqnenca of a 
Biu4(vs0d& Fox, ^ character was vindicated by their subset- 
qntiitt allianoe I and he is rtpresented by hig Iriaid Mr. GOibetit 
" a8.« stateaman of spetiets inti^ritf, and a awsammate master 
Af diebate^ «4io oeiild wi^irith equal deMenbr, the amu of 
teasoi^andofridierift" OuIiIb retom fiwm Swkzorland, diit 
eelebmted fafaftorian- o hBc uuJi , '* dte ho«se m. London, which I 
ftequcntecl with most i^Asw^ andaMduity, was diatofLArd 
North. After the loss of pdwet and of eight, be ««s. still 
happy in himsc^ and hb fristids, And my tribute xf gratitude, 
and esteem) could Ao longer be suapcctsd of nry uterested 
motrre." 

Frmcift Notlti Earl <tf Ow^ford, <i( wliom we are now to 
tref^ was the second eon of this nobtmuui. Ob his deiue his 
lordAip was VUocoeded by tiH eldest ««o, Oeorge Angustais; 
btrt tttelaCta-hsT^diedte l^SOZ^^^Mit leavix^-at^isw^ hy 
Miss Citmtt^ his CouMiM, the family hinaaun and estates, of 
Mittrse dfcnrived on him. 

He tras bom, Dec 35, 17V1> and after leociTisg a publia 
edneation, at a proper age, obtained a oanmitnon w A« 



■dpyGooglc 



RARL OP GUILFORD. 323 

army. He was soon piomotedtoa Majority in the 84th regi- 
meat of fbt^ and in doe. time obtained the rank of a Lieu- 
tenaot-Colfmel by brevet. He was also Captain of Deal Castle, 
a post conSetreA by hU fiither in early life, in Tirtue of his 
office of Lord Ward^ of the Cinque Forts. 

. When, a young man, he was particularly known by the ap- 
pellation- of " honest Frank North," among all his acquaint- 
ances. Unlike his &ther,, however, he was no orator, and we 
b^eve never spoke in the House of Lords. He att^ided 
oecasioncliy, however, and voted in &vour of the Koman 
CatboUc Bill, both in 1807, and in 180B. This nobleman, 
gveady lyldicted himself to theatrical performances; and was 
th« aathor of a dramatic work of some merit: the '* Kentish 
Barons," a play published in ]7dl. He always evinced a 
great esteem for, and attachment to Mr. Kemble^ uid when 
his Rt^al Highness the Prince of Wales, paid him a vi«t at 
Wroxton Abbey, in Oxfordshire; the Earl gol up the celo' 
bnded tragedy of Richard III., in which the actor just named, 
perBoiii6ed the chtiraoter of th^ mmardi, with his usual skill 
and success. 

On July 19, 1610, his lordship married Maria, «xth 
daughter of the hte llionias Byooti^ of Budge-Hall, in thd 
ooimty of Sblop, Esq., by whtHb he had -no issue. - ' > 

He repaired sdmetinle since to the Coatinent, with his 
Countess, and died at IHsa, in January 1817. The Earl 
was succeeded in both titles and estates, by his sole surriving 
-brother, Frederick, now Earl <tf Guilford. The following 
character has been transmitted by a fiiend : 

" His lordship was the second son of Frederick Earl of 
Guilford, and inherited trom his father, the invariable bene- 
volence that formed the foundation of all his character ; a 
boievolence, not confined to the more ostensible exertions of 
generosity and charity, but extenditag itself through alt the 
unpretending kindnesses of sodal life. It was never over- 
looked in the exultation of wit and spirits ; and it will be well 
remembered by his acquaintaiiGe, that he never could hear 
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any pCT»on indbcreetly and tiartily gwidemiwJ, widiont imme- 
diately employing hinuelf to search for some poedble exctue. 

" His brilliant wit» and his most exhilarating cheerfiilnen, 
are known to all who ever beard his name; but those who had 
occasion to apply to him at more seriooB moments, had equal 
reason to admire the solidity and acuteness of his judgment. 
His principles on every subject were honourable and libersl, 
and bis manners were the immediate reflection of his manly, 
candid, and ^£fecticmate mind. At every p^iod of hi* 1^ be 
preserved the greiUest revermce for the lOtributes of the Chris- 
tian religion, and the firmest belief in its doctrines ,* and he 
^9f ired while invoking the blesong of the Almigbty upon 
those around bim, still anxious, even at that awful moment, 
to impart to the oljects of his warmest loy^ a share in the 
bappitiess that was opoiing to bis enJOTment." 

Another friend observed as followfl, of the late E^ during' 
his life: 

. '" lie possessed the hereditary talents and love of literatore 
of his Gunily; and what is better, that hereditary goodHiatnrt^ 
baievolenc^ freedom from guil^ openness and Uberahty, whidi 
havcv for ages given a peculiar tinctiue to his ancestors. Ilie 
house of NOTth, frank, unassuoiing, and kind, hav«^ for cen- 
turies, set a pattern of what in jUnth they are^ true rwbilify. 
Their «we is wdl calculated to put the ins(deiic« <^ upstart to 
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The Most Noble LOUISA CATHARINE, 
DowAOER Marchioness of SLIGO. 

Xjadt Louisa Catharine Howe, aecond snrviying daughter ' 
and cobrir vS the gallant and celebrated Admiral Bichard 
Eari Howe, by Mary, dau^ter of Chivcrtbn Hartopp 
of Wdlby in tbe coun^ of Notts, Esq., wia bom Decem- 
ber9, 1767. On the 21st of May, 1787, her ladyship was 
married to ihe most noble John Denis Browne, first Marquis 
of Sligo, Eari of Altamont^ Viscount Westport, a governor c^ 
the county of May<^ and Knight of the most illustrious orda: of 
St Patrick. By this nobleman, the marchioness had issue, 
Howe Peter Earl of Altamont, now second Marquis of Sligo, 
who was born May 18, 1788. 

Sometime after the demise of her late consort, and about 
five years sinc^ a most unexpected and romantic marriage 
took place between Sir William Scott, the elder brother of the' 
Lord Chancellor, and chief jadge of the Court of Admiralty, 
and this titled dowager. During the latter part of ike last 
sommer. Sir \^lUam resolved on taking a journey to Switzer- 
land ; and he accordingly set out on his route thither. In 
October, the Marchioness repaired to Holland, with a view c^ 
greeting him on his return, and also of accompanying him to 
En^and. But it was not their bte to meet any more : for her 
ladyship was suddenly taken ill at Amsterdam, and died there 
in Novonber 1817, after being confined for only a few days. 
Luckily on this, as on former occasion^ she was attended by 
her nieces Miss Curzon, who administered all posnl^ c«uo< 
1 this trying o 
y 8 
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Her ladyship, who is said to have pwsessed a fine, taste for 
literature, and to have been an accomplished woman, was a 
younger sister of the Barraiess Howe, and in the remainder of 
the Barony. 

Previously to her demise, the Marchioness bod made many 
very valuable purchases for ^e splendid mansion of her son in 
Ireland, which have just reached the place of their destination. 
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The Right Hoh. PATRICK Earl of ROSCOMMON, 

BARON OF KILKEHinr-WEST, ScC. &C. &C. 



J-KB DiUeiw l*« been long settled in Ireltmd and -were, # 
one period coHsiderada very wsrlike £atn%, wd at sBothw, 
distingnighed for talmtts of a very different kind. * . Ueni^ Uwi* 
«aceator, acoompaiued King Jolvi into the (istw talmd; Wtd 
4ne of his .daacradaats was created a bwQD in 16t9j and p^ 
taioed an fiarldom in 1622. .«-> 

Wentworth Dillon, Earl of Rosconnnoii,, bapn in Ixdai^ 
in 1638, and educated «t his uncle's the Earl of Stafibrdi in 
Yorlcsbire, was aftervards E«at to Caen, in !No]widy,-where 
he had the celebrated Bochart for bis tutor. He bocftme 
Master of the Horse to. the Duchess of York, And haviug ad- 
dicted himself to the Muses, b^an to he considered one of the 
best po^ of his day. .. 

Robert, ninth Earl of Rosconunon* rose to be a Marsbalof 
France; in the service of which countiy he possessed a^rn^pru^ 
tary rc^jtment, that bore his own naioe. 

Patrick DUlon, the eleventh Earl of Roaconunoo, was bean 
Marsh 15, 1769. He succeeded his &ther, John, the foianer 
Earl, and on July 10, 1797, married Barbara, youo^^st 
daughter of Ignatius B^^ of Belrea, in tha coonly of jio^ 
«ojnmon. As his sole surviving issue is Maria, bom in 179^, 
tea titles most probably may become a subject (^ diqivte. 
They are now claimed by his counn, Michod James Dillo^ 
Esq, a minOT, son of Captain Michael Dillon, late of tfip 
county of Dublin Militia, who was kUled at the battle of Ro«^ 
dating ^ Rebellion* 

-jLord Rosconunon died at hi^ seat called Barbara-viUi^ jn 
the ponnlyiof Roscoflamon, Jan. I, 1817. 

Y * 
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SAMUEL RUDGE, Ess. 

M. R. Radge the ^bdt son of the Rev. Baijamin Rudge, Reo- 

kor of Thomhaogh, m the county of NcHthampton, was t»m 
in 1 727. His nncle John was M; P. for the borough of Eve«- 
ham, ibr many years ; and he himself was originally bred to 
the pi-ofeBsion of the law, having chambers in the Middle 
Temple, which he quitted so eariy as the year 1763. He 
afterwards resided at Elstre^ in the county of Herts, where he 
^ed during thirty-aght years, with his elder brother. 
' In consequence of his possessions in that county, he served 
tite office of High Shoiff of Northampton, in 1792, and after- 
wards removed to Watlington, in Oxfordshire. 

Having been a great sufferer from calculous complaints, he 
was accustomed, during 40 years of his life to recur constantly 
to a decoction, for the formation of which the following recipe, 
by himself, conveys the most minute and particular direc- 
tiwis: 

*' Boil 36 raw cofl^ berries for one hour in a quart of 
soft spring or river water: then bruise the berries, and boil 
them again another hour in the same water ; add thereto a 
quarter of a tea-spoonfiil of the dulcified spirit of nitre, and 
"take daily a half-pint cup of it at any hour that is convenient : 
dts efficacy will be experienced efler taking it for two months." 
-■ By means'ofthis potent specific he was released from a quan- 
tity of gravel, according to his own calculation, equal, to a 
haL^pint measure, during the period he had recoursie to 
its fud. 

Mr. Radge employed his knowledge of the law, not for the 
'tonoyance or destruction, but the benefit of his n«ghbours. 
He was a very charitable ifian, and had addicted himsell^ 
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during more than half a centuiy, to the itody of botany. 
He oommenced his labours in natural history, about the year 
1750, with Ray and Toume&rt, and continued them uninter- 
ruptedly until unable lo read. 

He at length expired in the 90th year of his age; having 
died at his house at Watlington, in Febmary I6I7f after a 
diort illness of ten days. 
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ARTHUR CHARLES MURPHY, Esq. 

X BIS gentieman was a native of Ireland, but at an early 
period of life seems to have adopted England for hie residence- 
Having come hither, like many of his countrymen, with the 
intention of studying the law as a profession, he entered him- 
self as a student in the registry of the Honourable Socie^ of 
the Middle Temple ; but although be kept the r^ular number 
of terms, yet he never deemed it an object worthy of the ex- 
pense to be called to the bar. 

Having at length married, and beholding before him the 
prospect of a large and encreasing &mily, Mr. Murphy tie- 
came a candidate for ministerial favour ; and at last obtained 
an appointment as Provost-Marshal of Senegambia, on the 
coast of Alnca. This h^peued at a period when the late 
Governor Wall, so justly executed aAerwards, for an atro- 
cious act of cruelty, combined with tyranny, presided over 
that remote and unhealthy setflem^it. 

On the restoration of Senegambia to the French, his place 
was of course abolished, and the subject of this short biogra- 
phical sketch applied for indemnification: but as he had 
chosen to act by deputy, his claims were not at all attended to. 
At length, however, he was appointed to the place of receiver 
of certain taxes, in the north of England; and the great 
fetigue incidoit to this office, which was not accompanied with 
adequate compensation, is sud to have shortened his life, having 
died in Lambeth-road, May 4, 1817. His daughter, whowas 
educated by the queen, and aAerwards kept a respectable semi- 
nary at Doncaster, still survives ; two of his sons were in the 
navy and marines ; while a third, now a major in the army, 
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served with great credit daring the late peninsular campaignB, 
under the Duke of Wellington. 

Their &ther, the late Mr. Murphy, from his earliest years, 
seems to have cultivated the muses. He acted, indeed, as a 
kind of Poet-X^ureat to her Majesty, and although his annual 
Birth-day Ode, neitlier produced for him a salary, or even a 
butt of sack ; yet he a{qiearB to have obtained from the Court, 
s provision for most d" his children. 
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Mb. JOSEPH. GEORGE HOLMAN. 

I HIS dramatic writer, and comedian, was bom in Ix>ndon> 
in 1 764, and is said to have been descended from Sir John 
Holman, of Warkeworth Caatle, near Banbury, Bart., whose 
title is long since extinct. His father appears to have served 
originally in the army, but towards the latter end of his life, 
he undertook the more profitable duties of some parochial 
ofGce, which enabled him to maintain his &mily, and perhaps, 
leave something for the education of his son. 

This parent having died while the boy was stiU a child, his 
affectionate mother placed him ilnder the tuition of the late 
I>r. Barrow, then master of an academy of some celebrity in 
Soho Square. The annual theatrical exhibitions of thift 
gentleman, during tV Christmas holidays, for the purpose of 
aiding bis pupils in dedamaticm, gave a tone, object, and 
colour to his future destiny in life. 

Young Holman, towards the concluuon of the year 177S] 
happened to be selected for the character of Hamlet, and 
was gready applauded, rather as some of his contemporaries 
assert, for tiie force of his utterance, than any great dex- 
terity in the histrionic art. 

His friends destined him for the church, and he was 
stored at Queen's Coll^ Oxford ; but he was induced, how- 
ever, in 1 784, to embrace the stage as a profession, and be 
accordingly first appeared at Covent Garden Theatre aa 
Romeo, in which character, according to the critics, he 
" ranted," rather than performed. Improvemrat, however, 
in this as in all other cases, followed- practice, and Holman 
began to atUun a certain degree of fiuoilJari^ at least, as 
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vdl as ease, and self'posaeBsion, wliich a novice can never 
aipire to. He was far a time a succetsfiil, aldiough never a 
firat-rste perfbnoer in En^and. 

Having soon quitted the London stage, to conseqnmce of 
his merits being under-rated, and bis salary tber^re inad^ 
quate to his claims; he repaired first to Dublin, and after- 
irards to Edinbmgh, in the latter of which cities, he acquired 
great popularity. After a short interval, Mr. Hohnan re< 
turned to Covent Garden ; then appeared on the boards of 
the Hay-Market; afterwards rqiaired on(» more to Ireland, 
and purchased a share in the theatre of that capital, which 
was disposed of to great loas, in conseqnence of the un- 
pnmiising aspect of ibe Umes. In 1798, he married the 
youngest daughter of the H<mourable and Reverend Fr«d^ck 
Hunilton, with whOm be otrtained some fortune ; but tbn - 
lady died in 1810. Meanwhile this discijde of Rosdus, had 
determined to remove to the Trans-Atlantic continent Titis 
speculation at first proved productive both of &me and money ; 
for he performed there, with an unusual degree of applause. 
Finding this a lucky adventure, he returned to Jjjo^on, in 
1812, for the express purpose of engaging performers for his 
new Theatre at Charles-tovrn, in South Cart^ina, a gay, but 
unhealthy provincial c^itaL During his short stay in Ei^land, 
he appeared once more at the summer theatre of the Hay- 
Market, in the character of Jaffier, which he played to his 
own daughter's Belvldera; for be hod actually brought up 
Miss Holtnan to the stage ! 

On bis return, this gentleman e^erioiced the fate of most, 
if not all managerB ; for fae was thwarted behind the actnes ; 
parties were made agunst him, among the inhabitants; s 
general disobedience msued, and an appeal was made to the 
public, in opposition to his withori^, which like every other 
ruler, he of course deemed sacred, and inviolable. To add to 
the miseries t^ a revolutionary theatrical atmoqiher^ be ac- 
tually caught an endemic autumnal contagion, with which the 
scene of bis short-lived dramatic monarchy is annually visited I 
Stricken vrith the unrelenting hand of death, he oideavoured 
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to avoid his &te by flig^ to the hflshhier region of tbe state 
of New York; but hc^ and nearly all lua Theyian oMupaqyj 
consisting of Mr. Saunders, Miss Moore, &c &c. &\k « prey 
to this unrdenting disorder. He ia said to have married Miss 
Latimer, a vocal performer, but two days before lusdeath;and 
sbe qipears in a short time to have ejqtcrieiMed a ^nilar &te} 
Mr. Holman died at Bockstray, a. small sea^port and baA- 
ingplaMin hatfg Idand, on iheS4th of August, 161 7i indie 
99d year of his age. As an actor, he neva' occupied tbe 
first place in England, as he afterwards did in Anaerira ; but Ua 
Lord Townly, was. deemed a good performaoce, Mid, indeed* 
it enabled him to beccaoe the rival of KcsnUc^ who played all 
his master-pieces against this one cotKpicnons diaractO', during 
- a vih.6le season, and that too, as has been said, vith eqaiveeid 
sifccesal He was esteemed both as « private goitlemm and 
a si^lor ; and also patticiilariy respected ^m account of his 
urbqnity.and gentle juaniiav. 

Li^ ^ike Dramatic WorJct of the late Mr.Holman. 
1. 'I1ieOoiiiicOperBrf"AbroadandatHome,"8vo.I796. 

3. The Red Cross Knigfats, a Flay, Svo. 1799. 
a. Votaxy of Wealth, a Comedy, 8vq. 1799. 

4. What a Hunder I a Cnnic Opera, 1800. 

5. Love gives tbe Alarm, a Comedy, 1804. 

6. The Gazette Extraordinary, a Gomic Opera, Svo. 1814.- 
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No. XXIX. 
M«. JAMES GRANT RAYMOND, 

LATE HAIfAOBR OF DRURY-LANE THEATRE. 

The oligect of this short memoir rose from a liumble station 
pardy by his theatrical talents, and partly by a certain Icnow- 
led^ of the world, which, in due time, developed to his 
searching eye, all the springs and movements that actuate the 
human heart, 

James Grant was born on the 29th March, 1769, in that 
small and comparatively fertile valley, which is watered by an 
impetuous river, or rather torrent, the stream of which, in point 
of swiftness, fully answers the account of the Khon^ in the 
bold and animated description of his wars in Graul, left us by 
Julius CiGBar. Hence it has been termed " Strath-Spey," or the 
Glen of tke Spa/. This has been time immemorial the resi- 
dence of an ancient and powerful clan ; the brother of the 
chief of which resides at this present moment at Castle-Grant, 
so denominated from his own name aud that of his followers. ' 

All the Grants derive their origin from Ludovrick Grant, 
a celebrated Celtic warrior, whose descendants, after being 
4»'eated baronets, have, in the person of the present head of 
the &mily, become E^ls of Seaford. Being consequently 
related to each otiier, James, like the rest, doubtless, traced 
his ori^ to this invader, who by means of his cka/-more, 
or broad sword, «ther acquired or d^nded his ample po&. 
sessions. His fother was a hardy veteran, who foi^ht and fell' 
in America. , 

At a proper age, young Grant was removed to the school of 
Inverkeithing, a parish in the shire of Ban£^ on the banks of 
Oie river Dwwon ; and as his parents were not rich, and bis 
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pToqiccts but limited, be resided for bmoc time along with a 
blind gentleman, who pouessed an estate in that nrajj^bomv 
hood, and was cousin to the Earl <^ Fi&. He is said* how- 
ever, to have spent a session at King's Colh^ Old Aberdeen, 
with a view of quali^ing him for the church, at the earnest 
entreaty of his widowed mother ; but he seems to have soon 
abandoned the {nirsuitof -ecdesiastical stipends and employ- 
ments ; for in Scotland, the office of clergyman, although 
re^iectable, is not seductive. There the " ministers of tfae 
go^l," neither hunt,, nor shoot, nor fish ; they preach, how- 
ever, twice a week,, pray daily, and r^ularly instruct thdr 
flodc in all Christian duties. 

From this pmod, Mr. Grant appears to have led a ram^ 
bling life during many years. Having repaired to England 
about the age of nineteen or twenty, after a short residence 
her^ . he afterwards visited Ireland, but in what capacity is 
not well known. It appears to have been there, however, that 
he imbibed a taste for the stage, in consequence of hearing the 
late Edmond Tighe, Esq., a distinguished scholar and man 
of fortune in the uster island, recite the tragedy of Oroonoko. 
This gentleman, the friend and schoolfellow of David GarricI^ 
is swd to have possessed much of his manner, genius^ and 
animation. He declaimed, ther^re, with equal spirit and 
eSect, From this moment, Mr. Grant, who is said to have 
berai some time at sea as a midshipman, resolved finally to 
make the stage his profession. He accordingly ofifered him- 
setf as a candidate for fiune and employment to the managtT <^ 
the Dublin theatre, and having exhibited such a ipecimoi of 
bis talents as ^ipeared to countenance his pretensions, he 
made hia appearance as the "sable Indian Prince," a cha- 
racter which bad first inspired him with a taste, or rather a' 
|NUS&>K,fortbehi8trionicart. The r^resentation was such as on 
one hand to excite applause, and on the other, to ^ve all manner 
of oicauragemait for him to pursue his career : his youth and 
ardour, on this occasion, contributed not a little to win the 
hearts of an Irish audience. Eith^ at this time, or soon after, 
he assumed the cognomen of R^^Btond, (a very romantic name) 
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eithw to conceal his own, or to confer, a new interest on his 
novel speculation. Under the mansgement of Mr, Daly, be 
acted'the parts of Jaffier and Castiabo, with ccHuiderable 



Keturning to London, where rumour, if not fame, had pre* , 
ceded. hUn, he there wn^t and obtained a permanent dra- 
matic engagement. Hisprbgrese henceforth was both aus- 
pidoiu-and fortunate. Havii^ married Misa Carinichael, a 
lady of Dublin, by whom he had two sone and four daughters; 
he now pero^ved the absolnte necessity of labour, punctuality, 
and lUtentioB. In these puliculan he was not wanting. Mr. 
Grant had personified several of the most eminent and conspi^ 
ciious characters of the EngU^ dnuna in Dublin ; and he now 
exhibited tb^ni with more chasteness and many improvements 
b^>re a London audicoce. It is not unknown to his bmily and 
friends, that a popular sheriff of London was so inuc4i channed 
widi bis first ni^t's perfarmance * in the EaigUafa capital, that 
he presented him with a handsome suin of mohey at the con- 
clusion of the third iact. 

Anterior to this period, however, he had trod the boards^ 
two provincial theatres,- Lancaster and Manchester, and it was 
at the fiwmer place wheie he was engaged by Mr. .Ombb, then 
chief agent &r Old Drury. He happened accidentally to ifee 
him' ih-Mie of his fovourite diancters, and emptoyedthe good 
'offices of Mundrai to bring about a n^ociation. Accordingly, 
after :niaking his ddint inOmond,' he -undertook a series of 
characters, auch as Fenmddock, Rolla, ' &c., which were wi^l 
suited'to his coif of parts or mode of acting. > • 

' On the. conflagration' of Drury-Laoe llieatre, Mr, Ray- 
mond might have &iriy exclaimed, 'f Othello's occupation^ 
gone !" but tbismelancholy and distresslul circumstanceproved 
oti the wht^ foirtunate. jAt first, indeed, his ruin and that of 
bis &mily seemed inevitaUe, and heactQEdly toolc a hoioe in Pall 
Mall, rfor the .ezpress'purpose of opening a bookseller's aiiapi 
Mrs. .Coutts^ then Miss Mdon,' by way.of encouragement, 

. , ..* ;AiO<mund,iii'! iheO^Ue Spccin,"' U1.1799'' 
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orderei^ noeived, and paid for a nai^r hapAww BHAt, by eof 
ticil»doii. 

But aDodier &te awaited bim, and he was tioir cdled i^tw 
to display a new talent ; one, indeed, very difficult in every 
point, of view. 

We have already noticed the amutiilatian «€ x wpha^ 
but ill^ted dramatic edifice in the space cf "«■£ dread 
Bif^b" " lliis event," says a feimd, " leeDed te doom a 
dceerviag dass c£ men and their dependants t» xuki ; bat it 
ought not to be forgotten that the entx^a of the taaat, at that 
BKHuent, ccM^erating with the ^Mnenoe of the actor, in the 
peraon of James Givit Raymond, were principaBy aMtnunenlal 
in keeping tc^ether a resectable omy (rf* p er fo g me rs, andpre^ 
■errii^ the very naiDe lA die Dniry^I^aae Company. Tbe 
activity, zeal, and persevniaDce — the undaunted courage -— 
the quidi pero^Xian — the inventive gemns — the ecoDMuiod 
policy — the conducing mannen, wad the£nn reaolve, weie 
then all need&l; and it is no exa^;eration to si^, that die 
mind of Mr. Raymond supplied them all. I^ as wc brieve, 
Ae dauntless perseverance and coaunaoding inflnesee of a. 
Whitbread aktne could haire raised the present'spleadid edifice 
from die ashes of the ibmie«, so are we onmnced that noae 
h«t 8 RayiDtHid could, daring the penod of its eDeedon, hsrvc 
preserved die jpi'nV ef Old Dnrf in the hnmble idwrnacle of 
the Lycaum. 

" Thu ternoe alone is a jn^uder ejataph than can be writ- 
tim (Ml the tomb of most men. Bnt there is wiotber paint 
in the character of Mr. Kayc^nd, distinct fiwrn any ^yality 
of the actor or the manager, and whioh it would be unjiRt to 
neglect or omit As a man of letters, he did not oertaw^ 
rank in the first class ; hot, thtf he was a respectahie audiotV 
and an eiccellait cndc, his Life of the ludbrtimate I^mody 
is a striking proof; ^riubt tbe tale itself of that indiscpeet and 
eningcfaildof getnnsis a testmuMiytotlieganeiroeity md the 
beRcvoloioe of the heart of Raymcmd, which suT|iaeHS Jin vaal 
glory all tbe other rays of his character. Besides this, Mr. 
Raymond editedtwoTohtmte of his poems. He has aleo left two 
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tng<dieB; o^ on {^ sHt^ect !o£ Ae uofonwiBtf X^itaisXVL 
aii4 tine i^er cftUed th<e " Indian Ctip^ve.'^ The l&tter waa 
per^nned iq Irdand, but neither have ^et besn jsl^^ad. 
We learn, howerer, with much Bfttis&ction, that it is the ia<- 
tention of his &inily to sanction and assist the publication of 
an authentic Biography of Ihjs much r(Snpected and valuable 
nun, and that these dramas will form part of the work. 

*' At llie coanaencemeat e^ the season, Mr, Raymond had 
jiHt entared for Uie s»cood time vpon the arduous and idvi- 
diouB duties of manager of Drury-Lane Theatre; he was also 
a member of the sub-committee of mara^emeM ; and the most 
cheering pro^iect of success was just opening to the concern, 
wh^ the band of DeaUi suddenly snatched away the man, of 
whom the performers and the pn^irietors may truly say, 
* Take him for- all in oil, we shall not ]oak upon his like again I' 
" Mr. Ri^mond, in 1792, married Frances the daughter of 
Mr. Carmichael, of Dublin, who survives him, together with 
two sons and four daughters." 

He died after a very short illness, for he was seized with 
i^plexy, early in the morning, at his house in Chester Street, 
Grosvenor Place, Hyde-Park Comer, and was a corpse at 
five in the afternoon. Mr. Grant was in the 51st year of his 
age. His agitation of mind is said to have contributed not a 
little to th^ melaacholy event He had before acted, indeed, 
as a stage-manager in Dublin, under Mr. Daly; but his 
labours now were on a grander scale, and with a lar more 
^gantic establishment. A numerous body of actors and 
actresses were not only to 1^ kq>t in good humour, but all 
those deUcate shades of colouring incident to the Green-Room, 
were to be adjusted with the utmost scrupulosity. In addition 
to this the board of Managers was to be courted tuid attended 
to with the most punctilious observance. It has he&i said, 
indeed, that Mr. Raymond hod actually penned a letter of 
twdve or fourte^ pages to Peter Moor% E^-* the chairman, 
which, not a little, hurt both his nerves and his feelings, and 
is reported to have brought on the distemper that at length 
proved fotah If this be correct, it is the second death within 
z 2 
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a very ahort period, occasioned by the management of Drury- 
Lane Theatre! Sotm after his demise, • a play was performed 
for the benefit of his respectable widow and children, which-we 
trust, has proved advantageous. 

List of the Works of the late Mr. Raymond. 

- 1. Tbe Lifet^.Thomas.Domody^ 2vo1s.8to. 1805. 

- 2. 3Tie Harp of Erin, or Poetical Works of ITiomas Der- 
mody, 2 vols. 8vo. 1 807* 

a. Two unpubliabed Tragedies. 
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No. XXX. 
Sir JOHN PALMER, Baht. 

iHE-Palmeni of Carlton, in NorthBinptonBhiie, bout of 
an ancient lineage, having been Eeat«d at Stooi-^AOton, 
in the coimty of Lacester, so early as 1408. The ba- 
ronetcy was obtuned in 1660; and Sir GeoSery, the first 
who possessed that title, had a seat in parliament, and 
must have been a man of some consequence, as he was 
selected one of the managers for conducting the prosecu- 
tion of the famous Earl of Strafford. Having changed 
sides, aind being bred to the bar, he was advanced to the 
rank of Attorney-General by Charles II., soon after the 
Restoration, 

Sir Lewis, his eldest surviving son, seems to have both lived 
and died in great privacy ; but his grandson. Sir Geo^ry, sat 
as Knight of the Shire for the county of Leicester in four 
snccessive parliaments. 

Sir John Pdlmer, the fifth and last Baronet, was the only 
surviving son of Sir Thomas, by Jemima daughter of Sir John 
Harpur, Bart, a grand-daughter of Thomas Lord Crew. He 
was born in 1735, succeeded his &tber, Sir Thtnnas, in 
1765; and three years after, married Charlotte 'daughter of 
Sir Harry Gou^, a Warwickshire baronet, and grand- 
daughter of Thomas Lord Crew, by whom he had eight 
children, six sons and two daughters. , He died at his seat in 
Northamptonshire in 1817, at the age of eighty-two, after 
having represented the coun^ of Leicester in Parliament 
during fifteen years, from 176,'i to 1760, at which period he 
retired to his patrimonial estate. He was a gentleman t^ pure 
and virtuous principles, steadily and zealously attached to the 
z 3 
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EstablidimeDt in Cbarcli and State and emmently dUtin- 
guislied for a high sense of duty, in every relation of life. 
He was a good father, an a&ctionate husband, a kind master, 
and a firm &iend. The ndghbourhood will experience the 
■evere loss of a liberal benefactor, and the community at 
targe, that t^ a valuable exBXapie. 
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No. XXXI. 

The Right Hon. 
JAMES-EDWABD Lobd ARUNDEL or WARDOUR 

(May 4, 1605), 

AND COUNT or THB HOLY ROMAN EMPIKB (1595). 
•_• DEO DATA." Mot. 

X HIS is an ancient family which has flonrished during many 
years, in the west of Eo^and. It is most likely that it derives 
its ori^ from Nonnandy ; for at the general survey, -sooA 
after the conqoest, Roger de Anmdel was found to be pos- 
sessed of 28 lordships m the comiQr of Somerset alone, (^Oth 
of William I.) as appears from the text of Domesday Book. 

His descendants proved warriors of some renown. One of 
thes^ Sir John Arundel, was a valiant commander during, 
the French wars, in the reign of Henry VI. and his grand- 
son, of the same name, was dubbed a knight, on account of 
the courage displayed by hi/n in the batdes of Terouen and 
Tonrnay. Of his s<Hts, ^r John, the eldest, was ancestor of 
the Arundels of Lanhenle, in the county of Cornwall; while 
a second. Sir Thomas, obt^ned a grant of Wardour Castle, 
in Wiltshire, from the crown; but the latter was beheaded in 
1552, nnder pretence of conspiring against the life rf John 
Dndley Duke of Northumberland. His son, Sir Matthew^ 
however, was knighted in 1574, and his grandson Sir Thomas, 
was created Lord Arandel, Baron of Wardour, by James I. 

This nobleman, like his progenitors, addicted himself to 

warlike pursuits, and was romantic enough to take np oroiB 

gainst the Turks, then denominated Infidels, who wished to 

ovo-mn all tiie Christian powers 6f Europe. He accordii^Iy 
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served under the Austrian banners in Hungary,- and in ctmse- 
quence of his gallantry wa« created a Count of " the Sacred 
Roman Empire," by the Emperor Rodolphus II. the patent 
of which title is dated at Prague, Dec 4, 1595, and the rank 
and honours are extended to him and his descendants for ever. 

Thomas, the second Lord, married the gallant* Blanche, 
sixth daughter of Edward elev^th Earl of Worcester, 
and seems to have led a quiet life, notwithstanding he ap- 
pears to' have been a Roman Catholic ; but his son and suc- 
cessor Henry, was committed a close prisoner to the Tower of 
London, together with several other noblemen of the same 
persuasion, on the infamous testimony of the profligate Titns 
Oates. He was afterwards however admitted to bail, and 
liberated when the arts and peijuries of that miscreant had 
been fully detected. 

Henry, the seventh Lord, in 1739, married Mary, daugUter 
and heir of Richard Arundel Scaling, of Laoheme, in the 
county of Cornwall, "Esq., by which match he re-united the 
,two chief branches of this &mily, after a separation of 200 
years, and thus brought a considerable addition to the fi>r- 
tune of the younger, which happened to be the ennobled 
branch. 

Henry, the late Lord, travelled for many years on the Con- 
tinent, and resided successively at the courts of Versailles, 
Vienna, and Berlin ; at the two former of which be was wdl 
received on account of his professing that very religion which 
disqualified him from any honourable or lucrative post in his 
own country. As his ancient seat of Wardou'r Casde was 
ruined in the time of the civj] wars, when Ms ancestors had 
taken part with Charles I. he erected a noble mansion in its 
vicinhy, a circumstance which contributed not a little, to em- 
barrass his fortune. 

On the demise of this nobleman, who had no male issue, 
Dec. 4) J 808, he was succeeded by his first cousin. 

' • Thii lieroine, wiih t garrisnn of 0D<f 300 men, dtCcDiled Arandfl CuOt i^^diI 
■ (mliuntnui; Mmj' coniuiing of 1300 [toopt, dunilg (ir diji, at tha.endof vhich 
ptricdihe obwiDntu hooouiaUe x^tuluioa. TUi UO^td female died in 1G49. 
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James Everard Arundel, the 9tli Lord, was bom March 4, 
1763; and on February 3, 1785, married his second cou- 
sin, Mary Christiana, eldest daughter of Henry the preceding 
Baron, by whom he had seven children. TTiia lady having 
died in 1805, he afterwards selected for his wife, Mary, dau^- 
ter c^ Kobert Burnet Jones, Esq. by whom he had two 
dau^ters. 

Being, hke all his immediate pr(^;enitors, of the Roman 
Catfaohc persuasion, be of course hesitated to subscribe the 
oaths prescribed to such as are allowed to take their seats in 
the House of Lords, and was thus excluded frnm many of the 
benefits of peerage. The same reason that prohibited him 
ii*om his seat in Parliament, also precluded him from any 
honourable employment in the service of his country; but the 
rigour of our andent statutes have been greatly softened unce 
that period, in respect to those who serve dther in the army 
or the Seet. 

His lordship was accordingly obliged to lead a life of sedu- 
sion, but being a man of amiable manners, be was greatly be- 
loved. He died at Bath, July 14, 181?, in his 57th year, 
and was succeeded in the family honours and estates by his 
eldest son Everard, the trath Lord. 
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SqUERRT TO UU ROYAL UfOHNBBa THE PBIKCB SXOSNT. 

i BE. Mdlidie) of YorleiAiire, partly by trade, and partly by 
adrontHgCous contracts with, and aituatkms under government, 
bartf ottaaitd comidenble fortunes. The gentlenuD who is 
the lUlgsot of tlii* brief memoir, chose to d^wl bom the 
fimu atid beaten track pursued by hjs fore&thers; but bow 
&r this deviation proved advantageous to him, either on the 
score of Iiealtb or fH-^nrty, is no longer equivocal. Indeed, 
hia lifts ff written by ui able biognq^r, minutely acquainted 
with the Tarioud particulars of it^ would not only form a most 
bitertntbtg ^kode, but at the same lime prove w useful 
Vade Mecum for every gay young man, either oa the Totm or 
Tvrf, on his entering into life. 

Lieutenuit^ Colonel Mellish was bom in 1777. Hia lather, 
■ Mellish*, Esq. of Blythe near, Doncaster, in the county 

of York, was a man who possessed considerable landed estates 
in that shire. At an early age his son was sent to a public 
school, where be soon exhibited a very ardent temperament, 
utterly inausceptible, indeed, of contronl, but not of instruc- 

* The bibcr of the lubjeet of tliii biognphiul lUHice nt for lome time in pulu- 
DWBt for the borough of EutBctfijrd. He nipported Lord Nonli's tdminiMntian ; 
kod lAerwirdt obtayinl iht lucnlive offict of Reteiver-Geiienl of the Eiciie. Hia 
hilf-brothti, Mr.Charlei'MrUiah, •»■ iliM ia hi> cuii^e ■ few j«n >iii« bj ■ 
bighnjmtn. 

Wi1li*m Mell'uh, Eiq., Vnlght oi the ibiie for the councj' of Middlewi, ii hbcIc 
10 the l«e Lieuteiuni-Colonel Melliih. Another nwinbet of ihii hmilj, longeD- 
jajed t. TOOB. nleuive » well u lacniiire contnct for ibe •upplj' of the victuaOin^ 
diparlmtHl doling i luge iionion of the lite conteat irith Kiuce. 

Hii town-booM In Albenule-nreet i> now conierted into the " Bojil InMkuiim.'' 
10 
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tioB^ fat be attaised an euiy pix^aencjr in the classie% b1<- 
ihoogh lit the same time hia masters found it extremdy 
difficuhj if not wholly impossil^ to regiiUte hie conduct by 
the ndeE ^escribed for other bo^'S of the same age. It ie but 
little wonder diet the army should ^hibit powerfid attractions 
for Buch a character ■ and he, of conne, aspired to a 09in> 
la&nd in the caTfdrjr. 

Mr: MeDiah accordingly became A Cornet in the 1 Ith R«- 
gimatt of liight Dr^oons, but this coips does not ^pear 
to have b^en either su£Sciait)y gay or expensive for one of his 
turn d mind. He acctu-dingly exdianged into the 1 0th 
Htusafs, uttder the immedkte comitiand (rf* His Royal High- 
ness th£ Prince of Wales, before he waa of age, and soob 
entered into a btiUiant, but short and dangerous cuetf, 
whkfaj in im^i^ess- cfT time, would hate consumed the best 
fortune and strongest conatitution in die kingdam> 

Oti attuning the terto of twenty-one, which is not always the 
exact period of discretion^ it was soon perceived that he was 
eminently de&ieut in point of experience, ftnd be according)^ 
became the prey of men older and &r more cutuiing than 
himiseJt 

Captain Mellish (for he had now attained a troop) was ao- 
' tUated by that ambiti<m which frequently inspires noUe 
sentimaits, uid leads some men to the most glorious deeds of 
patriotism and of valour: but in him, it was ambidoii misdi- 
rected ; or rather it was a love of notoriety, which led him to 
three difierent pursuits; and althou^ each had a difi^^it 
^artitig-post, yet all terminated at the same goal ! 
\ Our gay young <^cer of cavalry first appeared on the tut^ 
with no 8tiialld(^;ree both ofsplaidour and reputation. To qua- 
lify himself for this expensive and dangerous sport, be entirtd^ 
dadicated that time and those talents which, if conUerMSd to 
better objects, might have made hint an ^txUent legielatoiv 
an able stateBraan^ atld a benefiu:tor to bis cou&U^k (^nce 
the epoch when the Dbke of Queenstm>ry speared at Ne*- 
mu-ket, no one lad attalhed a greater precision la ^e noU* 
arts of feeding, dtfryiHgt Ideddto^ purgia^ and UV^iug 
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horses. He actually studied the osteology, of his bvqnrite 
animal ; he made himself accurately, and it may be temied 
professiona.11^, . acquainted with the powers, good quaMes, 
strength, and capabilities of the race-horse; he attained an 
exact knowledge of weights and distances ; he knew the names, 
characters, habits, and peculiarities of all the noted riding and 
training grooms ; and, in short, to a Banbury's eye, seemed to 
iiave superadded a Foley's head. But did this wayward 
epeciee of knowledge lead either to true tame, or honowrable 
reputation? Did it enable him to retain, — or what, perhaps, 
would have been a merit of a v&y equivocal . kind, -:- to oi- 
crease bis patrimonial fortune!' The cool calculating head of 
the' late Mr. Ogden, and the gains of all who betted against 
him, will best answer this question. Although he kitew the 
oddSf as wdl ae if he bad been a disciple of Demoivre, yrt they 
'Contrived so to het^e themselves, and ditch him, (without re- 
curring to the remotest idea of any foul play whatsoever,) that 
he was soon forced to retire with a &llen crest, an irritable set 
of nerves, and a diminished fortune ! What can be expected 
from the man that stakes bis all, or tiearh/ Ms all, on the fiiith, 
honesty, and chaste conduct of a beggarly boy, who, after 
being bred in the stables at Doncaster or Newmarket, among 
jodceys of the worst and lowest description, are placed in the 
scale for the purpose of adjusting-^ not their consciences, btit 
thor weights? 

However, Mr. Mellish did not ccmfine himsdf to one spe- 
des t£ celebrity. While the turf was in an uproar st bis spe- 
culations and achievements, Hyde- Park occasfonally witnessed 
his skill and g^itility as a rider. Here again he ezcelledr 
On the toad, or in the field, he could ui^ either a. hack or a 
hunter to greater ocertions and higher feats, than any of his 
coiUonporaries. What are a few " dirty acres" in compahaoD 
to such an achievonent ? 

As a whip,.too, it was his amlHtion.to be without a superior; 
and he might baye beoi ^riy elected the. leader of the Ba- 
rouche Club, in opposition to. all the great and sii>g»i)Ar pre* 
tensions of I.ord Onslow and ^r John Ladd. Captain Md- 
lish at length attained such wonderful skill in this fashionable 
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myBtery, that he could drive four in hand ritther, better than* 
the coachman of the York mail ; while he contrived to man^^ 
his rms-witii greater gicility than a Bond-street buck can 
regulate his Dennett. But not contented with this, . he di»-; 
played his superior . excellence by the selection of ^y, ddttiah^ 
jtbiog, and unruly horses, in the management of which our hero 
E^ipeared unequ^led. 

At the same time, Captain Mellish was not insensible to 
another species of glory! He became the patron, th«i pro- 
tector, and, what was &r better, the treasurer c^.the most 
noted pugilists! In thiscapadtyheiiotuniTeqaaitly initiated 
the .provincial novice in all tbe.secrets of die art; while he, at 
the same time, encouraged the veteran who bad sometimes 
bullied . and bled, and been mauled, and not antrequently 
fou^it shy, and. proved recreant, as. exactly suited tbein- 
t^ests of himself and his. emplc^ers. It was thus that he 
rescued. die honour of the English name irom disgrace, and 
taught foreign nations to make a due' estimate of the vi^^iice 
of the magistrates, our obedience to the laws, our respect for 
sobriety, and our love of order ! 

But these various pursuits, however expensive in themselves, 
would have proved insufficient, perhaps, to have wasted the 
gains fmd the savings of his c^nlent ancestors, had not tlte' 
dice-box been called in to quicken the operadon. .After tUs, 
the auctioneer and his hammer are matters of course and they 
were accordingly- resorted to at last. 

His friends, who had been always anxious to reclaim Mr. 
Mellish, now again kindly interposed, and, for the iirst time, 
with some degree of e&ct. He accordingly, at their instiga- 
tion, relinquished the pleasures of the gaming table, and all 
the fescioationa of Tattersall's, and the pugilistic ring, for ex-- 
ploits of a very different kind. The gallant General Sir 
Rowland Ferguson having been pleased to appoint him one of 
his Aides-de-campy he repaired in his suite to Spun and Por- 
4^iga], and readily exposed himself to con0icts which, however 
dangerous diey might appear, were assuredly far less hazard- 
ous than those he had formerly exposed himself to in St. 
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hmea'e Street and Pall-Matl. Hiii fert of fab conduct U 
h^^y luidable aiid deserves our most beartf connnendMion. 

At length towards the conckiaion of the Peninsular war, he 
Nturoed to his native coontry, siud cither thm or soon after 
obtained the rank of Lientmrnit'Ccrfanel by braxt in t^ 
»xtKj, and nearly at Uw saiae tim^ if vc are aai nustn^li, 
he was ^pointed Equerry to the Prince of Waks, a post for 
wludi, M he excelled in hora^nanship, he most be allowed to 
have been admiraUy qualified. 

He BOW ^termiued to settle ia li& ; and aooenSa^lya a& a 
fast atep, rcftwed to bis &mi at Hodsack Friory, Go which be 
had been enaMed to rdaan both with sa&ty and honour, in 
consequence of the judinous arrai^nuKts of seiveral of has 
frieads, : for these gendemea, by the judicious monsgemeat «f . 
his pn^>erty during Ins absence, had contrived to save Bcvae- 
thing out of the wreck. Colonel- Melliah also determined, 
about this ^hk^ oq another st^, suggested by their prudence 
atid his own indinatioos ; tins was to marry. He acoordio^^ 
paid his reelects, and goaBy led to the i^tar, s^Ke of the 
daughters of the Dowager Mardibmeu of Lanadown, by her 
^Et buri»nd Duke Gifibrd, of Caatle-Jordsn, in the coiii^ty 
tS Mea^ Esq., whose fixtun^ in ad^tion to the renmont ei 
his own pHtri^Mwy, now enabled him to live in comfort, and 
ev^ in a^ueace, hodheboeuso in<;lkied: ^ he (riaU loi^^ 
to indtdge in hie ixmat «leili^ts ; W his iptimofi for t^ tuff 
appears to have been inextiag^nid^d)!^ and he cherished ttw 

Veteris Vestigia FlammtE 
until the last moment of his existence !' 

This unb^pily was not far distant, tor hia constitutioin bad 
sunk under the long-continued toils and turmoib of bo|th body 
and miod. Accordingly a dropsy now thr^tened his exist-- 
ence, and he actually died of this (^sorder^ produced 1:^ .(hf 
ravages of ^-£inaZi^e <M age, in the autumn of 1817? IJjs 
remains were inteixed wUh those of his ancestois, at the vi|,- 
1^ of Blythe^ the place of his fbnner residence; and oH lu» 
iw>rsei> dog^ aacl fstth wece aooa after solit 
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Thos died, entirely worn out and exhausted, in the fortieth 
year <^ his age, a period when some men only b^n to live in a 
rational point of view, Lieutenant-Colonel Mellish. In bis 
person he was handsome, in his manners agreeable, in his 
ruling passion insatiable. When we contemplate the mode in 
which the greater part c^ his life wa$ spent, we wonder, while 
we admit, that to a bad taste for horses, hounds, jocke^sbip, 
and boxing, he united many ctnnpaiuooaUe, and some ex- 
traordinary qualities. His inexhaustible flow of animal spirits 
made him sought after by atl the young and the gay. His 
conversation was full of facts and anecdotes ; he could at tim^ 
be grave, and even serious and didactic Nor w«s be whsl^ 
inGeneible to the graces ^ways attieDdaQt on the fine ails, ¥f» 
had cnltiv^ed, and understood music; t^t hand, accuetomed 
to the vulgar labours of the coachman, could ocoasicHu^ widd 
the pencil, and aflbrd both deli^ and amusemeiit : fiir he 
coald draw with skill, and paint with a consid^able degree of 
effect, in oil. 

It is ti-idy lamentable, that such cpalhies and accompli^ 
ments, should have been perverted by a long seiies of errors, 
dissipation, and iuUies, which, as they led both to fats min, and 
his death, will, it is to be hoped, serve as eo many beacons to 
warn the gay, unthinking, and unwary. It)na7be«eo),ifldeedj 
from the Above details, that yout^ beauty, aad hereditery 
wealdi, are all of little or no avail, without «arly prndeitce 
and decorum, coupled with a religious attachment to virtue, 
good conduct, tuid good morals. 
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No. XXXIII. 
CHRISTOPHER POTTER, Esq. 

EX-H.1>. FOR pOLCHKSTSB. 

1 HE early part of the life of Mr. Potter, appeais to be lost 
iu obscurity. We first hear of him, in the admimstradon 
of Loi'd North, during the American war, when he became a 
contractor for gOTernment. At that eventful period, without 
being a baker by trade, he contrived to acquire a considerate 
fortune, by mamtfacittring bread for the army ; and it will be 
seen in the course of his future pursuits, that by means of the 
oven, he afterwards contrived to acquh^ and maintaiii, no small 
share of reputation. 

Had the subject of this brief m^noir, confined himself to 
bis contract, he would doubtless have realised the most san- 
guine expectations of an ardent, and ambitious mind. But as 
'Colchester had been for some time the scene of his glory ; so it 
also was fated to become the scene of his defeat. Not content 
with supplying batches of bread, he now aspired to the less 
profitable trade, of polhng batches a/* electors, a business, in 
which, notwithstanding his accurate knowledge of old 
" Cocker," he appears to have been a mere novice ! 

On the death of Isaac Martin Rebow, !Esq., in 1781, the 
colleague of the late Sir Robert Smyth, Bart., the Speaker 
issued his warrant for a new writ to the Clerk of the Crown, 
on the 1 3th of November. On this occasion two candidates 
started for pubhc favour; the one was Captain, afterwards 
Admiral Affleck ; who we believe was countenanced by the 
ministerial interest, and Mr. Christopher Potter, ex-contrac- 
tor, and now become a staunch patriot, who appeared on 
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the popular «ide. The immense expebsea usually incurred, 
in bringing down the out-voten, and : influencing the resident 
electors was not diminished cm the present occasion ; and ac- 
cordingly a very, long and vigorous contest ensued. At the 
&id of this protracted conflict, Mr. Potter appeared to have 
the majori^ oo the. poll; but a Committee of the House of 
Commons decided it otherwise; for at length it was resolved, 
March 4, I7S2, " That Edmund ABeck, Esq., was duly 
<dectedv andjought to have been returned I" The trium|^nt 
^candidate was created a baronet a few weeks after.* ' 
I . The £^-Memba- for C<dchester, now disappeared from be- 
Spre the. public eye, for a long series of years ; and althou^ 
his particular JHenda and' connexions were well aware that he 
^ had. emigrated !tD and settled in France, whither he had trans- 
ferred the residne of hit capital, yet it was only from the pages 
. of the Moniteur, and. a vote c^ the National Assembly f , that 
strangers learned of his having opened his owns with no small 
degree of effect, on the other side of the channel. 

The French have doubtless carried the art of manufactur- 
ing porcel^ne to a high, and perhaps an unrivalled decree of 
perfection, particularly in the article of g^ding. To have 
gone thither therefore for the purpose of entering Into comp^ 
titian with rival dealers, must have appeared to most men a 
very dangerous aiid unprofitable speculation. Certain it i% 
faowev^ that the chma produced under his inspection and 
superintendence, exhibited an extraordinary portion of beauty, 
taste, and elegance. To attfun this, he applied hjmself with 
DO common d^ree of attention and perseverance to chemical 
researches, for the puipose of improving the colours, while 
he had acquired a surprising skill in the mechanical part of his 
art. At Iraigth, by an union of both, not only particular 
ornaments, but long sets and servicest as well as rare, unique, and 
expensive articles, on issuing from his furnaces seemed instantly 
to acquire a certain degree of celebrity and renown that put , 

* Miy 98, 1769. He au >n«iwuili pnnnotcii ■ Rnr-Admint of the Blur, un 
FAruuj 10, i7e«. 

■f " Qtitcn Potter hu drMrrrd well of fail cmintij." 
VOU II. A A 
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superiority to d^ance. The warehomes of Sere, hftve iifdeed 
flourished 'by means of r^al protecdoa bttfore and imperial 
patrooage after the period here alluded to; but during tJie 
short-lived and disastrous epoch t^ die French commonwealth, 
this elegant art was left to individual competition alone; and 
it was an E^glidmian who proved the most successful candi- 
date £:» iame. 

There is every reason to eni^oee that Mr. Potter, pre- 
viously to his death, which occurred in 1817, had relinquidied 
this, in order to engage in some other pursuit : for he was 
.both speculative and eccentric, and widi these qualities, which 
are suffidently common, he united a gift that but rardy ac- 
companies them; for be could calculate by memory alone 
with a pron^tude that astonished the beholder, and at the 
same time with a d^p«e of precision, that could only be 
equalled by the slow and painfiil (^rations of the counting- 
house! 



■ r,on7<-i.i Google 



( 355 ) 



Sib JOSEPH MAWBEY, Babt. 

X HE Mawbeys claim their descent from the village of 
Mawtby, in the coun^ of Norfolk ; but they owe their wealth 
and title to the manu&ctories of this great and opulent island, 
Mr. Joseph Mawbey, was for many years engaged in a large 
and profitable distillery at Vauxhall ; and by the conversion of 
malt into British spirits and vinegar, realised a consideraUe 
.fortune; which was encreased by a marriage in 1760, witb 
his cousin, Miss Pratt, who finally succeeded to the jdint for- 
tunes of both her fiither and brother. As a multitude of b(^ 
were fattened at his, like all other distilleries near town; this 
afforded ample scope for jests and puns, when he became a 
member of parliament. 

Both in I76I, and 1768, this gentlem^ served as a burgess 
for Southwu-k; in 1765, he was created a Baronet. On &ie 
deatli of Sir Francis Vincent he was elected kiugbt of Ibe ehjre 
for the county of Surrey, as well as in 1780 and 1784 ; and 
on all these occasions his conduct was exeo^lary and oorretA 
He was also distinguished as a. c^airmaB of the gtuurter 



Tbe late Sir Joseph, was one of the nine chUdrao by 
the heiress just alluded to, who died in 1790. He Was bofp 
ehaat the year 1763, and succeeded his father in 1768. Two 
years anterior to this (Aug. 9, 1796), he married Miss Char- 
lotte Catherine Mary Hentdunsn, daughter of Tbonias Hench- 
man, Esq., of Littlettm, in the county of Middlesex, by whom 
he had issue two daughters; so that the baronetcy is extinct, 
fol want of a male heir. 
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This gentleman reudedat Bottley's, near St Anne's-hOl, in 
Surrey, and once presented himself as a candidate for that 
county. 

The remains of Sir Joseph were in^rred at Chertsey : the 
attempt to render his obsequies simple and without pcnnp was 
frustrated by the numerous ^>plicationB from persons desirous 
of showing their last testimony of regard. The poor in him 
have lost a friend, as be performed his duties as a magistrate 
with unbiassed rectitude, and by living on his estate conduced 
to the benefit of all around him. 



No. XXXV, 
Thb Rev. WaLIAM BELOE, B.D. F.S.A. 



Afn. Beloe, was bom in 1756-7, ai^ died in 1817, at his 
house in Kensington Square. He was a man of very extensive 
erudition ; he possessed great loyal^ and zeal ; and at one 
period, was laborious in the extreme. He first distingui^ed 
liinuelf by hb translation of Herodotus ; and acquired a certain 
d^ee of literary eminence, in consequence of his various 
publications. 

We have been promised a biogr^hical memoir of this 
gentleman, and hfl|te to be able to insert it, if not in the ap- 
pendix to the present, at le«st in our next volume. 
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Tm Right Hok. the COUNTESS op ALBEMARLE. 

X HIS much lamented lady was the foortli daughter of Uie late 
Edward Lord Southwell, Baron de ClifSsrd, WestmoreUnd,' 
and Vesci, by Sophia, third dau^ter of Samuel Campbell, of 
Mount Campbell, in the county of Leitrim, Esq. The Hod. Eli- 
.zabeth Southwell was bom June 11th, 1776, and educated in 
a manner suitable to her rank and pretensions, under the 
immediate care of an accomplished and most exemplary mo- 
ther, who, indeed, afterwards acquired so high and exalted a 
character in England, as to have a Princess, at (mce the hope 
and ornament of the nation, committed to her charge. 

At a very early age, (on April the 9th, 1792,] this young 
- lady became the wife of the Right Hon. '\^^liam-Charle6 
Keppel,, seventh Earl of Albemarle, by whom she had no 
fewer than fifteen children. Of these, eleven, including Lord 
Bury, her eldest son, still survive to deplore the loss of a 
fond and a£^ionate parent 1 

In consequence of the Dowager Lady de Clifford's o£Gcial con- 
nection with, and, still more, her friendship and uninterrupted 
attachment to the late Princess Charlotte of Wales, her daugh- 
ter, the Cdiintess of Albemarle, had frequent opportunities of 
visiting at Warwick-House. This intercourse soon produced 
a reciprocal regard ; and Her Royal Highness, among many 
marks of her affection, a few years since presented Her 
Ladyship with a bust of Mr. Foxj cut by the chisel of 
Nollekens, which is preserved, with religious veneration, at 
Elvedon in Suffolk. It was accompanied with a letter, re- 
plete with affection, regard, and esteem. Indeed, the demise 
of this estimable Countess, is supposed to have arisen purely 
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from sympathy, at the sudden, mournful, and unexpected 
fete of the amiable PrincesB, just alluded to. The account 
this event was disclosed to her, with every possible prepar- 
ation, that delicacy could suggest, or tenderness anUcipate, 
more especially as Her Ladyship was then in the family •mca^. 
Happening to be at that period at Holkham-Hall, in Norfolk, 
the seat of Mr. Coke, with whom the Earl of Albemarle her 
husband has always lived in terms of the most unrestricted 
intimacy, preparations were made for their return to Suffolk, 
elUlough the accouchemerU was not expected until the Ic^se of 
a few weeks: but on the 13th of November, exactly seven 
days after the demise of her illustrious fidend; and but three 
or four after the communication of the feta! intelligence, Her 
Ladyship was seized wi^ the pains of premature labour ! 
On this, recurrence was instantly had to the best medical ad- 
vice that could be procured; but in seventeen hours after 
experiencing the first throes, this estimable woman was a 
corpse. 

The latter portion of this time was truly affi°cting: for, 
being fuHy conscious of her fete, the Countess called for tbti 
Earl to approach her bed, and pressing his hand in her own, 
6b long«s.hfe afforded the least muscular energy, with her 
latest breath she invoked all the blessings of heavm on the 
tiead of her dear husband and children, and then immediately 
expired! 

Thus died like a heroine, in the 42d year of her age, Eli- 
zabeth Countess of Albemarle, who, as a daughter, a wif^ a 
mother, and a fi-iend, is ftilly entitled to uiunixed praise. It 
is to be hoped, that so bright an exemplar of all that is good, 
amiable, and estimable, .will not pass away vrithout prodadng a 
due effect on the age and country in vdiich she lived sad 
died. 
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No. XXXVII. 
Mr. THOMAS CORAM, 

THS PRIHT COLLBCTOR. 

X o the [dulantbropy <rf' a former Tliomas Coram, bcHii in 
the early part o( the eighteenth century (1718), we are m- 
debted for the establishment of the Foundling Hospital, witfaiu 
the precincts of which he was buried ; and a new street in its 
vicinity, which now bear* his noma, and was built upon hii 
estate, attests the well-merited graiitude of the present ^e. 

The gentleman of whom we now treat, was both hisname- 
sake and near relation; but bis mind took a very different 
directjon, for he became a lover of VeriH, and consequently 
a collector of every thing in his own peculiar line, so far as \m 
scanty means extended. He not only admired, but possessed 
a good taste for the choicest productions of the graphic art. 
As he was a bachelor, and exceedingly temperate, iruga], and 
abstemious, while all his habits, at the same time, were simple 
and unexpensive, he contrived to indulge in his favourite pas- 
sion. Accordingly, with an exception of the late Mr. Chaun- 
cey, who actually hired chambers for his portfolios, when his 
})ouse could no longer contain them, Mr. Coram was allowed 
to possess a very rare, valuable, and almost unrivalled collec- 
tion in his apartments, in Oxendon-street ; but a. conflagration 
in that quarter, during the course of one night, robbed him 
of the acquisitions of many years, and nearly reduced their 
late owner to deepair. He afterwards removed, first to Lyon's 
Inn, and finally to Fountiun-court, in the Strand, where he 
died in the autumn of 1817, at a good old age. 

Although greatly fascinated with, and addicted to this 
branch of the line arts^ Mr. Coram never wielded the graver 

AA 4 
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himself, or employed his pencil, except in respect to 000 
species of drawingi that of caricature portnuts of remarkable 
looking meoj whether poets, orators, or common beggars; 
and these he was allowed to have executed with surpiising 
ease, facility, and effect. His humour also, like his crayon. 
was of a sarcastic kind ; but untempered and unblemiiihed 
with rather jealousy or envy. He took care, however, not- 
wi^standilig his expensive indulgence in prints, to reserve a. 
sufBciency of wealth for himself; not choosing, hke his more 
celebrated relative^ to be dependent during his old age, on the 
bounty of others. However, being like him unincumbered 
withafamily, he determined in the samemannerto indulge hi» 
own taste in the disposition of bis fortune ; and that we beUeve 
to a gaitleman (Mr. James Caulfield) who possesses a kindred 
taste, and had always' ^hibited great kindness and . attention 
to him, particularly in his last &tal illness. 

He was buried near his father, at Batterse^ in the [county 
of Surry, and was attended to . bis grave by the above gentle-- ■ 
man, accompanied by three other particular fricsde, viz.' 
Messrs. Walker, Greaves, and Dyer. 
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Sir WILLIAM WOLSELEY, Baet. 

OiR William was the head of an old Staffin-dehire femUy; 
and we have been told by a member of it, that the name was 
ori^ally written Woffslm/, a fact fully justified and confirmed 
by the arms exhibited by himself on this occasion. 

We easily trace their descent to a Baron of tlie Exchequer in 
the reign of Edward IV.; but the pedigree goes back to Robert 
a lord of a manor of the same name, in 1281. 

The honour of the Baronetcy was conferred on bis de- 
scendant, Robert, November 28, 1682, who, perh^M, was a 
lawyer, for he exercised the office of " Clerk of the King's 
Patents." Sir Charles, his son and successor, represented the 
county of Stafford during the reign of Charles L, and having 
married a daughter of the Vbeount Say, was, doubtless, on the 
side of the parliament during the civil wars. His son, Wil- 
liam, was created a Lord by Oliver Cromwell, and made 
Minister Plenipotentiary to the Court of Brussels, by Wil- 
li^n IIL, with whom he appears to have been in great fitvour. 
Sir William, the third Baronet, was unfortunately drowned 
on his return from licbfield in his chariot and four, A. D. 
1728, while passing a little brook, in consequence of a sudden 
breach in a neighbouring mill-dam. 

Sir William Wolseley, the sixth and late Baronet, was 
bom August 24, 1 740, ^nd succeeded his lather Sir William, 
in 1779. On July 2d, 1795; he married Miss Chambers, of 
Wimbledon, in the county of Surrey, who died in 1611. By 
this lady he had two children, the youngest of whom, the 
Reverend Robert Wolseley, ceased to exist in I S 1 5. 
3 
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The death of this Baronet was both sadden and singular. 
On August 5th, 1B17| being thai in perfect health, and resid- 
ing at his seat called Wolsel^-hall in the county of Stafford, 
he happened to take a walk in his extensive shrubberies- In 
the course of his usual exercise, however, he fell down and 
actually expired before he could be carried intp his apartments. 
His only surviving son, now Sir Charles Wolseley, Bart, 
who married the daughter of the Honourable Thooias Cliffiird, 
happened to be resideqt, at this period, at LytHis in the south 
of France. 

Tlie late Sir William Wolseley attained a very considerable 
ag^, for had he lived but three weeks longer, he voold have 
completed his seventy-seventh year. 
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The Rev. WILLIAM HANBURY, B.A. 

RECTOR OF CHDRCH-tANOTOK, IV THE CODMTT OF LRICXSTKX. 

J. Hts clergyman, was the son of the late Rev. William Han- 
buiy, M. A., a worthy and orthodox divine, of the Church of 
£ngland, who is ^ititled to no common share of praise, in a 
variety of ways. He not <mly distinguished himself by a 
superior method of planting and rearing forest-trees, both 
deciduous, and ever-greens, but also excited the gratitude 
of his country, by a. celebrated work, on this very Interesting 
as well as important subJecL Nor was he less eminent for 
his taste, in respect to flowers and esculent plants. I9 
addition to this, he employed a consit^erable portion <^ his 
fortune in establishing a fund, called after him, " the Han- 
bnry Charity," to " instruct the ignorant, assist the curious, 
adorn the parish *, and benefit Leicestershire, and the neigh- 
bouring county of Rutland." 

According to Mr. Oough, the celebrated antiquary, the 
late Mr. Hanbury seems to have brought to the utmost 
degree of maturity, and stability human a&irs are citable o^ 
this singular undertaking, of raising &om a plantation (tf all the 
various trees, plants, &c the world produces, a yearly fiind 
of near 10,000^" for the purpose above specified, f 

* ChuTch-i^ngton in thn ataatf <^ Lelceatar, 

t The R«v. Wlliwu Huibnrj, 'Sen. died Feb. as, 17TB, in hii sad jai, sod in 
compllinee with hii own will, hii renuiu wen depoeited in ■ muudenm, lined witli 
jtikm Kueco, anil bull) b; liimielf. The coffin >• coirered with black ftlret, end mta- 
■Rented wilb uItct ftunilun, which ii aem xo be Miflend lo Umiih j here elm ii ■ 
but oriiiEiiRlf ; ■ cell ii to be bnih for ■ poor »oa»n, irha a to open the door r^a- 
ItHj ercTjr dijF, fa wbieti ihe i> U ncejira aa. ltd a week. 
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William, the son of this worthy, and public spirited eccle- 
siastic, bong intended for the church, was sent to the Uni- 
versity at a proper age, where he attained the d^ree of 
Bachelor of Arts. Having afterwards become Deacon, and 
Priest IB succession, in 179S, we find him succeeding to 
his fether's living having inducted himself into the rectory of 
Church-Langton, on his own presentation, being both patron 
and impropriator of the same. In additicHi to his parochial 
duties, he exerted himself also, as a magistral^ in his diviaon 
of the county ; and died, whilst still young, in the month of 
Mardi, 1817. 
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No. XL. 

THOMAS SHERIDAN, Esfi. 

1 HIS g^tleman was the only Bon of the late Ri^t HoD. 
Richard Bririsley Sheridan, by his_ first wife, the accomplished 
Eliza Linley, who died in 1792. Mr. Thomas Sheridan was 
educated under the immediate inflection, for he resided in the 
family, of the celebrated Dr. Parr, and it is not a little re- 
mai^hable, that this sole Eurviving member of the Grecian 
triumvirate* should have been the instructor of his &ther nearly 
half a century before, while under-master at Harrow-school. 
Young Sheridan next repaired to Cambridge, where he was 
entered-a gentlemaa-commoner. Notwithstanding these initi- 
atory studies, and the example of the elder Mr. Sheridan, who 
had distinguished himself both 1^ his writings and his eloquence^ 
young Sheridan's destination proved to be the army, by bis 
own particular choice. He accordingly obtained a commis- 
sion, and Lord Moira, a iriend of the family, happening to be 
then Commander-in-chief m Scotland, appointed him one of 
his Aides-de-camp. In this capaei^ he accordingly resided in 
the splendid m^isionf of his patron : and as he was unluckily 
accustomed to keep bad hours, the. noble Earl determined to 
expose the impropriety of such conduct in the gentlest, but 
most effectual way possible. Accordingly one evening he 
sent all the servants to bed, and sat up himself until four, or 
five in the morning, when this, who happened to be the junior 
officer on his stal^ returned in kigh spirits from a balL He 
was not permitted to knock long, for his illustrious commander 
obeyed the first stunmons with the utmost promptitude, and 

• Mi. PoraoD, Dr. Burner, ind Dr. Purr. 

f Tbe bouic of the Earl of Wemvss, at Eiliiibuigh. 
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going dotm with a couple of <»tidles, ceremoniously lighted 
the astonished subaltern to his bed-chamber \ 

It was from the northern part of the island that Mr. Thomas 
Sheridan selected a. wife ; a handsome, fine young lady, of a 
very ancirait fiunily, who survives him. Miss Callendar was 
descended originally from the stock of the Earls of Callendar, 
but more immediately &om a baronet of the saine name and 
fiunily ; and by her he has had several children. 

His fether, to whom this alliance was unknown, at l^igdi 
acceded, with some degree of reluctance, to the match, which, 
with an exception in point of finlune alone, appears to have 
been highly eligible in every other respect. 

Soon After this, Mr. T. Sheridan became a candidate for a 
. seat in parliament, but felled : so that although we are well 
acquainted with his wit, it renuuns to be conjectured whether 
his eloquence was also hereditary. The borough of Leskeard, 
so &mous in the annals of Cornish electioneering, was ths 
place for which he stood in 1 806, when the Whigs were again 
in pewer. On this occasion, the Hon. William Eliot, son of 
Lord Eliot, appeared first on the poll : but in respect to the 
two other candidates, viz. William Huskisson and Thomas 
Sheridan, Esqrs., as there was a keen contest, and a double re- 
turn, a reference was made to a committee of the JHouse of 
Commons, and the question on this occasion chiefly turned 
on the nature of the fi'antihises claimed by the votes for the 
respective parties. By the decision which finally took place, 
Mr. Huskisson was found to be " duly elected," and it was at 
the same time declared, " that the right of election was in the 
mayor and burgesses." Thus was the subject of this notice 
finally discomfited, not only here, but afterwards at Stafford, 
which were the only attempts ever made by him to obtain a 
seat in parliament. 

Soon after this, Mr. Thomas Sheridan found it necessary 
to repair to the island of Madeira, in consequence of a pul- 
monary affection, and thither he was accompanied by his wiffe. 
On that occasion, such was the res angusla donti, that two 
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noble &nulie3 (Northumberland and Devonshire) are said to 
have subscribed 1 0001. each towards the equipment. • 

At length this branch of the Shwidans returned once more 
to England, where he acted for a short time as manager of 
Drury Lane: but it was found not otdj convenient but 
highly desirable, on account of the climate to accept the 
office of colonial paymaster at the Cape of Good Hope, the 
salary of which has been estimated at 1200/. sterling. His 
health, however, continued to decline, and be fell a martyr to 
disease at this settlement on S^tember the 12th, 1617. His 
body has been since transferred to England. 

Thus perished at an early age, Mr. Thomas Sieridan, but 
a short time af^r the demist of his father, anda few months 
antecedent to that c£ his mother-in-law ; in shorty all three 
died within twelve months of each other. He has left a 
widow and several children wb(^y unprovided for, to d^dore 
his premature fate ; for his wit, his humour, and his repartee 
produced nothing but barren f^plause; and as for his convivial 
talents, by attracting company, and producing late hours, aU 
though they served to embellish, they at the same time short- 
ened life. 

• II hii been recenilr itiled, in Vol. i. p. 491. of "he " MenMBrt of ibe Eight Hon. 
R. B. ShertdiD, tfau " ■ •ubutiptioii, unountiBg to lo,ooot. mi n4>eil bj loen] of 
the Tojil fiai]j, (Dil priadpal nohililf," for Mr. T. Shsidaa, " od Kcounl of hi* 
lou *t the ihaire, (hj the confbgntion of Onuj 1^"*,) and locDablehim to viiit ■ 
•mtaa cltnut* for hii betllh.'' 
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The Ret. Sui ADAM GORDON, Bart. M.A. 

PREBBNDART OP BBISTOL. &C. 

f HB ancestors of this Baronet came ori^nally Grom France, 
and were first known by the appellation of JO Gordon. Tlic 
eldest branch of the family, called " the Muckle Gordons," 
seated themselves in the south of Scotland ; another attained 
dncid honours on the banks of the ^pe^, while a tlurd, settBng 
in Ireland, one of its members procured a Baronetcy in 1764. 

Sir Adam Gordon was bom in 1745, a year not a little 
memorable both to England and Scotland. After receiving a 
libend education, and attaining the degrees of B. A. and 
M. A., he closely addicted himself to the study of dtvim^, 
and became first a deacon, and then a priest of the Church of 
England, to which he was ailerwards an ornament, by his 
example, his talentsi, and his writings. 

If we mistake not, long after entering into holy orders, he 
effidated for some time as a curate to the populous and 
opulent parish of St, Mary-le-Bone, which now possesses a 
splendid chapel, in addition to the small place of worship 
which then only existed. Soon after this he muried f, and 
retired into the country. In respect to benefices. Sir Adam 
obtained in succession, the rectory (£ Hinchworth in Hertford- 
shire, a prebendal stall in the cathedral of Durham, and the 
living of West Tilbury in the county of Essex. In these 
several capacities, he distinguished himself by an earnest and 
unvarying attention to his various duties : and, accordingly, we 
find him not only preaching to all, but also catechising and 

* Ltd; GonlDa died but 1 ihontlmc bcfnc heihiubtRd, wfao entnuinad mIui^ • 
Ktpcct for Iwi memorj, ttut be lefi > tnj timuldeiablc tegicj to k kdj *ho lind with 
htr u * friend »nd conpaoion, and raided ifiennrdi with himself, aniil hii daaiM. 
Notsiihitaiidii^ hii Dumeroiu and exleoufe chiiritiei, Si( Adun ijipetn to ha<e died 
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instructiog after the manner of the primitive Church of Chnst, 
both the young and uninformed. 

This reverend Baronet endeavoured ajso, to dedicate his pen, 
«s well as his pulpit, to the service of public morals, having 
many years since, fturly and Qpenly combated all thepemidous 
poutioas laid down in a very seductive book, generally placed in 
the hands of our youth on entering the worlds which shall be 
named hereafter. He was moreover a zealous and courageous 
d^aider of the Church of England, whose fasts and festival! 
)ie elucidated, enforced, and explained, in his printed -dis- 
epursee. He also celebrated our triumphs during the late war,, 
particularly by a thanksgiving sermon on the victory over the 
combined fleet, while he dedicated another to the praise of 
Jlis present Majesty George III., on attuning the fiftieth 
anniversary of his reign ; an occurrence s^tun commemo- 
rated, even by the sovereigns of Kurope. 

It was thus that Sir Adam spent a long and useful li^ 
ivbtch was at last terminated, in what may be fairly termeil, 
** actual professional service," for he was smote by tbe hand 
of death, when in progress Irom his prebendal residence at 
Bristol, to his rectory at West Tilbury. This mdant^tdy 
oocuirence took place, November 2d, 1817, at the Castle 
Inn, Salt-Hill, after a short illness, in the seventy-second year 
of his age. 

-'.Hie following eulogy was penned by the hand of friendship} 
**'Of the (^aracter of this excellent man, little need be Uad 
anuRig those who parsonally knew him. But beyond that 
dr^e it is necessary that a few particulars should be 
conveyed; that the benefit of eminent example may not be 
limit^ to the boundary of private friendship. Such of his 
professional labours as have been committed to the press, ex^ 
hibit'him as one who was ever ' desirous of contributing to 
(be welfitre of his fellow-creatures. But the brightest view 
c^ his character was to be obtained, by observing how he 
lited in the two parishes of which he was successively rector ; 
Hinchworth in Hertfordshire!, and West Tilbury in Essex. 
In these retired situationis, he filled up the measure of pastoral 
dutit^ witban excmplannei^ which must endear his memory 
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to every itthabit&nt whoGe taste fafts not htett tituiud by habtts 
of profligacy. He was ever ready to render Ai Ump6tli ton- 
dition of his ^arishjoners more comfartftble. X^ts, boweter, 
*a8 not the who^e of his worth. He never foqfrot the prin- 
cipal object of his vocation, the etemfti happiness of his OiiA. 
For this he took the utmost pidns in the composition of his 
sermons; that they might forcibly incnlcate Chrirtiatt prin- 
ciples, expose vice, dierish hope, and be bitdligiUe to eve^ 
member of that humble peasantry committed to hii care ; for 
to persons of this Condition in lif^ it was bis lot to minlMer in 
sacred ttiingB, except in the short intervals Of his r«sid«ic* at 
Bristol ! whet« to th^ last he was hononred with s bttmd^ 
aaditbry, whenever he ascended the cathedral puljrit. But ft 
was not to pivsching tbat bis poator&l Ittboars wixe cotifinMl. 
He was observant of the du^ of catechising yoHth. He pAid 
out of his own pocket for the edacatitHi of poor diQdren. He 
visited the ftidt as an instructor. He «ideavDured to re- 
strain th« ^rdSigate ; &nd not only oOafitfflanced the Biober daA 
ibdmtHou^ but endeavoured to help tb^ii forward in thnr 
wortdly concerns, as well as to Alttber tbcit reUgioos improve- 
ioaat. \^^th all this, there was no sectarian mixMrc. Ofib* 
necessity of tnakii^ his paririiitMiers ri^tly onderstefld tlte 
|)resent state of human taature, anjl lite remedies which in&rite 
wisdom and mercy has provided for the evils to which it is ex- 
posed, be showed himself folly aware. Bat this end he pur- 
sued in such a nuinntf, as never presented him totbe world 
Ondcr any other aspect ih&n tbat of a cWgyman of dw Chuxdi 
of EnglAid. Ab a hiuband, a tmuter <^ a fiunily, a friwd; 
he was not orAy reelected* but beloved, by those who had like 
greatest interest is his possessing the virtues which adorn these 
r^ations. Nor \ras it on these only tbat the benevolence trf 
his nature flowed. His charities to the <pOor of his neighbour* 
hood Were mtich beyond -wbit fais meanb of rdievkig thtA> 
%ants wotrid encourage us to expect. In adcUtiou to t^ese, 
be generally had some case of foreign diltrew m hand ; in dM 
ttan^emeM of which, be was often l^wriowly eif^ogm^ 
b^ writing a numb^ of lotteis, and by ajifilyitig' in otbet 
formstol^hunHn^lnhahdfoffaikctiait. Tawliii^>]i;wuii> 
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of time must be added, what it coat him to set the example of 
that chari^ he solicited : an expense tram which he never 
excused himself. In this brief account, the partiality of friend- 
ship has not produced a single exaggerotirai. It is a simple 
relaCioD of &tis, to wludt many can bear witneta ; and to the 
soothing recoUection o£ which, amplifisd by numerous in- 
stances which have passed under th«r own observation, they 
often resort, now that the interconrse they had with one in 
whom so mimy endearing (]ualities resided is at en and." 

Gent, Mag, 

List ^the Woris ^ the Sav. Sir Adam Gerim, Bart. 

1. The Contrast, or an Antidote to the periucLous Prii^ 
dples disseminated in Lord Chesterfield's I^ettersto lite S(ni, 
2vols. ISmo. 1791. 

2. AiTectionate Advice from a Minitt^ of the ^Established 
Church to his parishioners, 12mo. 1791. 

3. The plain Dudes of Wise and Christian subjects, (preach- 
ed on the commencement of the War with the'French R^ub* 
lie,) 8vo. 1793. 

4. Plain Sennonsgon Practical Subjects, 2 vols. Svo. 

5. Sermons on the Fasts and Festivals of the Church of 
England, 8vd. 1796. 

6. Homilies <tf the Church of England, modernized, 2 
vole. Svo. 

7. Assistant for the Viutatioo of the Sidi, 12tao. 

8. The Fear of God, a sure ground of Confidence aiidH^p^ 
two Fast-day Sarmons, 6vo. 1803. 

9. A Sermon on the Victory over the combined Fleets td. 
France and Spain, 8vo. 1606. 

10. The KighteousnesB of a Kin^ the Bkssednesi of bis 
People^ a Sermon on tbe £Oth Aimivenary of His Mt^eaty*! 



Sir Adam Gordon has also left -behind faim a nuHdwr of 
MS. semioQs, diviuQF tracts ftc<» some of which be bad in- 
tended toj)abUsh. 
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Right Hon. Br. ANDREW Loko St. JOHN. 
OF Bletsoe, D, C. L. &c &C. &c. 



' DATA FATA 8ECUTA. 



i- HE St. JoliBS (commonly pronounced Sin^ons) are de- 
scended from a family, originally settled at the town of St. 
John in Normandy. They afterwards came to, and made 
many great alliances in England ; they also appear to have 
obtained considerable grants from the conqueror ; for we find 
John de St. John possessing lands of great extent in Oxford- 
shire, in the time of Henry I. This line, however, terminated, 
in a female, who married WiUiam Panlet, ancestor of the late 
Duke of Bolton. ' Her husband was at^rwards created 
Bdron St, John of Basing, ^nd Earl of Wiltshire. 

From another branch of this family, sprung Oliver, the aut 
cestor of the St, Johns, Viscounts Bolingbroke, who waa con-v 
■equently the pr(^i;enitor of that celebrated nobleman, whom 
Tope thus invokes : 

*' Awake my St. John ! leave all meaner things 
To low amhition, and the pride of kings i",&c. 

The Honourable St. Andrew St. John, the eeccnd surviving' 
son of John the eleventh Lord St. John of Bletsoe, by Miss 
Siifiondi, the daughter of a London merchant, was bom 
August 22, 175E), and being a younger brotJter, great and 
singular pains were taken with his education. He was ac- 
cordingly sent to Christ Church Oxford,- to complete his studies. 
While there, he not only complied with aU the rules of the 
University, but even aspired to its chief honours. These, were 
accordingly attained by him, for on May 12, 1795, he received 
the degree o! Doctor, of Civil Law. 

Beang intended for the bar, he bad before entered himself of 
Lincoln's Inn, and after his adnussion, the term of whi^ wa^, 
13 
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grtetly Bhortaud by his degree; he atteoded the court (£ 
King^s Bradi. We believe, that he was the first of late 
yearBi who wore a garni viithout a ifig *, which encumbCTed ■ 
hiahead) and preveoted hia hearing the el^orate deciiions of 
Williaci Earl of Mansfield. He obtained actual permia- > 
sioD, we understand, from the Bench, for this omission. 

But Mr. St. John,- socm allured hb forensic studies, in 
search of honours and employments ofanotber kind. We 
accordin^y find him a candidate for the reprcseatation of his 
native county, in . the fifteenth parliament tif Great Britain,- . 
which met October 31, 17S0; and. he was returned, in. con- 
junction, widi the late Earl of Upper Ossory, a peer <^ 
Ireland. - 

The opinkntB of the new Kni^t of the Shire, were dedd- 
edly averse to the continuaoce of the American war ; he 
therefore contributed all in his power, both by his votes and 
bis speeches, to put a speedy terminatitm to it. On its coo- 
clu«OB, be formed part of the Rockingham administraticai, 
with which be had acted while in opposition; for in April 
1783, we find him nominated Under-Secretary to his biaid 
the Ri^t Honourable Charles-James Fox, who then became 
one of bis Majesty's principal Secretaries of State. 

On the retreat of his patron from office which was accom- 
pani^'by his own resignation, be once more became a can- 
dklate for the same county, in the sixteenth parliament of 
O^eat Britain, convoked in 1781 ; but a contest now-ensued, 
and he was obliged to petition the House. - A committee hav- 
ing declared him " duly elected," in consequence of this 
deciniHi, he re[daced Lord C^j^ey, who had been returned by 
the Sherifiv as the.sitting member. In the new parliameiUis of ' 
1790, and 1796^ we find him elected in conjunction with his - 
(^iponeat Mr. John Osborne, son of Sir George ; and he was 
idsp returned with the same odleague, during the two first Im< 
perial pBriiam«nts, in 1801, and 1802. Thus, Mr.SLjohn 
i^ipears to have represented the county of Bedford, during the 

* Th« cditot hu bttn informed by ■ King't cauBMl of coniidCrabI* lUnding thM 
B«bm Burton, E«i., t WsUh-Judge, wm •wither rwnspu™. 
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long, and almost «iwxarapled term of tmniy-Are yean. On 
t)M impeaiduBait of Mr. HutiiigB, this able and eloquent 
ConnHViCT, *raa deemed of buoh conseijueDce, as to be ap- 
fKiinted one of ike rmaagen ', and acquitted luBisdf with 
singtdu- ^aness and deconnn upon this occasion, f He ww 
also a strrtHwns opposcr of Mr. Pill's Regency bill. 

On 1^ demise of his ^er brottter, the Ri^ HcHioanible 
Henry- Beaucfaamp St. John, on Decembffl' 16, 1805, (who 
had no issue by Miss Emma Whiri>read, second dai^it«' at 
the fint Samuel WUtbresd, Esq.) he sncceeded to the ■ 
honbiirsandeMBtes, as Baron St. John of Hetsoe. His Lord- 
ship suppbrCcd t^e same pftrty as a peer, which bed obtained 
his aid when a member of the House of Commons,* and he 
Kpoke sf^Tcral titnes wkh fits wonted talents and abiytiCs. 

During the second administration of Mr. FoX, by whom he 
Was' greatly esteemed, h« <A)t]Jned the office of Captain of the 
Bond tif Oentiemen-Pensioners; and at u period of consder- 
able alarm, he also accepted a ccnnmisnon in tlie Bedfimibbire 
volnnteel-s. 

Lord St John, was at one time im orabn* of Bone oste. KBs 
two best speedies, as a oommoner, were those delivered oo 
Opening one of the charges against the Ex-Oovenior-f;eaftid 
Warren Hastings, in I7S7; «nd ilmt in 4Tfl9, wh«i he 
seccAided Mr. Bi&er's motion, on *' the state of the nation." 
He also distinguished himself in the House of. Lords, in 1908, 
Against the ''Orders in Coimcil;" on whitA occasion, ^ 
resolutions moved l^ his lordship, were etif^ited by •Rtttf- 
seven peers. 

On Jlriy Ifi, 1807, Lord St John mairried Lomsa, cMest 
daughter of iSr Charles- Wilfiam-Kottse Brougfaeon, Bart, ot 
DowntOn HaQ, in thte county of Notfolfc, 1^ whom he had issuer 
Sevier^ diildren. llib ntAdeman, who had attakied Ae age of 
Rfty-eight, died at his seat at Mddibnrn, in Bedferd^p^ in 
1817, leaving bis widdw pregnant. He is sniececded by his 
eldest son, a Ix^jOnly seven years rfd. 

• Dec. Jth, 1S07. 

t In 1791, he npened^lw fourth' inidBoriliepnnUtlchuge*. 
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No. XLIII. 
JOSIAH BOYDELL, Esg. 



1 HE name of Boydell is connected with tbe history and pro- 
gress of tbe art of mgraving in England. One of this &mily 
(the late Alderman John Boydell), first distinguished himself 
by his " Sketches of Bridges," and when afta'wardB clad in 
the regalia of the city, one day pmnting to these early wortu, 
whidi were bomid together for sale, he observed, " This is 
the first book that ever made a Lord Mayor of London." 

Josiah, the nephew, originally bred In his count ing-ho'us^ 
afterwards became his partner; and finally bis successor in a 
business, whidi that firm not only rendered highly lucraUve 
for themselves, but also not a little advuitageous to th^T 
country. When Mr, John Boydell first commenced business, 
French prints were imported annually, to the amount of tnany 
Aousand pounds ; and yet he lived to behold the balance of 
trade, in respect to this elegant branch of the fine arts, more 
than tripled in our favour. 

On bis lamented demise, in 1805, the aul^ect of this bnef 
memoir succeeded to his alderhian's gown; like him, in due 
time, he would have filled die civic chav, had not his declining 
health obliged' hmi to rengn all his pretensions, five years after. 

Having been the senior officer of the corps of wlunieers 
enrolled near his own bouse at West-End, Hampstead, he was 
afterwards deeted Aetr Lieutenant^Colonel. He also served 
the respectaUe office of Masto- to the Stationerh' Company ; 
but botK bis spirits and - strength &Hing, he retired to ^e 
pleasMtt village of HatUford, in die- eomty of Middlesex, 
where he died Mu^'27f 18!7. 

Mr. Joaiah Boydell was the author of a pamphlet pi^iliebed 
in I SOS, eotided *' Suggestitms towards 'fift-n^g a Flan for 
the Improvanent of the ATtfland-SdeBteB." 
' BB 4 
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HO.XLIV. 

Sib WILLIAM INNES, Bart. 

or BALTWOt, MOBTH BKITAIN., 

X HE Sinflly of lones u Biq)po8ed ta have been originally, 
of FlemiBh estraction, and, if we are not greatly miBinformed, 
first settled under Ber^dus Flandrensis in that fertile tract 
o[ countrjr situate between the %>cy and the I<obu^ in the 
county of Moray. Of this Hoe the (now ducal) house of lones, 
of Innes, near Elgin, was always considered as the chie^ ia 
ctmsequeuce both of tradition and records. The large pos- 
sessions attached to this stetn, and also the title of Baronet 
of Nova Scotia, which was conferred in 162£1, soon after the 
institution of that order, serves to confirm this statement 

Sir James Innes, of Balvcaiie, having died in 1722, was 
succeeded by Robert his eldest son, who lived until 1758, 
when his younger brothers Charles and William, became 
Baronets in succession. 

Sir William Innes, of Balvenie, the last <^ iheae, of 
whom we now treat, appears to have been the patriarch of 
baronets, as he was bom about the year 1718. Being 
desirous of military &m^ he served as a volunteer in the Life 
Guards, when they att^ided King George 11. at the batde of 
DetUngen, in 1743. Mr.Innea afterwards obtained a cor- 
netcy of horse, and rose throu^ the successive steps of laeu- 
temant, Captun of a troop, and M^or, ootil he at length 
attuned the rank of Lieutenant-Ck>tonel of the 2d r^imoit of 
Dragoon Guards, when he seems to have retired frcmi tlw 
service. 

After this be settW at Ipswidi, where. he; succeeded ,to his 
fimilylKmouni, and resided nnlil his. diesth, which occurred 
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Marclt ISth, 1817. Sir William had then fiillj' completed 
faislOOth year; and the title was generally supposed to be ex- 
tinct : but a respectable gentleman of Bamfiahir^ where his 
ancestors had considerable possessions, lately laid claim to this 
title ; and presented such an uniform and authentic series of 
documents, that a jury, of which the Right Hon. James Earl 
of Fife was chancellor, to adopt the language of the Scottish 
law, <' unanimously served him heir to the title." 



No.XLV. 
RICHARD LOVELL EDGEWOETH, Esg. 

OP KDOBWOHTH town, IK ISKLAMD. 

iHtS gentleman greatly (distinguished liildself as a man of 
letters, and was fortunate in possessing a daughter worthy of 
himsedf. He died at his seat iti the sister Island, June 13, 1617| 
at the age of seVenty-four. 

tWe intend to give a detailed actount of Mr. Edgeworth's 
life and labours, in our next volume for which materials are 
now collecting.] 
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Toe Rev. ROBEET TYRWHITT. 
latb fellow ot je3us-cou,eae, cambridge:- 

1 he: Tyrwhitts spriDg from nn ancient and respectable famiiy 
which has been long settled in -d»e west of England. The 
subject of the present article is descended from, and actu&Uy 
was representative of them, being uncle of the Right Hod. 
Sir Thomas Tyrwhitt, who has been in succession Private 
Secretary, and Secretary Extraordinary to His Royal Hig^ 
ness the Prince of Wales, Auditor and Lord Warden of the 
Stannaries, Steward of the Duchy of Cornwall, Vico-Admirol 
of the some, one of the members of parliament for Plymouth, 
&c 

The late Mr. Robert Tyrwhitt was the son of a Resldentiajy 
of St. Paul's ; and his maternal grandfather, Dr. Gibson^ w^a 
Bishop of I^ndon. After receiving a prefatoiy education, be 
was sent to Jesus-College, Cambridge, where he eotm (Uo- 
tinguished himself not only by his tsloits and ^pplicatioD, 
but ftlsfi tqf « certain Kriousness of speech, conduct, Mid be- 
haviour, that .^liaed him the esteem of all. EccksiqsticBl 
honours and. preferment now lay before him, but he rdusefi 
th«n all. 

" With such connections as his," observes one of fait 
friends, '* he had every reason to expect high preferment in 
the church; but his conscience forbad him to make use of such 
advantages, and be resigned Ms fellowship^ and all his expect- 
ations from the church, on the deliberate conviction of bis 
mind, that one God only — who is emphatically stiled in 
Scripture the Father — and the God and Father of our Lord 
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Jesus Christ, ie the only ol^ect of reli^duB worahij). On Ihe 
resignation of bis fellowship be was reduced to a very narrow 
income, on wbicb he lived dieerfiilly and contentedly; but 
by tbe death of his brotbtf, clei-k to the House of Commons, 
he came into possession of a property which enabled bim to 
act np to the dictates of a g^erons beart 

" It will be incredible to tbe generality of readers bow 
little he spent upon btmsetf, and how much upon others. 
In every profesdon, divinity, law, physic, navy, army, are 
many to lament his loss, and to remember tbe kindness of a laost 
Hberal bene&ctor. His benevolence was not confined to any 
sect or party. He looked upon all as children of one common 
parent, and himself as a steward merdy, under Providence 
for vhat remained to bim after the gratification of bis natural 
wants, and very moderate desires. 

** Notwithstanding his separation from the church, be lived 
in College, highly respected by that society, and by the most 
distinguished members of the univerMty. For tiie last right 
or ten years he was confined by tbe gout chiefly to his rooms, 
and be bad not slept out of College Rw twenty or thirty 
years. He was particulariy weQ acquaint^ with the Btatntes 
of the University, was associated wi^ Jebb in his plan for the 
improvement of education, was a friend of the late Bi^ops 
Law and Watson ; and a more strenuous advocate for liberty, 
ctWl and reli^ous, as distingui^ed from anarchy and mianile, 
never existed. He published two sermons, preached befere 
the University of Cambridge, the one on tbe Baptismal 
Form *, the other on the Creation of all things by Jesu^ 
Christ ; and whoever reads them wiH lament (hat tbe author 
has not expliuned bis sentiments more fully on many parts of 
Scripture." 

Mr.Tyrwhitt expired in so easy a manner, as almost to be 
-^mperceptible to his attendants, at his apartments in Jesus 
College, Cambridge, March 25tb, 1817. 

■ '■ B*ptitm(1 FiUlktxplii^/' ■unsDn, 410. is»1. 
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No. XLV.n. 
The Rev. THOMAS COBBi M. A; 

PRBBEHSART OP CHICBESTSR. 

Xbis. Clergymaii was born in ins, and educated at Canter-' 
bury, in the public grammar-school of that city, founded by 
Hairy VIIL out of the qwils of the church and monasteries. 
While there,, he acquired some credit by bis early proficiencyj 
and was sent hence to Oxford, with the express view of qnali- 
^ng himself for the church. At Oriel Coll^;e he Brat took 
the , d^p'ee of B. A. and then proceeded M. A., soon after 
whidi he obtained Priest's Orders. 

In consequence of a marriage with Miss Wyatt *, a lady who 
brought him a large estate, by .way of dower, he settled as an 
ecclesiastic. His first preferment was the vicarage of Sitting- 
bcHne, , presented to him by Dr. Moore, late .Archbishop of 
Canterbury, . some time previously to the demise .of that very 
learned and respectable prelate.. He afterwards obtained a 
prebend at Chichester. 

On the presentation of the late Colonel James, of I^tham- 
Court-Xx>dge, in the county of Kent, he became Rector of 
Ightham, on the death of the incumbent, in 1791. On 
this occasion, Mr. Cobb determined to render the Parsonage- 
boute, in which he was destined to redde, not only ctnnfortaUs 
but respectable. He accordingly l^d out a large sum of 
mon^ on alterations and additions ; after which he enclosed 
it within a paddock. This place afterwards became the scene 
of his hospitalities ; while bis large fortune^ at the same tim^ 
enabled him to administer Uberally to the numerous poor 
around him, at whose sick beds he was a frequent visitor. 

■ On the dem'iM oF h«t onde, SuDiul WjitC, Ek|. the inheriwl bi> pnpntj, irtiieh 
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As a magistrate for the county, he proved exemplary in 
point of attendance, as well as minnte in inveatigati<»i ; and lie 
deserves great credit for the zeal with which he lately inter- 
posed on the hreaking out of a typhus fever in tlie jail of 
Maidstone. The st^s taken on this occasion, prevoited the 
spread of the contagion. 

Mr. Cobh is represented also to have been exemplary in 
the various duties and relations <^life, viz, as a son, brother* 
husband, and parent. He died in Albemarle-street, whither 
he had reptdred to try the skill of the London physicians, on 
November 26, i 8 1 7, in the 44th year of his age. The disorder 
that proved &tal, was of so obscure and occult a nature as not 
<mly to iMd defiance to the tal^its, but even the noraendature of 
^e medical profeisicm. 
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No. XLVIII. 
THOMAS MARCH PHILLIPS, Esfl. 

? OAHSKonK f ARR, IN THK COUNTY 0> LKICESTXB. 



JVXr. March FhillipB was bom in the year 174>6. His feUier, 
Thomast was a merchant of the city of London ; his maternal 
grand&lher, Sir Ambrose Phillipe, a noted lawyer of his day, 
was created a Ipng's seijeant by James II. only two yean an- 
terior to the abdication of that ill-starred monarcfa. 

In consequence of the bequeit of a relative, who left luni 
cdbgiderable estates, Mr. Phillips, out of respect to his 
memory, obtained his Majesty's leave for the addendum of 
March to his name in 1796 ; and having removed from Dor- 
setshire td Garendon- House*, he resided there durii^ a long 
series of years. 

Ha married his cousin, Miss Susan Lisl^ by whom he had 
ten children, the sons and daughters in equal portioiu ; and in 
1801, he served the expensive office of High Sheriff of the 

• We ue obUged to iha wonhj ud indedilgabte Mr. Nlchob, for the (oIlowiBg 
]Mcticn1>ri, exinnedfroiD Vol. lll.psgi 803, of fiii " HHtoi^ and Antiqaiiie* of the 
Town and CountJ oF Laicoter:" — "The pnient maiuioa na bnill on tbe lite of 
Gaiendon Abbej, and ii tappaal to bars b««n creeled abool liO jaan; bat coo* 
■Idenble alicjaiioni irere made in It, and <he beautiful garden-Front trai erected, fcj 
AmbioBt riiUIIpp, E«|. about 173A. He wai a muat iccomplahed genlteBun, and 
Imalled through France and all parti nf Ilitj -, and wa, «i remariublj beantifal m ho 
penon, that at Rome and Venice he wu oiled ■ The handiome KugliafaaHn.' 

" He oiDBmeDled the park niili Urge planisdoni, and built the magnificent gttraif 
and the eleguil temple ai>d obcliik in the |i>rk. Tlie garden fivDt of the preieat man- 
lioD ihowi the great la»e be bad in acchiiectute j and trajorlj deiigned a> theaecood 
liwit to a noit migoiBcent houae ha intended to have built, bad he lind lo hare miB' 
pletcdit. He mi cboKn M. P. for Leiceilerihire in 1 717 and 1734 j and djiif uo- 
manied) in 1737, ■*! buried at Shepeibeadj where laelegaiitLaiiDeiriupbbjIh' 
Lille b iincribed to bis memoi?." 
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county of Leicester, in vhich his &imly bad posBeHcd very 
c<»iaiderable estates for more than & century and a half, llieir 
pedigree is to be found in Nichols' Leicestershire. 

Mr. Phillips not only lived to a good old age, but had the 
satis&ction to b^old his sons honoarably employed, at the bar, 
in the church, and in the navy ; while two of his daughters 
■Darried, the oik into a respectable, the other into a noble 
Amily ; being the wife of the Hon. and Right Reverend Henry 
Ryder, D. D. Lord Bishop of Glouceflter* Dean t^ W<^ 
and Vicar of Lutterworth, in the County of Leicester. These 
ereatt affi>rded soioe consolatiDn amidst the afflictknis ind- 
dtatal to age and disease. 

Having removed, some time sinc^ to Bath, Mr. Thomas 
March Phillips died in Pultene^-etreet, in the Tlst year 
of his agot after encountering a long and painful illncRs, 
Mwaida the middle of June, IK)?. 
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No-XLIX. . 

ELLIS BENT, Ebq. 

JUPGB-ASVOCATE OF N£W SOOTH WALKS. 

X HIS gentleman, one of the sons (^ Rc^Mrt Bent, Esq., ' wu 
bom eitber in 1784, or 1785. After the usnal prelimioaiy 
edacation^ at an early age, lie w&s sent to the Unlveru^, 
where he obtained the d^rees o^ B. A. and M.A. Being des- 
tined for the bar, he applied himself with great assiduity to 
his professional avocations ; and by a laborious course of read- 
ing, as well as by due attention to practice, qualified himself 
within' the short space of four years after he had bectunea 
barrister, for the important office of Judge Advoeate. 

Having been appointed to exercise his duties in that e^a* 
city, within the colony of New South Wales, he rqwired 
thither, and soon formed certain arrangements for the further- 
ance of justice, within his own d^)artment, which greatly 
contributed to the happiness and' prosperity of the in&nt 
colony. His singular attention to the duties of bis station, is 
supposed to have shortened his life ; for he died in the town 
of Sidney, at the early age of thir^-two, in the beginning of 
1817. 

The utility of his plans, which we have already alluded to, 
has been fully attested by a report of a committee of the House 
of Commons, to which was referred " the consideration of the 
state of the Colony of New South Wales," and the excellence 
of.his private character, was demonstrated by the crowd of 
moumiiU spectators, who accompanied his remains to the 
place of interment. On that occasion, his brother, Jefifay 
Bent, Esq., the judge of the New Court of Equity, performed 
the melancholy office of chief mourner ; while his Excellency 
the Governor,- together with all the officers both civil and 
military attended, in order to testify their respect 

Mr. Bent has left behind him, a widow and no fewer than 
five childrra. 
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Miss HENRIETTA RHODES, 

A POBTSSS, NOVBL WHITER, &C. 

1 HIS. lady, bom in the county of Salop, in the year 1756, 
was the daughter of Mr, Rhodes of Cann-Hall in the borough 
of BridgnorlJi. At an early period of life, although never suc- 
cesafidly wooed herself, yet she wooed the muses, and in the . 
opinion of her friends, with no small degree of good fortune. 
Some of her neighbours, however, supposed that her verses 
did not rise above mediocrity ; although all concurred in ex- 
ceptuig her ballads, a taste for which she had cultivated by 
reading of the famous collection *, pubHshed by the late Dr. ' 
Percy, Bishop of Dromore. She also edited a work written 
by her nephew; composed sevoal short and furtive articles 
■for her friends; and printed a novel with a most romantic 
name, long after she had left off the style and appellation of a 
spinster ; having for some time back been called Mrs. Rhodes, 
This lady interposed at the election of members of parlia- 
ment, for the place of her nativity, in 1784, with a generous 
warmth, in support of a friend ; and died at her house in 
East Castle Street, Bridgnorth, February 28, 181?, in the 
sixty-first year of her ^e. 

Jjist of the Works of the late Miss Rhodes, 

1. Various Poetical Compositions, in early life, some of 
which were afterwards published. 

2. Rosalie, or the Castle of Montalabretti, 4 vols. 12mo. 
1-811. 

3. An account of Stonehenge, 8vo. 1814. 

4. Poems and Miscellaneous Essays, pnblished by Subscrip- 
tion, 8vo. 1814. 

* Rcliquea of iDcieDt Engllih Poctrj, 3 loli. 1 4ino. \16».' 
VOL. H. C C , . 
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. The Right Hon. CHAHLOTTE 

Viscountess and Baroness NEWCOMEN, 
of hos8to#h| in thfe county of lonofokdi irxland. 

,1be &in% of NewcontNi boasts of great antiquitji, and 
it has been asserted by some members of it, that they can 

'trace their pedigree, during a space of aevtn hundred years, 
-with tolerable exactness. At what precise period they em^ 

.grated horn En^and to the sister Kingdom, we know not, 
but it was most probably during the rmgn of Elktabeth ; for 

•we find Ihem seated at Keoagh, in the county of Lon^ord, 
in the time of her immediate successor. Th^ mte cseaAed 

.baronets by James I^ in I62S. 

Jn consequence of the &il!lre of heirs-male, in 1 789, this 

title became ^Uinct, but the estates devolved on Charlotte 

Newcmnen, only child and heir of Charles Newcomen, of Gar- 

ric^laas, Esq., grandson of Sr T. Newcomen, the sixth bart. 

This rich heiress, bom in or about the year 1 755, in due 

-time became the wife of the Bight Honourable Sir William 

- Gleadow^ of Killester House in the coun^ of Dublin, Ban. 
In consequence of this alliance, he assumed the name and 

'. arms of Newcomen ; was soon i^er elected a Knight of die 
l^iire, in the Irish Parliament, for the county sf Longford; 
bectune a privy-counsellor. Sac. 8tc 

By this lady, he had four children, three sons and a daughter. 
Haying died August 21, 1807, he was succeeded by his only 
son, Sir Thomas, both as a Baronet, and Knight of the £3iire. 
Lady Gleadowe Newcomen, was promoted to the pewage, 
in her own right, during the life-time of her husband, as Baroness 
Newcomen, on July SO, 1800; and further advanced to be 
Viscountess Newcomen, December 4, 1802, with retpainder to 
hms male. Notwithstanding her large possessions in Irdand, ~ 
this lady was accustomed to reside frequently in England; and 
died at Bath, May 16, 1817, at t]ie age of about six^>twcp. 
Her only son, born in 1776, is now Viscount Newctnneii. ' 
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Mr. SIMON SOLOMON, a Jew. 

Xt is with the sincerest pleasure, that we now haye an oppor- 
tunity of giving some account of a son of Israel, who in every 
pcnnt of view, deserves commemoration and applause. 

Mr. Simon Solomoo, although long settled in England, was 
not a native of this country, having been born in that portion 
of Poland, sdzed on by Frederic the Great, as the spoil of 
the Prussian eagle. He was bom at Lissau, in ms,- and 
appears to have acquired, either by means of others, or him- 
self a learned education. Indeed, in that portion of Eurgpe, 
the Jews ore not a despised race, as both here and in France; 
for they are settled in clusters, inhabit villages and towns, 
and are treated by Ihe government with lenity and respect. 

Among the descendants q{ Abraham, a proficiency in the 
Hebrew, accompanied with a taste for rabbinical learning, is 
considered as classical ,■ to these, the subject of this memoir 
superadded the German and French langu^;es, doubtless, 
acquu^ by him, during the wanderings of his early youth. 

A taste for practical chemistry became the means of obtain- 
ing bread, not only for himself and his family, but also for such 
of the wretched of his own, and of every other nation, as 
appem^ed deserving of commiseration. His knowledge of the 
nature and composition of colours enabled him to become' 
what is technically termed a paper-stainer, and he excelled, 
not in the (x>mmon, but in thejatta/ line. 

The following account of him Is drawn up, with great Ube- 
rality, by agentl^an of a different &ith: 

*' From persevering habits, added to a truly benevolent heart, 
he was not only able to provide for a large family, and to con- 
tribute to the becessiUes of the Jewish conununily, of which 
c c 2 
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he was a conscientious member, but to indulge in vhat he 
also conceived his duty, by relieving the wants of his Chris- 
tian neighbours, in such a manner as to insure the adisi- 
rafion and esteem of all who knew him. Exclusive of hia 
private charities, he was one of the first founders of the 
ClerkenweU Philanthropic Society, to which himself and some 
of his &mily contributed ; he was therefore chosen, with several 
other persons, during the late distressing winter, to collect 
subscriptions for the poor, and afterwards to distribute the 
amount in coals, bread, potatoes, &c. Precluded by his 
religion, even from taking refreshments during this time, he 
was nevertheless, so ardent and cheerful in the performance 
of these duties, that the poor in his presence, always seemed 
to forget their poverty; so that, like Job, the blessing of 
those that were ' ready to perish,' often came upon him, and 
he has literally made ' the widow's heart sing for joy.' 

" Kext to his sudden demise,. nothing seemed to excite the 
regret of his Christian neighbours, more than the hasty in- 
terment of his remains, which, according to the Mos^cal Jaw, 
must take place before the sun can set twice upon them. Yet, 
though strictly Jewish in his belief and always averse to what 
he thought was mis-named " the Conversion of the Jewaj" 
he had not the least objection to an attendance upon 
Christian worship for the sake of doing good ; and among his 
own weekly pensioners, he had several persons of both these 
persuasions. 

" Consistently with this liberality, the writer of this article 
has to acknowlege the many facilities cordially afforded him 
by the deceased, in his humble attempts to remove the pre- 
judices excited against a long injured and aspersed people, 
whose rights, after all that has been said or done by other 
pQwers, England has been the first to appreciate and secure 
by an equitable administration of the ffgis of its laws. And 
here it may be safely asserted, that no description of people 
whatever, out of the pale of our ecclesiastical establishment, 
fee] the obligation more warmly, thaii the reflecting part of 
the Hebrew nation, to their rulers. Thb remains of Mr. 
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Solompn, attended by his family, the heads of his synagogue, 
the children educated in the Jewish hospital, and a number of 
Christians, were d^wsited in the burial-ground near Ducking- 
pond-row, on the 19th Sept, with peculiar marks of respect. 
Mr. Solomon was auditor to the synagogue of which he was a 
member, and an acting director of the hospital in Mile-End 
road. He has left four sons, and a daughter, whose anony- 
mous but sprightly efiusions have contributed to enhance the 
interest of several of our periodical publications. She also 
published an animated letter to the Rev. Mr. C Frey, on the 
subject ■ of his conduct with respect to Jewish converts by 
the London 3ociety, to which he promised a rq)Iy; but this, 
it seems, he wanted either time or ability to performj before he 
was recently^ compelled to leave England." 

Mr. Solomon, died in the 69th year of his age, leaving be- 
hind him the character of a most ingenious artist; a most 
.benevolent man; and a most excellent husband, &ther, and 
'Iriend. In short, he- would have reflected honour on any sect 
or nation: for he discharged all his duties with ad^ree of 
zeal> patience, and propriety, that could alone have ori^nated 
in a sound judgnumt, and good heart. 
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SiB WILLIAM-PIERCE-ASHE A'COURT, Bar*. 

I.ATE U.p. TOft HSTTBSBDRY. 

X HE name of A'Coort, indicates a foreign extraction, while 
die sumaines of Pierce and Ashe, proceed from intermarriages 
iridi females of the same appellation, llie &mily itself ap- 
pears to have been settled for manj years at Roddon, a hamlet 
ratuate in the hundred <^ Fibihe, In Scnnersetshire. 

Mr. Pierce A'Court, married Elizabeth, dauj^ter of Wil- 
liam Ashe of Heytesbilry, in Wilts, and M. P. for that 
borough, in onlse^nenee of which, his descendante have be- 
teome joint lords of the manor with the Dukes of MarlboTongh; 
wfaeii'ce has ariseD a certain degree ofpatrbnageof aver; deli- 
cate but efScient nature. 

Gweral William Ashe A'Court, jms the first to profit by 
tiis, and also to assume the name of his uncle, in pursuance ol 
a clause in his will ; he also first exercised the influence just 
alluded t<^ having been returned <Mie of the members for the 
borough mentioned above. 

Sir William Pierce Ashe, his only son, was bom in 1747. 
He obtained a great accession to his patrimonial fortune, in 
lig^t of his mother, Annabella, the heiress of Thomas Vernon, 
of Twickenham Park, in the county of Middlesex, Esq. By 
his first wife Catharine, dau^ter of Oeut-Col. Bradford, 
there was no issue ; but by his second, Letitia, the daughter of. 
Henry Wyndham, of Salisbury, Esq., he had seven children ; 
two soils and five daughters. 

This gentleman, early in life, devoted himself to the military 
profession ; and soon after his first marriage obtained a com- 
mand in the Wiltshire militia, in one of the battalions of which 
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he afterwards rose to the rank of Lieutenant-ColoneL On the 
demise of his &ther, he also was nominated M, P. for Heyte»- 
bury, and re-elected at three different dissolutions of parlia- 
ment. On June 25, he obtained the Baronetcy for his fiimily ; 
and lived to see one of his sons employed in the diplomatic 
line ; while another obt^ned a company in the army. 

Sir William died at Heytesbury-house, his usual ^ lace of 
abode, July 27, 181 7i in his seventietit year. He is suc- 
ceeded in his title and a large portion of bis extensive estates 
hj: WiHiAB. A'Goort, Vaq. (sow Sir 'William) who, 6>s som* 
tim^ resided atPalarmt^ in Sie%, in the character of 'Savoy 
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No. LIV. 
The Countess Dowageb of UXBRIDGE. 

J. BIS lady was bora in 1 742, and, until her marrii^ was 
known by the tqipdlation of Miss Jane Champigne, being the 
daughter of the Kev, Arthur Champigne *, Dean ,of CI<Himac- 
n<Hse, in the kingdom of Ireland. In consequence of being 
dea<;ended from the Earb of Granard, tp one of whom she 
was grand-daughter, this lady was allied to the noble families 
of Moira, Momington, &c, and being very handsome, she 
was greatly admired by the late Earl of Uxbridge, to wbcnn 
she was married April 11, 1767. 

The Countess- Dowager, who preserved the appearance t^ 
beauty, even adiidst the ruins of old age, lived to see h^ 
husband die, and her surviving children grown up; she also 
beheld her eldest son created Marquis of Anglesea, on account 
of his gallantry at Waterloo, where he lost a leg. Her Lady- 
ship died at her house in Bolton-row, in 1817, in the 75th 
year of her age. 

* Don QiuDplgnc m* the ion of Mijor (Ju'iu) Chtmplgnc of Pon-Arllngion, in 
Irelinil, who niuTieil hoe, Men diughier of tlie Right Hoa. Anliui Foiba, kmhuI 
Earl of CriDanl. 
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ALEXANDER MONRO, M. D. and F. R. S. 



X HIS gentleman was the son of that great anatombt. Dr. 
Alexander Monro, bom in Scotland, in 1697. He studied, . 
for some time, at Leyden, and became the friend of Boer- 
haave; afler whjch he returned to the capital of his native 
country, and delivered lectures there. His zeal, talents, and 
discoveries, soon rendered Edinburgh a school for 'anatomy; 
and although materiak for dissection are there less frequently ob- 
tained than in London, yet he attained no common degree of 
celebrity, in consequence of his scientific knowledge and 
pursuits. 

His son Alexander was bom in 1732, and lived to be con- 
sidered the Nestor of northern physicians. Treading in the 
fijotsteps of his father, who died in 1767, he also bet^tme an 
eminent professor, and in 1781 collected and [mblished all his 
works. I£s own professional labours were not inconsiderable, 
as may be seen &om the following list : 

1. ObsaT^tions on the Stracture and Functions of the 
Nervous System, 1783, fol. 

2. The Structure and Physiology of Fishes, 1785, fol. 

S. A Description of all the Bursa Mucoss of the Human 
Body, 1788, *to. 

4. Experiments on the Nervous System with Opium and 
Metalline substances, 1793, 4to. 

* He penned the Aatwminl Qui, in the Unireniif of £<]iiibar|b. 
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5. Three Treatises on the Bmn, the Eye, and the Ear, 
1797, -tto. 

6. Observations on CmralHemia, with a general account 
of the other varieties of that complaint, 1803, 8vo. 

7. The Morbid Anatomy, of the Gnllet, the Stomach, and 
the Intestines, 1812, 8to. 

8. Outlines of the Anatomy of the Human Body, 181S, 
4 vols. 8va 

9. Observations on the Thoracic Duct, 181*, 4to. 

Dr. Monro, after outli'ting^ aK bis contemporaries, died 
Oct 2, 1817, in the 85th year of his age. 
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. Mr. WILLIAM RUSSEt, 

or BBANCBPATH-CABTTLE, |K THE COnSTY-PALATIKB OF nVKWAMi 

J.T is impossible to contemplate aoch a man as Hus was witlwnt 
a mixture of lore and Toleration. Bom in tlie couoty-paUr 
tine of Durluim, in the year nsi-S, happily for the interests 
of humanity, he poissessed a considerable fortune early in lifi^ 
and lived long enough to administer it, as if he had been the 
steward of the puhlic rather than the owner. 

This gentleman, among many othef acts of beneficence^ 
founded and endowed an hospital in his native county, for 
aged persons of both sexes ; to which he annexed a school for 
the education of the young. During the late distresses, arising 
out of a scanty harvest, as well as a variety of other concur* 
ring causes, he actually gave orders for the construction of 
pUces of reception for the poor, needy, and forlorn. Beit^ 
an owner of extensive collieries bdow, as well as large estates 
above ground, be wisely contrived to excite the industry of 
the young and middle aged, by finding them constant em- 
ployment. 

Nor was he deficient in his duties as a patriot and citizen. 
In 1 795, he contributed alike by his purse, his presence, and 
his influence to the raising of a large body of in&ntry within 
the county-palatine, while at a more recent period, he actually 
collected and equipped a corps of sharp shooters, who in case 
of an invasion of the coal'district, would have proved essen- 
tially serviceable against the common enemy. 

This gentieman united his &te to that of Miss Millbanke, 
daughter to an Admiral of the same name, who survives him, 
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and lived to a patriarchal age. In consequence of this, he 
saw all his children h^pily settled in life; for of his two 
- daughters, one is the Isdy of Lieut-Creneral ^ Gordon 
DnunnuMid, G. C. B. and the other of Lieut.-CoL Bunbury, 
brother to Sir Charles Bunbury, Bart., while he beheld his only 
son, Matthew, represent Saltash several times in Parliament, 
and who, after marrying Miss Tennison, settled at Hardwicke- 
house, near Durham, the estate around which he had pur- 
chased from the late ^ Henry Vane Tempest, Bart. 

Mr. RuBsel died at Brancepath-Casde, in the county of 
Durham, at the good old age of eighty-three, leaving behind 
faim the character of a man, who to many amiable qualities, 
superadded a pm^ benevolence and truly disinterested public 
spirit. 
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Tm Rkv. JOHN LYON, B.A. F.L^S. akd F.S.A. 

M.B. Lyon was born September 1, 1734 ; but the early part 
of bis life is not exactly known, as be outlived all, or nearly 
all, his contemporaries, both at school and collie, and be- 
held no (ewer thao three if not four generations of the but- 
gesses of Dover. 

We ate well aware, however, that he was educated at an Eng- 
lish University, and that he obtained a d^tee of Bachelor of 
Arts there, about the middle of the last century. In 1 7 72, Mr. 
Lyon was inducted into the living of St. Mary the Virjpn, at 
Dover, which he retained during a period but little dtstiuit 
from half a century. 

At an early epoch of his life, this clergyman appears to 
have imbibed and cultivated a taste fot natiural history. Of 
plants, the heights in the immediate vicinity of his own parish 
church, presented' him with an ample store ; he also obtained 
a pretty good collection of insects, shells, and minerals, of all 
which he was very fond. But he still more prized bis books : 
for being an author himself, these served, in some measure, not 
only as the tools and instruments of his occupation, but. also 
for his recreation and instruction. 

When Dt. Franklin at once aroused and astonished the wotid 
by his electrical discoveries, Mr. Lyon was one of the first to 
ti[^ly the whole bent of bis mind to this subject. Heliimself 
«ccordinglyobtained an appirfT^us, and engaged in a long course 
of experiments. On this occasion, the results do not appear 
to have beoi exactly the same with those deduced by th^ cele- 
brated American ; he accordingly btoached certain hetervdox 
<^inions on this subject. He made many pertinent remarks, 
6 
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however, on the leading doctrines of the Frankliiuaii system, 
and bold]y nuuntaioed, by means of "proo&" and "farther 
proofe," that glass is permeable to the dectrical effluvia ; but he 
never aeaerted, like one of hia cotemporaries, that " sharp con* 
dUctors were dangerous," and " blunt ones," the only species 
that ought to be used. 

His long residence and nuni«t>us connections at Dover 
afibrded the best opportunities Ibr o^ecting materiab for its 
history; to which he annexed an 'account of the Cinque Porte, 
but this, both on account of its size and price never .became a 
popular work. 

The French Revolution appeared to this divine, to be a new 
Pandora's box, stored with innumeraUe evils. He was, 
therefore, a great enemy, n,ot only to any alterations in the 
government of that coimtty, but to all those that countenanced 
the idea of a reform in this. Accordingly, at a critical pmod, 
be composed, printed, and disseminated the fdlowing anony- 
mous hiuid-bill, which was sent, not only to every hottse in 
hb own parish, but through all theadjoining ones, 

" To the People ^ Errand. 

" Is it not woaderfiil that any inhabitants of this land should 
submit to be BO far directed by oiu* old enemies the French, as 
to attempt to throw their own countty into con&sion, and give 
our ever restless and ambitions neighbours that opportuni^ 
of ^tslaving us which they have hitherto sought ibr in vain ?• 

" ¥(x shame, Englishmen ! Be but true to yourselves ; sup- 
port your King and your Constitution, and ye tyill liave the 
command of the world !" 

Mr. LyOD was a modest unassuming man, incfieil)dve in his 
manners, peenlior in bis halnts, and so addicted to local ar- 
rangements, diet -he was accustomed to walk daily> while in 
health, on the same spot and at the same hour, during the last 
forty years. On the whol^ as he lived like ,a recluse, he might 
be said to hffve wpm life gradually away, rather than to have 
enjoyed it. He died in the third year after he had become e/t 
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ocb^ennsrian, and was buried in the church-yBrd of St Ni- 
dioUa^ in the Isle of Tbanet. The following i^ropriate 
^itf^ih, written by one of his friends, has been since inscribed 
oa an humble stone, over his grave: — 

Sacred to the meniory of . r 

TheRer. JoHM Lyon, B.A. F.L.S.,&c. 

nearly forty-five years Minister of 

St. Mary the Virgin at Dover, 

in the CouQty of Kent. 

He commeDced his pilgrimage throu^ 

dib world in search of a better, Sept. 1. 1734, 

and closed it without reproach, 

June 30, 1817. 

Reader ! 

If distinguished by virtues or acquirements, 

go thou and learn 

to imitate his Humility. 



TkeJoUowmg is a List of the Works of the lateBeo. John Lyon. 

1. Experiments and Observations on Electricity, 4to. 1780. 

2. Farther Proofe that Ghiss is permeable by the ElecUric 
Effluvia, 4to. 1781. 

3. Remarks on the leading Proofe offered in fevour of the 
Frankliniin System of Electricity, 8vo. 1791. 

4. An Account of several new and interesting pheTiomena, ' 
discoveries in examining the bodies of a man and four horses, 
killed by lightning near Dover, 8vo. 1796. 

5. History of Dover, with a short Account of the Cinque 
Ports, 1 vol. 8vo. 1813. 
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No. LVIII. 
The Right Hon. HUGH Eael of EGLINTOUN, K.T. 

BARON MONTGOMERY, AN DROSS AH, SKELMOBLIE, AND CORTA- 
F1KI.D, IN THECOUNTT OF AYR; LORD-LIEUTENANT OF THS SAID 
COVNTY ; HEREDITARY SHERIFF OF RENFREW, BAILIFF OF CUN- 
NINGHAM; AND A COUNSELLOR OF STATE TO HIS ROyAL HIOH- 
NESS THE PRINCE OF WALES IN SCOTLAND. 

*' OARDEZ BIEtf." — Mot. 

1 HIS family is undoubtedly of Freiich, and most probably of 
Nonoan extraction. A Roger de Montf^merie, being re- 
lated to Duke William, was placed in a high and confidential 
post at the battle of Hafitings, having commanded the first line 
ctf the Conqueror's army which engaged on that fatal day* 
which, for a time, annihilated Saxon liberty, and introduced 
in its stead all the most rigorous provisions of the feudal 
system. The event just alluded to, of course entitled him and 
his followers to large possessions in England, which they seem, 
however, iu the sequel, either to have abandoned or fm^eited. 

Philip de Montgomerie, repairing to Scotland during the 
reign of Henry I., obtained a grant of lands in Renfrewshire, 
and appears to have settled there. His gallant descendant, 
Sir .fohn Montgomerie, or Montgomery, of Eg^lestone, dis- 
linguighea himself greatly during the wars of the Borders. 
It wtb he who, in 1S88, at the battle of Otterbuni, took pri- 
soner the valiant Percy, sumamed " Hotapiir," with his own 
hand, after he had killed the Earl of Douglas, and mortally 
wounded the £arl of Moray. For the ransom of this cde- 
brated warrior he ^lacted the building of the pastle of Punn- 
vow, in the lordship of Eggleston. 

Anotbn* idember of this family having married the daugh- 
ter and heir ef Sir Hugh I^lintoim, by Giles, daughter of 
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Walter, Lord Steward of Scotland^ and sister to King Ro- 
bert If., the baronies of Eglintoun and Aq,drossaii were thu 
brought iiito the fiunily as her portion. From this alliance 
proceeded Hugh, who was created Earl of Eglintoun by Queen 
Mary; and one of his immediate descendants, who bore the 
same name * and title, was shot a few years since 1^ Duncan 
Campbell, an exciseman, in consequence of a rash, itl^;al, 
and arbitrary act, ag^ngt a man wbo stood on his defence, and 
would not be disarmed- 

Hugh Earl of Montgomery, of whom we are now to treat, 
'was bom abgut the year 1.7*8. On the demise of Archibald, 
the eleventh Earl, in 1796, he succeeded to all his titles, and 
most of the family estates. Before this period, he was known 
only as Mr. Montgomery of Goylesfield; and he afterwards 
inherited the honours, &c., in consequence of his descent from 
the Hon. Colonel James Montgomery, fourth son of Alex- 
ander, aixth Earl of Eglintoun. 

l.ong before Uie title had devolved on him, be married 
his cousin Eleenora Hamilton, by whom he had Lord Mont- 
gomery, who became a Major-General in the army. 

In 1806, His Lordship wa^ created "a peer of the united 
kiiigdotn, by the style and tille of Baron AndroBsan. He tq>- 
pears to have been a friend to the claims of the Catholics, 
baring voted for going into a committee to consider of the 
same. 

The Earl died at Eglintoun Castle, in Scotland, in the 
month of June, 1817, when he had attfuned about 70 years of 
age. His grandson, by an intermarriage between the late Lord 
Montgomery and Mary, daughter of Archibald, the 'eleventh 
£acl, by his Countess, (formerly Miss Twisden,) succeeds to 
his titles and estates. 
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R. G. HOGAN, Eee^ 0.CL. 

LATK CHIKT JUSTICE OF TUX COLOKY OF SIERBA LBONB. 

^B. H<^an was bom in the north of Irelaod, in 1774, and 
not only received a hberal education, but obtained the highest 
honours that an university can bestow. His &nuly had bem 
long settled at Rathcormick in the county of Cork, and while 
his brother chow the profesuon of arms, he addicted himself to 
the more profitable career of the law. 

His character, conduct, and excellent talents soon obtained 
notice ; and if we are not greatly mistaken, he filled an inferior 
station m the colony of Sierra Leone, before he presided as 
Chief Justice. 

To that post, at the especial request of those who wish to 
vindicate, not only England, but human nature itseU; from the 
Indelible reproach annexed to the slave trad^ was annexed an 
office of a very di^rent kind ; but entirely compatibie with the 
former. This was the Judge of die Vice-Admiralty court, in 
which capacity lie was to decide in the first instance, as to Uie 
c^ore of vessels engaged in that nefarious traffia 

No one better fitted for each a station could have heea chos«ft 
at the present moment, fi>r he was scrupulously and ecauciai- 
tioualy hostile to the enormities accompluiying slavery of all 
kinds and d^ees. 

On this oecasicm, be ancceeded Il(d}ert Thorpe, Esq, LL. D. 
in both situations, and notwithstanding the quarrd of the latter 
gentleman with the Afiican Institution*, there can be no doubt 
but ibat his dedBions, during the time h^ preuded ia the 

* SM>ktMtuW.WUb(i&K*iEH[„«io. iei9,vUb thirty tndnjauijn. 
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Viee-Atlmiradty Coort, mrclu^l}! fiundly to fhe best inte' 
Bdts of hiini^%. 

-: While M^. Hogan -WBS iolfilliiig tbe duties of bb atitiou widi. 
raceB^ibuy.zral^ ' fbrtitade, aad integii^; he'iraa raddeaL; cut: 
off bf the- tliaeaiGH incideBt.to/x peBtitsntiid oUnute^ ia^tiw 
forty-second year of his age, after he hadiexeniKdliisiihDC^ 
Iioo» But aifCTT short miai4«.,.. , . ,:,:-'■ .,.',.;;■■-. 



The Right Hon, 
JOHN PRENDERGAST, Viscodnt ©ORT,' 

OF THE KINOOOM OF IRELAVD ; SABON KILTARTON ; A ODVERNOR 
OF TQS COUNTY i CHAMBBRLAIN FOR THE CITY OF LIMERICK ) 
ASD COLOHEL OB THE MILITIA. 

"VtNClT VERITAS." — Mot. 

X HE Smyths are supposed to have settled in Ireland during 
. the reign of Charles I., a period at wHch a number of r£i4>ect- 
able English femilies were induced to repair thither, for the 
purpose of efl«cting a permanent establishment, both for them" 
selves and their posterity. They afterwards enriched their 
descendants, or at least, greatly added to their ori^pnal fbrtuoea 
by means of church leases, ' 

Mr.'Smyth was born in 1741- In ootuequence c^hispror 
perty in the immediate vicinity, he possessed influence suffi- 
cient to represent the caty of Limerick in Parliament, of 
which one of his anceatora had been bishop in 1695, and he 

* W'UliuB Sm^ TO conMCnltd Bbihap o( Killilvin 16B1, and died Kihop 
of Kilmora ia mv. Thomai uodier bnnch oFtfalt un« fkmily, «ms 8iihe|i of Lim«- 
tiok ; Bil'M'4 "u Blthop uf Down, nA Afthnr, Aidibuhnp of Dublin ud Primaia 
oflraUnd. 

DBS 
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LORD VISCOUNT OOST. 



also became CbBmberlain to the corporation^ His^ * nephew 
and successor, at the same time, was nominated Colond of the 
militia, raised there in 1 797> at the head of which he distin- 
guished himself greatly during the unhap|)y disturbances sfte^ 
wards prevalent in that country; and finally became M. P. 
also for the same place. ' 

In 1810, Mr. John Prendergast Smyth was created Baron 
Kiltarton ; and daring the regeaey was advanced to the dignity 
erf* Viscount Gort. He possessed Lough-Cooter castle, and a 
considerable estate adjoining in Galway, but he died at Gort in 
the same county, May 22, 1817, in the seventy-sixth year of 
bis age. 

In consequence of this event, his titles and estates devolve on 
the Right Honourable Charles Vereker, to whom they were 
granted in reminder. 

■ Colowl Charitt Venker Rnt ut in ihe Iriah Houic of Comniaiii in 1 790, uil 
Imcuu ■ Lord of ihcTmni>7, ■nd then ■ ?rhj CoonMlIor. Ir 1798, he txhihiird 
great ikill ind bravcrr In in tiixrk iiii i1if> French iroopi, who tud beta joined b^ the 
■juurgcnuj andlhc molloof " Caloanj" hn been kddcd to hi* vnu bj mj of run' 
mentonting both ihc place uij ihi ujrfoit. 
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PART II. 
NEGLECTED BIOGRAPHY; 

ORIGINAL LETISRS, PAEKIS, Ik. 



Sia JAMES MACDONALD, Babt. 

OP SLATK IN THI ISLI 07 SKYt 
COMUOKLY CALLED " THK SCOTTISH MARCBLLUS." 

1 HE Macdonalds of Sl&te, one of whom has been ennobled in 
the person of the late Lord Macdtmold ', in consequence of a 
pat^it Irom his present Majesty, creating him an Irish Baron, 
are allowed to be a very andent, and at one period, were a very 
powerful ^unily. Douglas, and Walter Scott, have both given 
authentic testioiony to this fact; and it appears from than, that 
there existed many feuds, equally sanguinary and ridiculous, 

■ Thii "la Sir Alcunder Mudonild, nbo nbuiacd i pumi u > pwf of Ircluid, 
bjibc tiile ur Lord Micduuld o{ Slu«, Jdj J7, 17 76; ind died Scptcnbci-ig, 
179$. He «■■ the lecoiid ion of Sir Jamci Micdoiuld of Oroouy, the listh btiunel 
af tbit luiau) and tuceecded teihe tkle on the dtmiwof hU aUeR.biMKM, ibrilln- 
iiioai Sii Jaiao, «hn u the lubject of tbit brief tMoroir. 

Tilt Highi HaumrablE Sir Arcliibald Mudonild, But. > tbe ihitd >oa, Ku apcat. 
hummu child, not being born uniil 1747. He-i> *lill alive, and tiler filling the high 
(tfcea td SdUcttor, and Attonnj'Qfinifil, wM appaiaittl L(*d Cbitf Barou uf thi 1^~ 
cbtqucrin 17V3. U* bat Uieljr ntind iroin tbc btneb. 
on 3 
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about the d^cate paint of praxSeruj/, among ibe different 
branches of thia iftLriike ract!. As usual, however, the weight 
of property finally preponderated, and the " lainU of Slale," 
having the largest share of territory, it of course followed, 
that they alone^ in process of time, began to be considered as 
the Intimate chieftains. 

If we are to credit tradition, they are of Norw^ian, not of 
Caledonian race, being descended from Someriand Thane of 
tirgi^ whtr is eaid to have' acquired^- wktem Islands, 
by his marriage with Elfrica, or Rachel, daughter of Olaus, 
the saarthy, king of Man. Certain it is, that this Toparch, 
or rmUlet, who ^afterwards, assumed the pMnpous denomin- 
ation of king of the Isles, invaded Scotiand about the year 
11^4; but being slain In 4e attempt, and his descendants 
proving utterly incapable of er^i supporting thar own iade- 
pendeoc^ they were at last obliged to acknowledge themselves 
subjects to the raonarch wfao then swayed the Scottish sceptre. 

It appears, that Angus, who modestly termed liims^ tmly 
"Lord of .the IsIdSj'Vaffiirded an hospttshte . asylum in his 
casUe ti Dunav^c^, to the fpsUaJlt Robert, Bruce^ during his 
adversity. A disputed succession having a^erwards endued, in 
ccxisequence of attaint for treason, James V. r^sed to grant 
powession tft the bead, ^f s^ch . a anmerons, wailike, and 
." troublesoiQe" clian ; but Ptmal^ Oorme Macdonald,. iras 
reinstated: by Qij^eii -I4Ary, in the lands of Slate; and one of 
Jus suQp^ast^ WW creatfdi.-.a tarsioet of J^ova Scotffl, by 
iCbarl^ 2, . "Xhis. circu^t^Qi^ douhtlesB aontribated to attach 
the fap^ity,^ fi^; royal cfi|UAei>Q<l U. accordingly took part 
ajjainst the JSpglish parliament. ,, 

Sir Donald, the fourth baronet, having unadvisedly engaged 
in the rebellion of- 1715, was attaintedr but Sir Alexander 
Macdoilald.of Slate, refusing to join the grandson of James II„ 
in 1745* in conaeqtteDceof the influence, and intervention of 
the Lord President Forbes, was thus prevented from sharing 
in the ruin, that attached to the devoted followers of the House 
-t^ Stuartj It is of his iBUnediate descendant we now propose 
to treat. 



■dpyGooglc 



3m JAMES MACDOMALD, BART. 40? 

, ., ^r Jaqies,, the ^est son of Sir Alexander Macdonald, jut 
;igaentioiied, by Lady Mwgaret Mont^;oBi^, was bom is 

1.741.. From bia in&ncy, he disopvered a portion of ge^tte 
^d abilities scanxly ever evinced before at the .eame eafig 
period of life. Like Marcelliu, he was only produced, lMnr<- 
i^er, for a moment to the eye of admiration ; and like Cn^ 
Um, onbappily but few authentic traces are left cf hi* pccfgraB 
and improvonent. ' 

, Afier recdving the nidimaits of education at bom^ h« 
.^xhibited an earnest desire t»repur to .En^aod, for tbe pap- 
poie <^ completing his studies. 

The father of Sir James having died in 1746, his mother, 
Lady Margaret Macdonald, at length ccmiplied with his moat 
earnest solicitations, and he was accordingly sent to Eton. So 
r^id had been his progress, and lo precodous was bis goiius, 
that Dr. Barnard, in a very short time, actually placed him at 
the head of his class, f His conduct too, proved bo exemplary, 

* " He wtt," nyi Mn. Eliitbelh Cuter, " one of the motl anuanfimij jaiag 
man I rvcr knew. Re itirdisd ytiy bird, wu ■ tcholir ind ■ muhemuiclui ; anil y«t 
Bt nuly I htn hend bim talk frhh * knowtolgi dF tht woiid, whicb ona would not 
hftva axpec^d to bur, hut frDrn the aperkeiua of age. 

" He had great and noble fcbenwi for the ciriliiulon and impiOTenent of hit own 
eoontry ; and ifptUtA Ufion the wbole to be one of ihoie nipeiiot ipiriti whiiJi leenad 
fanned to ahoH how tit the povera «( liuciunilj no extend." See Pavdnglm'i Ljft tf 
Mrt. Carta, voL ii. p, IGB. 

■f " I recollect one itriking mtlaiKa of the acnleDCn.Md ijnril of Dr. Btniaid. 
When the ble Sir Jamai Macdonald airited It £tan, he. had do coDBCaioni to recom- 
mend him ; andhecouUnoimtkea vcne,th>t Ii, he mnted a pointlndiapentiblendth 
(It, to a certun raok in out ijtteia. - But iliii. wontfeifnl bojj having utiiGed the nwler 
that ha wai an admirable aoholar and . fpHtiied of geniiw, wu at once placed at the 
head of a remove, or form ; and Barnard mi, ' Boja, I am going to pal orer jour 
. haada a hoj who rannol write a reiae, and 1 do not care whether be tmr will be a jioel 
or no; but IwUl tnut him in your faaadti- fin I know ttj bDja,and bow generoni ihay 

" Here b j the wt^, to tindicate the tinplirit^r, it wai not anij in general lanciiaiMd 
bjour t|ii^lta)Knt,bat ti waaununMid-bjtaiagulirliatan intlieebaiasmof ihii 
boy, hiiDMlf. HtwiwiMd'itlMfnIn.at laainun*! tried lui-poweri) aod perceiving 
that be could not riie above h» ilvila in Virgil, Ovid, or the I,^n of Home, he took 
uplh* jemvuti frcprior« and ibere overahadowed Ul hh MinpeiilBra.' Togini JODV Mut 
.cw^nion af<hia |)a*tn. In ihatlioa, aiichAaw thhaaef • bo}, I willqnoie apai- 
•age.nAidi daiarifcw thti h wa hai rfiwa » ww i« * < ar , with a mqdi wibliit^tj which tnni 
Hsca»lnt».ViisU: . - 

on i 
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Hi the same time, that he is said never to have been once 
punished, or'eVen r^reheiided. A pane of glass belonging to 
the window of ooe of the inhabitants, happening to be broken, 
when he was present, all the boys then on the spot were 
doomed to suffer ; but Mr. Combe, a writer of some celebrity, 
who is still alive, although absent and consequently excluded 
from the proscription, generously stepped forward ajid took the 
guilt ae well ns the infliction, upon himself. - 

Of his early proficiency the following is a specimen of what 
he was enabled to achieve, when only in the seventeenth year 
of his age. 

Ad Predericum Srcundum Pruma Regem. 
(a. D. 1758.) 

" Ergo insolent! sanguine nobiiem 
Vindex subactis abdidit hostibus, 
Lsseque libertatis ultor 
Deposuit FVedericuB ensem. 
At aon inert! Principis otio 
Laoguescit ardor; mox vehementior 
Erumpet, adversasqne turmas 
Austriadum gravjore casu 
Contundet Herog. . Sic ubi murmura 
Cessant parumper, qui gemit horridum 
^tniea rupes, aut Vesevi 
Culmina fiammivomi colonos 
Vicina terrent ; jam violentior ' 
MotuB refectis viribus ingruit, 
Et pestis improvlsa latfe 

Depofiitum ingeminat furorem. 



•■ Jam Jtm^caHl, abrigiu rtatriK, 

BrigHnr lapMym, nfraAm, ptrju^ atra milal.*' 

(ru cnr diibg anj mod picitinique .' 

' *• Thii pniUgf, th« jmug AfansUw of hh dij, it the Uninniij toi ibnwt, ^*> 
dM world unrance of pie-emiiicat ptit and poircr* when imAi lodc liitt 6am ua." 
LiT.AHEcYol.VIlL 
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Tu doctus audis, nee (ibi eimpticem 
Nectit coronam Pallas; at infpjs 
- Per bella qunm sensere turmte, 

Et calami decuere dextram. 
Pubes quid acru, te duce, gen«rit, 
Quid ipse victor, tu spolia incl^ta 
Digne, triumph&tumque Galium, et 

Saxonidis data jura dices. 

Nee te moretur Pieridum cohora,' 

Ad anna Mavors si vocet integran ; 

I, Victor ingens, i, triumphis 

Perge novis decorare &stos." 

Here follows a sample of what he accomplished at a Jitde 
later period of his life: 

Virga Awrea, 
■ (A.I..1765.) .. 

" Apta neci, vitaque patens, somDique ministra' 

Dicitur aligeri virga fuisse Dei : 
Necmol^ (majestas ne desit regia) versu 

Sceptrigeruin pinxit quisque poeta Jovem, 
Terrigenaa sceptro victor fudisse Gigantas 

Fertur, et in Siculis iDtumulasse jugis. 
A Jove nutritigestaat Jovis arnia; tyroDois 

Imponunt facilem regia sceptra DOtam. 
^nean mirK fretuin tutamioe virgte 

Duxit ad Elysias casta Sibylla domos : 
Visa JroDde Cbaron cymbam veoientibuB ofiert, 

Et fera tergemini concidit ira canis. 
Ferre pedum gestit pastor, quo claudit ovile, 

Gramineoque vagas monte coercet oves. 
Fulcit utnimque latus, teretique inttiza bacillo 

loTalidum finbat tarda senecta gradus. 
Utiliter baculum muUIatos sustinet artuSi 

Ne careat facUi debilia Irus ope. 
Fida comes aacris adbibetur virga, ailentes 

Versat ubi magioo cei^ite saga doles. 



,y Google 



410 SIS JAUXa HACDONAlSj BART* 

'Nee minor ect hodievenennds gnitia virgie, 

Illadecti doctVOf pondmetannB, nfannm. 
Siiggerit ills iwU nttmraros et dulcia v^ti 

Cannins, nmineA, muaajuvaturope. 
Nuda licet, - foliis orbata, nee ardua jactet 

Bractua> oec nmltaw dives inwuct huaium ; 
Se4 t^men hmc PoUm, Muuequa tueatur : Apollo 

Creditur hiuc lauros poBdtabuisse suas. 
Betula, dulcfl decui Demork, regiaaqtie sUvx 

Us^ue f«MB domiuD vimiDX digst too." 

Sir James appears io. have renudned at Eton for scTenl 
years. He then wA out on liis travels, and was received every 
lAere, by tlw learned^ with that 'distinciion so justly dt& to 
his unrivalled talaits. At Rom^ in particnlar, gre^ honouis 
were pdd him, by several of the Cardinals ; and he died in 
that city in 1766, whoi only 25 years old ! His remains 
were accompanied by all tbeBnglish, Scotch, and Irish, them 
reudent in that part of Italy ; and it is greatly to be lamoited 
that Ate materials are so scanty fortbe life of a youth, who in 
person, learning, and talents, seans to have realised all the 
marvdlout accomplishments attributed to his countryman, 
" the admiraWe Crichton !" 
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The VEttt E£v. WaLIAM VINCENT* D.D. 

LATE DKAN Ot WtSTUINSTER. 

ijw this respectable divine aod eminent scholar, A copious 
menuHr has been already given in Vol, I. p, I2i, It is with 
great pleasure that the Editor now subjoins the inscription on 
the monument recently erected to his memory in Westnunster- 
AbWy : — 

Hie requiescit 

Qaod tnortale est 

GuLnciMt Vincent ; 

Qui puer 

' Sub dAntAs hujiuoe peitetralibug 

' ' - Eautrituj ; 

Mox 

PoBt studia Academica confeeta 

Unde obiit reversus, 

Atque ex uno Pneceptonim gradu 

Surnmum Adeptust 

Decanatu taodem hujusce Ecclesia: 

(Quam unico delixit) 

Decoratus est. 

Qttalujiteril vita, tttidiU, morihut! 

Lapis tepulchmlit taceat. 

■ Ortug ex hmesU Btirpe VinceDttorum 

De Shepy. in agro LeiceatrieDsii 

Natus Londini Novembria secundo 17d9t 

Denatus DecembrisSIino 

1815. 

Copy of an ori^nal and very interesting letter from Dr. Vin- 
cent, in London, to Alexander Henderson, Esq., of Edin- 
bur|^ with whom he ke^ up a long and nninterropted corres- 
pondotce during stHiie years. 
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, "Dear Sir, 

" I should not g«t through ted books on the progresB of vir- 
tue in ten months, — but wherever I have opraied the book, I 
find tbe numbers flowing, and the images agreeable. * 

* • * • My own taste in regard to di- 

dactic poems is, I suppose, vicious, — for, excepting the Geor- 
gjcs of Virgil, I never got through a whole poem of this sort 
in my Ufe. • • • • * * 

" Sermons, I never published any but such as - I was 
under the necessity of printing for the publick occasions on 
which they were preached, or one or two, from some censure of , 
their contents which I thought; it right to r^iel. With a 
powerful voice, a fluent delivery, and a good manner, several 
hare pleased an audiencf; but thou^ I had bestowed all 
the pains on them that the autljects deserved, and all the ' 
divinity I was master o^ — yet whrai I - came to read other 
men's sermons on the same subjects, 1 have, in many inatnnpjiij 
been so conscious of my inferiority, that I never ventured to 
publish a volume. 

" In short, I believe my credit can only exist as a geographer, 
and that of a peculiar turn, and whether wtikU is Candida or 
candidum, I will not allow you to triumph over my Iqtse. I 
fear many may occur, but, as times go, the work is a good oat. 
Believe me^ 

with much respect, 

your most obedient 

audfiuth&l Servant, 

W. VlHCBMT." 
*^ Deanery, 
March 6, 1813." 
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No. III. 
T. B. HOWELL, Esfi. 

BARRiaTRR AT J,AW, AND EDITOR OF THE STATE THIALI, &C. 

Accompanied by an Original Letter, 

jVIr. Howell was born about the year 1766. His far- 
ther was a gentleman of competent estate, which he did not, 
faowerer, improve by a speculation in houses, burgage-tenurei, 
&C. to obtain a certain . d^ree of influence in a borough in 
his own immediate ndgbbourhood, for the purpose of ac- . 
quiring a permanent seat for his family in parliament. 

His son, Mr. T. 6. Howell, was bred a gentteman-awanioner, 
St Oxford, and having entered himself of Lincoln's Inn, after- 
wards resided in chambers there, which happened to be next to 
those of the late Mr. PercevaL These g^tlem^i lived in 
great intimacy together* and their friendship never suffered 
any edips^ although their .political opinions were entirdy dif- 
ferent. Indeed, if the subject of this brief memoir could have 
accommodated himself to existing circumstances, there can 
be no doubt, but all the honours of the profession would have 
been c^n to him : but his principles were fixed, fmd his int^ 
grity inflexible. 

Having married Miss Long, one of the co-heirs of the 
bsrony of Zouch, he settled in Glouceetershire, was in the 
commission of the peace during many years, for that county, 
and ofiered himself, at one period, as a candidate for the city^ 
He afterwards returned to London, and that place became 
liis cl^ef residence during the remainder of a life which was ter- 
min^ed in 1817, in the 51st- or 52d year of his age. His 
widow still survives him, and by this lady he has had several 
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children; particularly a son, who proouMS to di^iiiguidi him • 
self at a banister. 

Mr. Howell did not practise much as a coansd, bat was 
always deoned an able and judicious lawyer. He was iD> 
duced of late years to superintoid the new edition of the State 
TVials ; and it is allowed 1^ all good judj(es, that he has en- 
riched that work with many colons .aqd yfduable additions. 

Here fdlows the copy of an ori^nal letfer' from T. B. 
Howell, Esq., to Frauds Hargrave^ Esq^ K. C. and Hecorder 
of Lirerpool. 

" Northumberland-Street (Londtai). 
•< Dear Sir, June ^Oth, 1810. 

" I am extremdy gratified by the infbnnalion, that your 
Jtjrisconsidt ExemttUums are to be published ; and partakinc 
of that lively interest concerning them which might be felt by 
every friend to the promotion of l^al knowledge, and the 
dissemination of the best and soundest constituti<Bial doid^ 
trines ; I entreat of you to pardoii the liberty whidi I take 
in suggesting my bop^ that they will be accompanied- hj an 
Index. 

" In die consideratioa d great questions, the vast ct^ous- 
nesB of jour learning, the prc^mdi^ of your reflection, the 
pre^ancy of your imagination, and the tact of your intuitive 
sagadty, enable you at once to discover and to iq>ply, not 
only the- most minute features of resemblance, and the most 
delicat* connections ef analogy, but at the same time tii£ most 
remote and subtie topics which operate, or may be supposed 
to operate in contraversion of such analt^. In shorty the 
ct^ency of your mind presses into the service of trath wliat- 
ever is citable of inforctng conviction, "iieact it bi^)pieds, 
that your disquiffltions, besides esitausting the leaminfl^ ingi' 
naity, and eloquence applicable inunedirtdy to their respective 
stil^eGts, afibrd most interesting and valuable illuBtratitHS to a 
variety of dependant propositions, and to a number cX law 
prin^des^ and of law cases, iii which those "liroixwitions a«e 
involved, or with which they are conitected. Mudi, tha«- 
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fore, is to be ibuDd of moat importaDt matter in ereiy page of 
your disquisitionB, to which the title can ffve no direction or 
intimation to any person who does not poasess (and who does 
possese ?) your comprehensive mind, and the feculty of exercia- 
iog it as you have done. 

" Without an Index, therefor^ your mort valuable work will, 
04 it.appearatome, becauch.lesauae&l thanit would be with 
the aid of that mechanical supplement. 

" I know not how sufficiently to excuse myself for the hberty 
I have thus taken. Indeed, unless you will accept my anxiety 
for the e^ecl of your work, I can only allege your dTilttieK to 
me: and I fear I make, by this intrusion, but a s<MTy return- 
for tliem. I trust, however, you do me the justice to be assured, 
that I am, dear Sir, 

Your veiy obligedi 
,, . and respectfid Servant, 

T. B. HbwELX." 



,y Google 



( 416 ) 



Rev. CHARLES BURNEY, D.D. LL.D. F.R. and A.S. 

. . . &c. &c 

Xhx death of this reapectabl^ divine, and yery eminent 
schoUr, has produced no small d^ree of grief and sorrow, 
on the part of all those connected with the republic of let- ~ 
ten, of which he was an omam^it. 

[In coQBequaice of this melancholy incident having occurred 
at the close of the preceding year, it was impossible to com- 
pose a memoir of him, (or the present vglume ; but one shall 
certainly appear in the next.] 
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RECENT BIOGRAPHICAL WORKS. 



No. L 

"MiMOIRS OP THE PRIVATE AND PUBUC IJFB OF WILLIAM 

PENN. — Br Thomas Clarkson, M. A. — 2 vols. Svo. 

Xhis life of a cdebrated charact^, a fiunoUB author, an acute 
theologian, and a diatingiuBhed le^uslator, » writt^ by 
a man entitled, aiao,' to respect and applause. It \ras the 
latter who so ably and disinterestedly advocated the rigbis (^ 
humani^, on the question relative to nc^pro slavery; and it is 
bei- vho now pourtrajrs the life, abd opiniods, and adventuzes 
at'tL pexsoa, unexamplad in the acnals of modem times. 
' The Penns a{^ear to have been seated, finir' or five eai- 
turies ago, at a village of the same nam^ in the hundred of 
Bamlum, BncUoghamshire. William was bom on Tower- 
IhOt London, October 14, 1644. He received the first 
rudiments c£ his edoeation at Chigwell in Eseeat; thmce he 
was removed to a flchool on Tower-Hill, neu the town resi* 
dence of his fiunily; and at the age of fifteoi, became s 
number of Christ-Church, Oxford. He appean^ to have 
imbibed -new and nngnlar ideas ■concramiog religtcnit in con- 
TQI-II. «K '(.•:. 
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sequence of the preaching of Thomae Loe, a laynjan of the same 
University, who had become a Quaker. This circumstance, 
rendered his early career rather unfortunate; for he was not 
only expelled, and fined for non-conformi^ ; but actually 
turned out of doors by his own father. Admiral Sir William 
P^im, a great favourite at the court of Charles II. The lat- 
ter, however, at the entreaty of a fond mother, forgave his 
son ; and soon after sent him to the continent. He resided 
60me time at Paris, and although of a sect that usually dis- 
claimed even defensive war, he drew his sword on being at- ' 
tacked, aXid after a conSict, first disarmed, then spared the'Ufe 
of his adversary. i 

On his return from abroad, Mr. WiUiam Penn became a 
student of Lincoln's Inn; in 1666-7, he was sent to Ireland, 
to look afl«r a family estate ; and was there imprisoned for a 
short time, in consequence of attending a Quakers' meeting 

In 1668, he began to preach in {England, and was soon 
after sent -tq, the Tower, on account of his religious observ- 
ances. In 1670, he was committed to Newgate, for a, sermon 
deUvered by him in Grace-Church Street ; and on his trial at 
the Old Bailey, exhibited great l^ral knowledge, accompanied 
with much persond' intrepidity,' during a dispute with Howel, 
the Recorder : this was followed by an -acquittal, in con- 
sequence of the firmness of the juiy. Notwithstanding that, 
he was once'more committed to Newgate, and on this, as on 
Ibrm^r occa^ons, employed his time in writing controverdal 
tracts. In 1672, he mairied an amiable and respectaUe lady, 
with wh(aii he settled at Rickmansworth ; and when, the 
government became more ^lightened, toleruit, and liberal, 
we find him ^igaging in great and noble concerns. . So early 
as 1676, Mr. Penn became a manager of proprietary con- 
cerns in New Jersey ; uid having divided that immense 
country into two separate portions ; he drew up a constitution, 
aiid -invited settlers.' In, 1679, he' assisted Algernon Sidney, 
IB his contest for the borough of Guilford; in 1680, he 
solioited Charles H. for a grant of certain lands in North 
America, by way of composition for the debt, due by govern- 
Qi«it to his father, who was now dead; in 1681, be became 
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a proprietor of ELast New Jersey,- ^erW&rds qamed-PennByl- 
vania, by the King; and coininenced a settlement thc^e. ■' 
■ The plan of his new constitution had ^r its object, we are 
told, " to support power in reverence with the people, and to 
secure the people from the abiiae of power, that th^ may 
be free by their just obedience, and the magistrates honour- 
able for their just administration; for hberty without obe- 
dience is confusion, and obedience without Uberty is slavery." 
In' 1682,T this good, intrepid, and amiable Quaker, visited 
Pennsylvania, and convoked the first assembly of that province! 
He then vjsited the interior oi the country, had frequent in- 
terviews with the Indians; indemnified them for their lands; 
founded the city of Philadelphia, and beheld the woods every- 
where levelled, and the country fiist peopling with inhabitants. 
At the end of two years, he revisited England, where,'bn 
account of his &Tour with James U., he was considered as s 
" Papistand Jesuit." He now interceded with that monarch 
in, behalf of John Locke; and entered into an interesting cor- 
respond^ice with Tillotson. Such now was hb influence, that 
be had a great share in obtaining the " Toleration act." 

On the Revdution, ' some fears were entertained of Mr. 
Pain, on account of his personal attachment to the abdicated 
monarch.. Soon after this epoch, he was very unjustly de- 
prived of his government, by King William, but afterwards 
restored -in 1699 ; on which he undertook a second voyage to 
America. He now opened the way ibr the abolition <^ negro 
slavery, and rectified the various disorders that had crept into 
the government, during his absaice. In 1701, he returned 
to his native country, and after encountering a varie^ of 
hardships and di£Bcu1ties, during which he was obliged to 
mwtgage his province, for a paltry sum ; hediedat Rusfacomb} 
on theSOtb of July 1718. : 

" It appears," we are tnHA, " that he was tall in statuR^ 
and of an athletic make. He delighted when young, in manly 
sports. In maturcr years, he was inclined to corpulency, but 
using a great deal of exercise, he was very active with it.' 
His appearance at this tim^ was that (^ a fine portly man. 

££2 
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yVe batve no poitTBit takai of him while alivft ^vuiw 
Bevan, a duBOBt of- «Bmaice in Londoot who, wfaoi young 
h«d known him Wel^ ;took gl%at pains to&nn a bwt of him, 
MiAe' timtf after hii decease, in which he was aasiated by others 
fiuniliu'ly ao^ainted with him, and having made three 
copies of it, he sent one of than to James I^igan of I^iilft^ 
ddphia. 

' " William Fczm, wad veiy neat, thoi^i plain in his dress. 
He wvUted geaera&y with a cane. He was very neat alio in 
his pcnon, and had » great avflru<Hi to the nseef tobacco. 
William Penn is said to have' possessed fine taloits, and £Sr 
John Bliodes, says, that he was qualified fin* a high station in 
lift^ by very bright and axcelloit parts, and these cultivated 
and in^HTOved by the advantage of a very liberal education, 
aid also polished by travelUng abroM^ and 1^ conversation 
with some of the greater mm ih» age produced. 

**'He was inde&tig^le as a minister of the gospel, and 
used,', ^ile i^eaching^ language the meat simple, and easy 
to be mtdentood; and he had a biqii^ way of explaining 
himself try hnages tfa£ most familiar. He was of sudi hmnility, 
Hut he used generally to sit at the low«t end of the space 
allotted to ministers, always taking care to place above himself 
poor; ministers, and those who appeared to him to be pecn- 
liaify gifted." 

it would be unnecessary here, to estimate the wor^ c£ 
WilliaSl' P^D, as a legislator, a governor, or a propriMw of 
f^nsylvaniai as his diarurter is well ^nown, and ftiUy de- 
liivatted in resjwct to iJI these points, Inthe wtytk mm raider 
cemMeration: But it may not be uniMcenary to observe, 
tlist:' his bii^nq^Mr appears not only to have been at great 
pains to obtain access bo ctiriAis and oH^nal document^ 
but has rescued the name of diis celibrated Quaker, from all 
tite ridicnlous, as well as mahcioas charges, brou^t against 
him by his enemie*. 
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No. II. 

Memoirs of the Lifk and. Wbitings of BENJAMIN 
FRANKLIN, L;..D. F.R.S. &c Minibter Plenipoten- 

TIABY FROM THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AT TBB 

CoDRT OF France, &c. &c. Weiiten by Himself to a 

UlTB period, and continued TO the TIME OF HIS DEATH, 

BY HIS GRANDSON, WlLLIAM TeMPLE FrANKLIH. NoW 

flltST PUBLISHED FROM THE ORIGINAL MSS. 

X HE life of Dr. Franklin is peculiarly calculated, in a variety 
of points of view, to follow that of his great precursor WilUam 
Penn. Their career, in many respects, was similar; ttusir 
objecte and pursuits nearly the same; they both c<mtriboted, 
although perhaps in an unequal d^;ree, to the happiness and 
prosperity of the Trans-Atlantic Continent j and each has left 
an impression of the most lasting gratitude on the minds of the 
inhabitants. 

Benjamin Franklin was born at Boston in New Fngland, 
January 1 7, 1 706. His pn^oitors lived originally at Ecton, 
a little village, which we believe, is about six miles distant 
&om Northampton, where they possessed a freehold estate of 
about thir^ acres. 

■ " Our humble fiunfly," observes he " early embraced the 
rdbraied religion. Our forefathers continued protestanta 
through the t&gri of Mary, when they were sometimes in 
danger of persecuti<Hi, on account of their ze^ against popery. 
They had an English Bibl^ and to conceal it and place it in 
safoty, it was listened open with tapes under and within the 
cover (^ a joint stool. When my great-grand&ther wished to 
read it to his &inily, he placed the jomt stool on faia knee^ 
and then turned ove' the leaves under the tapes. One of the 
children stood at the door to give noUce if he saw the appari- 
tor coining who was an oiEcer til the Spiritual Court. In 
IE S 
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that cos^ the stool was turned down again upon its feet, where 
the bible remained concealed under it as before." 

Notwithstanding a very numerous family, his father Josiah, 
not only sent Benjamin to school at eight years old, but in- 
tended to devote him " as the tithe of his sons to the service of 
the church." However, the narrowness of his father's circum- 
stances having prevented this; at the age of ten he was taken 
home to assist in the business of a tallow-chandler and b soap- 
boiler. He himself wished to become a sailor ; hut it was at . 
length determined that he should be a printer. 

Soon after this, he betook himself to a v^table' diet, by 
' which he saved one half of the money allowed for his board ; 
and he found his ^prehensions much quicker in consequence 
of temperance in eating and drinking. With his savings he 
bought books ; and at the same time finding on trial, he did 
notexcel in poetry, betook himself to pros^ a circumstance 
which contributed not a little to bis future admncement. 

Meanwhile, his brother treated him with great harshness ; 
and being passionate he beat him frequently ; in fine, his ^>- 
prenticeship appeared the most horrid species of servitude to 
Benjamin: " Perhaps this harsh and tyrannical treatment of 
m^ might be a means of impressing me with the aversion to 
arbitrary power, that has stuck to me through my whole life." 
The young man accordingly took the earUest opportunity to 
repur to Philadelphia, where in consequence of his small 
stock of money he did not think it prudent to treat himself 
with a dinner, but " made a meal of .dry bread I" Having 
obtained employment as a journeyman, he remained in this 
. city, during some time, and was noticed by Sir William Keith, 
the (3ov«Tior of the Province; but this great man, who was 
^n unbeliever, deceived him in the most base and cmd man- 
ner ; . and he at Iraigth began to doubt the morality of all free- 
dunkers. . 

In a short time a^r this Mr. Franklin repaired to England, 
fiid arrived in London, I>ec. 24,1724. He worked at his 
trade, first at Palmer's printing-house, in Bartholomew-close» 
V^re he ctmtiiiued iiear s year; aqd happening to be em-» 
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ployed .on a new edition of WoUaston's " Rdigion o£Nature,f' 
he himself wrote a Uttle metaphysical piece, by way of answer, 
entitled ',' A Dissertation on Liberty and Necessity, Pleasure,- 
and Pain." This produced his introdui^on to the celebrated 
Dr. M andeviUe, author of the "Fable of the;Bees,". a."most 
fiicetioUs entert^ning companion ;" as frell as to Dr. Pember-r 
ton, who promised to present him td Sir Isaac Newton. Sir 
llans Sloane, hearing that h^ had a purse made of asbfistos, 
invited the young man to his house, in Bl6omsbury-squar^ 
showed him &11 his ciiriositi^, and having persuaded him to 
add this to their number, paid him.'handsomely for it. ' 

He next worked at Watts's priuting-hous^'near LincolnV 
Inn-Fields; and ^though called .the Water American, on ac- 
count of his sobriety, yet proved. himself ior more strong, aa 
well as more industrious, than those yho drank beer. . Here 
he became a l^jiialator and a man of influence ; .'for he not only 
proposed to. make some new taws in their ^'chapel V' but 
actually passed them in spite of all opposition. In coose- 
cjuence o( his example too, ' many of his . companions not only 
^.' left off their muddling bredkfast of beer, brewl, and cheese," 
but actually substituted a "porringer of hot ; waterrgriiel, . 
sprinkled with pepper, crumbled with bread, and a bit of butter 
in.i^ (br!the price of a pint of porter, viz. three balance. 
I^ts was a more comfortable, as well as a cheaper break&st^ 
and* kept tbeir heads dearer. Those who continued sotlijig 
with their beer all day, were often, by not paying, out of-all 
credit at the' ale-hoiise, and used to make interest witl^ me," 
adds he, " to get beer ; their light, as they phrased it^ being 
out" 

In 1 736, Mr. IVanklin returned to America, and landing . 
at Philaddphia, found Kdth, who had been superseded, walk- 
ing about tite streets as a common citizen ; and learned at the 
same time, that his old swe^heart, Miss Read, whom he after- 
livard^ married, had 'got a husband of al very worthless charac- 
ter. After serving some time in a store, or warehouse, he re- 
urned'to his original businesa;; soon became known and.re- 
' * AMOsUy of wnikBicnia ipriathigHiffiot. - -' 
■ Si' 
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q>ected on account of his character as tndl' as induBtry. And 
trhsa the paper-motuy was issuecl, ke ditptayed a Tery superior 
degree of ingenuity in sketching and engraving the borders 
for the notes, conducting the letter-press, and when in want of 
**. sorts," as no letter-foundry then existed on that contiiieot^ 
be used types as punchemis, and struck the matrices iti lead. 
He also made his own printing ink, &c. 
; On the occasion just alluded to, Mr. Franklin formed an 
acquaintance with most of the principal pea^le in the province ; 
accordingly the Judges, the SurTe}roT-General, and many 
Members of the Assembly became his Mends, and contributed 
BOt a UtUe to his advancement in life. 

- Nearly at the same time he formed a club, under the name 
of the " Junto." With the members he discussed various 
points c^ morals, politice, and natural philosophy ; essays also 
^r* c<Mnposed and read ; a president was regularly chosm ; 
and the rules were drawn up with great care by the sutgect e{ 
tia» memoir. Out of this establishment, afterwards arose a 
mbscription library, for which a charter was fiaally dstained ; 
and this proved " the mother of all the Noftk American sub- 
scription libraries, now so numerous." " It is becmne," adds 
he, " a great diing itsd^ and continu^y g6es on sncreaeing : 
these libraries have improved the general conversation t^ tb« 
Americans, madc'^e common tradesmen and fanners as intel- 
ligent as most^utlemen from other countries, and perhaps 
have contributed in some d^ree to the stand so generally made 
throughout the colonies in defence of their privileges." . 

UfiXG ends the first part of the aoth<»^s li^ which was ad- 
dressed to his son, the late Governor Franklin, who took mi 
oppottte part in the political contentions of North America, 
and afterwards recaved a cbnsideraUe penrioh in Enfj^aod, as 
a.loyelist. Fort II, waa commenced afePassy, near Paris, in 
1 784i, after- the author bad obtained a high diplomatic chatac- 
tet, and distingw^ed lumselfnot a little by his discoveries in 
electsicity.^ 

-. Welesm fix>m the latter particn of die work, (hafcat'tbc'time 
he established himcelf in ^nmsylvania, there was not a good 
11 

r,o,:,7i.i.yGoOglc 



DR. BRANEUM. 46t5 

bodcBeller*s ehi^ in any vX the coltmies to dte MBthward of 
Boston. NotwithBt&nding two comp^ton in buHness, and m 
increaai^ &mily, his circumstances improred daily, in conie- 
;quence of his prudence and aseiduity, 

" Reading was the only amuBement I allowed myaeir. I 
sp»t no time in taverns, games, or frolics of any kind ; and 
ray industry in my business continued aa inde&tigable as it 
WM necessary. 

" My ori^al habits of frugality continuing, end my i&Xhet 
having among his instructions to me when a boy, frequently re- 
peated a Proverb of Solomon, ^ See^ thou a man diUgent m Ms 
caitingt he shaU stand before Hn^, he shetU tiot stand b^fin-e mean 
turn;" 1. tbenoe considered industry as a mean of obtaining 
wealth and distinctioD, which encouraged me ; though I did 
not think I should ever literally stand before -kings, whid^ 
howeirer, has since happened ^ for I have stood b^ure- Ry*, 
and evoi had the honour of sitting dowtt with 'one {the King 
of Denmark) to dinner. . . 

" We have an English proverb that says, 

< He that would thrire 
Must ask his wife ;' 

It was hicky for me that I had one as much diqMsed to in- 
- dustry and frugality aa my>el£ She assisted me cheerfully in 
my bunnesa, folding and stitdiing pamphlets, tending d)op,piiiu 
chasing old linen rags for the p^>er-makers, &c. We kept 
no idle servants, our table was plain and simply our furniture 
of the cheapest. For instance, my breakfast was for a long 
time bread and milk, (no tea,) and I ate it out of a two-penny 
earthen porringer, with a pewter cpocHi^ but mark how loX- 
nry will enter families, and make a [U'ogr^s in spite of prio- 
Gifde;. being called one monting to breakfast, I found it in- a 
china bowl, with a spoon of silver, T^ey had been bonght 
for me, without my knowledge by my vnfe, and had cost her 
the enormous sum of three- and-twen^ shillings; for which 
she bad no. other excuse or. ^xilo^ to make, but that she 
tlioii£ht her hoibaDd deserv^ a atr&c q>oon and china bowl 
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at -well as any of his neighbours. TIub vas the first appear- 
aoce of plate and china in our house, which' afterwards, in a 
coarse of years, as our wealth increased, augmented gradually 
to several hundred pounds in value." ' 

Mr. Franklin for many years sabflcribed for the support <^ 
a Presbyterian minister in liiiladelphia. ' This clergyman 
used to visit him sometimeB as a friend, and oo these' occasions 
he always admonished him to attend his " administrations." 
He wa: accordinglypre^led upon to attend for five Sundays 
sucoessivdy; but he proved to be a bad preacher; andbe^ 
sid^^never inculcated or enforced a sin^e moral priiioiple, 
Tlunluog that his -aim was rather' to make the congregatToa 
" Presbyterians than good citizens," he at Itmgth withdrew 
in dis^st, and returned to the use of " a little liturgy, or 
form of prayer, drawn up in 1728, entitled, Articles of Beli^ 
and Acts of Religion." " My conduct might be blameable," 
observes he, " but I leave it, without attempting further to 
raccnse it ; my present purpose being to relate &cts, and not 
to moke apolo^es for them." " About the same time," it is 
added, " I conceived the bold and arduous project of arriving 
at moral perfection .■ I wished to live without conunitting any 
fault at any time, and to conqu^ all %hat either natural inclin- 
ation, custom, or company might lead me into. On the 
whole, though I never arrived at the perfection I had been so 
ambitions of obtaining, but fell tai short of it, yet I was by 
the- endeavour a better and a happier man than 1 otherwise 
should have been, if I bad not attempted it 
- ; " It. may be right my posterity diould be informed, that to 
this litde artifice, (he here alludes to the notes he toc^ of bis 
ctmduct,) with the blesmng of (rod, their ancestor owed 
tb^ .constant felicity of his life, down to the 79th year, in 
which tiiis is written. To Temperatux he ascribes his limg con- 
tihued health, and what ia still left to him of a good ccmsti- 
tution. To Industry and FrugaUfy the early easiness of his 
drciunstancee, and acquisition of his fortune, with all that 
knowledge that tabled him to be an usefol citizen,' and ob- 
tained for him some decree of reputatwn amcmg the leuned. 
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To Stncfrify/ and Justice the confidence of his country, and the 
honourable employs it confeired upon him; and ta the joint 
influence of the whple mass of the virtues, even in the imper- 
^ct state he was able to acquire them, all that evoineas of 
temper, aud that dheeriulaeBS in conversation which makes his 
company still sought for and agreeable evrai to liis young 
acquaintances." 

' At length the sut^ect of this memcnr was elected a member 
of the assemldy, and became a leadii^ man in it. He most 
heartily Joined the British govermntent in the war against 
France, in, .1753,. and by means of his iiifluence, ^tabled 
- General Braddock to advance against the enemy. He also 
assisted in building fints for the protection of the province^ 
and a batteiy for the defence of the city. So high was his 
character now become, indeed, that he was appointed deputy- 
postmaster-general ; and such was his talents and success, that 
the revenue of this department in America became greater 
than what was obtained irom all Ireland. The mtunent he 
was dismissed it once more sunk into insignificance. Mr. 
Franklin was also nominated a colonel of militia, during the 
war, and even <^red by the Governs to be made a general, 
but he declined. 

It was in 1746 that he first commenced his philost^hicat 
experiments*; and his pliers on electricity ^pear at first to 
have attracted more notice at Paris than at London : at length, 
however, he became a member of the Royal Society, and ob- 
tdned the degree of LL.D. from Oxford. 

In 1757, Dr. Franklin repaired once more to England; 
and vrith this e^ioch concludes that portion of the work which 
was principally drawn up by hims^: indeed, the first fifty- 
seven pages only are composed in regatar series by him ; end 
from that specimen it is greatly to be lamented that the whole 
was not written by his own hand. 

As this can only be properly considered as the private life of 
Dr. Franklin, we shall omit every thing relative to his diplomatic 

■ Sc* Vol.). p. SflS. of Antrail Obiiuarj loi an accooDi of Dr. FnnVlin'i eorre- 
•poadciKc; ud tbo for atnj ptrtieuJan nUuTi to liit pbiloKiphinI i'lKonrin. 
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fok^on, as wdl as the part lie acted during tbe American 
CCTLtesL It may be neceuary, however, to add that as he ad- 
Tsnc^ in yean, he became Gulgect to fits <^ the goat, to 
which, in 1782, a nephristic colic was superadded. From 
tiiia time^ he was afflicted with the Monc^ as w^ as the gont, 
and for the last twelve nuQiths of his life these comfdaiirtB 
almost entirely confined him to his bed. In the b^pnniog t^ 
the %>ring, he was attacked with a fever and comjdaint <^the 
Iweast, which terminated his existence ; sad Jke accordii^y 
expired on tbe 17th of Afwil, 1780, about II o'clock at.ni^it, 
donng along life of 84 yean and four mtmtlu,' without ■ 
groaa. 
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No. III. 
Memoir op MOWHEE, a tooks New-Zealandeh, who 

DIED AT PaDDINGTOH. Im A LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE 

Ret. JoaiAH Pratt, B.D. Secretartoxthe Church Mis- 
sioHART Society ; bt the' Ret. Babil Woodd, M.A. — 
2d Edition. 

X his short bi<^r^hical memoir has been pabiiahed by the 
Church MisnouEuy Socte^. Without entering into any of 
the disputes that have lat^y taken place in the Christian 
world, on die ealigect of niastons lo dtdant lands, we shall im- 
mediately proceed to communicate some particnlars relatJTe Id 
this young and interieating oonTert 

It appears from the statement of the Rev. Basil Wbodd, 
that Mowhee mia bom in the island of New Zealand, about 
the year 1796; and, at the request of this gmtlonsn, who 
appears to have paid Mm great attention, he presented him 
with the following najratiTe in wrUm^ which die baBol of 
death prevented from otntinuiog ftirtber than the doee of the 
year 1814, when he returned to his native island. 

" From this mirratiTe^ and from 'occa«onalconv»sation,'- 
obs^rves the Rev. Aathor, " I have collected die fbllowing in- 
teresting facte; aoA, so fir as I am able, I shall insert the 
^tat^nent in his owta' t^ain and unaffected words. ' The his- 
tory discldses an eittraordinary series tS the interpositions of 
Divine. Providoicet .' ■ 

" Morrhee was a 'rdotion of Tenri, a head chief, and a man 
of coniiidcrable influence, on the south side of the Bay of 
Islands. 

" About the year 1806, one of the natives had gone to 
Port Jflc^son in New Soiith Wales, and staid there soine dme. 
Oa. his return, he tokl his counbymen < what a fine place the 
English people had, and the tronderlnl news >(^ our Sanonr 
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dying for stimers and the world.' He also persuaded many of 
the natires to wish to seaA tbrir children thither. 

** Shortly after, two diips came into the harbour. The 
C^ttidns came on shore ; one of them to the spot where Mow- 
hee's bmily resided. By the character Mowhee gave of him, be 
ai^ean to have been a tnan of a veryfrkndly disposition, and of 
a reli^ous state of mind. ' He frequently ccmversed ' with 
Mowhee's &ther; and endeavoured 'to impress on his con- 
science the val,ue of his soul, the importance of eternity, and 
the leading truths of the Christian Reli^on. This kind'st- 
tention so much gained the affections and confidence of the 
fiither, tfai^when the'ship was preparing to <]uit^ew Zealand, 
he earnestly entreated the Captain to take his son a voyage 
withltiin. • 

>' " Mowhee was at this period about nine or ten years of age-. 
He bad been a good deal with' the Captain while on shtnv, 
and hived him as a parent. He had also beftn frtquentfy m 
bcHird the ship ;' and,' as was perfectly natund, was greatly' de- 
lighted with the novelty of the scene, and the prospect of the 
voyage to a newisland. - ' ' 

"Accordingly, when the day arrived for the sailing of the ship, 
thfrftther and mother and several natives accompanied Mow^ 
hee oft board. Here he found a native with whmn he 'was 
acquainted, who had been to visit the Engli^ Settlements, and 
Was going' back again with the captain. He sp^e highly of 
the kindness of the captain, and of the'Engliih people,- and 
persuaded Mowhee to persevere in his intoition. ' ■■:'■■■ 
- " At this time the ship was surrounded with canoes, liriuch 
kept her company till she was outside the beads 'of the '&y. 
About sun-set they left the ship ; and now a most melant^ly 
ftrewell was taken' of Mofrfiee by his paraits. The mother,'in 
particiilar, was quite overwhelmed in an. agony of grief. For 
a long time she refused to quit the ship ; and was, at lei^nth,. 
Uk&i away by compidstoii. • ■ " ■• 

.' ** This was the last timediat Mowhee'and his parents, ever 
saw one another.' Some mondis a&ei, a' &tal epidmucsiok- 
n«sR was btoogfat ^«m a distant part of &i bUiuL Non^erK 
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c&uglit' the infection and died; and, among 'dim, ^e affec- 
tionate parents of our- young Iriend. Mowhee always spoke 
of his father as a man who had learned of the Captain to wor- 
ship the true God ; and he trusted he should meet him again, 
to part no more. 

" In the evening, the Captain called Mowh^ and the other 
native, whose name was Hearry, into the cal»n. He sp^e 
kindly to them, and bade them be assured of his friendship;' 
and told Mowhee, that he should in future . call him by the 
name of Thomas. 

'* During this evening, the wind h^;an to blow .very hard, 
and the sea was very tempestuous for a few days. Mowhee 
was exceedingly terrified ; but his countryman quieted his 
fears, by assuring him that the storm would not long continue, 
and that, in a ^ort time, th^ would see NtH&lk Island. As 
soon as they arrived off that island, a boat came on board, with 
a Mr. Drununond, who took Mowhee and the other native on 
shore, to his own house. 

" The first object which engaged his attention and excited 
his astonishment, in this place, was the building of a brig; a 

sight to him entirely new. 

" Mr.Drummond received him with great kindness : and as- 
sured him, that, if he was disposed to reude with him, he 
should be treated like one of his sons. — Mr. Drummtmd 
placed him at a day-shool for near a year. Here he began to 
learn to read and write ; and &om this [^riod, as a tok^i of 
r^ard^ he took the name of Thomas Drununond. — Shortly 
after, the whole &mily sailed for New South Wales. They 
landed at Sidney; and, in February 1812, removed toa fitrm, 
at a vitiage called Liverpool. 

" During this period, it appears that Mr. Drummond, and the 

Rev. Mr. Cr ~, used to explain to Mowhee the general prio- 

ciplte of .the Christian Religidn, the meatung of going to 
church, the iiature of the worship due to Almighty God, and 
the R^emption of mfui by the death of the horA Jesus Christ. 
H<ve, :to usie his own word6,.he fi:equen|ly was taught that, the 
tfW of God came into the world to save anners, and that Vho- 
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toeVer bdieved on ISm dtoold inherit evarhu&ag life. Mr. D. 
hod adopted the pioiu and venerable eiutoin of hanag all his 
&nuty afid setfaots, every SOnday ev^iin^ in his parlour. 
He heard them read portions of the Holy Scriptnrea, and then 
familiarly explained them, according to tbear ciq>acltle8. 

" Mdi^ee's ortlin&ry employmoit was in the &rm ; and 
mudi of'hig time wag bccupkd in taking care of the sheep, and 
preventing -their straying to lose themselves in the woods. His 
mind, however, possessed too much ardour and activity for 
this mode of life. He described it as a lonesone employment ; 
a6d, in a few months, he became completely weary <tf i^.and 
eKpreued to Bifr. Drummond, his earnest desire to quit the 
fiuiut and-^raHfy his curiodty in aeeiag more of the world. 

"Jut -at diis ct-ini^ the Rev. Samuel Marsd^i calling at 
Mr. Drummohd's, Mowhee's desire was communicated to him. 
He arranged an exchange in consequence; and Mowhee was 
removed to Parramatta. He Was thus placed under the pro- 
tection of this distinguished clergyman, and enjoyed the ben^t 
of hb prayers, example, and duLy instruction. About this 
period he was admitted to the Christian Church by the Sacra- 
me^it of Baptism. He was also introduced to the acquaint- 
ance of another persevering labourer in the missionary cause, 
Mr. Thomas Kfflidall. 

." lliis gentleman having, apparently by mere accident, 
passed by Bentuiclc Cbspti one Sunday morning, about the 
year ISOJij washuluced, by hearing die sound of the organ, to 
go in." The consequence was, that he was one of the audience 
the first time thfd: a sermon •was preached there in order to 
excite Christians, by their prayers and exertions, to send the 
Go^tel to other n&tions. The subject was quite new to hnn : 
his mind became deeply impressed with guilt, for having 
hitherto neglected this important duty ; and he reserved, by 
the grace of Ood, to devote himself to the service of the hea- 
thai. Having waited seven years for a farouridile <^>poita- 
nity, with much prayer, patiesice, and pa'severance ; the wished- 
for da^ at length arrived, whea. he relinqnii^ed every tempond 
prospect in hu native country ; and, with his fenr duldfes, 
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and Ms wife, thai pregnant, set uUtM^ SI, 18ISi^on-bc>wd 

die Esrl Spencer, a cdovict ship, for New Sooth W^es. .'.He 
arrived at Port Jackson on the 1 0th of November fbUowiog, 
after a very pleasuit passage, and just before the period when 
Mowhee, by being removed to Parramatta, came under the pro^ 
tecti<Hi of Mr. Martden. 

*' When Mowhee arrived, Mr. Kendall was gone with Mr. 
Hall to New Zealand, to inquire into the dis^ositicHis of the 
inhalstaDts, and the probability of succeeding in a misBionary 
settlement. 

" August 22, 1814, they returned in the Brig Active, bring- 
ing with them six of the natives, and one of the chiefe, 
Duaterra. ' 

" Mr. Kendall devoted much of his time to the instruction 
of Mowhee; and a friendship was formed &om thi; period, 
which we trust will survive the grave. 

" Mowhee appeared to be a youth of t^ider feelings. He 
never forgot Mr. Kendall's kind attention. Whenever his 
name was mentioned, his ^es sparkled with tears of afiection. 
He generally sat at Bentinck Chapel, in the same pew which 
Mr. Kendall had occupied ; and one of the last intelligent sen- 
tences which he ever uttered was, ' Tell Mr. Kendall, I never 
forgot his instructions.* 

" When the Active bailed the next time to New Zealand, 
Nov. 19, 1814, with the Reverend Mr, Marsden, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kendall, and others, Mowhee accompanied them. A 
most interesting account of this voyage has been given in the 
Missionary Renter for November and December 1816. On 
Tuesday Dec. 27, 1814, the Active arrived at the Timber 
District, on the south side of the Bay of Islands. This was 
the district to which Mowhee belonged, and to the chief of 
which he was related.". 

The interview between Mowhee, his relations and coun- 
trymen appears to have been truly affecting; and he was now 
left by Mr. Marsden in New-Zealand, with a view to assist in 
the improvem^it of the islanders. But about the numth 
of August, 1815, be determined to repair to England; and 
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having Kcordii^ly ento-ed as a ctaniiKm sulor ni-board the 
Jfltifareon whaler, he arrived .in London, during the epoag of 
1816. This forlorn youth waa immediately taken care of by 
tile Charch Missionary Society; and great expectations were 
formed of him, when he died of a malignant putrid fever, at 
Fsddington, on December the 12th, 1816*. A funeral sermon 
was ^:«ached by the Rev. B. W<oodd, on January the 13th, 
1816, out of respect t6 the memory of this young man, who 
appears to have been singularly qualified for the misraon with 
which he was about to be entrusted. 
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No. IV. 

Anecdotes or the Life op RIOHARD WATSON, 
Bishop of LANDAFF; written by himseu, at dif- 

FEEBNT INTERVAlj; AND REVISED IN 1814. PUBLISHED 
?T HIS SON RiCHAED WaTSON, LL. B. FrEBENDARY OP 

Landaff ahd Wells. 

1 HIS work fans excited a conaiderable portion of attention ; 
and it mustrbe allowed to have gratified public curiosity in no 
inconsiderable degree. To the Prelate wbo is the chief sul^ect 
of these anecdotes we have already assigned a memoir, (See 
vol. i. 439.) but this volume, not only contains a variety of par- 
ticulars respecting himself as well as his ikmHyi but also much 
contemporary biography. 

Dr. Watson jusUy remarks, *' that all families (U'e of ei}ual 
antiquity," and that, by the operations of time and chahc^ 
" Kings become b^gars, and be^^ars become kings." He 
also ridicules German and Welch pedigrees, and can see lio 
solid reason " why any man should derive honour or infamy 
from the station which his ancestors filled in dvU society^ 
" Kotwithstanding this, such is the prevalence of habit," he 
observes, that he irankly allows, he himself is a slave to 
this general. pr^udice; and feels a satisfaction that his an- 
cestors "have neither been hewers of wood or drawers of 
water," but — ■ 

Vt prisca gens mortaUum. 

tillers of their own ground, in the idiom of the coimtry, 
statesmen. 

• He was bom at Heversham, in Westmoreland, in Aogus^ 
1737; and there is a tradition that the first of his &mily came 
from Scotland. In 1668, his father, then in the 26th year, of 
his age, was appointed head master, of Heversham achoa^ 
PF 2 , - r 
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which he taught with great r^utation for nearly forty years : 
Ephraim Chambers, the author of the Dictionary of Arts and 
Sciences, was one of his pupils ; and there are some memori^ 
'stiU extant which prove that he had acquired a considerate 
proficiency in Greek and Latin, 

As there are two exhihitions appertaining to this institution, 
young Watson obtained that to Trinity Coll^, Cambn*^ ; 
and as he had never been taught to make Latin or Greek 
rerses it afterwards cost him more pains to remember whether 
a syllable was long or short, than to comprehend a whole sec* 
tion of Newton's Principia. 

His father having died in November, 1753, he was sent to 
the University on the 3d of November, 1 754, without b^g 
acquainted with a single person there, except his tutor, Mr. 
Blackhouse. Mr. Watson commeneed his academic studies 
with great eagerness, from knowing that his fortune was to be 
of his own fabricating ; for he was certain that the slender 
portion of 300/, lately lefl him, would be barely sufficient to 
complete his education. At the end c£ the first six months, 
lie appears to have been considered a metaphysician of some 
note ; and four years after he took his Bachelor's Degree. Dr. 
Law, then Master of Feterhouse, and afterwards Bishop <^ 
Carlisle, sent foi^ and desired his acquaintance. 

" From my friendship with that excellent man," adds he^ 
'* I derived much knowledge and Uberality of sentiment in 
the(d<^ : and I shall ever continue to think my early intimacy 
with him a fortunate event in my life." 

As he perceived that the Sizers were not so much respected 
as they deserved, Mr. Watson o^ed himself for a scholarship, 
and succeeded in 1757, when he obtained that of Lady Jer- 
mjn's ; this he owed to Dr. Smith, then Master of his Colle^ 
who l^ his particular notice " gave a spur to his industry, and 
wings to his ambition," 

; On latd^y looking over two of his dedamations at this period, 
isB rgokes to find; " that a long commerce in the puUic 
worid haa only tended to confirm that public bent of his }nind 
jn fitTouT d* ciTtl liberty, which was formed in- it b«£}re I 
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knew," observes he, " of what selfish and low-minded mate- 
rials the public world was made." 

He genarally studied mathematics in the morning, and 
classics in the afternoon ; and he got such parts df orations 
as pleased him particularly, by heart : Demosthenes was his 
orator ; Tacitus his historian ; and Perseus his fevourlte 
satirist. 

In 1 760, Mr. Watson obtained a fellowship at Trinity Col- 
lege ; about the same time he refused the curacy of Clermont, 
and the office of chaplain to the &ctory at .Bencoolen. 

Having taken the degree of M, A., in 1762, in 176* 
he was unanimously elected Professor of Chemistry, although, 
oberves he, " I knew nothing at all of diemistiy, had never 
read a syllable on the subject, nor seen a single expenment on 
it ; but I was tired with mathematics and natural philosc^hy, 
and the — ■ ■ 

Fekementissimteglorite cupido, 
stimulated me to try my strength in a new pursuit, and the: 
kindness of the University (it was always kind to me) animated 
me to very extraordinary exertions. I sent immediately after 
my election, for an operator to Paris ; I buried myself, as it 
were, in my laboratory, at least as much as my other avoca- 
tions would permit ; and in fourteen months from my eltedon, 
-I made-a course of chemical l^tures, to a very full audience, 
consisting of persons of all agesuid degrees in the University." 

In 1771, our author obtained the King's mandate for sl 
doctor's degree, and was soon after elected Professor of 
Divinity. 

" Thus did I," adds he, " by hard and incessant labour for 
seventeen years, attain at the age of thirty-four, the first office 
fw honour in the University ; ftnd exclusive of the Mastw- 
ship of Trinity College, I have made it the first for profit. 1 
fijimd the Pn^essorehip not worth 330/. a year, and it is now 
worth' J 000/. at the least On being raised to this distinguished 
office, I immediately applied myself with great e^eroess to 
dio study of divinity. Eagemese, indeed, in the pursuit oS 
PF S 



438 BISHOP OF LAKDAFF. 

knoMedge was a part of my temper, tjii the acquisitton of 
knowledge was attended with nodiing but the neglect of the 
King and fais Ministers; and I feel by a broken constitution, 
at this hour, the efiectg of that literary diligence with which 
I laboured for a great many yesra." 

It i^^ears, that the Dr. now determined " to study nothing 
but his Bibl^ being much unconcerned," obso^es he, " about 
the opinions c^ councils, Others, churches, bish<^, and other 
m^ as little inspired as myself. The Professor of Divinity- 
had been mcluiamed, MaUeits Hcereticorum i it was thought 
to be his du^ to demolUb every opinion which . militated 
against, what is called the orthodoxy of the Church of Eng- 
land- Now my mind was wholly tmbiassed, I had no preju- 
dice against, no predilection for the Church of England ; but 
a sincere regard for the Church (^Christ, and an insupei'able 
objection to every degree of dogmatical intolerance. 

" I never troubled my^lf-with answering any arguments 
which the oppon^ts in the Divinity Schools brought against 
the articles'of the Church, nor ever admitted their authority: 
as decisive of a difficulty ; but I used' on such occasions, to 
say to them, holding the New Testament in my hand, ' En 
sacrum Codicem,' Here is the fountain of truth, why do yon 
follow the streams derived from it by the sophistry, or pdlluted 
by the passions of man? If you can bring pro6& ag^nst any 
thing delivered ut this book, I shall think it my duty to reply 
to. you ; articles of churches Are not of divine autibority, have 
done with them, for they may be true, they may be &lse ; and 
appeal to the book itself. This mode of disputing, gmned me 
no credit with the hierarchy, but I thought it an honest one, 
and it produced a lib^al spirit in the University." 
' We now find Dr. Watson resolved to eater into the " holy 
state of matrimony," and he appears to have been both for- 
tunate, and happy in his choice. 

" My constitution," observes he, ** vras Hi-fitted for cdi- 
bat^,' and as soon, therefore^ as I had any means of main- 
twimg a fiunily, I married. My wife was the eldest dwighter 
of Edward Wilatm, Esq-* of Dallum Towei in Westiogrdand. 
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We were nurried ai Lancaster, on the 2lBt December, 1773. 
During » cohabitatdon of above forty years, she has been every 
thing I wished her to be, and I trust, I have lived with her, 
' and provided for her, as a mui not unconscious of her worth, 
ou^t to have done. The day afler my marriage, I set for- 
ward to take po«session of a sinecure rectory in North Wales, 
procured for me, from the Bbbop of St. Asaph, by the Duke 
of Grafton, out of a kind o>nsideration of my being ill-pro- 
vided for; as. I had no preferment' but the Professorship of 
Divinity. This sinecure, on my return to' Cambridge, I ex- 
changed for a Freboid in the church of Ely ; the exchange 
was wholly owing to the unsolicited attention of the Duke. 
' " At the time he did me this favour, we thought differently 
in politics. I had made no scruple of every-where declaring, 
that I looked upon the American war as unjust in its com- 
mencement, and that its conclusion would be unfavourable to 
this kingdom ; and his Grace did not abandon the adtoinis- 
tration till October 1775." 

Dr. Watson, having taken singular puns in the education 
of Lord Granby, afterwards Duke of Rutland, about this 
period, received a very kind letter from him, containing an . 
invitation to Chevlc^. He declared his gratitude, for having 
been made to study Locke; and promised, that the t^ets 
contained in the works of |;hat great scholar, which " are so 
attotttve to the natural rights of mankind," should ever be 
the guide and direction of his actions. His lordship con- 
cluded by adding, that although he had formed a tory con- 
nexion, whig principles were too firmly rooted in him, ever to 
"be removed. 

In 1 7SS, in consequence of the friendship oi this nobleman, 
and it ought also to be added, the regard ever expressed to- 
wards him, both by tibe Duke of Grafton, and Lord Shel- 
bume, Dr. Watson was nominated Bishop of Landaff. To 
the second of thes^ now become minister, he soon after 
pointed out the propriety of a -moderate "reform in the 
churchy"; but '.he was told by him, "it was not time;" and 
does not sppeex, either to have" found the Right Reverend 
. r p 4 ■ 
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Bendi* or aay ^Mngiadied meaixc of a dmin ii UaU on, in 
frroor of ncli a pks. 

Id 1786, die Bishc^ cf Landaf^ verj vatespeetedlj came 
iato the posseMum cf a very cxnuidenbla ^>l^opef ty , irfnch wu 
left Iiiin by hii quondam poiril, Mr. Latber, M. P. tor Easez, 
^lo Itad beoi trnd^ g'ot t^idigatioiu to liuii, on a Tsrie^ of 
oocaaoiu. 

*' On ppe&ing the will, I was finmd to be stde execnttv. His 
Ewex estate was left to his younger nqibew, fVancis Faat^ 
&q., to (triet oUail to some other of his relations, widi die 
reBuinder to me. His Sussex estate was left to me, and my 
lieini, chained with s legacy of SOOOf. 1 ttAA the estate in the 
following July» to the late Lord Egremont, for S3,50(X. I 
hare managed as I cm^it to hare d<Hie, this l^;acy. It ha* 
enabled me to preserve my indep^ulence, and to pnmde for 
my Gunily. I hare a thoosand times thought, that had I 
been a meaa-spinted, time-aerving ffishop, I might, ipeAaft, 
have esc^>ed that marked and mimeiited nef^ect of the 
Cmirt^ whiflh I have for so many years experioieed, bitf that 
I should have certain^ forfeited the a£Eection of my friend i 
his u|uight and honourable prindpies, wotdd nerer hare 
sidbred bun to distinguish such a character, with dut en^ 
naU tokeQ i^his regard, which be bequeathed to me." 

In 1787, die healdi of Dr. Watson b^an to dedine, and 
his i^ysiciant absolutely insisted ou his nerer more preaidiiig 
in the Divinity school. He accondingly retired, after nominat- 
ii^ Dr. Kipling his d^»ity. He thm repaired to Westmore. 
land, to try the efiecis ofhis native air; and in the autumn of 
the same year, he pronounced a pan^yric in the House of 
Lonjs, DB the Duke of Rutland, who had justdied. -^ 1 788, 
the Bish<^ of TM'^^ff visited his dioces^ and composed^ 
printed, and gave away, to above a thoosand persons wluNU 
he then confirmed, a smaU O^ct, mtitled, ^' An Address to 
Young Persons, aiW ConfimmtJon." 

In 1789, the Dr. made one of his best q)eeches, relative 
to the chief olyeots of the Bieq/mcj fa^ He had Img 
^'Bown Mr. Pitt^ b^t QB this, and mai^ odicr occMicn^ » 
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marked difference of <^inion exited between them. Lord 
T1iurk>w does not appear to have entertained any great re- 
gavd for tliii celelwated Divine; and it is a charge against 
Uiat great htwjer, that on one memor^e occasion^ he niii> 
interpreted a'puaage from Grotiue, in order to impose on the 
hoow wheze he presided. 

" llie Chancellor," obserres he, " was lot able and up- 
lift Judge, but as the Speaker of the Hous6 of Lords, he 
was dOBuneeringj and insincere. It was said of him, that in 
the cabinet he oj^Hised every thin^ proposed nothing, and 
was ready to support any thing. 1 rcanembtir Lford Camd^t's 
saying to me one night, when the Chancellor was speaking, 
contrary, as I thought, to his own conviction, " there now, I 
could not do that; he ia supporting what he does not believe 
a word o£" 

Li ] 791, when the Catholic biU was in a^tatiQn, Dr. Wat- 
son addressed a letter to the Premier of that day, in which he 
repressed a wish to introduce into the oath of protestation, 
the following declaration, " And that we believe salvation is 
not restricted to the members of the church of Rome." 

" While the doctrine of there being no salvation out of 
the Romish pale is maintained," adds he, " the Catholics 
have such a motive for making proselytes as belongs not to 
Protestants, and it is a motive which must operate with great 
&rce on the mind of every sincere Papist. I am apprehen- 
sive," continues his Lordship, " that Catholic schools will be- 
come numerous; the glare of ceremonies wiU fascinate the 
minds of the common people; and the doctrine of absolution, 
and of praying souls out of purgatory, will be palatable to 
many, I am afraid of Polp^, because where it has the power 
it assumes the right of persecution ; and whilst it believes that 
in alBicting the body it saves the soul of a convert, I do not 
see how it can abandon the idea of the ntilitjr of persecution." 
Towards the latter part of bis Ufe, Dr, Watson retired to, 
and resided wholly at his seat, called Caigarth Park, in his. 
native county. The neighbourhood had been afready in- 
debted to him for hia numerous improvem^ta; for he faad 
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rendered the barrra waste verdant, and bod planted some of 
the loftiest hills in 'We8tmc9;eknd with trees- of all kinds, both 
evergreen and deriducius. In 1813, his health began to de- 
clioe in a very rapid manner ; bat although his moital fa- 
culties remained imimpaired, , his Lordship, remembering tb« 
admonition of Gil Bias, and the conduct of the Archbisht^ of 
Toledo, carefully abstained &om all literary compoatioiu 
whatever. At length he expired on the 4th trf* July, 1816j in 
the 79th year of his ^e ; leaving the manuscript (^. this woric 
bdiiod him for publication, ' all of which, but eleven lines, 
appears to have been eithor' written or ^proved of by himsd£. 
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No. V. 

' MEMOIRS OP THB LEGAL, LlTEBARTf, AND POLITICAL LiFB 
OF THE LATK RlSHT HoN. JOHN PHILPOT CURRAN, 

OHCE MaSTEB of the RoLLS IK IbELaND : COMPRI^lHa 

- -COPIOUS Anecdotes of his Wit and Huhoub; and a 
Selection of his Poetry. Intohspebsed with occa- 
sional BlOQBAPHY of his DISTINGDISHED CONTEMPO- 
RARIES IN THE Senate and at the Bar. — By William 
CReoak, Esq., Barrister. 

1 HE author, tbe place of whose nativity is plainly designated 
by his name, very justly and feelingly laments, " that of a 
country so renowned for a continoed succession of illustrious 
men, fewer monuments are preserved in Ireland than in any 
other nation. , History has scarcely condescMided "adds he" to 
give them a place. The traits which have outlived its great 
actors are scanty, scattered, said meagre : fhe patriotism of 
literature, which elevates the character of a people, has devoted 
little of its labours to this department. 

" What records have we of those who flourished for the 
last fifty years, the most memorable period of our history ? 
Where then, in what archives are d^>o»ted the monuments of 
our illustrious dead? Where, but in Lodge's Peerage, are 
to be found any traces of Anthony Malone, of Lord Perry, 
or (^ our late Demosthenes, Lord Avonmore ? Where are 
their works, their wor^ and their actions preserved ? ' In 
fiigitive pieces of the day, or in the perishable and perish- 
ing journal of a blue-paper report : they are nearly gone. A 
Flood, with all his Pindaric fire; a Burgh, whose tongue was 
persuasion; and the long roll of great'names, are nearly now 
no more. 

* Omnes hi ignotis periere morlibus.' 

*' Have Jtlr. Grattan, Mr. Plunket, Mr. Saurin, Mr. Bushe, no 
concern in their immortality ? Is there one eminent man iu 
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Scotland whose history is not blazoned forth, from a Hume to a 
Bums ? What a rich harvest have they not reaped from the toil 
of that affecting ploughman ! In Scodand they have hoarded 
every thing, whilst our abundant materials are neglected, like 
the fruits which blossom, ripen, and decay on the bosom of 
that generous soil which produces them in such exuberance 
and protiision." 

We learn from Mr. O'R^sn, that Mr. Oarran was of an 
!Ekiglish stock; that one of his progenitors had come from 
Cumberland, and was induced to settle in Ireland, under die 
protection c^ the family of AUworths, who acquired large 
estates near Newmarket, on the fidl of the Desmonds, flis 
paternal ancestors were called Cwxeny and his modier's name 
was Hlilpot ; the latter descended from an anci«it and still 
respectable Irish family. 

Like the author of the article in the present volume*, Mr. 
0*Regan informs as, that hia &ther was in a very bumble 
station ; and that he himself was entirely indebted to his own 
talents for his rise in life. He ranks him very high indeed in 
the scale of genius and of acquirements; and although we are 
not disposed to dispute his testimony, yet some there are who 
may prove more sparing of their pr^se. 

The limits of our work will only allow of the following 
^ort extract : " The humour of Horace is alwa^ agreeaUe ; 
but Mr.Gurran has much more wit, and, as a satirist, is 
equally pleasant. As severe as Juvenal, he is at once the 
comic and the tra^e satirist ; and when be comes to lash vice, 
bis sendments are mttnly and elevated. In cross-examining 
an old clergyman whose evasions of truth were di^racdul to 
him, he closed with this quesUon : 

' Doctor, when you last put your spectacles in the Bible, 
^ve me leave to ask you, did you close it on the passage 
which says, T^ou shaU ma hear ftdte witness against thf 



■> Scs A'MeiBffirof tha Life of die Rigbi Hon. John PhilpotCuiTW. 



r,3ri7.-i^':. Google 



( *45 ) 



No. VI. 

MEMOIRS OF THE Public and Private Life op the Right 
- Hon. R. B. Shesidam, with a. particuIar Account oP 

His Family akd ConhectioN8. Bv John Watkihs, 

LL.D., 2d Edition, 2 VoU. 

.1 HE first volume of this work has already been no^ced, (See 
vol. i. p. 567). The present commences with an ttcfxfunt of the 
lamented iUnew of His iAajtsty; the impatience 'of the oppo- 
sition, and the recall of Mr. Fox, thdr champion, &om the 
continent, where he was employed in revisttLDg Italy, and re* 
calling to his memory, the early scenes of his youthtul travels. 
. Mr. Sheridan, on this occasion, assumed a very conspicuous 
port: "he represented Mr. Fittasactingin a spirit of personal 
enmity to the Prince; and he concluded a desultory qpeech 
full of point and invective, with asking whether any perstm 
would advise his Royal Highness to say, — "I accept ibe 
regency under the limitations you propose, which I think are 
impr<^r, and which I hope parliament will annul ?" The con- 
valescence of the King put an end to all further discussion oa 
this delicate business ; but the subject of these m^noirs now 
engaged in a singular cwitest with Mr. Rolle, and nearly 
about the same time, exhibited an extraordinary instance both 
of his learning and memory, by correcting a Greek passage 
quoted by Low! Belgrave. 

Soon afler this, we find Mr. Sheridan oiice more entering 
into certain financial disputes with Mr. Pitt, relative to the 
state of the puUic revenue, in the course of which, the former 
contended against the possibility of lessening the national debt, 
without a considerable increaseof the annual income, or a great 
reduction of die annu^ exposes. He, however, thought 
pn^r 1» protest agamst a new measure prqjosed by Uie pre- 
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mia*, which had for its object, to sul^ect liie nianuGu^re of 
tobacco to the excise laws. He, at tlie same time, objected 
to an additional tax On newspapers. So great, indeed, was 
Mr. Sheridan's tame, at the present mom^it, as a parlia- 
mentary orator, that, although not a native of Scotland, he 
wae now selected to present numerous petitions for the reform of 
the royal burghs. 

On the commencement of the French Revolution, the man- 
ber Kn* Stafford made an tmqoalified dedaradon, r^tive to the 
ri^t of that and every nation 'to-re£>rm its own constitution, 
1^ produced a dispute with Mr. Burke, and a consequ^it 
a^uration in politics and friendship between these two extra- 
ordinary men. The particulars are here Ailly stated. 

After recoimtiiig a vaiiety of pubUc occurrences in which 
Mr. Sbmdan was engaged,' Dr. Watkin^ proceeds to take a 
review of his private affiiirs at this moment Drury-Lane was 
now in such a dilapidated condition, tiiat itwas necessary to pull 
down this old theatre. A new building on a grand and ex- 
tensive scale, was soon after erected, and heavy ^iLpenses in- 
curred " by the want of foresight." This event was followed 
by the loss of Mrs. Sheridan, by whom he had two children, a 
son who has died lately, and a daughter, who was cut off ** in 
a state of infancy,' while under the fostering care of Mrs. Can- 
ning, the esteemed friend of her departed parent, and the 
mother of the celebrated orator and statesman." 

" In her person, Mrs/ Sheridan," we are told, " was a model 
of perfect symmetry ; her fonn light and airy, yet graceful and 
dignified ; with features tast in nature's finest mould, and un- 
commonly e]q>ressive, when bri^tened up in conversation, or 
insin^ng; though, at other times, there was a languishing 
swieetness spreadover her fine oval countenance, which appeared 
to indicate either personal care, or internal decay.** 

On returning again to politics, we find the member for Sta^ 
ford enga^ngin fresh disputes with Mr. P!tt relative to the public 
revmucs; opposing the armament against Russia; reprobating 
the new system of police for Westminster ; taking ao active part 
in conjunction with the society, called the *< the Friends of the 
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People," and snpfporting a fresh motion for pBrliamentary 
reform. 

Tile prosecution of Mr. Hastings forms a new epoch in the 
life of Mr. Sheridan, and it must be allowed that he distin- 
guished himself greatly by his eloquence on t^iat occasion. His 
speeches, indeed, exhibit a blaze of unrivalled oratory ; and 
they, .accordingly, arrested the attention of the public for a 
coiwiderable period. Aiier this, the war with France became 
a fertile subject for the display of his talents ; and his wit, sar- 
casm and ridicule were now all played 'off with considerable 
efiect a^nst his former coadjutors, Mr. Windham and Mr. 
Burke, who not only defended but applauded the contest. 

During the mutiny in the Channel fleet, the author allows 
his conduct to have been noble ; he also made an eloquent and 
piUriotic speech oa the threatened invasion. He afterwards 
<q)posed the union with Ireland, and having no longer titne 
for ori^nal composition, we find, at this period, that he 
altered Kotzebue's play of Rzarro, and dedicated it to his 
second wife, the daughter .of Dean Ogle. 

On the appointment of the AddJngton adminbtradon, the 
subject of this memoir made a speech in its support, and he 
soon after obtained the office of Receiver-Gnieral, as a mark 
of personal favour from the Prince of Wales. When Mr. 
Fox succeeded to power, in 1800, he was also made treasurer 
of the navy. . . , , < 

But his eloquence was now obviously on the decline, and by 
the conflagration of the new theatre, his circumstances became 
duly more desperate. His party too, had been forced to retire 
from office ; he himself was defeated at Stafford ; his health 
also was precarious, and be seemed to' be forsaken by the 
world. 

We shall close this article, with a quotadoh that excites the 
most meUncholy and unpleasant sensations. 

" At the close of his days, he frequently speared in a state 
bordering on stupefaction, his dress corresponding with the de- 
cayof m^tal dignity, and his conversation, which had long been 
the delight of tlie brightest circles, now losing all the power of 
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•ttrftctioiii throu^ the ud infinnity which he niffered to 
encroach over his moral energies, till its ascendency was too 
firmly «stabli8hed to be ehak«i by advice, or the eflfecU of it 
cured by medidne. Sach was Richard Brinsley Sheridan, 
whose memoir will be of service, if it be regarded as a beacon 
pomtiDg out the extreme danger of restit^ Eatisfied in the pos- 
seaeion of s^dendid talents, without tqpplying them to any effi- 
dent and practical purposes, in Uie great business <^ human 
life." 

The setxmd volume craitains a very spirited likeness of the 
Ute Mr. £3ieridan, engraved after a picture by Hopner. 



No. vir. 

A MEMOIR OF THE Ltpe op the Right Hon. JOHN 
PHILPOT CURRAN, late Masitr of the Rolls m 
Ireland. 

Tms biographical sketch of the Kfe of a very singular, elo- 
quent, and extraoi-dinary man, has been drawn np for the 
express purpose of being prefioted to the vcAume of hht speeches. 
It exhibits an original and unpublished giedmen trf his poetry ; 
is evidently written 1;^ a gentleman well acquainted With him; 
and contains an illuBtratimi of all those drcumstanoes, ather 
connected with, or which gave birth to his various oradons, 
both.in the parliament and courts of justice of Ireland.^ 
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. Jory chat he JM viitunt hntng mj 
cflcft*, except ht> cloths, nrardi, *od 

. pinoU, (otie of die iwordi hid ■ piitol it- 

AaCKSN, Bann Eodd Chulrt, b; ncM to it, wfaiA ht hid tUen From dM 

i^iiBg binuelf viih ■ ihmdI in a luckM; Ald-de-Ctoip of Minhit Ncj,) the Che* 

«OMh, tliheganarQirhanHiHW. Hi nJitr Ropini, 6w roinnn of th* J-aij 

■udoccndedbimanioftbifint iuulin nmitMned to enqnin into dM aiue M 

in PniMii. frioce IjUpold of Su«-Co- ba d«th, md which monwd i Tcrdict t£ 

boug, tithaT ot ou buiaiaUePriacMa AuDtiilv, TCrj hamancl/iindertoA-to Te- 

Cliartotte'* hiubtnd, mi hit fmlMbai- — (pen the renwioi of an unfoituMle Ib- 

Hi> biDiber-in-law, Baron Lnipald lie Hincr, and hw p^ (be expencaa of Ua 

lilUcr, ii a iMlileat *t Wnllic, in Fnuui. fiiHnl.- 

He W b«n upmda of 30 ]P«n in iha It >fpe«n Kmi h<a pqiert that he ma 



iraj', ten of which be had baei in the the orfginal iaatroment, pievioutlj to the 

PlNiiiai icnrice, and the ntauaitt in the aRinl of the Duke of Wellioglon in ibe 

Uuoraiin. NotwiihaDodinghehnddii- field Cron Bttuaeli, in ealni^ the *>noi7 

■ • • '' •'• "-'- in (he memonble battle of WateHoo, l^ 

ininiH the poaition of the Allied Annj, 

i^h ttej bed loai bj the FrEDch hating 

. . lucceded in etteeking and brakii^ a 

Kenudmmenti and in eo m a i jaoae e ■qavc, A ceitiGace to that eSeei fana 

ha became a lU Hiatal a mut. When he bf«D finmd nrlce hii untimelj end. from 

■nind in Englaiid, ibont ihne ■mlbi Majot-Genenl Vdd Bothemet, who took 

■iiicetlle wu poaanaad of aboat SCO Louii the cummuid nf tlie battalion of Bremea 

d'On, "hen he net with a bieod whan end Verdwi, after Llent.-ColiHiel Von 

be eonaalteil mi tba beat ee^ of aending Sehkopp wu wonnded in the mtmonbla 

IM of then abiead to hit mother. Hia bntleoftheiBdiof JQne,isis,ieMifiiinE 

irii^ endenaBted to pemade him &om that ifier tlie betttlion of Venliu, which 

inch an wdetldung, tellmg 1dm hia «ia famed in aqnana, bed been eonpellnl 

molhcT wia not in need of them ; to Hlidi to rniie to Wiieilao bj tlu Gn of the 

the BeroD replied, hia mother coaU (iie enemT, Baron Von Aaetien hijhij dia- 

tbam anj UMug the jaw, ud after In tit^KJAed himaeif, and havine uiembled 

luil (pent all hii DDDeT in (hii eonttiy he ■ maH bodj of men, aucceeded In i^iin- 

Kooii) aho« himoelf) r^uck he veriSed, log ihepdailianwhichlheaqiiaTeDriEiDdl; 

u he paid hia law note to the hirhnar jiiiimi 1. and that in conaeqoence the re- 

(oachnu i md, it affcitiflg b«An we milniliT of the brigede- whidi laid ilrMdj 



450 



BJOORAFHICAXi IBDEX FOR 1817. 



reiKuad u fir u Witerioo, retnnied it 
nine o'clock iii ihe ersnin);, iiid juned 
B*ron Von AKkcn'a partj for [he nighi, 
is (bcir origiml poaUianj ilited Orchin, 
Uih April, ISIT. All ihe imnkHU of 
ihs oAei OSnn to rexow onJei hid 
bsen in nin. Then it ■ ctniBcaic to ibe 
tinw rikrt h] Gcnini Sic CoUn Htlkni, 
endoncd as unaoUcJinl by Btrun Von 
Aicken. TheieaiefifBCtnificiiM ipak- 
Ing of him in the highett lantn of pnlu 
u an oflicer and 1 gentlnnan, and cuob- 
' ' ' and of tdi EicFJIencj 



GCDH 



Count Alien 






HanDTCiiwi Maitaiy'i iroopi 
&c. the 13ih of April, 1817- 

APLIN, P<i«r S^. Admiial of the 
WMte, at Cbaihoa Kiiig), count; of 
GloucttteT, J«n«, 1B17, iu the Mih jm 
uf hii *ge. He rooiinenced hk naval 
cuevat a letf earl; igjE, and umd dar- 
ing the ADwrieiD war u a oiidaliipDian on 
bcnid the Roebudi, of 44 guoa, rani' 
minded bj Sir A. HamnODd, ^n. on 
ibat ettiion. He R«iv«l hii Gnt pro- 
motion firom the death of die Fint litit- 
tenant of that 'Mip vfaibt furcing a paa- 
it the batteriea of Waihingtrai and 



Fore 



K.' 



of Lord Hoyie, the 
CoBunande^io-Chief, who - rapidly tA- 
viDced him lo the ri^ of Pott-Capaia, 
and appaoied him to the Foaej, of 34 
^■uj Hhjcli ihip he ma obliged eieotu- 
sllj u deinc; at York Towo, then be- 
lieged and bloduded by die Fieacb and 
Aneiiouu. Hit condiut in the battana, 
ifheia with hii erei^ he im apppointed to 
command, drew fnrib a ftann etilagimn 
fnini Lord Comwilha, whitb indueed the 
Adminllj to confirm hiiu is hia nak. He 
neii comminded iha Hector, of 74 gota, 
ll»miDg one of the fleet employed io ibe 
blockMc of Cadiz undnFul St. Vincenl. 
Doling the lime the fleet iru re6ctiDg-at 
Ijaboo, idncg wu receited oi the SpiuUh 
fleet faarii^' eicqied out of port, vhick 
OMuioueil an order for e?ay ahip to gel 
ready immediately fca aea. The Hector 
at tbit conjunciiue wai the Gnt aMp ouu- 
ned, and dropped dnitn belov Balem itiii 
nighi ; for which eumple lad-eicnim 
CeptuD Aplin received a letter of thmkf 
(throo^ (he mediain of the then C^Hain 
^the Fleei, Sir R. Calder), ftom LoidSt. 
Vincent. The Utter jeirtof hia li& vaie 
poSMd in the domcalic circle of hia funilj 
,w)d fnendi. 

ARTHUR, Cagtaln Tknut, at tlie 
engineer rorpa, Midraa eMabliahmant, 
lately at Travaacoie, Julia, in the aath 
year uf hia age. He waa aoo of iheRer, 
He. Arthur, Riiolia, Bcai-ihln. Capt^ 
Aithut b^an bit military cwaer mdai 



penml Harria, in the i 
paifrn of 1799, ind ma one of ihe puij 
whicb (hat year itormed Serlaglpuu. 
Alter tbe cowequent conqueitof Mjaon, 
he ma one of ihoae idecied to nuke ■ 
iuney ol the eonqnered cououy, »hidi 
oerapied him aereral ytan. Whilo en- 
gaged in tliii undertakiDg, he waa one day 

00 1 high hill nearly lurpriaed by a rajal 
tiger; but theanhraal beins, liir tbetioie, 
acared away, CapCain Arthur aoon after 
went in puraoitof diemonitn, •bom he 
found and killed in the moat cool and du- 
ing minoer, wlihoui any aaiiataBce — ■ 
aepoy and native who accompanied turn, 
Inrii^ fled, on (eeing the tnimal advinee 
open-mouihed, aod with bideoua roaring. 
In the courac of hii survey, he diacf>Tered 

1 mppeT-uioc, from which great «pcct- 
aiiuni hill been entirtiloed. Captain 
Arthur remaned in India iflcr the year 
1799 till hii ileath) bore h» ihiie id the 
diflerenc wan which have lioce tiksi 
plid there ; eiid hia nime upeared more 



BLACKKmo, Mn.it Dublin, 34ifa 
Novendier, IHIT. She wu gnod-daaghlet 
of the &rl ofDunley. 

BOaiNGDON, Lori, luely at St. 
Miiide, oeu Perb, i/^ eleren yean, 
eldeattonof the^rloTMorley. Aitalkof 

El which he had iBadreneatly twiHoiwed 
iuter end of July, wai the can* of 
fall itdniog). It wti fonod, aAa hi* 
death, three incbei in length, in in ori- 
ginal •nie, lodged In the inteelinei. 

BRUCE, Mr.W. aged 73, orOURauad- 
couniiniheStRnd.ooeoftheoUenbaoh- 
aellett in liondun; He ouoriginallf, itia 
belieted, a mathematical iniUBment makBi 
but left Scotland ^Mmt frlty yean mbc* , 
and feUowed in London the profearioa of 1 
bookidler. He waa eeltbraied br Ui 
knowledge of (he Hebrew tuguage, and 
hia tttioimciit ta the authora of the 
Huiehinaonianachoal. HepoMcaiednrong 
natural powm of mind, and waa lingn- 
tarty decided in hU opiaiona — i Calviniit 
of the higher onlcr, and mhifiled with iH 



ig to the Chnch of England, i . 
diareb ha elonty adhered. When ihe 
writer Cm knew him, iboat 13 yean ago, 
be kept a ihopin New Inn Paaiage, naar 
denaat'i Iwk At thii tim he nt rUuA 
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only ihe dUtaffind ipindls 

Hlion, which AitRj th»t putoE rfie toniiirj; ind he wm not 

conilsitd of bwilii lud luihon, ofdmna only ihe first nho conitracied (piiining- 

uid iheology. A rupecisble bookKller, wheeli tad jack-re(1> in Bieid^biinc, but 

luedaHMODlUjto nwkeoneofthF nuro' ibttt;, hoir to uk ihcin. Tlie nulabcr 

b«r, uid who, ihe writer believea, )iu like- of lini icilli iTiennnb erected bj liim 

wise mede eome proficiency in Hebrew ihtOBgbout ibe Hlgblindi, c»nnot be 

leiniing. Fond of hii pipe, jou would reckoned at 1<» tlisn a hundred, in •hort 

olten find him in bii ihop imidit claudi ■1m«cillibe liiit-milli in ilie HigbUndi 

of imolce, »ad diiputing upon iheolu(icil of Fenhihice, end many in the coumiei 

tubjecu. Hi wa) warm and dngmitjctl, of InvtrneurCiiiihDai, and Sundeil«nd, 

Ki iDmetimei intemiing and iniellieeat. were of hit areciing } he alio caiialcucled 

DtfomiBdRirmuebbiuinni.hEwaiilow, ihe first bailey-miU rbai wBi built upon 

with a conudenble ahare of literary indo- the north-aide of the Forth, for which he 

fence and itidiffeieiice ; go that, in arl- waa hizhlj cumpiioienled byMuaGlua- 

nmcinff Ii&, he beiune exiremely poor; riah, iSic bard, hi a very popular song, 

hut in hit appearance always clean, decent, called " Molnrfh di Cobbam Camusbnn 

•ind respecuble. He, however, net with Mutleir lin." Thmii^ he could only be 

Biany friend*, widlowardi ihe latter pan of called a country wrigbt, he ivai a man of 

fais life reeeiird the attention iif one oc two uncommon geiuui, jianiculirly in everj 

eminent Prelatea in the Church, whoie ion of machinery and engineerirgi and, 

lamea aland aa much dlitinguiihed fijr their as a proof of thia, there is to be peen of 

■miticDll)' and'decldedlycjnipicuoiu. To water-wheel driving a lint-mill, a barley- 

piUODiie men of ulenta and leamiqg, ia mill, aud ■ spinning and cirding-mill, at 

huoounble to ihe fMlingi of those who one and tb* tame time, and tbe «hoU of 

611 eialicd slaiiona i and to aaiiit the that machintry vnder oh lonf. 
fiienda of Chriatiamty in diattesa, is nti lesa Tliit prodigy of genius waa a atout^ 

pniie-worlhy in B Oiriiiian Bishop. He healthy man, who ttxik ha glaii freely, but 

laoredfiramNewInD'paMage CoHolyttell- never waa known to exceed the bounds of 

Street ; ftom thenc* to ChaiKerT-L«ne, in . decorum, or ncgtect hit buiineis : he waa 

which place he met with great difficulties, a man of very jfreat Inlegrjly, and of avery 

through the purchase of a lirge alack at ahrewdind iotlei>enilent mind, yet glwaji 

very exotbilint pticfi. From ilii* pibe cheerful andmnorkably winy; and, tr) the 

he finally removed to Eound-Conn, when last, his Ijoiue waa the resort uf all the 

be reiided during (lie laat twelve yaan. yonng people in tbe place, whom heuaed 

ilir married a aeeond wife, much youngs toamuacwithblawittyreparteesand funny 

than hinuelf, by whom he had ■ young iiorlei. He waa alwiya celebniied for ra- 

bnily in hi* old age, and two of liii chll- citing Oaiian's Poems, of wliicb he had a 

dren now lurrive. He i* a strikiiq; ptvof, Krest itore, which he sstd he had learned 

ibit a man of ItaowledEe and of teat attain' before be was a doien years of age. He 

ments, is not ■□ likefy to succeed in his waa rather singular in hla dress, witieb Le 

pcofetaiea aa the mere iradasmaB, ac- would cbanigafDi an man, he never had a 

qoainted only 4vith the vte of buaincsi, gltjve on his hand, nor a hat on hi* head, 

ind who can puih hie way throiuh life, but alwaja wore a laip: round bonnet, 

ftarlets and indiSeretit (a every ol^Kt but oaite of grej miifd wad, just aa U cane 

4)u>t of profit. Gmt.Uag. off the sheep, with an uncttmmonly la^e 

wig, of hii own making, of black horee- 
hair. Itii ratherto be rqreiied, thai nol- 

C wiihaiuidhig his wonderful merit, and tbe 
great aAvaniages which the Highlands of 

. CA^f£RONHagh,atUwe»,iaB^cad- Petihshlte, Breadalbane In p.riicular, de< 

•Ibkne, commotdy called Colhau na PiUii, livad titiiti the fruit of his etiraoidioaiy 

miU-wri|htandmiUcribere,'atiheextraat' genius, and though lit had no family, he 

diDarj age of one hundred and twelve yeaia. died in gre« poverty and indigence. 
This siDgular chanetei waa bred a mill- Scft!- Magaane, fir July )S17, 

wiight, along with the venerable and id- CAMERON, Serjeant Aleunder, at ' 

geniinu Deacon Seid, Wright al Comrie. Bclfait, October 17, Pipe-Majar of tb« 

Afin acquiiiiiE a knowledge of his buv- 9tA, oi Camaroniin Highlander*. He 

neas, he leitled at Shian of l.iwers, where airved in the Peniruula during the whole 

he built the first lint-mill iliat eier was of ibe laie war, and by hla real attnrted 

tncvi JD die HIgbUoda of ScoiiaDd- ibe notice of several officen of bigh nnki 
oa 3 

Google 
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tienieAint-Gtocnl Sit Wllliua BrakiM, lun'enMri Btk, ) 

Rio del Molidu, »]«, "Hit Gnt inti- Mint of Knng, »nd kHjHng wmtbinnl of 

DUIion the enemf bid of out ippnach, the Moorlih pofrahiion to the upper pan 

ym tht pipn tf tht 93d, l^jing * Hefi of <he Jolibit or Niau, ind. iheace de- 

Joont Cope, ire ji w»ukin' jel." To tcendlog ihli ri»Brtofonti •Junnion whb 

thii (MOuiiteiirfTtnu CunerOo'i pipe, the the mirliline eijledlinin nhich hid pre- 

tlrecti of Biuneli n-eclioed en the night naiuly inicrEd the Conpi. Hie cnn- 

of ihe ISth of June, Kheii the regiment nnnd hid originillf bten entraned to 

iiaenibled to mirch out lo the BeM of Major Peddie, an <^rn oFintfrpme, but 

tViteritw. Once, and onn onlf, wu thig vho, unlbniinatelj> fell 111, lod died on itw 

bniewldier milled in hiitceuitomtd place islof Jinuiry 1S17, ereihepart^ left ibe 

In the fruDtof the battle; and the ben- litir Nunez — and iboot the ume ^ne 

he poneifbl influence (he eipediiinn loit a nhiable ofiker in 

le had upon hii mind. Lieutenant Macrae, who had joined onij 

Id * London newspaper, i reiy ftatter- t fev di^. Captain Ctmpb^l ifieTwinh 

iDg eulogium htA appeared on the eonduec proceeded by land iboai one hundred and 

of a piper of another regiment. Ovrgit- fifty mllei fanhet ia ■ - • 

tint miuieiaD, canKiuni that no one conld ' rirer Panyelia. ind 

lurpiu him. Id zeal or intrepidily, felt The King of 

hurt ihit kt (faouM not alio hare giined tbej were, wai then at war inih the Tendoe 

tbii flattering diitiui^ion ; and declared coontry, and decUoed gnnting permiaim 

(hat, if hii name did not appear in the for them lo proceed tanhers at ieaat nntH 

nawspapeia, hewonld no more pli'y in the the end oFthe campaign. Inthenean line, 

batile-field I Accordingly, in tKe neit iIk lainy aeaiOn let in, and Caprain Crap^ 

aSiii with [he enemy, CameiDn'i [npe wii bell tsthng loat many of hit conpinioiB, 

mule! Some iiiiinuationa againat the and dte greater part of hia bnsw of bnr^ 

Eipet, ^ched hii ear. The hate idea of den, found it equally in)pO»1bte to Teraain 

ia motive* being miinndentood, iru tor- or to proceed. ,He leioWed, ihere f are, to 

ture to poor CaniEron, and orereime at retrace hii iteps to the coaai, and after 

.once the lullen rc^Iuiion he bad fbmted undergoii^ gmt j>rlntkina, irTived at 

of remaining lileni in the rear. Heruibed Katindron Hie 8th oT Jane, and oiHeeted 

Ibiwan), and not content with giiotng hii tenek for tnniponing hli men to Siem 

plice « the head of ihe regiment, id- Leone, anlil the etpcdtdon should beie- 

vanced with i parly of ririrnii^rs, and filled, lod i more fiTOurable opportnnity 

pUciDg himielf on a height In full vicn of should permit iti proKcuiion. He n* 

iheenemjr, continued to animate die party not, howeier, deitined tofiitfilthii inten- 

byplijing favourite national airs. tion, having expired lOCm after from ex- 

For the last t«a yCBn, hii health len- tnme debility. Captain Campbell, wM a 

aibi J declined. He wsi afflicted with an natlveof Caiihnfu^tnd in^iorionone, in 

aitlima, which the blowing of the bagpipe theknonledgeof AMivn Gei^pfay. 
leoded lo aggravate. Notwiihstanding, CAKROL, Jamei, atBulo^urneii (Kil- 

he coald not be induced to resign hia kennj) a^ lOG. A fcw yetfia ago u 

fivoaiite empltiyment, but conlinneJ tn elder brother d' h<a died, a^ 117, *i4m 

-'-y till Te^ lately, " The Gaiheiing," Ma attended lo the gnve 1^ aS cbiMiM 

(he daily auanbUng of the tegimenr. andgrand-chllllreaiihe leait ofwhoaci^ 

Hliremalniwereittendcd io the grare by wu above SO yean, and laontlf hii Bcw 

levenl officen, all ihe oon-comminioued alive, who li nor 100 yeaN old, and 

ofiicen, and the grenadier eompiny, to enjoya good IWih, ind the p«(MC pm- 

which the deceaaeirbelone:ed. leiiion of hii licultiei. 

CAMPELL, CaplaiQ Thomu, lately it CHAVASSE, William, Eh. an officer 

Kokundy, on ihe Rio Nunei, in Upper in the Compiny'i acrrice, on hii jmimey 

Guinei, OB hii returo from the in- tothe Eut (ndiet, aged ^9. Hecimeto 

tetior of Africai of the royal mff coipa, Ba^mi to impart to ihe Bond «r Admi- . 

then comiModing the eipedidon intended Mityin inrention ofthebrngitwle, and re:- 

ID explore the eoane of die Niger, lliia turned in the spring for India, ]irfne4 by 

valuable officer, from whoH tileDU, leal. Captain Macdondd, the heater of pnblic 

•nil eminent anpiirememi, much wu to ditpalrha, at Conilantinopte. Hie; le- 

hive been eipectcd, fell a sacrifice to the lolved, InateU of performing their jOBiBOy 

■evenly of a tinpicat climate, and to the to India hj ihe accnatomed lonte, •»«&■ 

fatigue, anviety, and privation to uhidi the Cote, from ihMr over nilgatnrwdmil', the 

whole of hii party had (or lome time heen tract deitrlbed by Xenopbon on hia riw u . 

expcaed. 1^ npedition wai intended, in Tly thii they ^experiniced any htrAMpa 

(oote degree, to trice the route trf Ab im their waj.wewinipAoKed in tdw^eo* ' 
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hj 1 KurJiih th'iel, u a plsoc ciUcd tn- 
gn, not fir from BigiUd, but rentoiaed 
themtdiB by paying too piuiiei. Tbe 
nnfbclunBtB CIuvuh ni ieii«d with > 
bnin Um oil ibeii libtcation. Hit 
ftienJ and fel^un-uaieller put him on ■ 
ibTi on iha ri>e> TIgrii, la reach Bagikd 
the uHHiei, £ir medical auJHaace ) but hi 
di«t 00 the raft, ilmoit iii >lglit of ibat 
cily, and oai buried by him in a r^td 
SfiDi on ihi banks of the river Tigrii. 

QJFFE, Mn., Utely al Tbeltoo-hall, 
Moifalk, la ber 83d year. Mm. Qi& 
mi rdici of the late Eubcrt diSf, Eiq. 
•]f Brent Bmugbcon-ball. in ibe ceuniy if 
Ifinnjii, ■deMCndantoFSir Richard CUSe. 
Bar vhole life wai dedicated to pi(l), and 
<1m obaerrince oC every religioua and mo- 
nl duty. Potaeaaing a Urge income, she 
■M hmelf •uiafied Vilh little, and da- 
mM ibe remaiiulfr lo the Sectionals 
laiiliDp of a parent, *nd the virtuoui chi- 
nly (f a Qiiulitn. Slle hu left three 
dauehtera, Mri. Dardl, Mn.hi^i, and 
MrtManby. Thla lady wai the unrfoubt- 
td hcireai to an anrient birony, byi the 
prolubition of legal registry of blnh for 
ILomu Caibolici. deprived bet of the da- 

* CUMMINS, Mr., auddenly at I.ecd>. 
While ibe Ingedy of 3uie Shim »a> pet- 
forning «t the lindt iheatFC, the pad «1 
Xlument by Mr. Cuvmim, ibai highly 
ttsfiected veteran bad jwai rspe*t^ (he b«> 



' " Be witnea* for me ye cdesliaJ hoiu, 
Sudi meraj and tueh paidoQ aa mj aoul 
Aixiinla to thee, .tind \t^ of heai'n to 
ahoir (hoe) 

MayaucbbefalineatBiylateJtbour — " 

Whtn he fill doini on the iiage, and in- 
aumly npired. . Th« peiformuice, of 
cpurae, immediately cJoa^. For lome 
tintea Mr. Cutamini Ahe circui:^tancta uf 
nhoK duib wi Dr«rlj teienibte ihote of 
Mt.Palnwt) badiabowed under that alarm- 
ing Bwlad) dei^naied by the nvnc of oiu- 
Ccati(» of the heaii, at a change fiom ibc 
•Mubcaoakia iolo a baney (^buaniie ; and 
ta tide dniueaiwK^ added to Fbe itreqgih 
of bi> Winga in the nwic acepei (lia 
Amih it w battlohuud. 



D'EQUHG, Count Philip, forawrly 
Giuid Muter of ibt Houiehuld of llie 
Anhdncheaa Lecwldinti now Prince* 
B«yal.of Braiil. tit bad tetout from Vi- 
MMM to.SehoentKUM, where ha hfd bjien 
JBiiiedw diac nkk ih* JkvdMaf^ JPfiuct 



ofAuatiia; and hiving choaen, h wai hi) 
cuiioin, to drive bii caliib hlinulf, irhen 
be came to that place nhare the road to 
Schoenbrunn hnnchu off from the great 
road to BiiclLendcrf, the rein) fell Trom 
his ha;idi, whether ^m hirbeing affected 
with £iintne)B, or a £l of apapleiy, ii not 
known. The horwt being left without 
conirout, became liirlain, and, precipitating 
ihemielvea lovarda the liJe, iiruck one u 
the poala of tbe road with the pole of the 
tirriage ao violently itai (he Count w« 
thrown out on the ground, wheiche was 
bund tying lenselesi, and mnu severdy 
wounded. He wai immediately cnnveyed 
to the neareat home, and attended by tbe 
aurgeon and curate of the nelghboorinf 
village, but in leia than t quarter of sib 
hour he expired. 

m LUC, S. A., F. B. S. Thia rene- 
rable philosopher mi bom in Swilzerlandi 
>□ the year 1736. His whole life liu 
inlly devnted to the aiquia 



, and that > 



Mia 



baa auaahed tc 
the inveaiigaiioD of the arrangemenl aii4 
campotilion of the globe; ■ teiencc 
which i> grttuly indebted to bia Itboui* 
fur its present ii^umph over ita fonoet 
obscurity. Mr. De Luc was iiot ■ mere 
ibeoriit in the eilablishmenl of geological 
frinciplti. He visited moat "^ the coun- 
tries of Europe in the course (f his long 
and induatrioiu life i and his researehe* 
bave been asaiitcd by t'l' mutual exei- 
riona of the moat learned and aeieniific 
men of his liijie. tlie principal olgect of 
Mr. De Luc was. to corroboraCe the evi- 
dence of the Holy Scriptures by plain and 
demonstrable &ct> : in this he was emi- 
nently sucmsfiil. He haa left aoothet 
nemoriat of his learning and piety in a 
conrincing mi aSectionale iddms to (he 
Jews on the mlaaioo of Christ. Mr, Da 
'reatiie on Genlu 
of Geolc^icsl T 
Tsls. His cntreBpondence wiiJi moil of 
tiie learned societies of Europe was aa va- 
luable aiit wai eilensive. 

For sevenLl years past, Mr. De Lut 
wia confined to his nMm by the infirmi- 
ties of age i but bis scientific ardour vna 
vuabaleo, uid he was, wltbin a abort 
period of hi) death, diligently employtd 
in the composition or armngement of oh- 
scTvatioDS OD his principal punoil. Mr. 
J>e Luc was moat smiaUe in his piivata 
chincter, and ever anxious to encourage 
And auin the young querist in science hjf 
his friendahio and advice. 

DESSAU, Leopuld Frederick Frandi, 
Pqlteafj in lua 7 7th year. Heiras bora 
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Angiut ID, 1740, uid luoecedcil liH biher 
Leopdd Mulolllian, on tlie leth Dfc. 
1798. In IBOj, WW celebnird thi Gfilith 
■nnintniry of bit rei^, on nliicb oen- 
•ion he received the sinwrMi proofc of ilii 
reipect ind lai% of hu lUbjcRi, 10 whom 
hi> emllenc gorrmmeiii •u in ill re- 
•peaiiDeoing. Ti> himDenau own in 
improietnents ; iii Woerliiz, itsLiiigiun, 
If! fine m'tB, end the eppeeraoce of e 
beautiful ganleDi line hii puticulei it' 
tetnion wu diwcted 10 (he ■jrsltin of edu- 
cation anil wbooti. He employed Bue- 
dow and Tellid id reiliie liia i<ka of the 
phyaica] and moral education of man. 

biLtON, the (JuuDleaa, at Par'u. 
This lady hA the relict of the Hon. Ge- 
neral Arthar DHion, (brother of the lale 



a di&rent 



determined bi> chon 
peiiBttiiin.- Tbe diviuit} chair at ihia 
lemiupr "at filled at that time by the 
Rev. Di. Aikin, for irboae chancier he 
ever entanained the highctt reapeci and 
affection, -tnd whoae Bentimenta in mofal* 
and religion he tot the muat pan adopted. 
Having fiuishrd hi 






>, he> 



ivited to the coni 



igregMi 



league tc 



on,) a, 



in-getm. 



JoKphinr, (he fini wile of 
Tliii lady waa firat married to tbe Couni 
De la Touche, bj -hotn >he hid ooe ion, 
and a daughter married to the Duke of 
Fiujatnfi. Bj the liie Hon, Arthur 
DiUon, the ha> left one daughter, married 
to Genera) Bertnnd. The abieirce of 
thia dau^ter fiom Biirope overwhelmed 

beallh could not wiihitaod. Fen penoni 
had fufierid greatpr docneslic ifRlciioat 
th«n ihii lad; : berhusbaiid. Gen. Dillon, 
10 ivhom ihe wai tenderly aitacbed, pe- 
rithed in 1793 opon the icaffbld. among 
the crowd of victims immolated to the 
demon of Kevolutjonarj France ; ber &- 
vDurlte danghter, the late Ducheia of 
Fit^amei, fell an early vieiim to con- 
tumption; and ihe lived to witncu the 
perpetual exite of ber tole remaining 
daughter, under rircumatauces which pre- 
clude eien the coOBDlatianorciimplBinl. 



ESTLIN, Dr., of Br'itiol. {^Mii. 
Dtrbauld.) John Prior EiiUn waa bom at 
Hioeliley, in Leiceateribire, April 9ih, 
1747. He received hi» idiaat-educalion 
under the luipicea of hii matenial uncle, 
the Rev. John Prior, vicar of Asbby-de- 
la-Zouch, and hia earlieit liewi in life 
aeemed 10 be directed to the Chuich of 
England, toward! ubieh, and iti religions 
■n^icea, notwithilanding the wide dif- 
feiBDce with regard to doctrinal poinu in 
■ha aeniimenta ha afterwarda entanained, 
be alwaya fell a certain degree of respect 
and affiM^ion. From ichool, where be im- 
bibed a taite for cloaical literature, he wai 
hovever leni by his father to the Diiaeni- 
iug Academy of Warrington, wbere he 
wu entered in the year 17B4 ; and the 
comae of (ludiet hi tbeie went through 



of Lewiiia Mead, 
the Rev. Thomai Wright', in i 
the Rev. Williun Richarda, and be en- 
lend on bis miniitcrial aefviees in Janu- 
ary, 1771. With this congregiuon, (■ 

one,) he continued till thou who had ut 
as children under hii early ministry had 
tbemselvea become heads of families, or 
perhaps had left thoie &niiliea toGU up 
theirplaceiinlbereligiouaaaarmbliei; and 
Dr. Eatlin, often ipuke with much tttVmg 
of tJie numerous friendi he bad followed to 



bleai God for the circumitance that he had 

regularly attended the worship of God in 
tl^t place, who had nut hope in hii death, 
and irf wliom he bad not the brigblCat 
hopes. In his funeral sermon on the deaih 
of his co.paicor, in the year 1797, hesaya, 
" Two hundred umes have I aliody been 
(ailed 10 the diicharge of a similar melan- 
cholj duly." Soon after hia settling at 
Bristol, Dr. Eiilin opened a irliool, which 
became a very flourishing one, and many 
of hi) pupils did credit to ihemselTea and 
10 their tutor, by the proficiency in cluiical 
learning which they exhibited when en- 
tered in the univeniliea ; (0 which tnany 
□1 then were removed. Dr. Eatlin treated 
his pupils with great liberality ; and their 
■ense of the happy houra rhey had ipeot 
under hia tuition waa eiureised by an an- 
nual meeting which wai beld on hia birtb- 
da.y of tha gentlemen who liad bwn umler 

delighicd and dehghtfag goeii. At one 
of ihete meeting! ibey preacnied him vith 
the d^ree of Doctor of Lavn, which they 
had procured far him wilhoui hia know- 
ledge, from the Unitenily of Glaagow. It 
wu naual with Dr. fisilin, on theie ocm- 
akmt, to addreai hia former pupili in a short 
speech, and thai which he delivered on bia 
lilt binh-day, when he had completed hia 

hat ihii might probably he the 



but n 

Hia ichool ai 



I eongregaikji 



1 not, Lo— 



aereial fablicalioni, all of them rtlattn is 
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ihoae tofitM of nligion mad monli wbich 
■ne tiis &>oiuiw »ubj«cu of hi« inveni- 
gatioa. A lin of ihoe ii lulyaincd ; ihej 
tHtiiyihM heipproTcd liinuelf tlie nitcli- 
M ind iflectiontte defender of ths Iruchi 
he pTofm«l 10 tnch, and ihat ihe pomn 
of Bi« mind ovrc engaged wJih liriccTTtf 
■nd femniT in the ducia of hi> prnfeuion. 
Hii )ij1e »u el^uii, rinr, and floffing, 
lather turned to patboa than lo ilcy n;^- 
mentaiiDii ; h» dcliTCi]' in the pul^iii aai 
Miiiiisied', aolemn, and iffHiiunile. He 
la fond of preaching, and Eiever tpared 



b uddcDi ih* dommic 



lanjroc 



railed I 






Dr. £«1ii 

are called Uniiarreii, iho^, oiihhii usual 
candour, be thought it wrong to reitrici 
thai lerm to thne who hold the liinple hu- 
miniij of Chtiet. He almjt inviied di<- 
cuauoD; and, ihougll in tll« coufldenn of a 
•aDgDioe diipoiitioD, (pecEiapi the hett dia- 
pouiion for nappineu,] he made no doubt 
of [ho prevalence of the opinions he held, 
and thai, in athorl time, ma the whole 
Cbriitian world, and ibe cotiKqueni over- 
throw of all eiToc, he aln;! showed the 
utmost candour to those of a diSerenl pet- 
■uatloo ; the ferm of hii relig iaui feeliiiga 
never led bim to bigotry, nor his liberality 
to stqniciwll. Ho approred of rorma of 
prayer, aod publiihed ' 



for th« mode of whoseiervict 
for its doctrines, he aeemi lo have letained 
hii early predilections. Dr.Eatlio tlsu 
tmbiaced >rith great ardoui a doctrine lO 
congeoial- tO' hji ten^per ai the constdioi; 
one of Caitanat Reitilailan, or ihe finyl 
■alTaiionofallminkindi led lo il, u well 
bj tha benenilent .tendencies of hit own 
mind, at h; the earnest and reiterated ir- 
gamentt of a dear and beloved friend, who 
bore that all-conioling doctrine the nearcit 
to hit htaru 

' Thecbinderiitirt ofDr. Eitlii.'tmind 
woa an amitt^a frankness >nd limplieity 
of heart ; with a kind and sociable dispisi- 
tion, whith made him, even wlien yean 
pretied Dpon him, alwajit acceptable, in 
ibetocteij of the young and (dive. With 
openness of heart, he ne< 



grown op, and sodie iif than seiiled in re- 
spectable prolVuione. For Coma yean 
pnt. Dr. EitUn had nperlenced a decay 
of sight, and he had ofien said, that after 
threeseure and ten, a preaeher ought lo be 
aneritui. He therefore reiigned hii litna' 
lion in Leitini Mead, where he preaijied 
bi( faFciirll letmon, the aad al June, 
1817, This rcspeciable society showed 
their regard for the servico of their mi> 
nister t^ very lubtianlial apmsions of 
iheir eiteem and affection, having pre- 
sented him with a handsome suni of money 
upon hit retiring ftom hu mituitelial du- 
ties. Dr.£silin, being that exonerated 
from all ptofaaiunat doty, having alao 
given up his school, went for the tummer 
toSoolberndown, in GUmo^aniMre, a re- 
tired pitce by the sea-side, where he had 
uiually ipeni hit varaiiuni, and where ha 
had amuted himself by building a cottage. 
His health seemed lo be declining, yet 
there Appeared nothiru; immediately alarm- 
ing. On Sunday, the loih of AugosI, be 
perGmned the mornln): and afiemoon ser- 
vices to his fimily, (tid a few neighboun 
aitembled in his houae ; the .ubjeci of hia 
aermon was the Hesurreclioi. He ap- 
peared thai div heller than usual j but, re- 
tiring STOn after to his chamber, hewia 
teiied with a violent cRuiion of blood fiom 
hings. Tbeaffectionaiepartner of hia 



lifers 



legrew: 



E 



-hich » 



Itedi and the i 



&oiiIy, pnneiple wai 
of Ua chd^, be w 



head u|>an ha bosom, and, nicbuui a sigh, 
expired. Ih. Eailin's remaim were con- 
veyed, aitewlrd by his sorrowing bmily, 
to Britiul, and interred in ihe burying- 
ground betonginc to Lewini Mrad Chapcli 
on tbc 93d. They were attended lo (ba 

the ciniaisei of many of them fol!owl(ig. 
The huiiil lenice waa performed by ilie 
Rev. Dr. Carpenter, hit lacceator in the 
panorsl uSce, and, on the neat Sunday, 
su aftecilng and contolsiory aermon was 
prvaclied by hji old friend, the Rev. Jamea 
Manning, of Exeter. The chapel was 
!. Wlib hung with blick, and the whole cnngtega- 

<r useful Dr. Ettlin was twice married, first to 

'ere sq- Mita Giaies, of Bristol, by whom be bad 
ibnrsed, one son, who died before bim, hut who 
amount hat left a ftmily ; hiaieicuiLd,MiaiBi(bi», 
income, of Biittol, with tii children, tunlvaa, to 
leu, his ebcriih and to do bniwur to bis memorr. 
The writer of ihi* memoir couU have an- 
brged upon feelingt the result of private 
friendihip, hut hat preferred viuching oi 
t called into ac- bo topics whicb are not equally interesting 
It. Though fond te all who kticw the lubjeei of it. 
«t apt to indulge A.L.B*smvld, 



rripiioni 



lit hotploliiyi hit cheerful piety. 
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ptriennd her bounly id the neighbmiiiwail 
□F Woiian, bait grut ctnie lo deploM 
to whkh ue tdded, Reaurkf db b W«k the lonof their kiod ^codutitn. , 

oiled " Onfine dt laui la Cultei, on Re- 
ligion trntveriellf ; par Thauu." — An 

Apologj Em Ac S»l)bnh.— The Uiiion of F. 

WifdODi and Inlej^it; [ecommeDdei], ia i 

SiKonne delivered befare the Unidriln FARQVHARSON, TUr. John, \a llw 

Society Inthe Wen of EnglsBd. — A TO- Sa)tihCo%e;Piib,deiervedty Umenied. 
lums of Sermons, dciigned chiefly U ' He wu long priDcipal or had of dw 
Pitsenalin liani Infidelity uhJ religion* Scotch Coliige it Dotaf, in FIithUr, 
IndiBereoEe.-- Diieoonn on UniventI wliich he nu Ibited to elwndon at (he 
RenilulioD.— TbeGcnenlPnyet-BcKl; period of the Iterolalion, iikI went t» 
cbnisining Fomu of Pnyw oo PrinciplM Glasgnw, where he reoumed menj yais, 
eommon to eti Chiiatianai for nligloni oSiciuing HaCiibolicclergyniBBiinilwu 

* ~ "■ ■- - much esteemed for hii inod«ty«nd hnmi- 

Uty, end ai an honeii inln. 

FRA5ER, John, Angmt «, at Knock- 
bein, puiih of Kiikhlll, N.B. aged I S3 
jttrs. He fonght under ibe baunen oT 
the Chief of the elen atCnIloden, *iidu> 
■nuiy oilier occMiom; 1iu alwaji been > 
careful lober man. Hecoald, till whhin 
the kit two yean, dance a Highknd imI 
with at mud) apirit ii a man of 00 ;eat« 
ofaEe; had ■ ireij etteiHiK meiDoty ; and 
woald rehearse manj inecdoni regarding 
hii Chief 't aplD^. 



GOUETIGR, Connl do CtMiienl, wta 
bom in I7J3. Attheigtof 39, bcpald 
Ua ficit viritto&eate, utd in ifta, be 
produced hii cetefarUed wntli, atilled 
" Voyue en Greci." Thii m^iGceiit 
UDderiiking obained idmiedsn for bin 
into alt the actdamlea i >nll two yettfafier 
ha w» nOmiUtcd Anbuttdor to On- 
MntiDCfle. 

. lliat million enabled him to mike mr 
Kwarchei in Greece, lonii, Egypt, and 
Syria. 

AllheBenilniioD,hitnnBf0itiedE4,eoo 

flranci in the name of the Flendi miding 

in Turkey, is the National Anemblj ; bnt 

baring i^erMrdt engaged hi ■ corTe- 

^wndence, with the exiled Pilncea, be 

*ai obliged to seek refiifp in Rmit, where 

he obtained both jHrotecilon and ■ peosioa 

Aa the lelict i^ a descendant of ihepioua ftom the Empcen Catherine. Hra son, 

•tad learned John Evelyii, she tooii. pride wliile there, becanle the hnaband of the 

ID preserving the meuioriitt of that an- rich Connteia Ritocki. 

dent an<t honDunble limily, of which the In 1B09, M. de Cfaoisev) wn'pemiited 

Ctinudered herself the repmenlalive ; to retuin to Paria ; in ISOS he beeatte* 

lilitlit hel'taue for botuij gave idiiitlrKiit Member of the Inititnie } and enriched 
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Cumt tmcmtediPMrsf Fmnej ind 
stmn iFUt nocninaiAt ■ mimber of Aa 

FrtnA AmAraij ind iM Atwlemy of 
Fine Am. He «u min aitnM, fim to 
Midaiwbelle Goutfitr, ud Mcomll]! ts 
Midinn de SeaufrMiioiir, oFihe hBi>r oT 
lanngiijron. M. de GioiKul, who vh ■ 
inui of ele^Ml tad poti^ed niinnen, u 
mil u oT B high); <ul<iv*ted mind, died 
iit I817. — te AfwriHur. 
- GRAHAM, Juhn, Eiq. on Nonmber 
], ISir, iiUilMiiKin JemeiViquare, 
EHnbn^, tSter ■ HRie and llngnlDg 
iHmtt, aged 63. He wu hiitorial pdnMc, 
■nd fiH mtnj jan Muter of Ae Tnatm' 
Amdeiof in Uiiit d^. Mr. Gnhna wu 
(«)^UT ■pprtniice 10 Mr. FaRiuhH, an 
emiatnt toach-peinter in Edinburgh at 
ihil liiot, ftom ntheilce he went m Lob- 
dsn, and was emplojed in hli ocevpatifln 
of fsKh-fnintei for nany yttn. In the 
iDeantime, being adsilitH a smikeiK of ifae 
RdjiI Avvleny, ihefiiw eollectum ofcaiM 
fkntn the aadque, and the tociety «f m*By 
young men wbo have ainn tidtn to entn- 
MKC ih the hlgfantdepanmenuoflheart, 
extended hii jKm, and inipred hia mind 
with At deiire of pHaeoutiug the rior 
dented walk of liiiOMieal paiAItDg, which 
he aubHqnaBtlj foHoHed with grtHl sue- 
OMt- About the year 1793, he n> ep- 
pointed MMt« •flhe Tnutaei' Andemj, 
Ttnnt bv the dciih of Mr. Datid Allan, 
*Meh ntuiiion lie tw filled erei lince, 
with gteit credit to hlnuelf and adnniaga 
tBhi>i«pili, and the iru of thU eoantiy 
Thii academji, which «n 



n ■ndmuufuMraoftheeoBn'- 
Hj, fbr the imtracilon in Anwing of nr- 
m*, pMnten, wearen, &e. beume, on 
iha ucCHion of Mr. Gnham, a schaai of 
iMign. To ihii«Dd tlw liberality of the 
Board of Tnuteei gresil; conititHmd, by 
Ath procuring, >t thii lime, for ^ lue 
d^the iDtttlution, a Tery nagmfiemt Mt of 
raat* ftorstheantique, whidi ii only lor- 
HNcd in &itun by the eoUeclten of ibe 
Bajal Acaddny of LooiiaB. By thia im- 
fnrtmait m the condition of (he aeademy, 
and the eieniona of Mr. Gnbam, the ana 
rf the amnuy hare been curied to » 
grater jslcb of exeellence than they had 
enrattiined befbie,aDil nuoy young men 
who bvfe receired the rodiinentt of the at 
Acre, h«n linee confened, by rfieir la- 
Imti, the grealen honoar m their minnt; 
- <]f then, the namea oTMenn. WllUe,tfe 
Boiueli, and All*]] , are already weH known 
to the pulitic. Mr. Onham'ii principal 
woifa are, David imtructioe SoluaiOQ (In 
^be poneaalon of the Birl of W«myi)— •tiu 
Banal of Genclal Fnue t— two pIctaRt fbt 
the Shikipeue CaUery, &c. He tko exe- 



cuted man* anialler aorki, and tome per- 
traita. Hn compoiition, thouffh'not rr- 
markable for any itrikii^ originiliiyof ean- 
Mpllon, [• pnre »mI chaete. Id theinritm- 
tiin of hit groupei ii> hia lane incki,he we 
iinealarly fbrtunaie. Hb rnaolng ' 

rbaol,i>i:bi 
luge and finely caat ; hii colouting raeel' 
lent, and hji handling hroid and mutaily. 
The few portrait! which he has left eihibit 
Utile of the beauty u conipicuona in hit 
hixorieal woiti. He alto eieeuied tereral 
pinuret of lionB, tigen, &c. ftom iiudies 
matte from' nature in the menacerie of [he 
Toner, wherein be lu* exb£ited thcM 
animsl) with great truth and (one of ex- 

Graham'i lituaiion In caily life, hii tdiKB- 
tion was very limited, and fail minDen had 
little of the poliih and courtly reHnemeDt 
whi^ are necetaary to give genuine vrwlh 
il> ju>t eitimarion in the eyo of the worid, 
and often give a eurreoey enn to medio- 
clity of talent, or laxity M principle. He 

indepindeni, end bighlr regarded by theie 
who knew hii worth. To Ua po^U he wu. 
candid mi coramunietllTe, and erer ready 
to give hii advice. Since he lettled la thli 
dty M MMter of the Academy, the few 
wcffta he bad done can contribute little to 
hia fltne, ai tlie ipuhy of the pobKc lo- 
■ardi the fine irti, pinicalirly to the mort 
d^ntBeW ""■ 
I no itlmulai 
identi, and my thing ha hii cxaciUtJ 
ihice muit rather be coniidered ai fiUmj^ 
np an idle hour, thia done with dw deuc- 
nination of exettisg ill ha powcn in iti 
eoraplction.— KdB^U);^;^ Mi^. 

GRAVES, Charlea, £aq. at Ipiwid), 
raddenly, o» Nov. 3, 1817. He wn a 
ikllfiil fttformet Mi [he ornn, md no 
metn proficient in optics, and tlw hi^wr 
brandiei of phllMophy ; fbr the pumui of 
which, he poMeued an eiten^va and valu- 
able apparatni.^Hii icciaded . life aod 
eeeen tii diy of mannert, hi* lalenti fbr 
muilc, eteetridty, end me[Aatilci, the va- 
riety of hii pannirg, and the itlVBga 
habio be had formed, Taaderei liin a ge- 
nera! object of public etlnHian ; he had 
lately erected otEcea fw mgai-iyalnng. He 
waa foiiDd dead in hb bed. 

H. 

HACKGT, Udy, the wUb of Sir C. 
Heeket, Kt. suddenly. 

HAU., Benjamin, &<]. M. P. At^it 
31. HcTettdedatHenialCaitle, andwas 
Knight Of the Shire fbr the Monty af 
(SeiMTgin. 
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. HARDY, John, Ibq. On. 3, at Pmrn- mna jtm mA kia kbidcbi u u cAw, 
ton, Yorkihira, (gederi fimacrtj ■ tar- and wai mm^ imfSajti on Ud ifai^ 
(Iran, hut who had mind fcon ptaniM. ihuing tba a^ht j«an h* caaBanded ihe 
He fur many yean appropriated a teath <^ Be^al utill«T ; bit Uieniieii to iit in- 
hit income luacuuf ehtrit]', ud lo the lereatm wat ebiefly einn{diEeiJ in impro*- 
■upport oT reli^ooa ionitaiionii and he ing theiHsaiion uf tlw toidier, Enrapcaa 
hu ofien renurkcd to bit cbiUreo, by way and Native, in all [he tereial bnocha of 
of pn>ui«inga>imilaTi^rii(rf'bnHf<^enn tliat exienaive and itidely jitpetted eotpt. 
in them, (hat " the mote he gate iht IMR Ahn a teni« of forty-fire yean, in ttii- 
be foL," — Hit elatiinl Hndiet io early ooi pant of lodia, ipeni ■> emaiaai ud 
lift, and hit niemin; and imfoand »- •■■eaiied danaioa to bit daly — itenr 
teareli into the ecclniaitial polity of em in BdEOFu hating enjoyed the In- 
Eorapi at a man mamra age, atamped dalgenn of one <Uy'i toilaagh, or leait 
a mind nainnllj fiiriied br a ln*e nf in- oT dMnnfron hitpn&tiioiial labonia— 
dependence, with an iideai ai Eachsrat lo diit emineBi officer, irhote aaund eoo- 
ejtil and religioiu liberty, of which, to tba •liuitiot, hardened by lemperann, had 
doM of anaciivt and utcful lUv, heiiood loi^ cDDteoded wiihaDeairaOTdinaiy eom- 
the undaunted cham]iioo. and zaknt ad- jjicatiim of ditetie, ended a long life tt 
tocafe. uiehil aerTicet abortly-atia bit return from 
HEARN, Sarah, aged IDO jiein tod Geld tenice M Haltiai. A man ofatam 
cneoman^a. Shewai huriedinbi.jDhn'i principle, loond jui%nten(, citenaite 
church'yard. WeitDirniier. Thomt, ber knowledge, and iodDpcodent ipirit, bb 
bniband, who hid been married to W Memory will be ratpacud by all who kacw 
upwtrdt of half aceutnry, followed bar lo him, and bit loaa long legieUed ^ ihMe 
the graTC at (be adnnced age of gs ; ba who. were bit Mleetad fmndi. 
anJDVi bi< healib, and walki firmly. HUTCHINSON, Rn.Geonat atibe 
HIGGS, Rev. John, B. D. on Dec. I, at VieanBa-haoae, NottirwfaaB, \^ of St. 
the rectory'bouie, Gmndiiburgh ^ the Hary'i, in thai plaoe, Sccior sf Uppia;. 
tenior Fellow ol Trinity College, Caoi- ham, Rutland.aDdone oftba Frebendarim 
bridge. Rector of Grunditbnrgh, and me of Soalhwell. Hit death waa occatioued 
•f hit Mijeaty't Jugiteea of the Peace fer by a &U which be mat with at Bmaoa 
that county. He icceiiad the rAdinenU ol abooc two montbi bdine. 
hit education al Wettminater-acbaoi; and BUTTON, Ret. C, D.D. lale Fetlov 
enleted ti TtlMty College, Ounbridge, im of Magdalen Collcga, OxTonl, Vicar of 
1746, whti« he proceeded B.A. lyso, Satierton, and Bactoc of Aderchnrdt 
being the ucond junior Opllm* in the eum Fcadike, Oct. 36. AXict hating pS' 
Tripoi of ibat yttr. In 17^9, he waa fanned a portion of the duty at both ^he 
elected a Fellow of hit College, and uxAc above ehurdwt oo tb*> day, ht wu aciied 
the degree of M. A. in 17i4, and that of viib atiolent paia in ihabody athalfpitt 
B. D. in i;6B. He vat pteunicd hy hit tetan o'clock in theettni^ and- cipiied 
College tn the RecinryofGrundiiburgh in about eight o'docb, before mcttica] astiti- 
17BD, which litini: tie held tenable with ance could b* obiained, 
bit Pellowihip. Be wai 1 coniemporary HlJTTON.Mtt. (he accnudwlle of the 
both al School and at College with the cdeWaud Dr. Chatlea Hutton, F.R.S. 
calebiated Richard Cumberland, Etq, who. No woman ever Glled more amiably the du- 
throughonl life, entertaJDrd the ilncercat ilea of irifs atid itep-mothei. Giiaffmin 
friendihipand ^ard for him. only duighlcr, whom the toat ibout ao 
HILL,Mrt.Etii*b«th,Nov.sl,tai7. yeara tince, undeimined her conuiiutioB, 
in Duke-atrcet, Briiiol. Her death wai and produced an eiceta of noioia iiriia- 
DCcaiioned by her etideavouring to faaien bili^, nbich led to bar death. She bad 
• ci^ with crunbi in it, ouiHde her bed- walkied out in tha momiug of ihe day cm 
room window, tiir t robin-red-brtatt, who whicb the died; and, meeting tome aa- 
paid contlani attendance there for leteral fbrtunale men, wbooi tlie oScen of 
weeks, and, over-reaching herielf, the fall juiiica were marching in iroot ihm^ 
backward! into (heBTca,iievtrtoriaeagain. the pniilic •tteeli, the thock on her 
HORSFOHD, Major-General Sir Jdin, ipiriu produced a fit, Irom which ibe 
at Cawnpore, in the GSth yeir of hit age, coold not be recoveiad. ^e partor^ in 
commanding Grit diviiion Geld army, and die lighter walki of literaiuie in thai laaia 
Colonel of the 3d battalion tf anilloiy. iiv booki, which hai conferred to much 
The Sitie bat in him loit a most able and aulid fane on hot butband ; and the wai, 
upiiglit leirant, the army one of ill moit on moti lobjccta of conraHLion, aa intri- 
diiiinguithcd Offinn, and the Hnnourahle ligent and agicsable, aa in perfoniung the 
Order of the Baili a mcmbei worthy of dmiei oT tocial life the wia good, CMtit* 
iu diilinction. He terted nearly thir^- able, and exenplarj. . -t 
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HYNDFORD, Andmr Cirmicbael, 
Eul of, Vbcount Inglisbenr ud Ncmph- 
k[, tod Lend CumichKl of Cinrichul. 
Thii nablenun (jifd M Miulddlc Cutlc, 
NonhBriuin, on Friday April I4, 13)7> 
in the eotbjurof M>*^. Tbegnam 
part of his LonUhip'i time wii devuitd lo 
a^icultunl punuita, ui MauMilici ht 
was one if ihe moil akliru' Isnrrn t4 hii 
Deighbaurhoiid 1 andiliii iinaillgtit praiu 
ia adisiiictdininguiihtd forihemrelleiife 
of iti farming. JMauMilir, hii pairimonial 
inheritance', u. nnw icpiratrd from (he 
HinriTord nntF; ii hat fallen lo hli Lord- 
•bip'aiiaMr, Mi>. Niibct ofCirEn. Sir 
John Anitruiber, Ban. tucwtda to ibe 
entaiW eatiin : ihe title ii atiuct. 



JESSUP.Mr. Samuel, MajiJ. 1817, 
■t neckinpon, It^'d 6i, an opulent grB' 
lier, ofpill-uking nicmorj. He livrd in 
a nrj eccentric way ai i bichelor, without 
kiunm relaiivn { and hai died pnaanaed nf 
■ Eood fcxtune, naiwithaianiGiit;a mnat io- 
oidinalr rrtving for phjiiciby whitli he wu 
diitinguiahcd &r the hit tliirtjTcanDf hii 

of an Apoiheoarj'i bill al the latt aaaiie* 
>l Lincoln, in which Mr. Jsuup Hu,ihe 
defendani. Tlie etidence on the trial af- 
fbrda the fotlualug mtleriala for the epi- 
taph ipf tbe ileceaKd ; in 31 jeari (from 
1794 to ISld) the deruKil look 93fi,<134 
pilla auj^lieil bj a reipectable Apolhecarf 
■t Botieafijtd; iihich ia ai ihe rate of 
II>,8oe pilli* year, or 99 pilla earh day; 
but ai the piiieni began with a more mo- 
derate appeiiic, ana increated it at he 
prooceded, in the laii five yeaii preced- 
ing IBlfi be took the pilla at the nteof 
79 a day, and in ihe year 1814 iwallawed 
Dot leu than 61,>90. Notwithatanding 
ihii, and the addition of 40,000 bottleml 

tending aliogeiher lo 5S cloiely wriilen 
coliunni of an apoihecary'i bill, the de- 
Maaed liied to attain the advanced «gt ol 
ajyeaia. 



KEEN.Mr.Franc;a,acBaiiwdl,Somer- 
•etihire, Sept. 14. in Mi 8Sdyear; the 
old and laiihRil cleik of ilie Friendly So- 
ciety of that place for nearly thirty yeara. 
He nill long be remembered ai a lelf- 
tatight ariiti in muaical innnimenl niak- 
ing, book-binding, and other ingtuotii 



aiii. Soma yeart ago, h« acluallt he- 
gin and Eaished in organ of aaffideni 



II appear.. 


I.; recoti 


• xllt en 


.ant, that 


hia an«taton 




liablianu 


of Ban- 


well prior 


to A.D. 13di, 


ad Heh- 


ry VUI. a. 


neof'^h 


ex, Edmn 


ndKeea, 


w«. a pariih 


officer ih 


t year. I 


ihajeu- 


liiS, 3,1 Philip an'i 


Mary, Wi 


iamaixt 


Robert Ke*n 


l«ob. 


iheracJ thubmily 



died at 



I in ,h>- ■ 



a twoyoong 



milar melancljoiy oi 
place ill the fam lyiri 1811, 

men, neiiher if them iw» ^ ^ , 

named George and Jacob Ketn, brothara, 
and grandiona of the aubject of iba pre- 
aent memcHr, died within a week of 
ea:^ other, and Here Interred in the nme 
grave. 

KENT, Thoma) WickaiD, laieti in 
St-GiWaWotkhoiue, a very iaterealing 
old man, whoie hard fiie haa for aevenl 
yeara eiiiied the commiseraiioB of man; 
persona connected wiili the stta, tram be- 
lieving him to be the natuialitHi of a paar, 
■ha gtandfalhei ol adnke. He uied loaar 
be oai born at Btwlwcll, neai TldeaweU 
iu Derbjihire, in 1744; bHlagoodedu- 
eaiioD given him ; and ai a proper age waa 
anided to Mr. Joarj^ Wilton, acel^iaied 
atatuarj of ths day ; and I 
proficiency in this art, be 
to complete hii uudiet. Fur many yean 
afterwardi he waa employed in the abc^ 
of aevenl of our fiiai artiili ; but thia am- 
frinyneni somewhat biling him, and benv 



If acquired 



1800; after which, for 
kept a plaster Genre sht 
Park, near Hi 



Abui 



in Wielalooe- 
I a year ago he 

lis aecuatoned 



calla on the private 

he haa for aocne yeare been chi^y lup- 
porteri, and aome of whom are believed 
to hue tried every effun to get him pro- 
vided for in a more appropriue way than 
in a commOa workhouwi but it laatitirv- 
alion drove bim thereto. 

KOSCIUSKO, General, alSoleure, in 
Switierland, in ihe spring of iei7. Ilia 
celebrated warrior, a noble by birth, wi* 
born in Poland about the year 17A9, and 
edunled at Wariaw. After serving with 
Te|nitatiofl in America, ho relumed to hit 
native cDBniry, and appeared at the head 
(^ a large but a diaeiplined army, to aateft 
hn independaice. At Gnl he waa vicio- 
lioos, but, at length, the dde <rf' fenimc 
let in agaiut him with aosirong a current, 
that he proved oiuble to aien lu 
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Bwlng Wb woundirf ud xtktn pri< M. 
•ontT, b* WW aonlnnl te » fixireu, bj 

vim cf (1m mMMnimmn UdsriiK, MACDONALD, K., E*q., Ui Apiil, 

••imm *H lb* wold canbmeJ U jmue, ISI7> (tlDierncu, it in lilraucel *gt. 

■lUiUbMBMdbi ibcfCMiBiily ofhnxio, TIi'k gemlciDan, hIh) wii i cudel In the 

th( kt« Emjicrar, who« candoet hu KropoiJi &RiUTt *■■ ■ •ubtltern in Kegi- 

b«D unllonilT bluncd b; n«j ODC. On pocVi regiEocm in I1*i, tod wu pmeni 

thu, bi KMnwd n Annie*, whera ba U thi lunlei or Piciton, Falldrk, and 
CnlMeo. Mr. Mudould •*> one of ih* 
jmng gmtlcmen, »ha siih driwu imitdi, 
Uleudol Aailiew Cochiui, Frornt nf 

■iU) ■HUM, U > WtMOnf Dt WUMD oa OlugOv, in aroclummg [he Pnlnda \n 

dwuccof ibaDUka, (w Ua ulcnli ud ^ niint of King Judu VUI. uul III. 

SuaTonMM. At CijlodcD he wu muic pritoncr ( but 

Htnag lAtrwwdi KtlM >• FnKc, is. om'ins toh» touUi, ww ttlund to tniu- 

ISM, > prnchoMkHi - appiurd hi hi> pon faimicK to Jimaki, where he coid* 

BiaM, MKfungbig bte tntmiirmcs to liiB menced ptuitct. Hiving b; hli induttrjF 

t mi ai t tb«ir Offtniait, ud ftommag KquiRd in independent finniine, he n- 

that ba tbonU becnnw tbeii uengM. aimed and letilEd In hii nuivi counln. 

B»i ha w pmcMad, hj Ul hedifa, fnn MAIRE, Mr. John, at ManchUn N. B. 



)n'£a«n 



, Lobii lOlth year. He waa bora 

MMeoa^lbBcUiaaintoFnDeei at Gtlstoo in Ajinhlre, iDMa[ehtI13> 

■w Hjivildit aapaatad ; asfl during an aud receiied a coniituiaion 'in (he Tislic 

iaurtilw pilb ibe Bwpaaoc Aleuudei. bandi in i;4S. HU mental energia and 

ibtt Piinoe oAlad lo cdiiEm enrj kiiul of bodiJy iiren^ coniinned unimpaiied un- 

knovtaadbTDsr upanbim ; batKoacim- lU a Utile beforBhiideaib. 

k«4teli>adBaeMliig an; thing. In 18t7, UASON, J«t„ Eaq., on Dec. i, in 

aMonpaniad by fail ftiend M. Zniner, be Charlamani-alraet, Dublin, in hli SSth 

Mpairad lo SwiUedaBd, and died ibttr, jmr. He waa the younger too of a re- 

•Alfaa d*lh fmOSbii^. . ipecuble fkmHj nhlcb bad been for aume 

MrnitUy Mog^ tinu MuledatLillleCoiilbanastKr, inibe 

Quean'i eountf , utjoiDinc Shane Caitle, 

- :. ' (bertaideueof tbeli'leDeanOxKe. Mr. 

L. ' MaaoB ■*»! eartr initodured iniu actina 

life, and long held a confidealial and labo- 

' LASOUCHEt (ba At. Haa^ Darid. vona wuatioi in the office fb> pa^naeol 

AflBat'l>KkiaaiatSl»OlbBrina'<,neai uf com prcmiuiiu, iiheie, (at aMtrj jnn 

DaUiai is aha aiib ^ai-of Ua a«. Bb pmiona to iia lappreaaion, he waaoiwcif 

wmtwtati jWM ape of Hia VUjMcft (ba it^fjtjamttn. He baa been 

feajCwuiril, and Ibe fowy y a manbea ^an bord to aj, ibat i>^en be Giw 

_».!. ■! . .Fi_.i__. ■l,;l,,ogj,b( «■«. to Du&ioi, fae faad Kii more than a 

gqtat baaki gi^nea in bii p«kait and that, akbough 
• tnrfCo., DuUiai in tbaeaaneaTfaiiafficiaidutlef, niwta 
n >ni7FaMaf tbafidi dwaiKiuiit tf note tbaa 60,O00l. annn- 
ibh eauiatibt inbil}, hmoBI, aidaoli* ally ftwed thi»^ hb handa, jat be aever 
itj. Sa wtahliAad waa iia thuacto k* left Ua accoial one >hilUi« in urat. 

Mr. Maaon aw fiiat Maniid to Miia 

Gitra*^ «iM« to tba late Jamta Groaea, 
£■(., anMainaittiUatti]! in Publia, lij 
■bom ba bad lama Unea timifiiii; cbll- 
dnn : Wo. S^m, nuboe of (ha Sta(i»- 
' '" ' Inland i.OUt>a,fintmaf 

IS HattoB, late Laid Majfoc 

Mibceimd matm. at Dublia, and noo ibe irih of Rabat 

LEEANU, Alicia, in July, lSt7. U Whlta, Eaq., of Grafton-ilnet, ui tba 
bm aon'a ho(ua, Rojal Hibedaao Schoul, aiBia *■(;, Me af the fira of tba houe 
Hmbi^ I«ik, JMlia. Sbawaa.wife of of HawW, Miwcle;, and Co., Lan<toB, 
Jm^ Uarai, Eh., Mi Matei of ikc and Sdnrd Omvti, of the Fnai-Fniita. 
lata IU. Hod. IL&^ridafi. Mn.t«; Office. Ui. MaMU na aftennnlB mai- 
taaaaa a lady of gtawi addlJMwq; w- liod to Hiai Aodlein, .aUt« >ia(al of A]- 
uthetudwiof "'nia 4aimaa Andnin aCDabllD. '" 



Flovera, w tba S|ilpbid QiMBa. a Tale/' aie daMBi(td io the ceaitian of St. Jobn'a 
IBiOi and-'TbaSonaof Erin, oiMo- Ornidi, CoDlbaai^r, vlOiB a BiUor 
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n ScnUuaUj a Comadj," iBia. tbe^aca of tia nthitj. 
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MASSENA , Andiew, ii hii otate at During lbs iMftnilj' at lb* hfw, hi ««w 

Aud, n<ir Pirii, if»r ■ lerere aDil long tout in inte mMniR «w betd of Oe OiU 

illneu, daring <^ieh he htd become bltnd, linootiDnhi hn hiTiHg tliiB KHd, borft 

in ISI7. He KFU Prince of fitling, Duln fiv, i*)! igainK dw IliNB4>gw, 1m &a> 

orSivalUMmhilofFnince.GnndCrtM ihi* nxMNK loMaHhiipoirer, cfacncui, 

oT The Rn;*! Onler of ihe Leghm of mdcdlimwncB. 
Hdihmt, Cnmniniler of iha Ri^l inJ Oa.iha nrare of LoniiXVUU <>>• 

MiKiir^ Order of St. Loub, nrandCnMS GBrKidieccnrfo Rodw,- alMe hew 

ofiheOnJenoF St.Ste])heii of Htugn;, mnooi ■■ nMHibiibb obKOiilf t ml ho 

of Si. Hubert, dFFiddkj, (rf Baden, and affwwtohmfalkai MWtyr t»kii «— 

Hexe d'Arnieiadt. uuptcitim. He fcnded ke MW ■ dang* 

Mi»eni BU hram M Nkr, on M*t B, of cgkrar M hh Up«, dut deniilad' hi* Iwr- 
i;5fl, and KrvediVirimneiime atm. He u^ nnUwrcil' poiMia; aod bj taking 
afterwardi became a frncii^-mBCiT; bet counlerpoiaoM, he killed hlMttif. tu 
•t the epoch of the reTolution, he left the Inrot ib> life of 1 naO) nd ptriMded 
>n>ice of the King of Sodinla, where he hiiawlf that hewaconipimiapinB byjl 
wtt a KTJnnl, uid Dntercd iota tbal of ■■■ k in^.- He «a .bora al Vaoriai, aau 
Frarfi^. Hkiiilentifor mr, ininedlattl<| Av^tno*, MtkJme, IT«6, Bad bvlbeea 
led to pratnnent, and we MDn after And oiatMi ■ Ctrdina), Iftkmvj lT9a. Al* 
him Bt ih« head of a large-bod^ ef troopa iboogh ntbci in diiparc ilnn tlia doiiB> 
riliair, vrherebe repealedtj >t<l^(d lb* faU r.f b>> tuuter, ind tlia rueontiot «r 
AHtai^ni. He aliB d>«ingai*he« hiimilf dw Fopet' hb bmenJ ana Mtendcd bj tli 
inGern»n)i;*ndin i799,oneaiaiietrSla»-, Ae -iMaiaUti Hia-tidna. an lak-xr* 
■ian ami; under Komkiw in SvifiRrtaiid. biotbgi, «ho It ia «))« tihoR^ asd Nib- 
Hit defence oTGenoa, baverer, wn per- dentiaFVmcB. 

hapi, the m«t brWianc eiplait of hi. KA. MJSLGUNfi, ViKDunt, etdsC Mnrf 

BavinEbe«tiunttDSpiiBV'^9^*pV> iKd Eaii of Mi»t M hiteiU<ga, Bvif 

li* there lost alliiitfi^er repuiatioo.atrf seiland. 

mi obliged to mfte befote ^ vkiortais MESSIER Ch>de» TUi eelibraHd 

iulnnen of England. utronomer, a meinhei <^iMiat of tkEgreU 

Having t. \trge firtime, and in only uilnDiea in Europe, a meoibcr af ^ 

dtnchter, he a fu-i n a i J t coDdncted hiaiarif French InttkuW.aiid ofibeBatidofLon* 

with nich coBtuainHlie pMiejr, thn tba gilade,diediuPui(uiAprillaM',ai thei^ 

•Dccati of Loni* or Biranapane, becuaa a of 87 ytara.HewiitbMnBtBadaDiillienia 
muter of i>«&ct indiSeRDcelo him. LemiBe, and liaiinf earijr dewted biioadf 

The I. - -.-.." ■- -.-- - .--..- 

him from reeeirimt the BStonat •awl . 

tVbmtb 



LduW XVIII. diRcted-chenininaofwdi etRDMwta eapadad, all tlwAatnnonaa 

fomimnit it to hit finoilf, laofderrabe af Fani hofaei ap fer ka ^t dfacofny M 

DRd (t faJB fimenl prseenioa, iiliicli look TtnllaU. lihri hwl imttn ihiiaa ■ ■amiiii !■ 

Flacen Patia, April 10, 1B17. tha moat pnpar Bwnt fir ftciliMliag dat 

MAURY, Jen Bifiein, at Home, in i«^anaDtaUennica. EMii)»«(wB)tt^ 

the Spring of I8I7. He «u nigiDilIf the baakwia M to JftfS,- wlw«i»n TetitaJ 

knotta la me of the cfaipluua of Loaia Ae c<ne«nMa> of Um jmdiaiMi. Tloi 

XVI., and a membet of the French goodftani»»,tlunaiil(of iangand ledtoa 

•ndemT- Atihe comnMncemeBt of the toil, 'might WeobtaiBadgRMciBlkfiH'a 

BfTOhition, ha dedated for dwRorafiila, TOmg lim>' isd bara )b time ^nned Im 

and waa almmt (be ontj dittiDgnidied mu bin tbadona-oftbeaaademy. 

sF [bat pailf, wbadiii not peiiah bj-die Flww > wrAneta, homm', launekj 

gnilloline. Hr mt DrcHrved on moi« tt • man of acltKe, MaiHet'i ■lania 

uiin one ocnaioD, bj hit coongcaod hit witbodio reaerve ferhicntelftbaltoaDiirof 

wit. Wlien threatened to ba nipandad latriag eon & r m a d the tetvrn and perfiMted 

b J tbe pop&ce, H fa lanienie ha gulj «■- the theon of ihe camel. Ha accordiaglf 

elaimed, '■ Will ihb enable you to tae cammMud aeoret;, and rafiued to iIm* 

more ctetrlji t" an] thna eaeiped by a t»- ibs okaenationt of 'tut diaeiple, till tbe 

fanee'. - MHtmtBRa, hating maivad intbnnnian 

Hiving at lingAi iti into Itily, he tni tMrn knottaar quaner, wan able to dit' 

iomndjatcly mated ftnt 9 Biinop, 'tfian peoie irith tbat ai^tau*, iibich in 

. Archbiihop of Nice, and finally a Caldmri, non^ ■befota Arrvauldhars ginalUly 

^ Pope niuVI. On tba eMVMioB of accepted. Some |wniaD of tlctmauK 

miaraparle,toiheinperial£lidam,ManT innirred by idie maMar, fall aponibe tdi> 

*etiBtMd to Fianet,' and obtained the ribh «OBapUantpupil,whMeab>nwaiMU,vhith 

lereniiea of tin Atddriahotiric of fam. f(irFMPof*a*bjeMa£ca«i{iaritoD,coaid 
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not piMKU ibe nm* ueaiac]F,!« iinplre , Miidiotl or mn heita uquilntedwiih ths 

(hs Hnw anGdaiuie, ittn long i^cctHl. hcsvena tlwB Mcuier ; hit aanie uui lii> 

M. Meuwr Tu not ducmnged^ ha be- Labonn are conipicuom in the MemDin 

ohk Botjr the more uudunui in miching of ihe Academy of Sciencaiinn 17 ji,ihe 

the motmMna of the hoienly bodia. ^nnaiMnncr liu Tempi, ibe Epfaemerirlet 

Almoac all the coiheU ibu appeared of Vienna, ihe Philmnphical Trantai^inw, 

during tba auccaeding .^tan, . wbh dii- (he Memoin ol ilie Academy of Scieocei 

eoreied bj him alone, and each of ihoc ofBcriin.aiul other rolleFliani. He edited 

diiconriea procnnd him adBiaaion inlo in aanociaiinn viih ibe leanie<l Pingrd, tht 

aome foreign leaileinf . Two utronomi- Voyage of the Itlui|iiit de CoaruDTaux, 

cal nUDciea havipg talien place in the Piria, 176S, 41a. 

Fnneh Acadear, MMiei and CaBini were MOltlER, luac, £»]., at ConitaDlIn»- 

a^mitted on the aame daj in 1770* a* pIp. De wAahii Mqjeg.iy'aeonsul-geaent 

Lilantk and Legeolil m»e in UM. in the Turkish dominiont. 

Aecuatamed to paai whole nighnin eli- MURRAY, U^ly Anne, acBriohiDn \a 

•rrring eclipeea of evoy kind, in ueking htr 90th yeu, iiater of ihe lata Chief-Jiu- 

comelB, aiKl deaciibing nebulet evnpk^ing %iiv Manifield. Thli benevoleni ebarac- 

all hit dajB in folloKing iha apou on tbe trr/ewacded tlie Rd«l(iy of her utvanti in 

BOD, or D»kjai( tbain of hu nomeraiu .l|ie awai liberal manper, at the (blloi'Ing 

obtenaliuni. Meatier eouM nerer be ip- lUinnnvt ol bequoii nill iboic : 'to her 

daCBd ID quit [hit rather namiH circle, 1]. hwiebcepet, who had lieen nearly up yean 

. leging that lhe.field,of (clenES Haa luf. in her lerrice, ilie hai gireo SiOOj., and 

' ficiantlj extenaire for the aatrononen la ber nardiobe! u her builer, who had been 

ahare iu diSetent patti, wbich would thtu 94 yean, laool. ; 10 her cook, who had 

be bnt tbe belter cultivated. Modemtein been 19yean, 7aOl. ; to her laundreu, who 

bia daairt^ and in hit ambition, awl eoiH had been H J^^n, $DoJ. ; to her (wo 

nectsd by the chwst friendibip with Pre- ^houtemaidi, one of whom .had been is, 

aldent Saron, wbo enrmaied him with hit and the. other 9 jeirt in her«erTlce, GOOi. 

moat laloahle ingtrutnema ; Maisieic had 4acl<,j and to her fooinun, who bed been 

no occaiion for wealth. Hie Ber<dutu>B ^aari, 600'. Tie reaidue of her Itdy- 

deprind him of all hli leEouiciB at oncat tbip't prapeny devolvn an George Flnrh 

tbe.&at retrenchmtniB toiik fiom him the Hatton, Eaq.,,of Eaitwell Park, In Kent, 

modaiate aaloiy allached to, hit plus of «ho raarried hor niece. 

aHftmODier to Ihe navy ; hit t^iend Saront MURRAY, John, Etq., at Crier, ki 

the hat diief imtident of tbe pariiament Pertbibiie, oa Oitolier 3. He wu Laird 

t£ Pari*, fell beneeilh. the reialuiianary .of Ardbirnie, and a juiiice iif the peace. 

■n; and Mattier, in order Ui beehl* la lieuteuatof ihe Royal N^iy, and mariD* 

poaeentt bia Ubauo, .w/t neaotiiMsd to turnyoi to the &iird of Maunl^ 

^CTerrmotning taaoeof hi) colleaguea. During a long and valuable aenice, ibit 

(0 repieuah the lamp that bad Hrved him cicdllent officer made tome imporiant dia- 

In hi* noecurwl ii)i«uaatia». The il«ia covaiiei, on the «a»u of New HpUand, and 

wat fortunately but Irantiant. Aihaioed Hirvqed aqd drewplana <^, the principal 

v( the eiceaiei iiiio wLieb it had been led, hariioBnaf the kiogdom. 
the CoiventioD. ihowed more liberality to 

tbe acieaee*. Mewier fimnd in the Intti- .0. 
Oile, and at the fioard.of Loggiiude, 



been » (ttaager, aod whlcL „-j - „ 

lUnuibed till the end of hit lib. After HetpittI, end Arcbdeacon of Berkabin ai 
" ■ ' Xindridge. He wu born, in 17«f, 1 ' 



and D. Cuslni. 

One of bia eidleaguea, 
Lalande, baa. formed 1 



died October, 1B07> in bi{ jad jew. 



PARKER., Mr. WUlian. u Soiih 




ibe catalogue of ctwniiy it mu«li iodebced fcs itt luperiority 

haa been to in that bnnch^af trade. 

iMcribed. He waamanyyeaia ego, thecontrivertf 

him for the dii- three burning niirrnrt, whote efectt have 

from 17 SB 10 been commentated upon, anil noKOr- 

on prafiMtndly mended in booki upon Sdtnce., 
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■born ibc yor 1743, knd bavli^ xUictcd neighbouring put of Idncubin, ind bc- 
himMtf oily in life ■« miuic, Mua ainined am* ■■iiaiclwiit,intiriy youth, it Llret- 
conildmble enlneiin in it. It »*• hit pool, where be faileJ; ^nce which time 
good (bnnne, efter he hwi berome e Pro- he hu led a (ery ^ngulu life M Kentel. 
fenor, la be emplaned it Win<boc, in He wu ttry eorMnui ; but hit lore ol 
I«*c!uilg mueli, to loine ijf llie puanr money, in mmy imancet, gave wiy to 
bnni'faei of the Koyil Fimily. la con- hii predilectiDn ii^ whim and ccctnniciiy. 
■equennof thii, bein^ ■ Teiy respectvbte He h*d > hono on ke*p 101117 )"" ■' 
miD, md well Glifd foi public buiiimg, the Angtl Inn, Kendil,bui never rodell; 
be wu knighied, ind TEComEaeDitHi to the Sir if he went* jooniey — which wufre- 
Scccetiry of Sute fur the Home Depari- quenrly the cate-— be ltd ihe inlrail the 
mcDI, who soon ifieT ippointed him 1 whole my j ind iriinimer iikCd by iny 
police magistnie. He iccoidingly itnnded aeqniiiiiBnae 10 lend it, hii uiswcr wis, 
during muiy yon Id rotation it Mul- *■ I hate no tisie to go with ihee 10 laid 

S borough Street, end died in 1817, it the itl" — The bone wu killed by the huma- 
i of (bout 7S. Sir WiHiim wu Matter nily of hit muier; Tot he liierally died of 
hi* M^cny'a Band of Mutidani; to tbebt-rot, forwani of exerdtF. He kept 
which litltT tiiualion he w*> arooinied on leieni pointer doga, bou^t up cieiy 
(he death of Stanley, the celebrated blind ^un that had the character of a good one, 
organiil. ind innuaHy took out i game licence ; 

but fail plan of AiluR npeniioiu in thi* 
R, at in all other met, retMined unreiriied 

Id iha day of hit death, fbr he neirer went 
REDESDALE, Right Hon. Lady a thooting. The idea of cominencitig 
Fiancet, Aug. 13, in Huley-ttraei, iii her tportsnun had not left bim at the age of 
Slit year. Her ladnhip wu the daughter S$j (bia few dap befiH« he died, he pto- 
ol the tat* Earl of Bgmoni, great giaiid- lided a nunber i^ nen bagi, proper for 
daughter of the fauiih £tr1 orNonhamp- ibepnipoie of bringing home the game ha 
ton, and tiller to the pretenlLord Arden, ahould kill tUa >e«»». The linmaniiy 
and of the lale lamented Rt. Hun. Spenwr with which Mr. RobiniDD treated his hone, 
PeiceTal. Lady Kedeadale hii left thttc and bit perteieiii^dettnninationlonuin- 
children. tain bi* dogi In Idlenni, exhibit him 

RiGBY, Dr. of Norwich, hit in&nt in the duracier of a I'ythagorean Phi- 
ion, on Nov. 3. He wu aged eleien weeki Itnthtapiii t but, ner^theleH, one of hii 
and three dtyt, being the lint in the teriea priheipil pleaturet wu tetiing hit own 
of (he late quailniple birth ; and Nor. 5, ipeein ; for he wu* cimiiani attendant 
aged eteien weeb and five diys, Caroline at lalei by aueiion of hoosehold goodt, 
Siiian, the fourth in the leriea, and lut and mely hetitaled to gire any price foe 
•urritiig 'child ; (Chiriet Henry, the ae- * book or artiete of liiniiiare, whidi he 
cond in the teriea, hiring died Oct. 13.; pncdred another pereon bad aathia mind 
and the third in cheieria, >onw dayi be- upon. In contequence of thin tnvidiana and 
fore him.) unsociable diipotilifln, be hu left man* 

. ROQERTSON, Jean, Sept. 9, at In- roomt in diffemit pint of the totm occu- 
•emeat, Nrath Briiaiu. Thit extraordi- jried by trticiei bctth of convenience and 
nary eharaetet uiuaily employed hertalf in 1itenmi«, which he oenr uteif. 
gathering dnlie and thell-fiih, with which ROPER, Her. Fnncii, M. A., Oct. 31, 
■lie oecu|Hed fan itition in the market, in WindwrCloiiiert, after a long ilineit. 

;.,. .;:... jath. ate HewuV 
•ould oecaiiooaliy takea trip tu 

tiy to reldl tea, and wu not uhamed Co one of the conducts at Eton College.— At 
begat timet. Afier lier death, upwardt ii» eipreu detite of her Majesty, Mr. 
of SOI. in bank billa, and 3i. in tilMr, Roper wu tegolirly iltended by the Royal 
were found in her apirtment, which the Ffaytldani, and wai alto tapplied with 
had complaiely filled with . cloihet, pro- every neceatary firom the Paliee twice 
riiioat, aod fuel, piled up to the toof, a-day. . He ha* left a wirtow and t«a 
leaving only about foul feetroond the fire- children. 
place of vacant tpace J yet the poor wreldi 

appeared uniformly In the tame (altered S. 

gvb upward! of twenty yean, and it tup- 

poaed to have ahorteued the period rfhef SCOPFA, the Alib<, at Naplei, in (he 

•sittence by ibitaiDing from the common month of October, IBI7. He wu a no- 
"•w"""* of "fi>> blenun of Metiina, and director of the 
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Aitmluti RJyIlmut ;" ahidi, in 1 Bit, hvniDS yet livM. Swr^BOn wu nnfli 
obdiiMd tha priis gucD b; Ihi Frcndi mfllietcd, ifaiing ibt tnl two jeui of In 

SCOTT,Hi.,BtnJinBuar£Mtai. H« miMd> be w OOj aww ef tu* ap- 
tnTclUdanbiulMi* tillBbaiii«(hQ7«<( 'prauUaf diHDimian uiJ for ihii nmt 
oftge. He vuone afibenuM c*l«bnMd umIi (ha fidhncing tnnoiinan fi*fw 
" Bni to ■ bilnr, u>j nrfent 



ctuncten in iht kingdmu fw pHictmlit]', ■tioa: — HeiBi 

and bjr lui nwdtoilictl caBdnet, joliMd to twdia dmen of biuial nka 

luiilbnu liilignica, ha padoal^ »MiwaJ ■ parfii^ oT tvpr biNiut, togMlxi niiba 

Intga fnrtDne. Foralaif leiieiaf jean eofwa p oaJiBa qnatig of winemd apriie- 

tlM|ini[«cta( <^ neiT inn he fre^uenud anliquan. HeDntHncbrlhajoiD«i,aiid 

in Dtfoo and CornwaU kmw tha da; uut nnitfed • cofin ta be prepi^. fin Urn. . 

the nij koui ha would arrive. Sana liaia Tie gme- j^gei me i)^ni Mix hu, and'a 

■ince, a-gentlcman DD aJDufDejin CoiD~ ipiK fiud upon for Ma Intameal. Harini; 

•rail noMd al a imll inn at Pen Iiaac M made ihcH aiTaageiiacDU, ha oidated lb* 

dioe. Tit vaiiH pmaiind him with the old wtnoau thai aiicnded him, to go (o a 

t^U of &je, which be did not apprcrre ef, eertiin nook, and biln£ <ru( 9i>, tc be a|^ 

huKibaerrilig a fine dadc igaaiiag. " I'll pnpriated to d«fn; ibe funrnl clurgei. 

hare thai," uid the tmeUer.^ " Xoa He wM her, at the game limr, mt id be 

UDDOI, Sir," npliad tha laodlonl g " it grteftd, f« he had not Canottea her in hia 

iifbrMr.Scott cd£utar." "IbiuwMr. vilL In a tinr hoort anetitaidi, ia the 

ScMt laj wdl," njiHBed the 'gentleman i fidl enniae ef hit mental powon, bat In 

'* be b Dot ia jow houiCi" ^^ " Tmej the aioat exanctating agoniet, he eapied. 

Sir," aud the landlord I " bnt (ii nonthe TJpca enminatlon of liie effKH, a t^ 

ago, •hen be wm here laat, he oidand a cCemrBi, half-aomit, and dollan, to a 

duclc to be read; for hid ihb daf , |iea~ btga kmuunt mi fbond -. in » eiffnei mi 

ciKljr (I two e'elock i" Uid to thauiv- aeiieted, enacgit a quintiij of mmi j laga, 

Diibment of the tiavellar, he av the old a great nuatber of guinOM and iiveHhil- 

gentleman, tmelling oD hit, AhOIOM, ling pieeei. In hii Iniok wet a bond 

jogging into the iuifjacd abant fire ai- tot aool,, and other bondi and Mmiiiei 

nuM« bdiire tbi awoioted llnM. lu t <tff emuidefable amoiut. Inallitba 

SHEUIDAN, £(ih« Jaaa, widotr ef prapettj amoontHl to 900J. 
the hi* Rt-Um. R,B. Sberidia, at Fiw- 
man, Oct. 37, afieratoB|aBdiarereiU- W. 

•CM. Ml*. Sheridan nu (lie w«iifMC 
daudnet of th* lata Vo; Rev. N. C^, 
P.P., of Kirklej, NonhombcrlaMl, and 

DeanofWineheater, ■fao,b;hi>pmdcnoc, eonn^ la a leiier nominii capiiai i ■'am 

Hcnnd ber ■ MUltmant Uiiit connd h«i nanw mi liiunrn lion the Inm-mioei of 

independence, and) at th* aaoM tilM| p»- ' Siberia, to thoaa of gald in Fen." H^ 

duced a pnniikn far htr eon. leai icHned irith exireordinaT]' pomp at 

STEVENSON. Mn.Hair, a wldov^ Fieibu^ AmoogiheefieeuliAbTihiia 

BeerWotrtriM, in.theeoiuiljafDeriiiaa, cvlebiaMd mioeAlwm, ihare an nvual 

atthe^nflM. Her bni^ 1* Ewout MSS. nearly readj far the pnii. Uehad 

for mpai^lelrd lo^evitf, a> it motltar printed noihiDg nnce 1774. Hit labonn 

died at (he esc of IBS, neaiMerat 107, atttaja appaiecd to him ant luficiend; tnt- 

■noiherkisWat 1<M, *odabnitillelat97i tulid; but hit iaatneiiDOe weie epnad 

niiikii«, in all, 191 jraan, M^anited orer At mrld by theuiaBdi of e^Mlan. 

agei (tf Brepenoiu. Hii oabinel of ninanla, ^onibtieg of 

STEVENSUN, Williwa, en in\j IT,, ICM,aMii«i(im«Be,(cnimatcdat ISO.OM 

inGlen-tireeiiKUniarDOck, aged S7. He erawna,) fiai b« bccooie ibe pntpert]' •( 

■at migiiiali]' from Daslop, aad bfcd « thaKing of Snonj, a* baa baeni^aeid, 

ttaKm; but during the latter pert oT bia bat of ttt MDMfdagi' ' * ' - "-' 

lite, WBDdecfd about u a common beggar. b*ig> 

TRE EKD. 
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